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This work is offered to the public, not as one 
which will entirely obviate the necessity of 
the advice and assistance of the legal profes- 
a^ sion ; for such a claim in Jiehalf of it, or of 
any similar work, would be in the highest degree absurd ; but, rather, 
as a guide to all classes in the business details of ordinary life. 

.Instances are of constant occurrence, in which recourse is had to 
an attorney for consultation as to a clearly defined point of law, or 
for the preparation of a simple instrument, which would be entirely 
unnecessary, if a work like the present were at command. I'or all 
such cases it has been especially prepared. 

No intelligent head of a family thinks of calling in a physician to 
prescribe for every trifling ailment to which any of the members may 
be subject. The advice of the clergyman is not sought relative to 
every petty case of morals which may arise in the household. And 
yet, from the too general scarcity of reliable works of a nature like 
the present, or from sheer force of habit, or from thoughtlessness, a 
rush is made to the attorney for the preparation of every little docu- 
ment, or for advice upon a matter which should be as plain to the 
ordinary comprehension as the capital letter to the stpdious bny. 
In truth, it has not unfrequently happened, that the attorney him, 
self, when so consulted, has merely availed himself of the same ma- 
terials ; copying the form required, with the necessary variations, and' 
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b PREFATORY. 

blessing the stupidity of his client for a liberal fee that could as well 
have been saved. 

The merit of absolute originality is not claimed for this work. 
The compiler, (for he assumes no other appellation,) is aware that 
several books of a similar description have already appeared ; but 
in each of them such deficiencies or faults are believed to exist, as 
to render the preparation of a work, similar in general outline, but 
widely different in detail, a matter of imperative general necessity. 

For the sake of uniformity and readiness of reference, the alpha- 
betical order has been adopted in the arrangement ; each topic ap- 
propriately connected with the main subject being introduced in 
connection with it, and the requisite general forms added. Care 
has been taken "to introduce no matter of a merely local nature or 
interest, which should render the work of utility only in particular 
States or sections. It is believed that no statement is contained 
in the following pages relative to a principle of law, which is not of 
general truth throughout the country. Neither has it been deemed 
advisable to cumber the work with those special forms, which are 
serviceable only to the practicing attorney. Such are to be found 
in abundance in works more especially adapted to his necessities; 
and, though he may find it convenient at times to refer to this hand- 
book, it has been prepared more particularly for the farmer, the 
mechanic, and the man of business. 

To recapitulate the various sources whence information and 
assistance have been sought, would be alike tedious and superfluous. 
Engravings have been introduced by way of relief to the subject- 
matter ; the scenes being mainly illustrative of the early days of our 
republic, and therefore at all times interesting. 

With thus much of introduction, the work is submitted to the 
judgment of the public. If it meets their approbation, the object 
of the compilation, undertaken at the instance of the publisher, will 
have been accomplished'. 

Philadelphia, August, 1859. 
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Pkoh the nature of the Federal com- 
pact which unites the several States of 
this Union under one National Grovern- 
ment, each State retains, to a great 
extent, its independent, individual sove- 
reignt^to-Every citizen of each of the 
Un^te^fctes is, therefore, at the same 
time|fc^Kct to the authority of two dis- 
tinc^oVernments, administered hy two 
separate classes of Agents, Legislative, Executive and Judicial, 
each with powers peculiar to itself. 

■ The Legislative authority of the General Government is vested 
in a Congress of the United States, consisting of a Senate and Ho-pe 
of Eepresentatives, meeting at Washington upon the first Monday 
of Decembeajn each year. 

Ihe Senate is composed of two members from each State, 
2 (") . 
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chosen, either by joint ballot or concurrent vote of the respective 
Legislatures, for the term of six years. 

No person can be elected Senator, unless he be thirty years old, 
have been nine years a citizen of the United States, and be, at the 
time of his election, an inhabitant of the State for which he is 
chosen. 

The Vice-President of the United States is President of the 
Senate, having a casting vote in case of an equal division of its 
members. In case he be acting as President of the United States, 
be absent, or deceased, a president pro tempore is chosen. 

The House of Representatives is composed of members elected 
directly by the people of their various Districts, for the term of two 
years only ; commaencing (except in case of vacancies being filled) 
on the fourth day of March. The number of members to which 
each State is entitled, varies greatly with its population ; the num- 
ber of inhabitants apportioned to each member being regulated by 
Congress upon the basis of the census returns of every period of ten 
years, with the restrictions, that the number shall never exceed one 
for every thirty thousand inhabitants, and that every State shall 
have at least one representative. 

To be eligible for this office, a person must be twenty-five years 
of age, have been a citizen oS^k United States for seven years, 
and at the time he is chosen lIHHfcnhabitant of the State which 
elects him. The presiding offi^Pxif the House is the Speaker, 
chosen by the House at the beginning of each Congress. 

Every organized Territory of the United States is entitled to 
elect one delegate to the House of Representatives for the term of 
two years, who may participate in debate, but cannot vote. 

The compensation of members of Congress is $3,000 per annum, 
together with eight dollars mileage for every twenty miles of the 
usual route traveled in going to, and returning from,' Washington. 
For each day's absence pay is to be deducted, except in case of 
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Sickness. The Speaker of the House receives $6,000, and the Presi- 
dent of the Senate pro tem., $8,000 per annum. 

The legislation of Congress is, of necessity, strictly confined to 
those subjects, over which power to legislate has been expressly 
surrendered by the individual States, in the Constitution. 

The ExECUTiVB authority of the United States Government is 
vested by the Constitution in the President. He is chosen by a 
College of Electors, equal to the number of Senators and Eepre- 
sentatives, the people of each State electing its proportion by 
general ticket, except South Carolina, where they are elected by 
the Legislature. The qualifications of a President are, that he be 
a natural-born citizen, thirty-five years of age, and for fourteen 
years a resident within the United States. His term of oiHce is 
four years. All Executive ofBces are filled, directly or indirectly, 
by his appointment, the advice and consent of the Senate in some 
specific cases being first required. 

He is assisted in the administration of the General Government 
by seven officers, Heads of Departments, called his Cabinet, whom 
he may consult on all matters of moment, and who share, to some 
extent, in his responsibility. Th^yire all nominated by himself, 
but must be confirmed by the||^H|e before they can act. All 
acts of Congress must be' appM^HBy him before they can become 
laws, unless two -thirds of each House of Congress agree to their 
passage, after his refusal to approve them ; or ten days (excluding 
Sundays) elapse from the time any act is presented to him for his 
approval, to its return by him to Congress, provided Congress do 
not meanwhile adjourn. 

The Secretary of State is the leading member of the Cabinet, 
having charge of the Foreign Eelations of the United States, in- 
cluding all matters relative to Diplomacy, Foreign Ministers, 
Charges d' Affaires, Consuls, etc., and the reception of all communi- 
cations from sovereign powers. 
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The Secretary of the Treasury has the fiscal affairs of govern- 
ment under his direction, involving the collection of the revenue 
from imposts and all other sources, together with the oversight of 
the various Custom-Houses, and the numerous officers therein 
employed. 

The Secretary of War has charge of the Army, and national 
defense on land, the various details connected with the land forces 
of the United States, together with the superintendence of all the 
forts and military stations. 

The Secretary of the Navy has charge of the National defense 
by sea, in all its necessary details. 

The Secretary of the Interior. This department was first estab- 
lished in 1849, f6r the relief of the other departments. This officer 
has charge of the Patent Office, formerly under the supervision of 
the State Department ; the Land Office, formerly connected with 
the Treasury; Indian Affairs and Soldiers' Pensions, from the War 
Department ; Naval Pensions, from the Navy Department ; the 
taking of the Census, the care of the public buildings, and other 
matters. 

The Attorney-General is the legal adviser of the President and 
the Heads of the various Departments. 

The Postmaster-General, tMiugBimot originally a Cabinet officer, 
is now recognized as such, Havinwthe control of all the postal 
arrangements, the appointment or"Fostm asters, contracts for the 
mail service by sea and land, and the execution of the laws passed 
by Congress for the regulation of Posts and Post-roads. 

In case of the removal of the President from office, or of his 
death, resignation, or inability to discharge his duties, the office de- 
volves upon the Vice-President, who must possess the same qualifi- 
cations as the President and is elected in the same way. The 
President and Vice-President cannot be inhabitants of the same 
State. 
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In case of fhe incompetency, inability, etc., of both President and 
Vice-President, the President pro tern, of Senate acts as President ; 
in case of his inability, the Speaker of the House. If no person 
receives the votes of a majority of the whole Electoral College for 
President, the election of President devolves upon the House of 
Kepresentatives, which is to choose the President, by ballot, from 
the persons, not exceeding three, having the highest number of votes 
in the College. The vote, in such cases, is to be taken by States, 
each State having one vote, and u, majority of States elects. If, in 
such cases, the House do not choose by the fourth day of March 
next ensuing, the Vice-President acts as President. 

If no person is elected by the majority of the College as Vice- 
President, a majority of the Senate elects one from the two highest 
numbers on the list of the College. 

The compensation of the President is S25,000per annum; of the 
Vice-President, $8,000 ; of each member of the Cabinet, $8,000. 

The Judicial power of the United States is, vested, by the Consti- 
tution, in one Supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as Con- 
gress may establish. The Judges of all these Courts are appointed 
by the President, with the advicej^ consent of the Senate ; they 
hold their office during good b^^ B or, and receive a compensation 
which cannot be diminished during their continuance in office. 

The Supreme Court, consisting of one Chief Justice (salary 
$6,500,) and eight Associate Justices (salary $6,000), has one ses- 
sion annually, at Washington, commencing on the first Monday of 
December. This tribunal has original jurisdiction in all cases 
relating to embassadors, other public ministers and consuls, and 
those in which a State is a party. It also has jurisdiction, under 
such regulations as- Congress may provide, by way of apj)eal from 
the inferior United States Courts, in all cases arising in law and 
equity under the Constitution and Laws of the United States, and 
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treaties made by them ; in all cases of admiralty and maritime juris- 
diction, when the United States is a party ; in all controTersies 
between two or more States, between a State and citizens of 
another State, between citizens of different States, between citizens 
of the same State claiming' lands under grants of different States, 
between a State, or its citizens, and foreign States, or their citizens. 

The Circuit Courts have been established by Con'gress as the 
tribunals next inferior to the Supreme Court. The United States 
is divided into nine Judicial Circuits, ia each of which a Circuit 
Court is held twice in every year, for each State within such Cir- 
cuit, by a Justice of the United States Supreme Court, and by the 
District Judge .of the State or District. Florida, Texas, Iowa, 
Wisconsin and Minnesota, not being, as yet, attached to any Cir- 
cuit, the District Courts therein have the power of Circuit Courts. 
These Courts have original jurisdiction, concurrent with the several 
State Courts, of all suits of a civil nature, when the sum in dispute 
exceeds $500 (excepting when the United States are plaintiffs, when 
no such limitation is required) ; or, where an alien is a party, or the 
suit is between a citizen of the State where suit is brought, and a 
citizen of another State ; and in all cases arising under the Patent 
laws. They have, also, appe^^e jurisdiction in cases brought 
before them from the District Courts, where the matter in dispute 
exceeds fifty dollars. 

District Courts, to the number of fifty-one, constitute the next 
grade of United States Courts. These Courts have, among other 
things, cognizance, exclusively of the several State Courts, of all 
offenses cognizable under authority of the United States, committed 
within their jurisdiction, or on the high seas (with certain limita- 
tions as to the punishment) ; exclusive cognizance in all cases of 
admiralty and maritime jurisdiction ; together with jurisdiction of 
all suits against consuls or vice-consuls, exclusively of the State 
Courts. 
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« 
The Court of Claims, sitting at WasMngton, was instituted in 

1855. It consists of a Presiding Judge, and two associate Judges 
(salary $4,000), and has jurisdiction of all claims founded upon any 
law of Congress, upon any regulation of an Executive department, 
upon any contract with the United States Government, or such 
claims as may be referred to it by either House of Congress. 

Congress has enacted, in relation to all of the United States 
Courts, that the laws of the several States, except when the Consti- 
tution, Treaties or Statutes of the United States shall otherwise 
require, shall be regarded as rules of decision in trials at common 
law, in Cases where they apply. 

A detailed account of the scope and operatidn of the various 
State governments embraced witbin this Union, cannot be expected 
in the space here allotted. Since, however, they rest upon a 
common basis, a passing allusion may not be inappropriate or 
valueless. 

In each of the States, the government, as in the case of the 
United States, is distributed among three departments, the Legis- 
lative, Executive and Judicial. Experience has demonstrated 
this separation to be vital to the existence of healthful government, 
and,' consequently, especial care i^ taken to prevent, as far as may 
be, each from trenching upon the peculiar functions of the other. 

The legislative powers of each State, are lodged in a Legisla- 
ture consisting of two branches ; the common title of the higher 
being " The Senate," that of the lower, " House of Representa- 
tives/' " Assembly," or the like. 

The principal differences existing between these branches, are to 
be found in the number of members— that of the higher branch 
being much less than that of the lower ; in the age of thSr mem- 
bers—a more advanced period being requisite in the former case ; 
in the extent of their constituency— a greater number of inhabitants 
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uniting to elect to the upper ; in the tenure of their office — a longer 
term being generally assigned to the Senate ; and in the require- 
ment, in vogue in some States, that the terras of but a portion of 
the Senators shall expire at any one time, the object being to secure 
greater stability and certainty in legislation. 

In most of the States, comparatively slight, if any, requirements 
as to property qualifications exist, either in the case of members or 
those who elect them. 

In the earlier history of the country the sessions of the various 
Legislatures were held annually ; of late years, however, especially in 
the States more recently admitted into the Confederacy, the practice 
has obtained of having biennial sessions. The compensation of 
member^, of the LiCgislature differs greatly, both in amount and in 
the principles upon which it is based ; some being paid a per diem 
allowance and mileage, irrespective of the length of the session ; 
others having a per diem only for a specific number of days ; while 
yet others are paid an aggregate sum instead of daily compensa- 
tion. 

The approval of the chief executive officer of the State is requi- 
site to ensure validity to the acts of the Legislature, saving in 
those cases wherein, by constitutional provisions, acts may be re- 
passed by the necessary majorities over the vote of the Executive. 
In some of the States, the Legislatures are prevented, by constitu- 
tional interdicts, from imposing taxes beyond a specific amount, or 
creating a larger amount of debt than is thereby allowed ; while in 
others, both of these important subjects are left wholly within the 
control of the law-making body. 

The chief magistrate of each State is styled " Governor," and is 
vested with powers more pr less extensive, as the particular Consti- 
tution prescribes. In some of the States he has authority, with the 
approval of the Senate, or E.\ecutive Council, to appoint Judges 
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and various minor judicial officers, to grant pardons, reprieves, etc. 
He is commander-ia-cMef of the militia of the various States, and 
even in those where the large majority of civil officers are elective, 
is the onTy authority to commission all such officers. The length 
of the gubernatorial term varies much in the different States, a few 
still clinging to the old system of an annual election, while the 
larger number have lengthened it to two or three years. 

Governors are elected by the people of the several States, except- 
ing in South Carolina, where the Legislature elects ; and, in most of 
the States, there are slight, if any, property qualifications requisite. 

Subordinate officers, generally elected by , the people, whose 
duties are both advisory and executory as to the details of the ad- 
ministration of the government, are to be found in everj^ State, 
corresponding in some degree to Heads of Departments under the 
United States government. 

Formerly, all judges were appointed by the Executive, with the 
consent of the advising Board. As a general rule, they are now 
elective, mostly by the people, though in some States by the Legis- 
lature. Their tenure of office, too, is now, as a general thing, for a 
specific term of years, instead offer life, as formerly. 

Each State has established a Court for the interpretation of Con- 
stitutional Law and the adjudication of weightier matters of dispute 
between its inhabitants, called a Supreme Court, Superior Court, 
Court of Errors, Court of Appeals, or the like. A few of the States 
nave separate tribunals for disposal of cases in equity. 

Next below the highest Court are Courts adapted to the particular 
wants of ordinary litigants in the various counties or other subdivi- 
sions. These are called Courts of Common Pleas, Circuit Courts, 
District Courts, Police Courts, Recorder's Courts, etc. The lowest 
class of judicial officers is styled Justices of the Peace, or Aldermen, 
having jurisdiction in trivial suits and over petty ofTcnPns. Besides 
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these Courts there are, in some States, specific tribunals for the 
trial of criminal cases, as Courts of Quarter Sessions of the Peace, 
Oyer and Terminer, etc. ; and for settlement of estates of deceased 
persons, as Eegister's Courts, Probate Courts, Orphans' Courts, etc. 

Indeed, in no State can the citizens complain of a lack of oppor- 
tunity afforded them for gratifying whatever itigious propensities 
they may possess. 

Prom this cursory and necessarily imperfect glance at the struc- 
ture of our governments, both National and State, it will readily 
be seen with what scrupulous care and jealous anxiety the illustri- 
ous men who have gone before us, laid the foundation of our Union 
in that noble Constitution which has served as the model by which 
the individual States, as a whole, have elaborated their own govern- 
ments. With the minute details of that Constitution, it is the first 
duty of every American citizen to familiarize himself. If the inten- 
tions of its framers are truly and faithfully carried out ; if the National 
Governrac-nt is cautious to avoid all infringements upon the reserved 
rights of the individual States ; if the several States are reciprocally 
determined to fulfill every obligation imposed upon them by the 
common compact : in short, if a spirit of concession, forbearance, 
and love for the whole country pervades the bosom of every citizen 
of every State, then, indeed, we may feel proudly confident that the 
fond hopes of the most sanguine of the early fiiends of the Federal 
Union shall be more than realized — then shall each day's rising sun, 
while time endures, smile upon a free, enlightened, independent, and 
united people, and our glory as a nation reach its culmination in 
the wise exercise of a power which none may safely resist ; in the 
cultivation of a genuine rational liberty, which, recognizing the 
dignity of the individual man, shall afford ample room and scope 
for its development. 
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An Administkatob — (if a female, Ad- 
mdnistratrix,) — is a person appointed by 
the appropriate authority to take charge 
of the goods and estate of a person who 
has died without a will, for settlement 
and distribution according to law. 

If a deceased person leave a will, but 
name no Executor, an Administrator 
with the will annexed can be appointed ; 
if a single Executor die, or refuse to 
act, an Administrator of the goods not administered upon with 
the will annexed — or, if a single Administrator die, an Administra- 
tor of goods not administered upon — may be appointed. 

The classes of persons entitled to take out letters of administra- 
tion, and the order of their priority, are regulated by the Statutes 
of the different States. 

After filing the requisite bond, the administrator must prepare 
an inventory, or statement of the appraised personal property (in 
some States, of the real estate also), and file a copy of the same in 
the proper office within the required time ; then realize what money 
is possible from debts due deceased, selling whatever personal 
property may be necessary to pay debts owing by decease(|^ in the 
order of preference provided by State laws. Where the personal 
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i.-lalc is insufEcieiit, resort must be had to the real estate, by ap- 
plication to the proper authority. After payment of all debts, he 
must file an account as administrator, in the proper Court ; and, 
within the time required, distribute the remaining property among 
those entitled to it under the Statutes of the State. 

An administrator has no power to act out of the State in which 
he is appointed. 



Form of a Petition for Letters of Administration, 

[To be addressed to the Court of Ordinary, Court of Probate, 
Orphans' Court, County Court, or Surrogate, or {as the case may 
be), of the proper Oounty.J 

To THE CouKT OF ORDINARY of the District of Edgefield, in the 
State of South Carolina. 

The petition of Ann Smith, widow of Richard Smith, late of said 
District, deceased, respectfully showeth : — That, on or about the 
twentieth day of May, a. d. 18 — , the said Richard Smith died, 
leaving goods, chattels, rights, credits, and real estate in the Dis 
trict aforesaid ; that, to the best of the knowledge and belief of your 
petitioner, no last will and testament was left by the said Richard 
Smith, deceased ; that the deceased has left a widow, Ann Smith, 
your petitioner, aged 36 years, and two children, Thomas Smith, 
aged 10 years, and Emma Smith, aged 6 years ; and that the do- 
ceased was, at and immediately preceding his death, an inhabitant 
of the said District. 

Your petitioner therefore prays that letters of administration 
maybe granted on the estate of the said deceased, and that she may 
be appointed the administratrix thereof. Ann Smith. 

Dated this twelfth day of June, a. d. 18 — . 

[Add an affidavit of truth of above, if required, for which, see 
article on " Affidavits."^ 



Form for an Administrator's Bond. 

Know all I^Ien by these Presents, that we, John Jones, of the 
Borough of Doylestown, County of Bucks, and Stale of Pennsyl- 
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vania, and William Williams and Charles Chase, of the Borough 
aforesaid, are held and firmly bound unto the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, in the sum of $1000, lawful money of the United 
States, to be paid unto the said Commonwealth, her certain attorney 
or assigns ; to which payment, well and truly to be made, we do 
bind ourselves, and each of us, our heirs, executors, and adminstra- 
tors, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents: sealed with our 
seals, dated the tenth day of December, in the year of our Lord 
18—. 

The condition of this obligation is, that if the above-bounden 
John Jones, administrator of all and singular the goods, cha,ttels, 
and credits of Henry Holt, deceased, do make, or cause to be made, 
a true and perfect inventory of all and singular the goods, chattels, 
and credits of the said deceased, which have, or shall come to the 
hands, possession, or knowledge of him, the said John Jones, or 
into the hands and possession of any other person, or persons, for 
him, and the same so made do exhibit, or cause to be exhibited into 

the Register's Office, in the County of Bucks, within days from 

the date hereof; and the same goods, chattels, and credits, and all 
other the goods, chattels, and credits of the said deceased, at the time 
of his death, or which at any time after shall come to the hands and 
possession of the said John Jones, or into the hands and possession 
of any other person or persons for him, do well and truly adminis- 
ter according to law ; and further do make, or cause to be made, a 
just and true account of his said administration within [inserting 
the Statute time) from the date hereof, or when thereunto legally 
required ; and all the rest and residue of the said goods, chattels, 
and credits, which shall be found remaining upon the said adminis- 
trator's account, the same being first examined and allowed by the 

Court of the County having jurisdiction, shall deliver and 

pay unto such person or persons as the said Court, by their decree 
or sentence, pursuant to law, shall limit and appoint ; \if m a State 
where collateral inheritances are taxable, here ^nserf-and shall well 
and truly comply with the law of this Commonwealth relating to 
collateral inheritances ;] and, if it shall hereafter appear that any 
last will and testament was made by the said deceased, and the 
same shall be proved according to law, if the said John Jones, being 
thereto required, do surrender the said letters of administration into 
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[the office aforesaid) ; then this obligation to be void, otherwise to 
remain in full force and virtue. 

Signed, sealed and delivered ] John Jones, [seal.] 

in presence of J William Williams, [seal.] 

Thomas Johnson, Charles Chase, [seal.] 

Daniel Dean. 

[J^ the Bond does not run to the State, the above can he changed 
accordingly^ 

Porm for Advertisement of Granting Letters of Administration. 

Notice. — Whereas letters of administration upon [ofttestamentary 
to, in case of an executor) the estate of Henry Holt, late of Doyles- 
town, yeoman, have been granted to the subscriber, all persons in- 
debted to the said estate are requested to make immediate payment, 
and those having; claims or demands against the same, will make 
known the same without delay, to Jonx Jones, 

Administrator, 

Doylestown, December 14th, a. d. 18 — . 



Inventory of Property. 

A TEUB and perfect inventory and just appraisement of all and 
singular the goods and chattels, rights and credits, which were of 
Henry Holt, late of the Borough of Doylestown, County of Bucks, 
and State of Pennsylvania, yeoman, deceased, at the time of his 
death, to wit : 

[Here append the inventory, estimating bonds, notes, book- 
accounts, and the like, under the headings of " good," "doubtful," 
and " bad." If real estate is to be appraised, include that in the 
same inventory, adding up, however, the inventory of the personal 
property separately.] 

Taken and appraised by us, the sixteenth day of December, a. d. 
18 — . Andrew Thompson, 

James Miller. 
Bucks County ss. 

Personally appeared before me, Justice of the Peace [or any pro- 
per officer), in and for the said County, Andrew Thompson, and 
James Miller, who upon their solemn oath (or affirmation), do 
depose and say, that they, at the request of {as the case requires,) 
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did well and truly, and without prejudice or partiality, value and 
appraise the goods, chattels, and credits, which were of Henry Holt, 
deceased, as set forth in the inventory hereto annexed, and in all 
respects perform their duties, as appraisers, to the best of their skill 
and judgment. Andrew Thompson, 

James Millek. 
Sworn (or affl/rmed) and subscribed this seventeenth day of De 
cember, a. d. 18 — , before me, Ephbaim Banks, 

Justice of the Peace. 



H"otice of Widow, to the Administrator, of Claim to Personal 
Property, for use in States where the Widow or Children may- 
take advantage of the Exemption laws. 

John Jones, Administrator of Henry Holt, deceased : — 
You will please take notice, that I claim the benefit of ijiere 
insert tlie section and Act, under which claim is made), and 
elect to take under the same as widow of the said Henry Holt, de- 
ceased, the following articles of personal property, or so many of 
them as shall be of the value of [insert the sum allowed by Statute) 
dollars, to wit : (specifying the furniture, or other personal pro- 
perty selected.) And I request that the same be appraised and set 
apart for the use of myself and family. 

Yours respectfully, 

Eliza Holt. 
Doylcstown, December 25th, 18 — . 



Appointment of Appraisers. 
Estate op Henry Holt, deceased. — I, John Jones, administrator 
of Henry Holt, deceased, do hereby certify that I have selected and 
summoned John Fox, David Ela, and Francis Carr, three disinter- 
ested and competent persons, to appraise the personal property 
elected to be taken and kept by Eliza Holt, widow of Henry Holt, 
under the [reciting section and Act as hefore). Witness my hand 
this 29th day of Dec. a. d. 18—. 

John Jones. 
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Form for Appraisement. 

IN THE MATTER OF HENKT HOLT, DECEASED. 

The undersigned having been selected and summoned by John 
Jones, administrator of Henry Holt, deceased, to appraise the personal 
property retained by Eliza Holt, \Yidow of Henry Holt deceased, 
under the provisions of [reciting as above), and having been respec- 
tively sworn (or affirmed), do value and appraise the same as follows, 
to wit: — [inserting articles retained and value of each). Witness 
our ha'nds and seals this 28th day of December, a. d. 18 — . 

John Fox, [seal.] 

David Bla, [seal.] 
Francis Cark, [seal.] 



Petition for Sale of Land to pay Debts. 
[To be addressed to the Court of Ordinary, Court of Probate, 
Orphans' Court, County Court, or Surrogate, or as the case may be, 
of the proper county.] 

To THE Honorable the Judges of the Orphans' Court of the County 
of Bucks : The petition of John Jones, a'dministrator of the estate 
of Henry Holt, late of said county, deceased, respectfully represents : 
That the said Henry Holt died intestate, seized in his demesne as of 
fee, among other things, of the following real estate, to wit : — [De- 
scribe fully and at length the tract or tracts •proposed to be sold.'[ 

That the personal estate of the said deceased is insufficient to pay 
his debts, and that it is necessary to sell a portion of the real estate 
for the payment thereof. 

That a true and perfect inventory and just appraisement of all 
the personal estate of said deceased, a full and correct statement 
of all his real estate, together with a just and true account, upon 
oath (or affirmation) of all the debts of the said deceased, which 
have come to the knowledge of your petitioner, are hereunto ap- 
pended. 

Your petitioner therefore respectfully prays an order of said Court 
to authorize a sale by him of the real estate described in this petition. 

John Jones. 
[Here add inventory and appraisement of all the personal estate, 
statements in full of the real estate, and the specific debts due from 
the real estate.] 
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State or Pennsylvania, Bucks County, ss. 
John Jones, the above-named petitioner, being duly sworn (or 
affirmed ) according to law, deposes and says, that the facts set forth 
in the foregoing petition are just and true, and that the inventory 
and appraisement of the personal estate of said deceased, and the 
statement of the said deceased's real estate, and the account of his 
debts which have come to the knowledge of said petitioner, thereunto 
annexed, are just and true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

John Jones. 
Sworn (or affirmed) and subscribed before me, this second day of 
January, a. d. 18—. Ephraim Banks, 

Justice of the Peace.. 



Form for Administrator's Deed for XiaiKl sold to pay Debts. 

This Indenture made the tenth day of February, in the year of our 
Lord 18 — , between John Jones, administrator of all and singular, 
the goods, chattels, rights, and credits which were of Henry Holt, 
late of the borough of Doylestown and Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania, yeoman, who died intestate, of the one part, and Edwin 
Harris of the said borough, of the other part ; Whereas, the said 
Henry Holt, in his lifetime and at his death, was seized in his de- 
mesne, as of fee, of and in a certain tract (or tracts, if necessary) 

of land, situate in said borough, containing acres: And 

whereas, letters of administration of all and singular the goods, 
chattels, rights, and credits, which were of the said Henry Holt at 
the time of his death, were afterward in due form of law, committed 
to the aforesaid John Jones : And whereas, by the petition of the 
said John Jones to the Judges of the Orphans' Court of Bucks 
County at Doylestown, the fifth day of January, a. d. 18 — , setting 
forth that the personal estate of the said Henry Holt was insuf- 
ficient to pay his just debts, a schedule of which, together with an 
inventory of the said debts, and also a statement of all the real 
estate of said deceased, was thereto attached, and praying said 
Court to allow him to make sale of so much of said lands as the said 
Oourt snould judge necessary for the purpose aforesaid : it was 
thereupon ordered by the said Court, that the lands hereafter de- 
scribed should be sold according to the prayer of the petitioner : 
And whereq,s, in pursuance of the said order, and by virtue or the 
3 
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laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in such case made and 
provided, afterward, to wit, on the seventh day of February, a. d. 
18—, at said Doylestown, the said John Jones did expose to sale at 
public vendue the land hereinafter described, with the appurtenances, 
the same having been by him duly advertised according to law, and 
then and there did sell the same to the said Edwin Harris, he being 

the highest bidder, for the sum of ■ dollars, that being the 

highest and best price bid for the same ; which sale, a report thereof 
being made to the said Orphans' Court, was on the ninth day of 
February, a. d. 18 — , confirmed by the same, as by the records and 
proceedings of the said Court, reference thereto being had, will 
more fully appear : — 

Now this Indenture witnesseth, that the said John Jones, for and 

in oonsideratiou of the said sum of dollars, to him in hand 

paid by the said Edwin Harris, at and before the ensealing or de- 
livery hereof, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, has 
granted, bargained, sold, released, and confirmed, and by these 
presents, in pursuance and by virtue of the said order of Court, doth 
grant, bargain, sell, release, and confirm, unto the said Edwin 
Harris, and to his heirs and assigns, all that certain messuage, etc. 
bounded and described as follows : Beginning etc., (describing the 
premises,) together with all and singular the rights, liberties, privi- 
leges, hereditaments, and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto be- 
longing or in anywise appertaining, and the reversions, remainders, 
rents, issues, and profits thereof: And also all the estate, right, 
title, interest, property, claim, and demand whatsoever of the said 
Henry Holt, at and immediately before the time of his decease, in 
law or equity, or otherwise howsoever, of, in, to, or out of the 
same. 

To have and to hold the said messuage or tract of acres 

of land, hereditaments, and premises hereby granted, with the ap- 
purtenances, unto the said Edwin Harris, his heirs and assigns, 
forever. In witness whereof, the said party of the first part, adminis- 
trator as aforesaid, hath hereunto set his hand and seal, the day and 
year first above written. 
Signed, sealed, and delivered } 
in presence of 1 John Jones, [seal.] 

Caleb Hayden, 
Henht Ekden. 
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State op Peknsylvania, Bucks County, ss. 

Before me the subscriber, one of the Justices of the Peace in and 
for the said county, personally came the abovenamed John Jones, 
administrator of the estate of Henry Holt, who in due form of law 
acknowledged the above indenture to be his act and deed as such 
administrator, to the end that the same might be recorded as such 
according to law 

In testimony of which I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 

tenth day of February, a. d. 18 — . 

Bphkaim Banks, 

Justice of the Peace. 



Form for Administrator's Account. 
The account of John Jones, administrator of all and singular the 

goods, etc., which were of Henry Holt, late, of Doylestown, 

County of Bucks, yeoman, deceased. 

[To be followed by an affidavit : for form of which see " Affi- 
davits."] 



18— 


De. 

The said accountant 
charges himself with 
aU and singular the 
goods, etc., -which were 
of the said deceased, 
according to an inven- 


Dolls. 


Cts. 


18— 
Jan.l 


Ce. 

The said accountant 
claims credit and al- 
lowance for the fol- 
lowing disbursements, 
viz. : 

By cash paid for let- 


Dolls. 


Cts. 




tory and appraisement 








ters of administration, 


6 


00 




thereof filed in 






" 


By cask paid tor fu- 








office in — — amounting 








neral expenses, . . 


J64 


21 




to 


70,800 


60 


" 


Bv cash paid for me- 
dloi'ne 


20 


00 




He further charges 






" 


By cash paid for ser- 








himself with the follow- 








vants' wages, . . . 


40 


25 




ing sums receiyed in 
cash since inventory ; 






<( 


By cash paid for note 














to Aaron Foster, . . 


1500 


00 










" 


By cash paid for bal- 






Jan. 1 


Interest on Philadel- 








ance of book account 








phia bonds, . 


600 


00 




to John Ervin, . . 


480 


00 








Jeb. 1 


By cash paid for on 






i( 


Interest on note of 








contract of dec'd with 








HeniT" Clarke, . . 


4ao 


00 


„ 


Eufus Elmer, . . . 
By cash paid for state 


10,000 


00 


Feb. 1 


Interest on bond of 








and county tax for 18 — , 


825 


60 




William Day, . . 


84 


SO 


May 1 


By cash paid for Tho. 
Barr for stating this 






a 


Dividend of 4 per ct. 








account, 


25 


00 




on Girard Bank stock. 


561 


25 




[If property set apart 
to widows or children 






tt 


Dividend of 3 per ct. 








was included in inven- 








on Reading R. R. stock. 


200 


75 




tory and appraismeut, 
claim a credit for same.] 

Admin's commission, 
5 per ct. on $72,700 00. 

Balance in favor of 


3,630 


00 




June 1,13—. 








estate, . . . . '. 
John- Joxes. 


66,004 


91 




72,700 


00 


72,700 


00 




An Affidavit is an oath or afBrmation, 

^j^^ ^fetf ^y reduced to writing, sworn or affirmed to, 

- ^V' before some officer empowered to admin- 

S2l!?«ffl'i'^ '-' - -i i^ter it. 

In a few of the States, oaths admin- 
istered extra-judicially (that is, relative to 
matters not connected with a proceeding 
fc in a Court of Justice,) are forbidden by 
Statute. In the greater number, how- 
ever, they are not only permitted, but 

A KSLTC OP THE REVOLUTION, ) J J i ' 

oRASGEBnKGH, 8. u. arc lu frequont use in various business 

transactions. 

[Specific affidavits will he found througJiout this worJc, appended 
to the various forms to which they are adapited. A few of those in 
more general use throughout the country are inserted here.l 




'■■} 



Common Form of an Affidavit. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Suffolk, ss : 
Boston, July 1st, 18 — . 
'J'lien the abovenamed A. B. personally appeared and made oath 
(or solemrdy affirmed), that the foregoing declaration, by him sub- 
scribed, is true. Before me, Thomas E. Hooper, 

Justice of the Peace. 
(36) 
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A.ffldavit to a Petition. 
State of New York, Oneida County, ss; 
Before me, the subscriber, one of the Justices of the Peace in and 
for the said County {or Alderman, or Judge, as the case may be), 
personally appeared Silas Burroughs, abovenatned, who, being duly 
Bworn [or affirmed) according to law, doth depose and say {or sol- 
em-nly affirm), that the facts set forth in the foregoing petition {or 
as the case is,) are true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

Silas Bueeoughs. 
Sworn {or affirmed,) and subscribed before me, this ninth day of 
May, A. D. 18 — . William J. Eolfe, 

Justice of the Peace. 



Affidavit of Service of JNTotioe. 

[Keciting, as in the foregoing, as far as " depose and say."] 

depose and say, that he served the withiu notice (or, as the 

case is,) on Marshal Cobb, within-naraed, on the fourth day of April, 
A. D. 18 — , by leaving a true and attested copy of the same at his 

dwelling-house {or as the case is) in , in the presence of an 

adult member of his family. 

[Jf the service be personal, say, "by handing to him a true and 
attested copy of the same at, etc.'' Or, "by reading the contents 
to him in his presence and hearing."] 

Sworn, etc., [as in foregoing.) 



Affidavit of Administrator, etc., to an Account. 

State of Pennsylvania, Bucks County, ss: 

Before me, etc., (describing the ofScer,) personally appeared 
John Jones, administrator (or executor, assignee, trustee, or guar- 
dian.) aforesaid, who doth depose and say, that the above- 
stated account is just and true, to the best of his knowledge and 
belief. 

Sworn, etc. 



Affidavit to Signature of an absent or deceased 'Witness. 

State OP Ohio, SoioTo County, ss; , ' ' 

Be it remembered, that on the third day of August, A. D. 18—' 
before me, etc., personally appeared Joseph Cooper, of fall- age, who 
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being duly sworn according to law, doth depose and say that he is 
well acquainted with the hand-writing of Walter Alford, one of the 
subscribing witnesses to the within {naming the kind of vjnting), 
having frequently seen him write, and that he verily believes that 
the name of the said Walter Alford, signed to the same, as one of 
the attesting witnesses, is the proper hand-writing of the said Walter 
Alford, who is now absent (or deceased, as the case is) . 
Sworn, etc. 



AffldaTit of Partner in liimited Partnership. 

State of New Hampshiek, Coos County, ss: 

Before me, etc., personally appeared the above-named Harrison 
Blaisdell, one of the general partners of the firm of Blaisdell and 
Abbott, referred to in the foregoing agreement, and, being duly 
sworn, did depose and say, that the several sums therein specified to 
have been contributed by each of the special partners named there- 
in, to the common stock, to wit : the sum [as the case is with 

each), have been so contributed, and actually and in good faith paid 
in cash. 

Sworn, etc. 



Affidavit for Goods Sold and Delivered. 

State op Indiana, OouNTr op Haekison, ss: 

Walter Forward, of Corydon, in said County, being duly sworn, 
deposes and says, that Amasa Peabody, of Hartford, County of 
Hartford, and State of Connecticut, is justly and truly indebted 

unto him, this deponent, in the sura of dollars, for goods sold 

and delivered .by him to the said Amasa Peabody ; that he has 
given credit to the said Amasa Peabody for all payments and set- 
offs to which he is justly entitled, and that the balance claimed ac- 
cording to the foregoing account is justly due ; and that said account 
is correctly stated. 

Sworn, etc. 



Affidavit of Clerk for Same, 

State of Indiana, County op Hareison, ss: 
Dallas Goodwin, of said County, being duly sworn, doth depose 
and say, that Amasa Peabody, County of Hartford, and State of 
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Connecticut, is justly and truly indebted unto Walter Forward, of 
Oorydon, County of Harrison, and State of Indiana, in the sum 

of dollars, for goods sold and delivered to the said Peabody 

by the said Forward; that this deponent packed said goods, and de- 
livered them to the said Peabody ; that the account hereto annexed 
is correctly stated, it having been duly copied by this deponent from 
the proper books of the said Forward, and by himself examined ; 
that full credit has been given to the said Amasa Peabody, for all 
payments and set-offs to which he is justly entitled ; and that the 
balance claimed is justly due, according to the foregoing account. 
Sworn, etc. 



Afadavit of Publication of BTotice. 

State of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia County, ss : 

Thomas R. Gkoom ) In the Common Pleas of Philadelphia 

vs. ]■ County, of June Term, 18 — . 

Joseph C. Gilbert, j No. 185. 

Lloyd Hixon, being duly sworn (or affirmed) according to law, 
saith that he is the publisher of a weekly newspaper in the City and 
County of Philadelphia, called " The Pennsylvania Journal," and 
that the above notice was published in said paper for six weeks, the 
last publication being upon the sixteenth day of May, a. d. 18 — . 

Sworn (or affirmed) and subscribed before me, this first day of 
June, A. D. 18 — . William Haynes, 

Alderman. 




An Aqent is a person acting for 
another, called, in relation to him, a 
Principal. If he be appointed to 
transact all the business of his prin- 
cipal, or all of a particular kind, he 
raiTED sTjiTEs MINT, PHILADELPHIA. Is Called a General Agent ; if only 
appointed for a specific and particular purpose, a Special Agent. 
The principal classes of Commercial Agents are Auctioneers, 
and Brokers, and Factors or Commission Merchants. 

An Auctioneer is a person entrusted with the sale of property 
at public vendue, and is, in the absence of a special agreement, 
paid by a commission on the gross proceeds of sale. Until the 
bid is knocked down, he is the agent of the seller alone ; after this, 
the agent of the purchaser also, and a memorandum by him, made 
at the time, binds both parties. A bid, however, may be' retracted 
at any time before the knocking down. 

A Broker is an agent employed to negotiate between other par- 
ties, and is understood to act in the name of his principal. 

A Factor, or Commission Merchant, is an agent employed to 
sell goods consigned or delivered to him, by or for his principal, 
for a commission. He differs from a broker, in having the actual 
possession of the goods. 
(40) 
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Attorneys are also agents, acting, in legal proceedings, in behalf 
of their employers or clients. 

An Agent may be constituted in three ways ; by deed under seal, 
by a writing without seal, or by mere words. 

To escape personal responsibility, the mere use of the word 
" Agent," in executing written contracts, will not suffice ; the name 
of the principal must also appear. The safest mode in such cases 
is to execute thus : " A. B." (the principal,) " by his Attorney, 0. 
D.,'' or " 0. D. for A. B." All contracts under seal should be made 
in the name of the principal. 

An agent is liable for interest, if any has actually been made on 
a balance in his hands, but not if it has lain idle. ^ 

If an authority to act as agent be given for a valuable considera- 
tion ; or be accompanied with an interest on the part of the agent 
in the subject-matter of the agency ; or be a part of security taken ; 
such authority cannot be revoked by the principal, unless there be 
an express stipulation to the contrary. In all other cases the prin- 
cipal has the right to revoke the authority as he pleases ; exposing 
himself, however, to a claim of damages, if he revoke an authority, 
given for a definite time, before the expiration of that time, unless 
satisfactory cause therefor be shown. 

An agency may also be revoked by the operation of law : either 
by the expiration of the time for which it was constituted ; or by 
such a change in the condition or relation of either party as pro- 
duces an incapacity to act — as if an unmarried woman execute a 
letter of attorney and afterward marry, or become insane ; or by the 
insolvency of the principal ; or by the death of either party ; or by 
the extinction of the subject-matter of the agency ; or by its com- 
plete fulfillment. 

When an agency is revoked by the act of the principal, such 
revocation affects the agent, and other persons, only from the time 
when it is known by him or them. An agent ought, for his own 
security, to act under written authority. 
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It is not generally safe to make payment to a broker if his prinoi- 
Dal be known; otherwise, in the case of a commission merchant, if 
it be in the course of his business, and the principal had not for- 
bidden payment. 

A commission merchant has a lien, or claim, on all the goods ol his 
prin ;ipal in his hand as agent, to the extent of the balance of his 
general account as such agent. To render such lien, however, valid, 
actual possession must be retained by him of the goods. 

All general legal principles, affecting the relation of principal and 
agent, may be limited or enlarged by distinct written agreement. 

Powers of .vtiorney. — A power of attorney, or letter of at- 
torney, is a written instrument, commonly under seal, by which one 
or more persons, called constituents, authorize one or more other 
persons, called attorneys, to act instead of the former. 

The authority given maybe either general or special, revocable or 
irrevocable. If a power of attorney is to be recorded, it must be 
aoknowleged. Where any act of the attorney is to be by deed, the 
authority to execute it must also be by deed. A power of attorney 
to execute a sealed instrument, must itself be under seal. A power 
of attorney to convey lands requires the same formalities, in its ac- 
knowledgment by both husband and wife, as a deed by them would 
require. 

"Where an attorney makes a, conveyance, he should execute the 
deed in the name of his principal, affix the seal of the principal to 
it^, and acknowledge it before a magistrate to be the deed of the 
Brincipal. The person taking land under such ■■•■ deed should have 
the power of attorney recorded in the county where the land is. 

No attorney has power to nominate a substitute unless it be ex- 
pressly given him in the power creating him attorney. Powers of 
attorney to be used in foreign countries should be acknowledged before 
a Notary Public, and certified by the Consul of the particular foreign 
couutrj*. At the dicath of the constituent, the power of attorney ceases. 
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General Porm for Power of Attorney. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Walter B. Mitchell, 
of Trenton, County of Mercer, and State of New Jersey, have made, 
constituted, and appointed, and by these presents do make, consti- 
tute, and appoint John 0. Huckins of Baltimore, County of Balti- 
more, and State of Maryland, a true and lawful attorney for me, 
and in my name, place, and stead, and in my behalf to [insert the 
things which the attorney is to do) ; giving and granting unto my 
said attorney full power and authority generally to do and perform 
all and every act and thing whatsoever requisite or proper to effec- 
tuate all or any of the premises, or any other matter or thing 
appertaining or belonging to me, with the same powers, and to all 
intents and purposes, with the same validity, as I, if personally 
present, could ; [giving and granting also unto my said attorney full 
power to substitute one or more attorney or attorneys under him, 
my said attorney, in or concerning the premises or any part thereof, 
and the same at his pleasure to revoke ; and] hereby verifying and 
confirming whatsoever my said attorney [or his substitute or substi- 
tutes] shall and may do by virtue hereof, in the premises. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and afiixed my 
seal this eighteenth day of September, in the yeai- of our Lord 18—. 
Signed sealed and delivered") Walter B. Mitchell, [seal.] 

in presence of ) 

Jacob Hunsickbr, 
John B. Eeifp. 

[N. B.— By omitting the words in brackets, commencing " giving 
and granting also unto my said attorney," etc., also, " or his substi- 
tute, etc.," no power to appoint substitute is given.] 

If the attorney is empowered to collect debts, then insert as fol- 
lows in the foregoing form .-—Ho ask, demand, recover, and receive all 
' and any sum or sums of money, debts, dues, merchandise, or effects, 
due, payable, coming, or belonging, or which may at any time 
hereafter be due, payable, and belonging to me, from [nami7ig the 
particular persons, if so intended, or] any person or persons what- 
soever. 

If empowered to sell and lease lands, insert as follows:— To enter 
into, and take possession of, all such messuages, lands, tenements. 
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hereditameuts, and real estate whatsoever, in [describe the locaho.n\, 
to or in which I am or maybe in any way entitled or interested; and 
to grant, bargain, sell, and convey the same, or any part or parcel 
thereof, for such sum or price and on such terms as to him shall 
seem fitting and proper ; and for me and in my name to make, exe- 
cute, acknowledge, and deliver good and sufficient conveyances for 
the same, either with or without covenant and warranty ; and, until 
the same shall be sold, to demise, lease, and to farm let the said real 
estate for the best rent that can be procured for the same ; and to 
ask, demand, recover, collect, and receive all sums of money which 
shall become due and owing to me by means of such bargain, sale, 
or lease, and to take all lawful ways and means for the recovery 
thereof: to compound and agree for the same, and to execute and 
deliver sufficient acquittances and discharges therefor. 

J^ to purchase and sell goods, etc., then as follows: — To purchase 
any goods, merchandise, or specie, or other commodities on my ac- 
count, for such prices and to such amount as he may deem meet, and 
the same to sell again for my benefit, and on my account, for any prices 
whatsoever ; to ship and transport the same, or any part thereof, on my 
behalf and account, to any port or ports, place or places whatsoever, 
in any vessel or vessels, and with or under the charge of, and to, any 
person or persons whatsoever, and there barter, exchange, and dis- 
pose of the same ; and generally to do and act relative to the insur- 
ance upon, and the security of the same, as to him shall seem most 
proper. 

^ to settle partnership, asfollotos: — To settle and adjust all part- 
nership demands, accounts, and claims now existing between myselt 
and R. S., G. H., M. N., (or any person or persons w-hatsoever) and 
to submit the same to, and decide them by arbitration, and in all 
matters appertaining to the settlement and adjustment of the affairf 
of said partnership, in all respects to do and act as by him shall be 
deemed best. 

If to execute writings, etc.: — To make, execute, and acknowledge 
all contracts, orders, deeds, writings, and instruments of any kind 
which may be necessary in order more fully to effectuate and perform 
the foregoing premises. 



BUSI NESS LAW. 

A note or contract made (or dated) on Sunday, or by a minor, or witliout 
consideration, is void. 

Signatures made witlx lead pencil ave good, in law 

■Tlie maker of an "accommodation" bill or note is not'liable to the party 
accommodated, but is bound to allottlersastlloughthcl■l-'^vc^ea valid considor.itiou. 
A note fallmg due on Sunday, or on a legal holiday, nuist bo i>aid on the day 
before. If Satrrrday should be a holiday, and tlic note fall due im Suudiiy, it 
should be paid on Friday; and it Jionday is a hoUday, and the nolc falls\lac on 
Monday, it should be paid on Saturday. 

A .note' may be endorsed on the face or back— usually on the bacli; and the 
endorser Is liable if the maker fails to pay, provided he is i^er, cd with notice of 
protest mthin twenty-four hours after it f aU.s due. - 

A note" is a written promise to pay. An acceptance is a draft, accepted by the 
pa;yer, and made payable~at a fixed and definite time. Either is negotiable. 

Principals are responsible for the acts of their agents. 

The acts of one partner bind all the rest. 

If a check or draft is not presented for pajTnent promptly, that is as soon as it 
can reach the place of payment in duo course of business, and if, in the meantime, 
the bank or payer fails, the holder and not Llie maker nm^-t lose the amount. 

A note or draft may be presented at any time dunng the day that it falls due. 
even aftei;^ lousiness hours, and the payee has the riglii to refuse anything except 
banlc bills or a certified check, and if not so paid, the note or draft will be prol cstcd 
the next day, and notices sent to all endorsers, who then become severally liable. 

An endorser is.not liable if he endorses after the words "\^■ithout recourse." 

All claims which do not rest on a "seal" or "judgment" must be sued within 
six years.froin the time they originate. 

Part payment of a debt that has passed the time of statutoiy Jimitatjon 
rem'es the whole debt, which holds for another period of six years. 

A debtor has the light to designate on which BUI ho wishes to make payment, 
■when partial payments are made. ' 

An oral agreement miist be proved by wtnesses. 

. The finder of negotiable paper or other property, must make reasonable efforts 
to find the owner, er otherwise ho will be liable to a charge of larceny. 

Notes do not bear interest, unless stated in tlie note. 

A Will should begm with the words "In the name of God, amen;" and aU be- 
quests should be plainly and unequivocally made and stated, without interlineations 
or erasures. Any change in a will should be made by qodical, and both that and 
the principal insti-ument should be signed and sealed before tyo witnesses. 

All legal mstruments arc to be interpreted according 'to the natural use of 
language. It is better to avo id any peculiar phrasology (a- technical terms. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Enoch "West, of War- 
saw County of Barbour, and State of Mississippi, do malie, consti- 
tute' and appoint Daniel Gurney, of New Orleans, State of Louisiana, 
my true and lawful attorney, for me and in my name and behalf, to 
transfer, assign, and set over unto Thomas Demond, of said New 
Orleans (or, any other person or persons), ten shares m the capi- 
tal stock of the airard Bank, in Philadelphia, State of Pennsyl- 
vania, standing in my name on the books of said corporation, and 
to do all necessary acts, and to make the necessary acquittances 



Let us recommend to you 
DuRNo's Catarrh S^jmrj'. It ts 
the best knowii remedy fM* that 
most disagreeable complain' . 
Thousands have used It \\ith 
most beneficial resxilta. Read 
the following. 

GENEVAj'Kan., March, 4, 1880. 
I have used Durno's Catarrh 
Snupp, and it is the only thing 
that does me any good. It al- 
ways effect a speedy cure. 
Respectfully, 

E. A. SAVAGE, 




And so she has to place it on top of the ca> 
riage and go bareheaded, and cateh cold. 

Dr. Hall's Balsam for the LuK6s curea 
colds, coughs and consumption. 



WATSON'S NEURALGIA KING- - 

This is one of the best remedies for Neuralgia ever invented. It Ls not a 
linhnent, but is a medicine to be taken hrtemally, and cures by going right to the 
root of the disease. A lady who had tried many other things, without relief, tried 
Neuralgia King, and was immediately cured. "We guarantee it in all cases, 
when used according to directions. 

THE FAMOUS RUSSIAN HAIR DYE. 

Without Preparation, Gradual and Imperceptible Change to Even and Natural 
Color. With Preparation, Instantaneous and Permajient Black or Brown. 



CoNVEKiKNCE.i— The dye is put up_ in two forms: first, in a single bottle, which 
Is complete in itself, and whicn obviates the inconvenience and trouble of using 
several li quids; Second, in a box accompanied by a preparation,^ by the use of 
which thi J color is instantly brought out, jn the absence of the sunlight, or even of 
daylight. ^^"Natuealness^ — Tlie pi-eat beauty of this Hair Dye is that it pro- 
duces the NATtiRAL COLOR of the hair, and does not give a bunit appearance. 
t|S^t:.'HEAPNEs^^. — The .price of the Russian Hair Dte is only Fifty Cents, in 
either foi^, the Doublfe Preparation being offered at the same price as the. single, 
tniis maU-ingit the Cheapest Hair Dye IN THE Market. 



nership demands, accounts, and claims now existing between mys"elt 
and E. S., G. H., M. N., {or any person or persons w-hatsoever) and 
to submit the same to, and decide tliem by arbitration, and in all 
matters appertaining to the settlement and adjustment of the affairr 
of said partnership, in all respects to do and act as by him shall be 
deemed best. i 



If to execute loritings, gic.;— To make, execute, and acknowledge 
all contracts, orders, deeds, writings, and instruments of any kind 
which may be necessary in order more fully to effectuate and perforin 
the foregoing premises. 



BUSINESS LAW. 



If to make and accept notes, etc. : — To accept any bill or bills of ex- 
change, order or orders, make and execute any promissory note oi 
notes, in my name and on my account, to and for any amount 
by him deemed necessary or expedient. 

ff to appear in suits: — To appear and plead for me before any 
courts or tribunals having jurisdiction of any suits or actions brought, 
or to be brought, against me by any person or persons whatsoever, and ; 
to allow and establish therein all requisites ; to determine the same, 
and any question arising therefrom, by arbitration or otherwise, ag 
he shall judge fitting and proper. 



Power of Attorney to Receive Money on a Bond or Note. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Frederick Gorton, of 
Camden, County of Wilcox, and State of Alabama, do make, con. 
stitute, and appoint Miles Standard of Nashville, County of David, 
son, and State of Tennessee, my true and lawful attorney, for me 
and in my name, to ask, demand, and receive from James Lyons, of 
Philadelphia, County of Philadelphia, and State of Pennsylvania, 

the sum of dollars, due unto me by virtue of a certain bond or 

obligation (or promissory note) bearing date the second day of 
March, a. d. 18 — ; and upon non-payment of the same, to use and 
take all lawful ways and means, in my name or otherwise, for the 
recovery of the same with interest, if any there be due, by attach- 
ment, bill, arrest, or otherwise. 

In witness whereof, etc., (as in foregoing). 



Power to Transfer Stock. 

Know all Men by these Peesents, that I, Enoch "West, of War- 
saw, County of Barbour, and State of Mississippi, do make, consti- 
tute, and appoint Daniel Gurney, of New Orleans, State of Louisiana, 
my true and lawful attorney, for me and in my name and behalf, to 
transfer, assign, and set over unto Thomas Demond, of said New 
Orleans (or, any other person or persons), ten shares in the capi- 
tal stock of the G-irard Bank, in Philadelphia, State of Pennsyl- 
vania, standing in my name on the books of said corporation, and 
to do all necessary acts, and to make the necessary acquittances 
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and discharges to effect the premises ; (add, if desired, and I do fur. 
ther empoioer him to substitute any person or persons under him 
with like power) ; hereby ratifying and oonfirraing all my said at- 
torney {or his substitute, or substitutes, to be added, if desired,) shall 
lawfully do by virtue hereof. — In witness whereof, etc. 



Power to Beoeive Dividend. 

Know all Men by these Pkesents, that I, Emmons Tweed, of 
Albany, County of Albany, State of New York, do constitute and 
appoint Carlos Cook, of Charleston, South Carolina, to receive from 

tiie Cashier of the Appleton Bank (or the Treasurer of ,) of the 

city of Providence, State of Rhode Island, the dividend or dividends 
now due me, on all stock standing to my name on the books of the 
said Bank, and to receipt for the same ; hereby ratifying and confirm- 
ing all that by him may lawfully be done by virtue hereof in the 
premises. — Witness my hand, etc. 



Power to Vote. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, John Hart, of Nor- 
ristown, County of Montgomery, and State of Pennsylvania, do 
hereby make, constitute, and appoint Edward Ramsay, of said Nor- 
ristown, my proxy, for me and in my name and behalf, to vote at 
any election for directors [or'whatever officers are necessary) of the 
(insert the style of the corporation,) and on all other matters which 
at any regular meeting of the stockholders, (or as the case may be,) 
may properly come before them for their action. 

In witness whereof, etc. 



General Power of Substitution. 
To ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COMB, OEBETINQ : Whereas 

Walter B. Mitchell, of Trenton, County of Mercer, and State of 
New Jersey, by a certain letter of attorney, dated the 18th day of 
September, a. d. 18 — , did constitute, authorize, and appoint John 
C. Huckins, of Baltimore, County of Baltimore, and State of Mary- 
land, to [as in the original power), as in and by the said letter of 
attorney hereunto annexed [on record at, etc., as the case is), refer- 
ence being thereunto had, appears : Now know ye, that I, the said 
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John C. Huckins, have made, appointed and substituted, and, by 
virtue of the power and authority to me given by the before-recited 
letter of attorney, do by these presents, make, appoint, and substi- 
tute Nathan Hyer, of Eichmonfl, County of Bichmond, and State 
of Virginia, to be the true and lawful attorney of the said Walter 
B. Mitchell, the constituent in the aforenamed letter of attorney, to 
do, execute, and perform all such acts, deeds, matters and things, as 
shall and may be necessary to be done and performed in order to 
effect the purposes and objects in the said letter of attorney con- 
tained, as fully and effectually, to all intents and pui-poses, as 1 my- 
self might or could do, by virtue of the power and authority afore- 
said, if myself personally present ; hereby ratifying and confirming 
whatsoever my said substitute may lawfully do by virtue hereof. 
In witness whereof, etc. 



Letter of Kevooation. 

"Whbeeas I, Walter B. Mitchell, of Trenton, County of Mercer, 
and State of New Jersey, did, on the 16th September, a. d. — by a 
certain instrument in writing, or letter of attorney, make and ap- 
point John C. Plucldns, of Baltimore, County of Baltimore, and 
State of Maryland, to be my true and lawful attorney, in my name 
and for my use, to (here set forth what the attorney was authorized 
to do, precisely in the language of tlie original power,) as by the 
same writing, reference thereto being had, will fully appear : Now, 
Know all Men by these Presents, that I, the said Walter B. 
Mitchell, for a good cause and valuable consideration, have re- 
voked, recalled, and made void, and by these presents do revoke, 
recall, and make void, to all intents and purposes, the said recited 
letter of attorney, and all powers or authorities therein granted, 
and all acts and things which shall, or may be done or performed 
by virtue thereof, in any manner whatsoever. 

[If another attorney is to be appointed, continue thus : — " And 
further know ye, that I, the said Walter B. Mitchell, do by these 
presents name, constitute, and appoint, and in my place and stead 
put and depute, Henry Holden, of St. Louis, State of Missouri, to 
be my true and lawful attorney, etc.," or as desired.] 

In -witness whereof, etc. 
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Signature to a Deed executed by writing of Power of 
Attorney. 

In witness whereof, the said Walter B. Mitchell hath hereunto 
set his hand and affixed his seal by John 0. Huckins, his attorney 
in fact, duly thereto authorized by power of attorney, recorded in 
Book M., page 284, in the office for recording Deeds, in said County. 

Walter B. Mitchell, [seal.] 
By Ixis attorney in fact, 

John C. Huckins, [seal.] 



Acknowledgment of Same, 

Indiana County, ss : ^ 
Before me, the subscriber, one of the Justices of the Peace within 
and for the said County, personally came the abovenamed John 
0. Huckins, and in his own name and in the name of his constituent, 
the abovenamed Walter B. Mitchell, in due form of law acknowl- 
edged the foregoing indenture to be his own act and deed, and the 
act and deed of his constituent, the said Walter B. Mitchell, by 
him, the said John C. Huckins, done and executed by virtue of a 
power of attorney to him for that purpose granted : [to the end that 
the same might as such be recorded.] 
In testimony whereof, etc., 

Hamsiatt Norton, 

Justice of the Peace. 
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The legal name of an agreement is a 
contract ; which is defined, an agreement 
upon sufficient consideration, to do, or 
not to do, a particular thing. If under 
seal, it is called a specialty ; if not, an 
agreement by parol: the latter term 
including all agreements, both verbal 
and written, not under seal. 
It is advisable in contracts to add a seal, as such are generally in 
law of a higher consideration. A written agreement can be more 
easily proved than a verbal one. A large proportion of lawsuits 
arise from a neglect to have agreements distinctly understood and 
clearly expressed. 

A signature of initials or names with a lead-pencil is binding ; so 
also a mark with a pen or lead-pencil, (especially if witnessed,) if a 
person cannot write his name. p 

Fraud entirely destroys all agreements ; misrepresentations of 
important facts by one party entitle the other to refuse to be bound. 
"When agreements are made for the sale of goods by sample, the 
goods delivered must correspond with the sample, or the buyer is 
not bound. An alteration in the date of an agreement destroys it. 
When a person deposits in the post-ofBce an acceptance of a pro- 
position made through mail by another, the contract is thenceforth 
complete in law. 

4 (49) 
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Six things are necessary to make an agreement complete : 1st, A 
person to contract ; 2d, A person to be contracted with ; 3d, A thing 
to be contracted for ; 4th, A lawful consideration ; 5th, Clear and 
explicit words to express the agreement ; and 6th, The assent of the 
contracting parties. 

1, 2. Persons under the age of twenty-one years, married women, 
insane persons, idiots, and those grossly intoxicated, are not compe- 
tent in law to make a contract; except that the first class may 
contract for necessaries. 

3. Agreements to do unlawful acts, or acts opposed to public 
policy, are absolutely void. Money lost at play cannot be sued for 
as a debt ; and if paid, it cannot be recovered back. The thing con- 
tracted for must be in existence and capable of being delivered 

substantially as agreed upon. 

4. Agreements under seal import a valuable consideration, which 
need not be money. The test in law of a valuable consideration 
is, some benefit to the party making the promise, or some injury to 
the party to whom the promise is made. If a, merely nominal 
consideration (as, for the consideration of one. dollar, or the like) be 
mentioned in writing, it is a better plan to add the words, " and for 
other good and sufficient considerations," or their equivalent. 

5. Too much precaution can scarcely be taken in all agree- 
ments for parties to express in plain and unambiguous language, 
exactly what they mean, and precisely as they mean it. 

Verbal evidence is allowed to explain, but not to vary, or change 
a written agreement. 

6. The assent must be mutual : both parties must understand the 
same thing in the same sense. 

A contract is construed according to the laws of the place where 
it is made, or is to be performed. "Where a contract is doubtful or ' 
ambiguous, the same rule obtains. 

Where a contract is under seal, the release or discharge of the 
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same must be under seal ; if it is required by law to be in writing, 
it cannot be dissolved by a subsequent agreement, merely verbal. 
When, however, it is not so required by law, the subsequent, agree- 
ment may control it. 

Nearly one hundred and seventy-five years ago, by an English 
statute, passed to prevent frauds and perjuries, it was, among other 
things, enacted, that no action should be brought whereby to charge 
any person upon any agreement not to be performed within the 
space of one year from the making of it, unless the agreement, or 
some note or memorandum of it, should be in writing and signed by 
the party sought to be charged, or his lawfully appointed agent ; 
also, that no contract for the sale of any goods for the price of ten 
pounds sterling, or upward, should be held good, unless the buyer 
should accept part of the goods thus sold and actually receive Vie 
same, or give something as earnest to bind the bargain, or in part 
payment, or unless some note or memorandum in writing of such 
bargain should be made and signed by the parties to be charged by 
such agreement, or their agents. 

As the provisions of this celebrated statute have been in substance 
adopted in every State of this Union, with the single exception of 
Louisiana — though the sum limited (ten pounds in the English 
statute) in the various States ranges from thirty to fifty dollars — 
great care should be exercised in the case of all contracts to be 
affected by it, that some written, memorandum be signed by one or 
both of the parties, or that the buyer accept part of the goods sold, 
or give something as earnest, or pay part of the price. 



General Form of Agreement. 
This agreement, made the eleventh day of October, a. d. 18—, 
by and between Hanson Eeed, of Stockton, County of Baldwin, and 
State of Alabama, of the first part, and G-eorge Ot(mming3, of 
Marion, County of Bradley, and State of Arkansas, of the second 
part, witnesseth: — that the said Beed, in consideration of the cove- 
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nants on the part of the party of the second part hereinafter contained^ 
doth covenant and agree to and with the said Curamings that [here 
insert the agreement on the part of Reed] ; and the said Cummings, 
for and in consideration of the covenants on the part of the party of 
the first part, doth covenant and agree to and with the said Eeed, 
that [here insert the agreement on the part of Gummings]. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto interchangeably set our 
hands and seals, day and year first written. 
Signed, sealed, and delivered") Hanson" Reed, [seal.] 

in presence of j G-eorge Cummings, [seal.] 

Carroll Chase, 
Moses Miot. 



Agreement for Sale of Land. 

Articles op agreement made and entered into the thirtieth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and 

■ ; between Thomas Thompson of Milford, County of Kent, and 

State of Delaware, of the first part, and James Murray, of Burling- 
ton, County of Burlington, and State of New Jersey, of the other 
part, as follows, to wit : — 

The said Thomas Thompson, for the consideration hereinafter 
meni'ined, doth, for himself, his heirs, executors, and administrators, 
covenant, promise, and agree to and with the said James Murray 
his heirs and assigns, by these presents, that he, the said Thomas 
Thompson, will, on or before the first day of July, one thousand 

eight hundred and , at the proper cost and charges of him, 

the said Thompson, his heirs, and assigns, by good and lawful deed 
or deeds, fully and sufficiently grant, convey, and assure unto the 
said James Murray, his heirs and assigns, in fee simple, clear of all 
incumbrance [or, whatever may be the agreement] all that certain 
messuage or piece of land situate in Milford aforesaid, bounded and 
described as follows ; [describe the premises accurately by bounda- 
ries] . 

In consideration whereof, the said James Murray, for himself, his 
heirs, executors, and administrators, doth covenant, promise, and 
agree, to and with the said Thomas Thompson, his heirs and assigns, 
by these presents, that the said James Murray, his heirs, executors, and 
administrators, shall and will well and truly pay, or cause to be paid 
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unto the said Thomas Thompson, his executors, administrators, or 

assigns, the sum of dollars, in manner as follows, to wit : 

[state the terms of agreement as to payment, taking care to have 
some portion payable " on the execution of this agreement."] And 
it is hereby declared and agreed by and between the parties hereto, 
that no deed or conveyance is to be required of, or executed by, the 
said Thomas Thompson until the said James Murray fully and com- 
pletely complies with all and singular his covenants and promises 
touching and concerning the payment of the said several sums of 
money. 

And for the true performance of all and singular the covenants 
and agreements aforesaid, each of the said parties bindeth himself, 
his heirs, executors and administrators, unto the other in the sum 

of dollars, lawful money of the United States, to be taken as 

stipulated damages and not as a penalty. 

In witness whereof the parties to these presents have hereunto set 
their hands and seals the day and^Qar first above written. 
Signed, sealed and delivered ) 'Thomas Thompson, [seal.] 

in presence of i James Mukeay, [seal.] 

EuFDS Emerson, 
Howard Kent. 



Another Agreement for Sale of Land. 

Aeticlbs of agkeement entered into and concluded this fifteenth 
day of November, a. d. 18 — •, by and between Horace Holden, of 
Milledgeville, County of Baldwin, and State of, Georgia, of the 
one part, and George Sawyer, of St. Augustine, County of St. 
John's, and State of Florida, of the other part, as follows, to wit : 

The said Horace Holden agrees to sell to the said George Sawyer, 
all that messuage or piece of land situate and being in Springfield, 
County of Conway, and State of Arkansas, bounded and described 
as follows: [describe the premises,] together with the appurtenances, 

for the sum of dollars ; and will, on or before the first day of 

April next, on the receipt of the said sum of dollars, at the 

cost and charge of the said George Sawyer, (or, as the case may be,) 
execute a sufficient conveyance thereof, with covenant of general 
warranty and against incumbrances, [or, as the agreement is,] to the 
said George Sawyer, his heirs and assigns ; and the said Sawyer 
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agrees, that on the execution of such conveyance, he will, in con- 
sideratiou thereof, pay to the said Horace Holden, or Ms assigns, 
the said sura of dollars. 

And it is further agreed, that all taxes and expenses upon and 
attending the aforenamed premises shall, in the mean time, be 
borne and paid by the said Holden ; and that the said Sawyer shall 
receive the rents and profits of the premises from this date to his 
own proper use. 

And it is further agreed, that if the said conveyance shall not be 
executed, and the purchase-money paid on or before the said first 
day of April, then the said George Sawyer shall pay legal interest 
for the same from this date unto the said Horace Holden. 

In witness whereof, [as in the foregoing.] 
Signed, sealed and delivered ] Horace Holden, [seal.] 

in presence of J Geokgb Sawyer, [seal.] 

Henry Hill, 
JouN .Tones. 



Another Agreement for Sale of Land. 

Ai;tioles of agreement made and entered into this twentieth 
day of December, a. d. 18- — , between Eodney Eose, of the City 
and County of New York, and State of New York, of the first part, 
and Harold Harris, of the City of Cincinnati, County of Hamilton, 
and State of Ohio, of the second part, as follows, to wit : The said 
Eose agrees hereby with the said Harris, to sell to him that certain 
tract or piece of ground, situate [describe the premises,] for the sum 

of dollars ; and, that he the said Eose will, on the first day of 

March next, on receiving from the said Harris the said sum, at his 
own expense execute a proper conveyance of the aforesaid premises 
unto the said Eose, containing a warrant against all imcumbrances, 
and the ordinary full covenants. And the said Harris agrees with 
the said Eose, that he, the said Harris, will, on the said first day of 
iilarch next, upon the execution of such a conveyance, pay unto the 

said Eose the sum of dollars aforesaid. And it is further 

agreed between the parties hereto, that the said Eose is to retain 
possession of the premises aforesaid, until the said first day of March 
next, receiving the rents and profits thereof, and bearing all ex- 
penses therewith connected ; at which said time, and upon the 
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execution of the aforesaid conveyance, possession of the same is to 
be delivered to the said Harris. 

And the parties hereunto do bind themselves, their heirs, execu- 
tors and administrators, each unto the other, in the sum of ■ 

dollars, which they hereby agree upon as liquidated damages, to be 
paid by the party failing to comply with his covenants in this agree- 
ment contained. — In witness whereof, etc. 

Signed, sealed and delivered | EonuEr Rose, [seal.] 

in presence of J Hakold Haeeis, [sKiL.] 

Eli John, 

EsnBEN Eand. 



Another Agreement for Sale of Land. 

Aqeeement made and entered into the fourth day of August, a. d, 
18 — , between William Wilson, of Chicago, County of Cook, and 
State of Illinois, and Michael Morris, of the Borough of Tamaqua, 
County of Schuylkill, and State of Pennsylvania, Witnesseth, that 

the said Wilson, in consideration of the sum of dollars now 

paid, and the further sum of dollars to be paid when a deed is 

executed, doth grant, bargain and sell unto the said Morris, his 
heirs and assigns, all that piece of ground situate, etc., [describe the 
^emises,\ together with all and singular the appurtenances there- 
unto belonging, or in any wise appertaining. 

And the said parties hereby bind themselves, their heirs, execu- 
tors and administrators, for the performance of all and every part 
of the above agreement ; as witness their hands and seals, day and 
year first above-written. 
Signed, sealed and delivered ) William Wilson, [seal.] 

in presence of us, J Michael Moeeis, [seal.] ■ 

William Hart, 
Chaeles Chew. 

Received, August 4th, a. d. 18 — , of Michael Morris, dollars, ■ 

the first payment above-mentioned, 

William Wilson. 
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Agreement for Building a House. 



Aeticlks of AGfREEMENT made and concluded the ninth day of 

May, one thousand eight hundred and , between Francis Pearl, 

of Nashville, County of Davidson, and State of Tennessee, of the 
first part, and Heman Packard, of the same place, of the second 
part, as follows, viz. : 

The said Francis Pearl, for the considerations hereinafter men- 
tioned, doth, for himself, his heirs, executors and administrators, 
covenant with the said Heman Packard, his executors, adminis- 
trators and assigns, that he, the said Pearl, shall and will, within 
the space of next after the date hereof, in a good and workman- 
like manner, and according to the best of his knowledge and skill, 
well and substantially build, set up, and finish one house or messuage, 
on [describing the location] in such place as the said Packard shall 
direct at Nashville aforesaid, of the dimensions following, viz. : 
{describe the house in full ; if a plan be used, add afterward, ac- 
cording to the draft or plan hereto annexed,] with such stone oi 
brick, lumber and other materials, as the said Packard, or his assigns, 
Shall provide and furnish for the same. 

In consideration whereof, the said Heman Packard doth, for him- 
self, his executors and administrators, covenant and promise with 
and to the said Francis Pearl, his executors, administrators and 
assigns, well and truly to pay, or cause to be paid, unto the said 
Francis Pearl; his executors, administrators and assigns, the sum 
of five thousand dollars, in manner following, to wit : — five hundred 
dollars, part thereof, at the beginning of the said work ; one thou- 
sand dollars more thereof on the first day of July next ; two thousand 
dollars more thereof on the fifteenth day of August next ; and fif- 
teen hundred dollars, in full for the said work, at the time the same 
shall be fully completed. [Varying these terms according to the 
agreement.] 

And also, that he, the said Heman Packard, his executors, ad- 
ministrators and assigns, shall and will at his and their own proper 
expense, find and provide all the stone, brick, tile, timber, and other 
material necessary for the making and building of the said house. 

And for the true and faithful performance of each and all of the 
covenants and agreements aforesaid, each of the said parties bindeth 
liimsclf, his heirs, executors and administrators unto the other, his 
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executors, administrators and assigns, in the penal sum of dol- 
lars, [or, "in the sum of dollars, to be taken as liquidated and 

stipulated damages,"^ firmly by these presents. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and seals the 
day and year first above-written. 

Sealed and delivered 1 Francis Peael, [seal.] 

in presence of J Heman Packard, [seal.] 

Daniel Dorman, 
William Lyell. 



Agreement for Bricklayer's and Plasterer's Work. 

Memorandum of an AaRBEMENT made this first day of May, a. d. 
18 — , between Harrison Hay, of the City of Philadelphia, County 
of Philadelphia, and State of Pennsylvania, of the one part, and 
Thomas Ewing, of the same City, of the other part, as follows: 
The said Harrison Hay, for the consideration hereinafter mentioned, 
doth covenant, promise and agree with, and to the said Thomas 
Ewing, that he, the said Hay, shall and will do and perform all the 
work belonging to the bricklayer and plasterer, in and about the 
erection and building of a certain house [describing the location^ in 
a sufficient and workmanlike manner, at his own charge and expense, 
with the materials to be provided for that purpose by the said 
Ewing ; that he will build the same with the thickness of walls, height 
or number of stories, and the number and kind of lights, chimneys 
and conveniences, together with the ornamental work in and about 
the said building as the said Ewing shall direct him, paying and 
discharging all the said workmen by him employed in and about the 
same ; and, that he will completely finish all the work herein by him 
agreed and covenanted to be by him done and performed on or be- 
fore the first day of October next. 

And the said Thomas Ewing, for and in consideration of the true 
and faithful performance of the work to be done as aforesaid, doth 
agree and covenant to and with the said Hay, that he shall and will 
well and truly pay, or cause to be paid, unto the said Hay, for all 
such work, ornamental work excepted, to be by him done and per- 
formed in and about the building aforesaid, at and after the rate of 

for e%ery yard which said work shall measure, reckoning three 

feet square for every yard ; and for all the said ornamental work to 
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be performed as aforesaid, the sum of dollars in full ; and the 

said Ewing will pay all the said money as follows, viz. : [insert the 
terms]. Aud it is further covenanted and agreed, by and between 
the parties hereunto, that each and all of the foregoing covenants 
and agreements are to apply to, and bind, the heirs, executors and 
administrators of the respective parties hereto. 

In witness whereof, etc., {as in foregoing .) 
Sealed and delivered 1 Haekison Hat, [seal.] 

in presence of J Thomas Ewing, [seal.] 

Robert Eat, 

Kenneth Kite. 



Agreement to buy a Merchant's Stock, etc. 
This agreement, made this eleventh day of September, a. d. 18 — , 
by and between Edward Edmonds, of Greensboro, County of Guilford, 
and State of North Carolina, and Hammond North, of the said 
Guilford : Witnesseth, that, in consideration of the covenants on 
the part of the said North hereinafter contained, the said Edmonds 
doth hereby covenant and agree to and with the said North, that 
he will purchase of the said North all his stock of goods, wares and 
merchandise, now being and contained in his, the said North's store, 
in said Guilford, together with all the fixtures thereto belonging, an 
account of such goods, wares and merchandise being taken by the 
parties hereto in the presence of each other ; and the said Edmonds 
agrees to pay for the same at the invoice price thereof; but, if any 
of the said goods be damaged, such damaged goods, together with 
the fixtures aforesaid, are to be appraised and valued by three dis- 
interested persons, each party hereto selecting one, and the two so 
selected to select a third, and the said Edmonds agrees to pay for the 
same the price which the three appraisers aforesaid shall set thereon 
in their valuation and appraisal of the same; and, that within ten 
days after the value of said goods, wares, merchandise and fixtures 
can be ascertained as aforesaid, the said Edmonds is to pay the 
valuation thereof to the said North. 

And the said Hammond North, in consideration of the foregoing 
covenants by the said Edmonds to and with him the said North 
made, covenants and agrees to and with the said Edmonds,that he, 
the said North, will soil to him, the said Edmonds, the said goods, 
■wares and merchandise at the invoice price, and the fixtures and 
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such goods as may be damaged, at such price as the appraisers afore- 
said may fix and determine ; and to make, execute and deliver unto 
the said Edmonds a good and sufficient bill of sale and conveyance 
thereof, and to yield and deliver to him, the said Edmonds, quiet and 
peaceable possession thereof upon payment to him, the said North, 
by the said Edmonds, within the time before specified, of the invoiced 
and appraised value of the goods, wares, merchandise and fixtures 
aforesaid. — In witness whereof, etc. 

Sealed and delivered 1 Edward Edmonds, [seal.] 

in presence of us, J Hammond North, [seal.] 

Levi Merriam, 
Bnos Drake. 

[If desired, the form for appraising damaged goods can he made 
applicable to the entire stock.] 



Agreement for the Sale of Q-rain. 

It is agreed this fourth day of June, a. d. 18 — , by and between 
Luther Bell, of Chicago, County of Cook, and State of Illinois, and 
Frederick Stinson, of Pittsburg, County of Allegheny, and State 
of Pennsylvania, as follows : The said Stinson, in consideration of 
five hundred bushels of wheat, to him this day sold by the said Bell, 
and by the said Bell agreed to be delivered to him, the said Stinson, 
on or before the first day of October next, free of all charges, agrees 
to pay to the said Bell within one month after such delivery, the 
sum of three hundred and seventy-five dollars. And the said Bell, 
in consideration of the aforesaid agreement of the said Stinson, doth 
hereby agree to forward and deliver to the said Stinson, at Pittsburg 
aforesaid, free of all charge, the said five hundred bushels of wheat, 
so to him sold as aforesaid, hereby warranting the same to be good, 
llean and merchantable grain. 

"Witness our hands and seals, day and year first written. 
Sealed and delivered \ Luther Bell, [seal.] 

in presence of > Frederick Stinson [seal.] 

Egbert Eichter, 
John Davy. 
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Agreement for a Sale of Coal. 



Mbmoranbum. It is agreed by and between Darius Bvarts, of 
Alexandria, County of Alexandria, and State of Virginia, and Caleb 
Barstow, of Beading, County of Berks, and State of Pennsylvania; 
that the said Evarts, in consideration of one hundred tons of Lehigh 
coal, sold to him this day by the said Barstow, and by him agreed 
to be delivered to the said Evarts, at Alexandria aforesaid, free of 
all charges and expenses whatsoever, on or before the first day of 
November next, shall pay uuto the said Barstow within three months 
after such delivery, the sum of five hundred dollars, in funds bank- 
able in the City of Philadelphia. 

And the said Barstow, in consideration of the foregoing agree- 
ment of the said Evarts, promises and agrees on or before the first 
day of November next, at his own expense, to forward and deliver 
to the said Evarts, at Alexandria aforesaid, the said one hundred 
tons of Lehigh coal, so to him sold as aforesaid, and hereby war- 
rants the same to be in good order and condition for use, free from 
slate, stones and impurities. 

Witness our hands and seals, this first day of July, a. d. 18 — . 
Sealed and delivered 1 Dakius Evaets, [seal.] 

in presence of, J Caleb Baestow, [seal.] 

Lewis Cebss, 
Jacob High. 



Agreement for Lease of House. 

It is aoeeed this fifteenth day of January, a. d. 18 — , between 
Bphraim Erben, of Natchez, County of Adams, and State of Mis- 
sissippi, of the one part, and Elihu Gibson, of Natchez aforesaid, of 
the other part, as follows : The said Ephraim Erben doth agree to 
let unto the said Gibson, all that certain lot of ground with the 
house thereon, being and situate [here describe the premdses] for 
one year from the first of February next, and for such longer time 
after the expiration of the said year as both the said parties shall 
agree, and until the end'^f three months after notice shall be given 
by either of the said parties, to the other of them, for leasing the 
said premises, at and for the yearly rent of four hundred dollars, 
payable quarterly on the first days of May, August, November and 
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February, in equal portions ; which said yearly rent, payable quar- 
terly as aforesaid, the said Elihu Gibson, for himself, his executors 
and administrators, doth hereby covenant and agree to pay to the 
said Bphraim Erben, his executors, administrators and assigns, ac- 
cordingly, for so long a time as he shall hold and enjoy the said pre- 
mises as aforesaid, and until the end of the said three months next 
after notice shall have been given by either of the above parties to 
the other, for leasing the said premises as aforesaid. 

Witness our hands and seals, day and year first above written. 

Signed, sealed and delivered ] Bphraim Ekben, [seal.] 

in presence of us, J Elihu Gibson, [seal.] 

Joseph Close, 

Bakclat Thomas. 



Agreement to be Signed by Auctioneer, after Sals by Auction. 

I HEKEBT ACKNOWLEDGE that Oharles Harrison has been this day de- 
clared the highest bidder for and purchaser of {describe the real estate) 
at the sum of one thousand dollars ; and, that he has paid into my 
hand the sum of one hundred dollars as a deposit, and in part paj'- 
ment of the purchase money ; and I hereby agree that the vendor 
shall in all respects fulfill the conditions of sale hereunto annexed, 
{adding the conditions.) 

Witness my hand and seal at Columbus, this third day of May, 
A. D. 18' — , Hbpworth Eollins, [seal.] 

A.uctioneer. 



Agreement to be Signed by Purcliaser after the Sale by Auction. 

I HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGE that I have this day purchased at public 
auction all that, {describing the property), for the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars ; and have paid into the hands of Hepworth Eollins, the 
sum of one hundred dollars as a deposit, and in part payment of the 
said purchase money ; and I hereby agree to pay the remaining sura 
of nine hundred dollars unto Henry Dickson, at Columbus, on or 
before the eighth day of May, a. d. 18 — ; and, in all other respects, 
on my part, to fulfill the annexed conditions of sale. 

Witness my hand and seal, at Columbus, this third day of May, 
A. D. 18 — •, Charles Harrison, [seal.] 

{Here add the conditions of sale.) *' 
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Agreement witli a Clerk or Salesman, for Servloes. 

It is agreed, this first day of April, a. d. 18 — , between Alex- 
ander Morrison and Charles Bruen, both of the City of Charleston, 
and State of South Carolina, in manner following, to wit : 

The said Bruen covenants and agrees, faithfully and diligently to 
serve and act as the clerk, or salesman, of the said Morrison in his 
store in said Charleston, from the day of the date hereof, for and 
during the space of one year, if both parties shall so long live, 
without absenting himself from the same ; during which time he, the 
said Bruen, will in the store of the said Morrison, faithfully, honestly 
and diligently attend, doing and performing all matters pertaining 
to his duties as clerk or salesman aforesaid, and in all respects com- 
plying with the request and desire of the said Morrison, relative to 
the discharge of such duties. 

In consideration of which services so to be performed by the said 
Bruen, he, the said Morrison, covenants and agrees to allow and pay 
to the said Bruen, the yearly sum of one thousand dollars, by four 
equal quarterly payments, or oftener, if required ; provided, neverthe- 
less, that payment for all time during which the said Bruen may be 
absent from the store of the said Morrison, is to be deducted from 
the sum, otherwise by this agreement due from, and payable by, the 
said Morrison to the said Bruen. 

Witness our hands and seals, day and year first written. 
Signed, sealed and delivered] Alexander Morrison, [seal.] 

in presence of us, I Charles Bruen, [seal.] 

Nathan Hopper, 
Chester Lambert. 



Agreement for Eenewal of a Policy of Insurance. 
[To be endorsed upon the Policy.] 
By agreement of the parties, the vdthin policy is renewed for 
three years from the period within-mcutioned for its expiration, upon 
the terms and considerations within-mentioned. 

This renewal expires on the first day of January, a. d. 18 — . 
Sealed with the seal of the Corporation, this first day of January, 
A. D. 18—. 

[seal.] 




THE OLD COUNCIL TREE, NEAa 
CHARLESTON, a. U. 



An Aebiteation is the reference 
and submission of a matter in 
dispute to the decision of one 
or more persons as arbitra- 
tors. Their findings are called 
Awards. 

Arbitrations are either vol- 
untary or compulsory; the for- 
mer being made by mutual con- 
sent ; the latter, where either party, under the statutes of a particu- 
lar State, has a right to compel a reference of matters in contro- 
versy, without the consent of the other. 

Cases pending in Court are frequently referred to arbitrators, by 
order of Court. 

An award made upon a verbal submission to arbitration, cannot 
be enforced by suit at law; a written submission authorizes the 
entry of judgment in pursuance with the award ; but all submis- 
sions, whether verbal or written, may be revoked by either pswty at 
any time before the award is reduced to writing ; and in such case, 
the party revoking is liable to the other for all costs and damages 
in submitting, and for all costs of the arbitration as far as it may 
have proceeded at the time of revocation. ' 

An award, to be binding, must embrace every matter submitted, 

(63) 
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must be reasonable, legal, capable of being executed, and de- 
cisive. 

A verbal award may follow a verbal submission, unless there be 
an agreement that it be in writing. 

An agreement to pay a specified sum, as stipulated damages fo 
not abiding by an award, is valid, and can be enforced at law. 

In those States which have controlled arbitrations by special sta- 
tutes, the provisions of such statutes must, of course, be followed. 



General Submission to Arbitration. 

Wheeeas, differences have for a long time existed, and are now 
existing and pending, between Newton Hastings, of Lockport, County 
of Niagara, and State of New York, and Daniel Goodwin, of the 
same place, in relation to divers and sundry matters of controversy 
and dispute : Now, therefore, we, the undersigned Newton Hastings 
and Daniel Goodwin aforesaid, do hereby mutually covenant and 
agree to and with each other, that Chauncey Cook, Everett Hart, 
and James Shuster, of said Lockport, or any two of them, shall ar- 
bitrate, award, and determine of and concerning all and all manner 
of action and actions, cause and causes of actions, suits, controver- 
sies, claims, and demands whatsoever, now pending, existing, or held, 
by and between us, the parties aforesaid ; and we do further mu- 
tually covenant and agree, to and with each other, that the award 
to be made by the said arbitrators, or any two of them, shall in all 
things by us, and each of us, be well and faithfully kept and ob- 
served ; provided, however, that the award aforesaid be made in 
writing, under the hands of the said Chauncey Cook, Everett Hart, 
and James Shuster, or any two of them, and ready to be delivered 
to the said parties in difference, or to such of them as shall desire 
the same, on the first day of December, a. d. 18 — . 

Witness our hands and seals, this tenth day of October, a. d. 
18—. 
Signed, sealed and delivered") Newton Hastings, [seal.] 

in presence of ) Daniel Goodwin, [seal.] 

Ernest Freeman, 
Adolph Schwartz. --U. 
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\Ifit is intended to have a judgment entered in theforegoing award, 
add as follows : — " And it is hereby further agreed by and between 
the said parties, that judgment in the Supreme Court of the State of 
New York (or as the case may be), may be entered upon such award, 
to the end that all matters in controversy between them in that be- 
half shall be finally concluded.] 



Common Arbitration Bond, 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Newton Hastings, 
of Lockport, County of Niagara, and State of New York, am hold 
and firmly bound to Daniel Goodwin, of the same place, in the sum 
of one thousand dollars, good and lawful money of the United States, 
to be paid to the said Goodwin, his executors, administrators, or 
assigns ; for which payment well and truly to be made, I bind myself, 
my heirs, executors, and administrators, firmly by these presents. 

Sealed with my seal, and dated the 14th day of October, a. d. 18 — . 

The condition of this obligation is such, that if the above bouuden 
Newton Hastings, his heirs, executors, and administrators, shall and 
do, in all things, well and truly abide by, perform and fulfill in 
all things the award, decision, and final determination of Chauucey 
Cook, Everett Hart, and James Shuster, appointed and named on 
the part and behalf of the said Newton Hastings, as well as the said 
Daniel Goodwin, to arbitrate, award, order, and determine of and 
concerning all, and all manner of action and actions, cause and 
causes of actions, suits, controversies, claims and demands whatso- 
ever, now pending, existing, or held by and between said parties, so that 
the said award be made in writing under the hands of the said Chauu- 
cey Cook, Everett Hart, and James Shuster, or any two of them, 
and ready to be delivered to the parties in difference, or to such of 
them as shall desire the same, on or before the first day of Decem- 
bor, A. D. 18 — ; then this obligation to be void, otherwise to remain 
in full force and virtue. 
Signed, sealed and delivered") Newton Hastings, [seal.] 

in presence of ) 

Rudolph Shaffke, 
Attgustits Pope. 

[Each should sign a copy of the foregoing bond, and deliver it to 
the other.] -. ^ 
5 
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Award by Arbitrators. 
To ALL TO WHOM THESE Pr.ESKXT.S SHALL COME. OE MAT CONCERN: 

— Send greeting, Chauncey Cook, Everett Hart, and James Shuster, 
to whom were submitted ns arbitrators, the matters in controversy 
existing between Newton Hastings, of Looljport, County of Niagara, 
and State of New York, and Daniel Goodwin, of the same place, as 
by their submission in writing, dated the fourteenth day of October, 
A. D. 18 — , more fully appears ; Now, therefore know ye, that we, 
the arbitrators mentioned in said submission, having iirst been duly 
sworn according to law, and having heard the proofs and allegations 
of the parties, and examined the matters in controversy by them 
submitted, do make this award in writing, that is to say : 

[Here insert the conclusions of the arbitrators as to all the matters 
submitted for their decision.] 

And wo do further award, adjudge, and decree, that the said New- 
ton Hastings and Daniel Goodwin shall, and do, within ten days 
next ensuing the date hereof, seal and execute unto each other, mu- 
tual and general releases of all actions, cause and causes of actions, 
suits, controversies, and demands whatsoever, for, or by reason of, 
any matter, cause or thing, from the beginning of the world down 
to the date of the said submission. 

In witness whereof we have hereto subscribed these presents, this 
twentieth day of November, a. d. 18 — . 
Signed, sealed and delivered'^ Chaukcey Cook, [seal.] 

in the presence of j Everett Haet, [seal.] 

Samuel Rood, James Shuster, [seal.] 

Abram Winoall. 



Mutual Release on an Award. 

Know all Men bt these Prese.\ts, that I, Newton Hastings, 
of Lockport, County of Niagara, and State of New York, for and 
in consideration oftbe sum of one dollar to me in hand paid by Dan- 
iel Goodwin, of the same place, and in pursuance of an award made 
by Chauncey Cook, Everett Hart, and James Shuster, arbitrators 
between us, the said Newton Hastings and Daniel Goodwin and 
bearing date the twentieth day of November, a. d. 18 — , do hereby 
release and forever discharge the said Daniel Goodwin, his heirs, ex- 
ecutors, and administrators, of and from all actions, cause and 
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causes of actions, suits, controversies, claims and demands whatso- 
ever, for, or by reason of, any matter, cause, or thing, from the be- 
ginning of the world down to the fourteenth day of October a d 
18—. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 
twenty-eighth day of November, a. d, 18 — . 
Executed in the presence) Newton Hastinos, [seal.] 

of j ' 

WiNSLOW WOETH, 

Alfred Allen. 
[A like release to he executed hy the other party.} ' 



Form of Hevooation. 
To Chauncet Cook, Evekett Hart, and James Shustee : — 

Take notice, that I do hereby revoke your powers as arbitrators 
under the submission made to you by Daniel Goodwin and myself, 
in writing, on the fourteenth day of October, a. d. 18 — . 

Witness my hand and seal, this eighteenth day of October, 
A. D. 18—. 

Witnesses : Newton Hastings, [seal.] 

Benjamin Dallas, 
Crawford Campbell. 



Special Subniissio;a, 

Whereas a controversy is now pending between John R. Adams, 
of the City of Lowell, County of Middlesex, and Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, and Dayton Conrad, of Woodstock, County of 
Windsor, and State of Vermont, in relation to the price to be paid 
by the said John E. Adams unto the said Dayton Conrad, for the 
labor and services by him, the said Conrad, in the behalf, and for the 
interest of the said Adams, performed and rendered, at the special 
instance and request of the said Adams, in the contracting for, pro- 
curing, collecting and purchasing certain quantities of wool for the 
said Adams, and forwarding the same to him, in and during the 
period of three months, to wit : from the sixth day of April, a. d. 
1 8 — , to the sixth day of J iily, A. D. 18 — ; also in relation to the 
necessary charges and expenses by him, the said Conrad, incurred 
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and sustained, for and in belialf of the said Adams, in regard to said 
contracting for, procuring, collecting, purchasing, forwarding, dur- 
ing the time aforesaid : Now, therefore, we, the undersigned John 
E. Adams and Dayton Conrad, aforesaid, do hereby submit the said 
controversy and all matters therewith connected, to the arbitra- 
ment of Ignatius Tyler, Aaron Hemans, and Franklin Stearns, 
all of said Lowell, or any two of them; and we do mutually covenant 
and agree, to and with each other, that the awara: to be made by the 
said arbitrators, or any two of them, shall, in all things, by us, and 
each of us, be well and faithfully kept and observed ; provided, how- 
ever, that'the said award be made in writing, under the hands of the 
said Ignatius Tyler, Aaron Hemans, and Franklin Stearns, or 
any two of them, and ready to be delivered to the said parties in 
difference, or to such of them as shall desire the same, on the first 
day of September next; and it is hereby further agreed by and be- 
tween the said parties, that judgment in pursuance of the award so 
rendered, may be entered in the Court of Common Pleas, within and 
for the County of Middlesex aforesaid, to the end that all matters 
DOW in controversy between them iu that behalf shall be finally de- 
termined. 

Witness our hands and seals, this thirteenth day of July, a. d, 
18—. 
Executed in the presence") John R. Adams, [siial.] 

of j Dayton Conkad, [seal.] 

Jonas Coeden, 
Geosge Holden. 

[27ie hond should he adapted to the special submission.^ 




GOVERNOR TRTTMBIJLT.'S HOUSE 
AT LEBANON, CT., 1776. 



An Assignment, in its ge- 
neral acceptation, is the 
transfer of any kind of pro- 
perty, whether real or per- 
sonal ; but it is more properly 
applicable to a transfer of 
some particular interest in 
® lands. 

The person making the 
assignment is called the as- 
signor ; he, to whom it is made, the assignee. 

All assignments of land should be acknowledged and recorded, 
as in the case of conveyances. 

In order to render an assignment of a policy of insurance valid, it 
must be made to one having possession of the premises or thing 
insured at the time, and be allowed by the insurers. If an assign- 
ment be made after loss, and without consent of the insurer; tbo 
assignee, although in possession before the loss, cannot recover; ' 

An assignment of a bond or book-account may be effected by a 
simple delivery of the evidence of debt foi-jt? valuable consideration, 
thereby giving an assignee permission to sue for the same in the 
name of the assignor. As this assignment, however, gives the 
assignee no better title than the assignor had, it is always prudent 

(69) 
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to give the debtor notice of the proposed assignmeut, that it may be 
ascertained whether he has any defense to the claim. 

In some of the States, assignees are allowed by statute to sue la 
their own name, when the bond is for payment of money, and drawn 
to order or assigns, and the assignment is in writing under seal, and 
executed in the presence of two or more credible witnesses. 

The proper words to constitute an assignment are, " assign, trans- 
fer, and set over." 

[Assignments by debtors to creditors, ivill be treated under the 
head of Insolvents.] 

Assignment of a Deed. 
Know all Men by these Presents, that Thomas Ferguson, the 
grantee within-named, and Eunice his wife, for and in consideration 
of the sum of one hundred dollars, to them in hand paid by Andrew 
Adams, of Covington, County of Kenton, and State of Kentucky, 
at and before the ensealing and delivery hereof, the receipt whereof 
is hereby acknowledged, have granted, bargained, sold, assigned and 
set over unto the said Andrew Adams, his heirs and assigns, all that 
the within messuage, tenement, and tract of land [describing it), 
containing twenty acres, more or less, being the same premises 
which Isaac Ingalls, by the within-written indenture, dated the 
fourth day of March, a. d. 18 — , and recorded in, etc., granted and 
conveyed unto the said Thomas Ferguson, his heirs and assigns ; 
[or, as the case may 6e,] together with all and singular the rights, 
members and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging, or in 
any wise appertaining ; and the reversions, remainders, rents, issues 
and profits thereof; to have and to hold the said mesfsuage, tenement 
or tract of land, hereby granted and assigned, with the appurte- 
uanoes, unto the said Andrew Adams, his heirs and assigns, to his 
and their only proper use and behoof forever. And the said Thomas 
Ferguson and his heirs, shall and will warrant and forever defend 
by these presents, the said hereby granted and assigned premises 
with the appurtenances, unto the said Audicw Adams, his heirs ami 
assigns, against the said Thomas Ferguson and his heirs, and against 
all and every other person or persons whatsoever, lawfully claiming, 
or to claim, by, from, or under, him, them, or any of them. 
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lu witness whereof the said parties have hereunto set their hands 
and seals this nineteenth day of January, in the year of our Lord 

one thousand eight hundred and . 

Signed, sealed and delivered | Thomas Fekguson, [seal.] 

in presence of i Eunice Peequson, [seal.] 

Darius Egan, 
Campbell Tuckee. 



Assignment of a Bond and Mortgage. 
Know ALL Men by these Pkesents, that, whereas Luther Bra- 
Jish, of Staunton, County of Augusta, and State of Virginia, is held 
and firmly hound unto Minor Mills, of the said Staunton, by bond 
and mortgage, in the penal sum of ten thousand dollars ; which said 
mortgage, dated the first day of April, a. d. 18 — , and recorded the 
fifth day of April, a. d. 18 — , in, etc., [as the case is], bound certain 
premises, which the said Luther Bradish therein granted to the said 
Minor Mills, to wit : All that [describing premises,] and also, all 
the premises particularly described and set forth in said mortgage ; 
being the same premises which James Eolfe, by indenture bearing 
date the third day of October, a. d. 18 — , recorded in, etc., granted 
and conveyed unto the said Luther Bradish in fee : Now this inden- 
ture witnesseth, that the said Minor Mills, for and in consideration of 
the sum of four thousand dollars unto him, at and before the enseal- 
ing and delivery thereof, by William "Waugh, of Eichmond, County 
of Eichmond, and State of Virginia, well and truly paid, the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged, hath granted, bargained, sold, 
assigned, transferred and set over, and by these presents doth grant, 
bargain, sell, assign, transfer and set over, unto the said William 
Waugh, his heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, the afore- 
said bond and mortgage of the said Luther Bradish, and the 
messuage or tenement, and lot or piece of ground, and the premises 
therein described and granted ; together with the appurtenances, 
and all the estate, right, title, interest, property, claim and demand 
whatsoever of him, the said Minor Mills, in law, equity, or otherwise 
howsoever, of, in, and to, the same : To have and to hold all and 
singular the premises hereby granted and assigned, and mentioned, 
or intended so to be, with the appurtenances, and the bond accom- 
panying the said mortgage, unto the said William Waugh, his heirs, 
executors, administrators and assigns, to and for his and their sole 
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use and behoof forever, without recourse to the said Minor Mills in 
any event whatever ; subject, nevertheless, to the right and equity 
of redemption vested in the said Luther Bradish, the mortgagor, 
and his heirs. 

In witness whereof the said Minor Mills, hath hereunto set his 
hand and seal this second day of June, a. d. 18 — . 
Signed, sealed and delivered) Minor Mills, [seal.] 

in presence of ) 

EoBEET Raleigh, 

CUTHBERT OaSS. 



Assignment of a Mortgage. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Francis Freed, the 
mortagee vfithin-named, for and in consideration of the sum of five 
hundred dollars, to me in hand paid by George Going, of Springfield, 
County of Green, and State of Missouri, at and before the ensealing 
and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby ac- 
knowledged, have granted, bargained, sold, assigned and set over, 
and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell, assign and set over, 
unto the said George Going, his heirs and assigns, the within-named 
indenture of mortgage, and all that messuage, with the appurte- 
nances therein mentioned and described, together with the rights, 
members and appurtenances thereunto belonging, and all my estate, 
right, title and interest therein ; to have and to hold all and singular 
the premises hereby granted and assigned, unto the said George 
Going, his heirs and assigns, forever ; subject, nevertheless, to the 
right and equity of redemption of the within-naracd Henry Huston, 
[tlie mortgagor], his heirs and assigns in the same. 

In witness whereof, etc., [as m the foregoing.) 
Signed, sealed and delivered} Francis Freed, [seal. J 

in presence of j 

Koss Rose, 
Tn.i.Y Hains. 



Assignment of a Lease. 

Kxdw ALL Men by these Presents, that I, the within-named 
John Green, for and in consideration of the sum of fifty dollars, to 
me in hand paid by Freeman Fay, of Lebanon, County of Wilson, 
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and State of Tennessee, at and before the ensealing and delivery 
hereof, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have granted, 
assigned and set over, and by these presents do grant, assign and 
set over, unto the said Freeman Pay, his executors, administrators 
and assigns, the within indenture of lease, and all the messuage 
therein described, with the appurtenances ; and also all my estate, 
right, title, term of years yet to come, claim and demand whatso- 
ever, of, in, to, or out of the same ; to have and to hold the said 
messuage and appurtenances unto the said Freeman Fay, his execu- 
tors, administrators and assigns, for the remairwier of the within- 
mentioned term, under the rents and covenants within reserved and 
contained, on my part and behalf to be done, kept and performed. 

In witness whereof, etc. 
Signed, sealed and delivered") John Geeen, [seal.] 

in presence of ) 

John McCall, 
Charles Eppinq. 



General Form of an Assignment, to be Endorsed upon any 
Instrument. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, the within-named 
Theodore Tracy, in consideration of the sum of one hundred dollars, to 
me paid by Charles Beal, have assigned, transferred and set over, unto 
the said Charles Beal and his assigns, all my interest to and in the 
within-written instrument, and every clause, article, or thing therein 
contained ; and I do hereby constitute the said Beal my attorney, 
in my name, but to his own use, and at his own risk and costs, to 
take all legal measures which may be necessary for the full recovery 
and enjoyment of the assigned premises, with power of substitution. 

In witness whereof, etc. 
Executed and delivered) Theodoke Tracy, [seal.] 

in presence of ) 

Gains Galt, 
JosiAH Johns. 

Assignment of a Debt. 
Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Joseph Barr, of 
Hastings, County of Barry, and State of Michigan, in consideration 
of one hundred dollars, to me in hand paid by Enoch Emery, of the 
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same place, *.lie receipt whereof I hereby ackuowledge, have assigned, 
transferred and set over unto the said Emery, a certain debt due and 
owing to me from Simeon Small, of Quincy, County of Adams, and 
State of Iowa, for (here state the nature of the debt), amounting to 
one hundred and fifty dollars ; hereby authorizing the said Emery, 
in my name or otherwise, but at his own cost, to sue for, collect, 
receive, sell, transfer, settle or discharge the said debt. And I do 
covenant to and with the said Emery, that the said sum of one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars is justly due and owing to me from the said 
Simeon Small, and, that I have neither done, nor will do, any thing 
to diminish or discharge the said debt, or hinder the said Emery, or 
his assigns, from collecting the same. — In witness whereof, etc. 
Executed and delivered") Joseph Bare, [seal ] 

in presence of ) 

Henry Hall, 

Timothy Pbaece. 



Declaration to accompany Above. 

I, Simeon Small, of Quincy, County of Adams, and State of Iowa, 
do hereby declare that I have no claim or off-set to make to the 
payment of a certain debt due and owing by me to Joseph Bar'r, of 
Hastings, County of Barry, and State of Michigan, for [stating its 
nature], amounting to one hundred and fifty dollars ; but, that the 
whole of the said sum of money [with interest from July 1st, a. d. 
18 — ,] remains unpaid and owing by me. Simeon Small. 

Witness, G. 0. Abbott. 



Another Form for Assignment of a Debt 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Tracy Trask, of Bel- 
videre, County of Warren, and State of New Jersey in consideration 
of the sum of five hundred dollars, now justly due and owing by me 
to Walter Wallace, of the same place, and for the better securing 
the payment of the same to the said Walter Wallace, have bar- 
gained, sold, assigned and transferred to him, all that debt or sum 
of eight hundred dollars, now due and owing to me from Henry Case, 
of the City and County of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylva- 
nia, for goods sold and delivered by me to the said Henry Case, or 
liis order, before the day of the date hereof ; and all my right, title, 



ASSIGNMENTS. tS 

and interest, claim and demand, of, in and to, the said debt or Bum 
of eigiit liundred dollars, or any part thereof; to hold to the said 
Walter Wallace, his executors, administrators and assigns, from 
henceforth, to his and their sole use and behoof forever. 

In witness whereof, etc. 
Signed, sealed and delivered") Tkacy Tkask, [seal.] 

in presence of ) 
Hbman Hdnt, 
David Davis. 

Assignment of a Claim for Money due on Account, Collectable at 
Law in the name of the Assignor for the use of the Assignee. 

Know all Men by these Pkesents, that I, Elwood Conrad, of 
Cumberland, County of Alleghany, and State of Maryland, in con- 
sideration of the sum of one hundred dollars, to me in hand paid by 
John Milton, of Cumberland aforesaid, do hereby assign and set over 
unto the said John Milton, to his own proper use, without any 
account to be given for the same, the sum of three hundred dollars, 
and any and all other sum or sums of money that are remaining due 
and payable upon and by reason of the annexed account of mbneys 
due me by Harrison Holt, of the City and County of Baltimore, 
State aforesaid, and all my right, title, interest and demand, to and 
in the same ; and do give and grant unto the said John Milton, full 
power and authority to demand and receive the same to his own use, 
and upon receipt thereof, or of any part, to give discharges for the 
same. And I, the said Elwood Conrad, do hereby covenant and 
agree to and with the said John Milton, that the said sum of three 
hundred dollars is justly due and owing ; and, that I have not 
received or discharged the same, or any part thereof. 

In witness whereof, etc., 
Signed, sealed and delivered > Elwood Conead, [seal.] 

in presence of ) 

Joseph Jekyl, 
Charles Caeeoll. 



Assignment of a Judgment. 
Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Nathan Nathans, of 
Hamilton, County of Butler, and State of Ohio, in consideration of 
the sum of four hundred dollars, to me in hand paid by Matthew 
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Martin, of Hamilton aforesaid, have assigned, transferred and set 
over, and do by these presents assign, transfer aod set over unto the 
said Matthew Martin, liis executors, administrators and assigns, a 
certain judgment by me recovered in the Court of Common Pleas, 
within and for said County of Butler, at September Term last, 
against Bellamy Bates, of said Hamilton, for the sum of three hun- 
dred and eighty dollars debt or damages, and the sum of thirty 
dollars cost of suit, together with all benefits and advantages accru- 
ing thereto, or to be obtained thereby. And I do hereby grant him, 
the said Matthew Martin, his executors, administrators and assigns, 
full power to recover the same to his, or iieir own use. 

In witness whereof, etc. 
Signed, sealed and delivered") Nathan Nathans, [seal.] 

in presence of ) 
Maeston Cart, 
Ebee Sanborn. 

Assignment of a Bond, Assignor being Liable. 

For value received, I do assign and set over the within obliga- 
tion, and all moneys due thereon, unto Samuel Hapgood, his execu- 
tors, administrators and assigns, hereby guaranteeing the payment 
thereof, in case of default being made by the within-named Stephen 
Hopkins. 

Witness my hand and seal this first day of August, a. d. 18 . 

Signed, sealed and delivered") Eugene Brwin, [seal.] 

in presence of ) 
Thomas Torret, 
Heber Griswold. 

Form for Same, Assignor not Iiiable. 
For value received, I do hereby assign and set over the within 
obligation, and all moneys due thereon, unto Adolphus Ellis, his 
executors, administrators and assigns, not holding myself liable for 
the payment of the same ; the losses, if any, and the recovery thereof 
to be wholly at the risk of the said Adolphus Ellis. — "Witness, etc 
Signed, sealed and delivered") Ezra Reeves, [seal.] 

in presence of j 

Reuben Howard, 
Horace Shattuok. 
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Assignment of Policy of Insurance. 
Hating sold and conveyed the premises within mentioned to 
Amos Abbott, of Beverly, County of Essex, and State of Massachu- 
setts, his heirs and assigns forever, I do hereby, for and in considera- 
tion of the sum of -one dollar, to me in hand paid by the said Abbott, 
assign and transfer the within policy of insurance to him, his execu- 
tors, administrators and assigns. The said Amos Abbott, by 
subscribing this assignment, makes himself responsible for all the 
covenants to which I haye bound myself by the within policy. 

Witness our hands and seals, etc. 
Signed, sealed and delivered 1 Johnson Eames, [seal.] 

in presence of i Amos Abbott, [seat..] 

Herbert Hastings, 
JUDAH Jarvis. 



Assignment of Shares in a Company. 

For value received, I, Moses Morris, of Green Bay, County of 
Brown, and State of Wisconsin, assign the whole of my right, title 
and interest of, in and to twelve shares in the Michigan Central 
Railroad Company, of Michigan, to Leander Gorton, of Minne- 
apolis, County of Hennepin, and State of Minnesota, and constitute 
him, his assigns and substitutes, my attorney and attorneys, with full 
power to execute, in his or their name or names, certificates for the 
said shares ; hereby obliging myself, at his or their request, to do all 
necessary matters and things for the more effectual transfer of said 
shares to him or them. — Witness my hand, etc., 

MosES Morris, [seal.] 

Acknowledged before me, a Notary Public for the State of 
Michigan, this fifth day of May, a. d. 18—. 

Franklin Doe, Notary Public. 



Assignment of a Seaman's Wages, 
Know all men by these Presents, that I, John Thomas, of Bath, 
County of Sagadahoc, and State of Maine, for and in consideration 
of the sum of one hundred dollars, in which I am justly indebted to 
Lewis Harlan, of the same place, have assigned, ^old, transferred 
and set over, and do hereby by these presents, assign, sell, transfer 
and set over, unto the said Lewis Harlan, all such sum or suras of 
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money as are now due and owing to me, the said John Thomas, for 
wages or services on board the ship called " The Flying Cloud," from 
the master or owner of said vessel, as mariner on her voyage from 
Shanghai to the port of New York, which has recently terminated. 
And I do hereby constitute the said Lewis Harlan my attorney irre- 
vocable, with full power in my name, but at his own charge, to pro- 
secute, recover, receive and give discharges for the same. And I, 
the said John Thomas, do hereby covenant and agree, to and with 
the said Lewis Harlan, that I have never released or discharged, and 
that I will not release or discharge, the claim or demand arising and 
accruing as aforesaid. Witness my hand, etc.. 
Signed, sealed and delivered ] John Thomas, [seal.] 

in presence of J 

Benjamin Stokes, 

BiCHAKD RiTER. 



Assignment of Dower by the Heir. 

This Indenture, made the first day of May, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and , between Reuel Silliman, of Asheville, 

County of Buncombe, and State of North Carolina, son and heir 
of Thompson Silliman, late of said Asheville, of the one part, and 
Eleanor Silliman, widow and relict of the said Thompson Silliman, 
of the other part : Whereas, the said Thompson Silliman was in his 
lifetime, and at the time of his death, seized in his demesne as of 
fee of and in divers lands and tenements in said Asheville, which, 
upon the decease of the said Thompson Silliman, descended unto the 
said Reuel Silliman; Now, this indenture witnesseth, that the said 
Reuel Silliman, hath endowed and assigned, and by these presents 
doth endow and assign, unto the said Eleanor Silliman, the third part 
of the said lands and tenements, to wit : — All that messuage, etc., 
(describing premises) ; to have and to hold unto the said Eleanor 
Silliman, for and during her natural life, in severalty, by metes and 
bounds, in the name of the dower, and in recompense and satisfac- 
tion of all the dowei which the said Eleanor Silliman ought to have, 
of or in ttie said lands and tenements which were of the said 
Thompson Silliman in his lifetime. In witness whereof, etc., 
Signed, sealed andijleliverod") Reuel Silliman, [seal.] 

in presence'of, etc., ) Eleanor Silliman, [seal.] 




A Bill of Sale is an agree- 
ment in writing under seal, 
by which a person conveys 
the right or interest he has 
in goods and chattels. 

Where the property is 
duly delivered to the pur- 
chaser, a bill of sale pro- 
duces a change of owner- 
ship ; but it is not generally 

considered as good against creditors, when the property is allowed 

to remain in the possession of the original owner. 
In some of the States, however, a bill of sale is sufficient to pass 

a title to personal property, even against creditors of the seller, 

provided it be made for a good consideration, and free from taint 

of fraud. 
A bill of sale, executed in fraud of creditors, is absolutely 

void. 



OLD STONE HOUSE, RlfcHMOKD, VIRGINIA. 
FIRST DWELLING ERECTED THERE. 



Short Form of Bill of Sale. 
Know all Men by these Presents, that I, William Eaton, of 
Brunswick, County of Cumberland, and State of Maine, in consid- 
eration of two hundred dollars, to me paid by Charles Dennis, of 
the same place, have bargained and sold to the said Dennis, the 

(19) 
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following goods and chattels, to wit : one gray horse, one wagon, and 
three cows. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 
fourth day of June, A. D. 18 — . 

Signed, sealed and delivered) William Baton, [seal.] 

in presence of j 

Tobias Smollett, 
EoDEEio Random. 



Bill of Sale of Goods. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Morton Moses, of 
Athens, County of Henderson, and State of Texas, for and in con- 
sideration of the sum of one hundred dollars to me in hand paid by 
Noble Norton, of the same place, at and before the sealing and de- 
livery of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, 
ha'i'e bargained, sold, and delivered, and by these presents do bar- 
gain, sell, and deliver unto the said Noble Norton [insert a list of 
the goods sold) : To have and to hold the said goods unto the said 
Noble Norton, his executors, administrators and assigns, to his and 
their sole use and behoof, forever. And I, the said Morton Moses, 
for myself, my executors and administrators, will warrant and defend 
the said bargained premises unto the said Noble Norton, his execu- 
tors, administrators, and assigns, from and against all persons 
whomsoever. In witness whereof, etc. 
Signed, sealed and delivered") Morton Moses, [seal.] 

in presence of ) 

Ralph Raymond, 
Eewin Day. 



Bill of Sale of Household Goods, etc. 
Kxow all Men by these Presents, that I, Silas Loomis, of Ter- 
milionviUe, parish of Lafayette, and State of Louisiana, in considera- 
tion of the sum of one thousand dollars, to me in hand paid by Calvin 
Clark, of the same place, at and before the ensealing and delivery 
hereof, the receipt whereof I do herebyacknowledge, have bargained, 
sold, released, granted and confirmed, and by these presents do bar- 
gain, sell, release, grant and confirm unto the said Calvin Clark, all 
the stock, goods, household stuff, implements of household, and all 
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other goods and chattels whatsoever, mentioned and expressed in 
the schedule hereunto annexed, now remaining and being in the 
house lately occupied by me in said Lafayette, and upon the planta- 
tion on which said dwelling-house stands ; to have and to hold all 
and singular the said stock, goods and chattels, and every of them, 
by these presents bargained, sold, released, granted, and confirmed, 
unto the said Oalvin Clark, his heirs, executors, administrators and 
assigns, to his and their only proper use and behoof, forever. 

In witness whereof, etc. 
Signed, sealed, and delivered 1 Silas Loomis, [seal.] 

in presence of J 

Peter Powers, 
David Welsh. 

[A schedule setting forth each article sold and signed hy the seller, 
must he annexed to the above.] 

If the foregoing conveyance he in consideration of maintenance 
and support, add to the above, after "use and behoof forever," the 
following: — And the said Oalvin Clark, in consideration of the pre- 
mises, doth hereby, for himself, his heirs, executors and administrators, 
covenant and agree, to and with the said Silas Loomis, his executors 
and administrators, that he, the said Calvin Clark, his executors and 
administrators, shall and will, at his and their cost and charges, 
maintain and keep the said Silas Loomis, during his natural life, 
with good and sufficient meat, drink, and wearing apparel, washing, 
and lodging, at his, the said Calvin Clark's own dwelling-house, and 
also that the said Calvin Clark, his executors and administrators, 
shall pay and allow unto the said Silas Loomis, yearly and every 
year during his natural life, the sum of fifty dollars for spending 
money ; the said several sums of money aforesaid to be paid to the 
said Silas Loomis, in four equal quarterly payments, to be computed 
from this day. 

Signed, sealed and delivered, etc., {as above.) 



Bill of Sale of a Horse, witli "Warranty. 
Know all Men bt these Presents, that I, Ernest Harwood, of 
Plymouth, Counter of Plymouth, and State of Massachusetrts, for 
6 
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and in consideration of the sum of one hundred and twenty-five dol- 
lars to me in hand paid by Charles Doten, of the same place, at and 
before the sealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof 
is hereby acknowledged, have bargained, sold and delivered, and 
by these presents do bargain, sell and deliver unto the said Charles 
Doten (here describe the horse fully) : To have and to hold the 
same, unto the said Charles Doten, his executors, administrators 
and assigns, forever. 

And I do hereby warrant the said horse to be sound in every re- 
spect, to be free from vice, well broken, kind and gentle in single 
and in double harness, and under the saddle ; and I do covenant for 
myself, my heirs, executors and administrators, with the said Charles 
Doten, to warrant and defend the sale of the said horse unto the 
said Charles Doten, his executors, administrators, and assigns, 
from and against all and every person or persons, whomsoever, law- 
fully claiming, or to claim the same. In witness whereof, etc. 
Signed, sealed and delivered') Ekxest Hakwood, [seal.] 

in presence of ) 

Wallace Boyden, 
IjLOyd Josltn. 



Agreement of Sale. 

Memorandum of an agreement made between WiUard Aiken, of 
the town of Lee, County of Berkshire, and State of Massachusetts, 
paper manufacturer, of the first part, and Daniel Holland, of Spring- 
field, County of Hampden, State aforesaid, printer, of the second 
part. 

The said "Willard Aiken, for the consideration hereinafter set 
forth, doth hereby agree to deliver to the said Daniel Holland, at 
his printing-office. No. 138 Main street, (so called), in said Spring- 
field, from time to time, as the same may be required, by the said 
Daniel Holland, two thousand reams of Chicopee Mills Printing 
Paper, weighing sixty-two pounds to the roam, and equal to a sample 
exhibited and hereto annexed, marked "W. A.'' ; the whole of said 
paper to be delivered before the fii'st day of ilarch next. 

In consideration whereof, the said Daniel Holland hereby agrees 
to pay to the said "Willard Aiken, eight dollars per ream, for each 
and every ream so delivered, in good bankable notes at sixty days, 
to be given at the delivery of every five hundred reams ; the said ' 
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Daniel Holland reserving to himself the right to return any paper 
delivered by the said Willard Aiken, at the expense of the said 
Aiken, which shall prove inferior to the sample hereto annexed. 

Witness the said parties at Springfield aforesaid, this first day 
of November, a. d. 18 — •, Willard Aiken, [seal.] 

Witnesses : Fkederiok Hotton, Daniel Holland, [seal.] 

WiLHELM MbISTER. 



A Bill of Sale of Slaves. 
$4000. Murfreesborc, Tenn. 

Received of Thomas R. .Jackson, four thousand dollars, being in 
full for the purchase of four negro slaves, named Tom, Dick, Joe, 
and Dallas ; the two former are black, and about thirty years of 
age ; the two latter are yellow, of good size, and about twenty years 
of age. The right and title to and in said slaves we warrant and 
defend against the claims of all persons whatsoever ; and likewise 
warrant them healthy, sensible, sound, and slaves for life. 

As witness our hands and seals, this fifteenth day of December, 
A. D. 18 — •, Trask & Co., [seal.] 

Attest : Shubabl Williams, 
Henry Grosvenor. 



Another Form. 

I have this day sold, and do hereby convey to William H, 
Bwing, his hsirs and assigns forever, for seven hundred dollars to 
me paid, a man slave, named Sam. I warrant the title to said slave 
to the said William H. Ewing, his heirs and assigns, against the 
lawful claims of all persons ; and also warrant him to be sound, 
healthy, sensible, and a slave for life. 

Witness my hand and seal at Montgomery, this first day of No- 
vember, A. D. 18—. Stacy Calvert, [seal.] 
Witnesses : Richard Campbell, 
Enoch Catron. 

[The above, or similar forms, are in general use throughout the 
Southern States, except in Louisiana ; in which State the ■provisions 
of the civil law there oUaining, require more extended and prolix 
formality.'] 




A Bond, or obligation, 
IS a deed whereby the 
maker (called the obligor,) 
ololiges himself, his heirs, 
executors, and adminis- 
trators, to pay a certain 
sum of money to another 
(called the obligee,) at an 

CARPENTEE8' HALL, PHILADELPHIA: WHERE THE COS- appoloted day. Such a 
TINEKTAL CONQKESS HELD ITS FIRST SESSION. 

bond is called a single 
bond. A condition is, however, generally added, that if the obligor 
performs some particular act, the obligation shall be void ; otherwise 
it shall remain in full force and virtue. 

The penalty in a bond is usually double the amount of the real 
debt, for the purpose of securing the full debt with interest, and 
costs, if necessary. 

Whenever a specified sum is agreed upon by the parties for stip- 
ulated, or liquidated damages, in the event of a failure to comply 
with the conditions of a bond, such specific sum is the amount 
which the party in fault is to pay. 

All that can be recovered of a penalty in a bond, in addition to 
the amount of the debt, is interest and costs ; and, as the general 
inclination of Courts is to regard the sum mentioned as a penalty, 
(84) 
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care must be exercised to state distinctly and unmistaliably the 
fact, that the sum agreed upon is in the nature of stipulated or 
liquidated damages, if the whole sum mentioned is intended as a 
forfeiture in case of failure. 

If the obligation of a bond be possible at the time of making it, 
but afterward becomes impossible by the act of God, the penalty is 
saved. 

By the statutes of some States a bond may be transferred by 
endorsement under hand and seal, in the presence of two wit- 
nesses ; and the assignee is then allowed to bring suit in his own 
name. 

The assignee of a bond, however, takes it at his own risk. He is 
in precisely the same position as the original obligee ; and if, at the 
time of assignment, the obligor had any set-off or other claim 
against the obligee, the assignee is compelled to allow the same, 
la case the assignee, previous to taking the assignment, ask the 
obligor if the whole amount is due, and he tell him that it is a good 
bond, saying nothing about any claim of his own against it, the 
obligor is liable for the whole amount to the assignee. 

Where several payments are due at different times on one bond, 
if the obligor fail in any one payment, the obligee can recover judg- 
ment for the whole of the real debt, with stay of execution (in States 
where stay is allowable,) on the several payments, till such payment 
becomes due, according to the tenor of the bond. 

A surety is not liable on a, bond given by another and himself 
to a partnership, for advances made by such firm to the princi- 
pal, after the withdrawal or death of one of the partners. Bonds, 
given as securities to partners, are not valid after any change in the 
partnership. 

A bond is not generally affected by the Statute of Limitations, it 
being good, if so originally, for the period of twenty years. 
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Common Form of Bond. 

Know all Men by these Fkesents, that I, Henry Arnold, of 
Oxford, County of Benton, and State of Alabama, am held and 
firmly bound unto Josiah Fielding, of the same place, in the sura 
of three thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States, to be 
paid to the said Josiah Fielding, his certain attorney, executors, 
administrators, or assigns ; to which payment well and truly to be 
made, I do bind myself, my heirs, executors and administrators, 
firmly by these presents : sealed with my seal, and dated this first 
day of February, A. d. one thousand eight hundred and . 

The condition of this obligation is such, that if the above-bounden 
Henry Arnold, his heirs, executors, administrators, or any of them, 
shall and do well and truly pay, or cause to be paid, unto the afore- 
said Josiah Fielding, his executors, administrators, or assigns, the 
full and just sum of fifteen hundred dollars, lawful money, as afore- 
said, with legal interest for the same, on or before the first day of 
July next, without fraud or further delay, then this obligation to be 
void and of none effect ; otherwise to be and remain in full force and 
virtue. 
Signed, scaled and delivered") Henry Arnold, [seal.] 

in presence of ) 

John Somers, 
Samuel Day. 



Judgment Bond, 

If a judgment hond be desired, add to the above, after the condi- 
tion, asfoUuius: — And further, I do hereby empower any attorney 
of any of the Courts of Record, of this State, or elsewhere, to appear 
for me, and after one or more declarations filed for the above pen- 
alty, thereupon to confess judgment, or judgments, against me, as 
of the then last, next, or any subsequent term, with release of errors, 
costs of suit, etc. 



Bond of Indemnity to Bail. 

Proceed as before to the condition: afterward thus: — Whereas, 
the abovenamed Josiah Fielding, at the special iiistance and request 
of the above-bound Henry Arnold, Cogether with the said Henry 
Arnold and Thomas Ford, of Benton aforesaid, is bound to Emmett 
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Carroll, sheriff (or as the officer is,) of the county of Benton aforesaid, 
in the penal sum of two thousand dollars, lawful money of the United 
States, conditioned for the appearance of the said Henry Arnold, 
before the Judges of the Circuit Court at Jacksonville, within and 
for the said County, on the first Monday of March next, to answer 
Dallas Bolton in a, plea (as the bail-bond recites) as by the said in 
part recited bond or obligation and condition, thereunder writteuj 
may more fully appear : 

Now the condition of this obligation is such, that if the above- 
bound Henry Arnold do and shall appear according to the condi- 
tion of the said bond or obligation, and as the law in such cases 
requires ; and if the said Henry Arnold, his heirs, executors, and 
administrators, shall also from time to time, and at all times here- 
after, save harmless and indemnify him, the said Josiah Fielding, 
his executors and administrators, and his and their goods, chattels, 
lands, and tenements, of and from all damages, sum and sums of 
money, costs and charges whatsoever, which he, they, or any of 
them shall or may, at any time or times hereafter, sustain or be put 
into, by means or reason of the said Josiah Fielding being bound 
for the appearance of the said Henry Arnold as aforesaid, then this 
obligation to be void ; otherwise to be and remain in full force and 
virtue. 

Signed, etc., {as before.) Henry Arnold, [seal.] 

[Forms are appended for various conditions : the introductory 
part remains as in " Common Form."] 



Condition for the Performance of Covenants. 

The condition of this obligation is such, that if the above-bound 
Henry Arnold, his heirs, executors, or administrators, shall and do 
in all things, well and truly observe, perform, fulfill and keep all 
aad singular the covenants, grants, conditions, and agreements con- 
tained in a certain indenture of lease, of even date herewith, made 
and executed between the said Arnold of the one part, and the said 
Fielding of the other part, which are, or ought to be observed, per- 
formed, fulfilled, and kept by, and on the part of, the said Henry 
Arnold, according to the true intent and meaning of the same, then 
this obligation to be void, otherwise to remain in full force and virtue. 
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To Execute a Conveyance. 

The condition of this obligation ia suoli, that if the above-bound 
Henry Arnold shall and do, on or before the eighth day of June, a. d. 
18 — , or, in case of his decease prior to that time (if the heir or 
heirs of the said Arnold, within six months after his decease if 
such heir or heirs shall then be of full age ; or if within age, then 
within six months after such heir or heirs shall become of full age) 
shall and do, upon the request and at the proper cost and charges 
of the said Josiah Fielding, his heirs or assigns, make, execute and 
acknowledge, or cause to be made, executed, and acknowledged, all 
and every such deed or deeds, conveyance or conveyances whatso- 
ever, which shall be requisite or necessary for conveying, assuring 
or confirming unto the said Fielding, his heirs and assigns, an ab- 
solute and indefeasible estate of inheritance in fee simple, free from 
all incumbrances, of and in a certain messuage, situated in the said 
Oxford, bounded and described as follows, to wit : [describing the 
premises by boundaries) with the appurtenances; and if, in the 
mean time, and until the said deed or deeds shall be executed, 
the said Arnold, his heirs and assigns, shall and do suffer and allow 
the said Fielding, his heirs and assigns, peaceably and quietly to hold 
and enjoy the messuage aforesaid ; then this obligation to be void, 
otherwise to be and remain in full force and virtue. 



To Keep a Person During Life. 

The condition of this obligation is such, that, whereas the above- 
bound Henry Arnold, for and in consideration of a sufficient sum of 
money, as well as the sum of one dollar to him in hand paid by the 
iibovenamed Josiah Fielding, has agreed and undertaken to keep and 
maintain him, the said Fielding, during the term of his natural life; 
if, therefore, the said Arnold, his executors, administrators, or as- 
signs, do and shall, from time to time, and all times hereafter, during 
tlie life of the said Fielding, him, the said Fielding, well and sufe- 
ciently maintain and keep, or cause that the same be done, in the 
house of him, the said Arnold, with meat, drink, clothes, and all 
other things necessary and convenient for the said Fielding ; then 
this obligation to be void, otherwise to be and remain in full force 
and virtue 
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Of the Treasurer of a Company. 

Whereas, the above-bounden Henry Arnold has been chosen 
Treasurer of the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad Company, and 
by reason thereof will receive into his hands divers sums of money, 
goods, chattels and other things, the property of the said Company: 
Now, therefore, the condition of this obligation is such, that if tiie 
said Henry Arnold, his executors or administrators, at the expira- 
tion of the term of his said office, shall, upon request to him or them 
made, make and give unto such auditor or auditors, or other officers, 
as shall thereto be appointed by the said Company, a true and cor- 
rect account of all such sums of money, goods, chattels and other 
things, as have come into his possession, by virtue of his office as 
Treasurer aforesaid, and shall and do pay over and deliver to his 
successor in the aforesaid office, or any other person duly authorized 
to receive the same, all such balances or sums of money, goods, 
chattels, and other things which shall remain on his hands and be 
by him due to the said Company; then this obligation to be void, 
otherwise to be and remain in full force and virtue. 



To Indemnify Lessee on Payment of Kent, 

The condition of this obligation is such, that, whereas the above- 
bound Henry Arnold, by indenture of lease bearing date even here- 
with, hath demised and to farm let unto the said Josiah Fielding, 
all that certain messuage or tract of land [describing it), to hold the 
same to the said Fielding for the term of three years, he, the said 
Fielding, yielding and paying therefor the sum of four hundred dol- 
lars, in equal quarterly payments for such and every year of the term 
aforesaid, as in and by the said indenture appears : and whereas a 
certain William Norris claims title to the premises aforesaid with the 
appurtenances ; now, therefore, if the said Arnold shall and do, from 
time to time, indemnify and save harmless the said Fielding, his heirs^ 
executors, and administrators, and his and their goods, chattels, 
lands and tenements, of and from all actions; suits, costs, charges, 
payments, and damages, for or by reason thereof; then this ob- 
ligation to be void, otherwise to be and remain in full force and 
virtue, 



00 UONDS. 

Of a Bond of Indemnity to Discharge Enoumbranoes. 

The condition of this obligation is such, that, whereas, the abore- 
bound Heni-y Arnold, by indenture bearing even date herewith, hath 
granted, bargained and sold unto the said Josiah Fielding, a certain 
messuage or piece of land, situate {describing as in the deed,) with 
the appurtenances; and whereas the said piece of land is subject to 
the lien of a mortgage made by the said Arnold to Emmons Haley, 
of said Oxford, and recorded in the office for recording Deeds in said 
County of Benton, in Mortgage Book M., page 364, conditioned for 
the payment by the said Arnold, his heirs, executors, and adminis- 
trators, unto the said Haley, his heirs and assigns, of the sum of five 
hundred dollars, on or before the fifth day of May next, together with 
interest upon the same, as by a reference to said deed of mortgage 
will more fully appear ; Now, therefore, if the said Arnold do and 
shall, on or before the said first day of May, pay the said sum of five 
hundred dollars, together with interest and costs, if any, in full, and 
procure full and complete satisfaction of said mortgage to be entered 
of record in said office, and do and shall, from time to time, and at 
all times hereafter, well and sufficiently indemnify and save harmless 
the said Fielding, his heirs, executors, and administrators, of and 
from the said mortgage, and of and from all suits, payments, costs, 
charges, and damages, for or by reason thereof; then this obligation 
to be void and of none effect, otherwise to remain in full force and 
virtue. 

If a hand he given for the payment of a sum of money with 
interest, and it is intended that, if the interest he not paid within a 
certai7i time after it is due, the whole sum in the bond shall become 
due, add, after the condition, the following : 

And it is hereby expressly agreed, that should any default be 
made in the payment of the said interest, or of any part thereof, on 
any day whereon the satne becomes due and payable as above de- 
clared, and said default continue for the space of thirty (or as de- 
sired) days, then, after the lapse of said thirty days, the aforesaid 
principal sum of [as in the bond) dollars, together with all arrear- 
a,!;es of interest thereon, shall, at the option of the said (the obligee) 
his executors, administrators, and assigns, become and be due and 
payable immediately thereafter, though the period limited above, for 
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the payment thereof, may not then have expired, any thing here- 
inbefore contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 



"Warrant of Attorney to Confess Judgment on a Bond. 

To ANT ATTOENEr of the Circuit Court within and for the County 
of Benton, and State of Alabama, or of any other court elsewhere:— 

"Whereas I, Henry Arnold, of Oxford, in said county, by a certain 
obligation bearing even date herewith, do stand firmly bound and 
held unto Josiah Fielding, of the same place, in the penal sum of 
three thousand dollars, conditioned for the payment of fifteen hundred 
dollars ; these are to desire and authorize you, or any of you, on the 
request of the said Josiah Fielding, or his executors, administrators, 
or assigns, or either of them, to appear for me, my executors or ad- 
ministrators, in the said court, or elsewhere, in any action of debt 
there or elsewhere brought, or to be brought, on the said obligation, 
against me, my executors or administrators, at the suit of the said 
Fielding, his executors, administrators, or assigns, and to confess 
judgment thereupon, as of the then last, next, or any subsequent 
term of the said court, or any other court there or elsewhere to bo 
held, against me, my executors or administrators, for the said 
sum of fifteen hundred dollars, debt, besides costs of suits, by non 
sum wformatus, nil dicit, or otherwise, as to you shall seem correct, 
with full and complete release of errors, imperfections, mispri- 
sions, etc. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 
first day of February, a. d. 18 — . 
Signed, sealed, and delivered") Henky Arnold, [seat,.] 

in presence of J 

Egbert Geeson, 
Nathan Goke. 
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As the Statutes regulating 
the collection of debta in the 
different States, vary greatly, 
the following summary of the 
laws of each State relative to 
the same will be found ser- 
viceable. 

It is believed that it pre- 
sents the legislation of each 
State, up to the time of the 
publication of this volume, in a correct and compact form. 

Alabama.' — A debtor about to abscond, or fraudulently dispose 
of his property, or who has fraudulently contracted the debt, may- 
be arrested ou the affidavit of the treditor. AVhere the debtor is 
not a resident, or absconds, or secretes himself or his property, an 
attachment may issue to enforce the collection of a debt, whether it 
be fully matured or not. Non-residents must give security for costs 
before commencing suit. Judgments are not liens upon real estate; 
but it, in common with personal property in any county of the State, 
is bound by executions only from the time of their delivery to the 
sheriff of the county where the property is situated. 

The legal rate of interest is eight per cent. The principal only 
can be collected in case of usury. 

•' (92) 
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Arkansas. — No person can be arrested for debt, except in case 
of fraud. The property of a debtor, who is not a resident, or' who 
absconds, or secretes himself, may be taljen in attachment. 

Judgments and decrees of the Supreme Court are liens upon real 
estate, from the time of filing a transcript thereof in the Circuit 
Court of the county in which suit was commenced. Judgments and 
decrees of the Circuit Courts are liens on real estate, lying in the 
county where the debtor resides and where suit is brought, from the 
time that they are rendered, continuing for three years, and capable 
of being revived by sdre facias. After obtaining a judgment, the 
defendant, by giving a bond, may postpone payment for nearly a 
year. 

Legal rate of interest, six per cent. ; but by contract it may be as 
high as ten per cent. Usurious contracts are void. 

Califoenia. — A debtor may be arrested for fraud, embezzlement, 
or removal with intent to defraud ; but he is at liberty to demand a 
trial immediately, and, if it be not had within three hours, except 
in case another action is pending, he is discharged. Attachments 
may issue against any property of a debtor for an obligation founded 
on contracts for payment of money within the State, whether such 
contracts were made in the State or not, if it is not secured on real 
or personal property. 

Parties may contract in writing for any rate of interest not ex- 
ceeding eighteen per cent. ; but, in the absence of any such con- 
tract, ten per cent, is allowable on money due on bond, bill, pro- 
missory note, or other instrument of writing, on judgments of any 
courts within the State, or money loaned, or money due in settle- 
ment of accounts from the time the balance is ascertained, and for 
money received to the use of another. 

Connecticut. — A creditor may have process of attachment and 
execution against the body of a debtor in the following cases : — If 
he is guilty of fraud in contracting the debt, or removes,' conceals, 
assigns, or conveys away his property to prevent its being taken by 
legal process ; if he refuses to pay any debt admitted by him, or upon 
which a legal judgment has been obtained, when he has sufficient 
property to satisfy the same, concealed or withheld to avoid process. 
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or refuses to disclose what property he may have subject to foreign 
attachment. The real and personal estate of a debtor may be at- 
tached on mesne process ; and attachments on executions issue 
against the personal property, or, if there be none, against the real 
estate, or the person of the debtor, when not exempt from imprison- 
ment on the execution in the suit. He may be released, upon 
taking the poor debtor's oath that he does not possess property to 
the amount of seventeen dollars. No execution can be levied on 
the body of a debtor in any action founded upon contract, except in 
actions on promises to marry, or for misconduct or neglect in any 
official or professional employment, or for money collected by a 
public officer, or one acting in a position of trust. 

Legal rate of interest is six per cent. ; in case of usurious con- 
tracts, the principal can be recovered without interest ; any interest 
which has been paid being applied to reduce the principal. 

Delaware. — ^Any free white citizen can be arrested for a debt 
over fifty dollars, not yet due, upon affidavit of the creditor that 
such debtor is about to leave the State, or to remove his property, 
and has refused to give security for the debt. Attachments issue 
from a Justice of the Peace, upon affidavit that the debtor, owing 
any sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, has absconded, con- 
ceals himself, is not a resident, or is about to remove, with intent to 
defraud his creditors. After a process has issued against a person, 
and return is made thereon that he cannot be found, a writ of do 
mestic attachment may issue, upon affidavit that the person owes 
the deponent over fifty dollars, and has absconded or left the State, 
with intent to defraud his creditors ; the attaching creditor Is enti- 
tled to a share double that of each of the remaining creditors who 
shall prove their claim, so that the same do not exceed his debt. 
A writ of foreign attachment issues against one who is not a resi- 
dent, after return of process to that effect, or an affidavit that he 
resides out of the State, and is justly owing more than fifty dollars ; 
the attaching creditor having exclusively the advantage gained 
thereby. Executions bind all personal property within the baili- 
wick that is levied upon within sixty days after their delivery to the 
offi-cer. An execution may issue against the body when it appears, 
by the return to the fi. fa., that he has no property within the 
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county, and upon affidavit that he has no property, according to tho 
belief of the deponent, that he owes him more than iifty dollars, and 
is believed by him to have secreted, conveyed away, or disposed of 
property of a value above fifty dollars fraudulently, detailing the 
alleged fraudulent transactions. Executions may be stayed for six 
months on judgments recovered at the first term, on entering secu- 
rity. Judgments are liens upon real estate from the time of the 
rendering of the verdict, or of their entry. 

Legal rate of interest, six per cent. ; whoever takes usury, forfeits 
a sum equal to the amount loaned, one-half to the State, and the 
other to the prosecutor. 

District of Columbia. — No person can be arrested in any civil 
suit, or imprisoned for any debt except corporation fines, and then 
for not more than ninety days for each offense. If a debtor abscond 
or secrete himself so that process cannot be served on him, the 
creditor, or his agent, may make oath to the debt and obtain an 
attachment against all the debtor's real and personal property, ex- 
cepting some specified household implements and necessaries for 
subsistence. Judgments are liens upon real estate, but do not bind 
personal property until execution is placed in the hands of the officer. 

All contracts for more than six per cent, interest are void ; every 
person charging or taking more, forfeits treble the amount lent 
— one-half to the United States, the other to the prosecutor. 

Florida. — There is no arrest upon civil process, or imprisonment 
for debt. When a debtor absconds, or secretes himself or his 
property, or is actually removing out of the State, or is not a resi- 
dent, or fraudulently disposes of his property, attachment may issue, 
upon affidavit, binding real and personal estate for debts already 
due, or to become due within the ensuing nine months. Judgments 
are liens upon real estate after they are rendered and recorded in 
the county where such estate lies. Execution maybe stayed till the 
next term by affidavit of debtor, questioning the lawfulness of it, 
and by his giving security in double the amount of the execution. 
Real estate taken in execution must be sold to the highest bidder 
after one month's advertisement. 

Interest is eight per cent, by agreement ; if no rate is specified, then 
six per cent. Usury is punishable by indictment and loss of all the 
interest. 
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Georgia. — If a creditor, either upon the commencement of a suit, 
or during its continuance, make affidavit that he has reason to ap- 
prehend the loss of the debt specified by him as due, unless the 
debtor be held to bail, such debtor may be arrested ; judgment not to 
be rendered till the maturity of the debt. The debtor can be released 
from imprisonment by taking the benefit of the Honest Debtors' 
Act, viz. : filing a schedule of all his property, giving his creditors 
notice, and taking the required oath. 

Attachment issues, where a debtor is non-resident, absconds, or 
conceals himself, whether the debt is due or not, against his estate 
or interest in a partnership ; the judgment in such attachment 
reaching only the property attached. Judgments bind all property 
owned at the time of their being rendered. After judgment, exe- 
cution may be stayed for sixty days, by giving bond with approved 
security. After such stay, execution issues against both principal 
and surety in such bond, returnable in six months. An execution 
on a judgment cannot issue, unless the plaintiff make affidavit that 
defendant has property to the best of his belief, and points out 
the same for levy. 

Open accounts bear no interest. The security or indorser upon 
any note is released from all liability on the same, unless the party 
holding the same commence suit upon it within three months after 
notice to that effect given him by such security or endorser. 

Legal rate of interest seven per cent. ; party reserving more, for- 
feits the entire interest. 

Illinois. — No imprisonment for debt, except when the debtor re- 
fuses to give up his real estate for the benefit of creditors, or when 
fraud is strongly suspected. A debtor refusing to surrender his 
property to satisfy an execution, may be arrested for debt on execu- 
tion, upon affidavit of the creditor. 

If the creditor, in any action to be commenced on any contract, 
judgment, or specialty, make affidavit that the amount due is in 
danger of being lost, he may hold the debtor to bail by writ. 

The Circuit Court of a county may issue attachments against 
debtors not resident, or absconding, etc., for any sum exceeding' 
twenty dollars. Plaintiffs who are not residents, must first give bonds 
for costs. 
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, Judgments in the County Circuit Courts, are a lien upon real 
estate in the county wherein they are recovered for seven years 
from and after the first day of the term at which they are obtained, 
provided that execution be issued upon such judgments within one 
ysar. Executions are liens upon personal property from the lime 
they are received by the sheriff. The real estate must first be ex- 
hausted, on a sale by virtue of an execution, before proceeding to 
the personal property. The land so sold is redeemable by the judg- 
ment creditor or debtor, within fifteen months, upon payment of the 
principal and ten per cent, interest. After two years, any judgment 
creditor may have it again exposed to sale ; and if it is sold for 
more than bid at the previous sale, together with costs and interest, 
it is still subject to redemption for a further period of three months. 
Eeal estate, in such cases, is sold to the highest bidder, without ap- 
praisement. The purchaser takes a certificate of purchase from 
the sheriff, and, if ihe land be not redeemed as above, within the 
specified time, he then obtains a deed. Certificates of purchase are 
assignable by endorsement. 

Interest is six per cent, where no other rate is mentioned j for 
jioney loaned, it may range as high as ten per cent. In suit upon 
t, note or obligation, in absence of proof that it was given for 
aioney loaned, six per cent, is allowed. 

Indiana. — If a plaintiff seek to recover a debt or damages, and he, 
or his agent, make affidavit, to be filed with the clerk of the proper 
Court, that such debt or damages is or are justly due from the de- 
fendant to him, and that he believes the defendant is about to leave 
the State, taking with him property liable to execution, or money 
or effects which should be applied in satisfaction of his debt, with 
intent to defraud him ; the action may be commenced by arrest. 
Attachments may issue against the real and personal property of a 
debtor, upon affidavit that he has left the State, or is about to do so 
secretly, with intent to defraud his creditors or avoid the service of 
process ; or that he keeps himself concealed, so that process cannot 
be served upon him, fraudulently and to delay his creditors. No 
attachment, however, can issue against a debtor, so long as his wife 
and family remain actually settled within the county where he usu- 
ally resided before his absence; provided such absence be not for 
7 
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more than a year, and no attempt be made to conceal his absence, 
and also that he is not secretly conveying, removing, or transferring 
his property, to evade paying his debts. 

In the case of a failing or absconding debtor, all creditors who 
file their claims at any time before final judgment, share rateably. 
Upon judgments for eighty dollars and upward, there is a uniform 
stay of six months, upon the defendant's giving good security ; on 
judgments for less sums, the stay is proportioned to the sum. 
Property taken in exeoutiou cannot be sold for less than two- 
thirds of its appraised value, where the judgment was obtained upon 
an open account, or upon paper, unless the clause were inserted, 
"without any relief whatever from valuation or appraisement laws." 

Legal rate of interest is six per cent. ; usurious interest, if paid, is 
recoverable back within one year, with ten per cent, damages. 

Iowa. — By a provision in the Constitution, there can be no im- 
prisonment for debt, except in case of fraud. A judgment creditor 
may procure an order for the arrest and imprisonment of a debtor 
until he fully answers, or discloses property, which he unjustly re- 
fuses to apply to the satisfaction of the judgment. 

In actions to recover money, the property of the debtor may be 
attached, upon affidavit that he is not a resident, or absconds, or is 
removing with intent to defraud, or refuses to give up property in 
payment of a security for the demand. If the demand is not based 
npon contract, an attachment may be allowed by a Judge, which 
will run iuto any county where property of the debtor can be found. 
Property may be attached before a. debt has become due, if nothing 
but time be wanting to fix the indebtedness absolutely 

In actions upon any note, or other evidence of debt, it is not 
necessary to prove the execution or assignment of the same, unless 
Ihere be u, specific denial under oath. 

There is a stay of execution on all judgments, on the debtor's 
entering good and sufficient security on the record of the proper 
court, as follows : — on a sum not exceeding five dollars, twenty 
days ; over five and not exceeding fifteen dollars, thirty days ; over 
fifteer, and not exceeding twenty-five dollars, forty days; over 
twenty-five and not exceeding forty dollars, sixty days ; and upon 
all sums not over fifty dollars, not more than ninety days. These 
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provisions extend to decrees upon the foreclosure of mortgages. If, 
at the expiration of the stay, the Judgment be not fully paid, execu- 
tion may issue at once upon a judgment to be entered up against 
both principal and surety. Executions [if from the District Court, 
running into any Courts,) may be entered at any time within five 
years from the entry of judgment. 

Legal rate of interest, in absence of special contract, six per 
cent. ; by agreement, not exceeding ten per cent. Illegal interest 
is recoverable back. Judgments bear the same rate of interest as 
the original contracts upon which they are based, not to exceed ten 
per cent. If any greater per cent, has been contracted for, there is 
a forfeiture of ten per cent, per year, to the school fund of the 
county in which suit is brought, and the plaintiff recovers only the 
principal sum without interest or costs. 

Kentcokt. — -A debtor may be arrested, by filing with the clerk 
of the proper Circuit Court an affidavit, stating the kind and amount 
of the claim, that it is just, and, that the debtor fraudulently intends 
a removal or concealment of himself, or property, and giving bond 
for damages, if any accrue. Prom this arrest the debtor may be 
discharged by filing a just and true inventory of his property, and 
then taking the oath of an insolvent debtor. Attachments may 
insue from the same court, without regard to the amount of the 
claim, if afBdavit be filed, specifying the amount and justice of the 
debt, and, that the debtor is not a resident, or has been absent from 
the State for four months, or that he has removed or concealed, or 
is about to remove or conceal, his property, with fraudulent intent. 

Suit must be brought against the maker of an assigned note at 
the first court after its maturity, or the assignors are discharged 
from all liability. A defendant may replevy an execution for three 
months, by giving a bond with good security ; if this be not paid, a 
second execution issues, which cannot be stayed. As, however, the 
first execution is made returnable in sixty days, the debtor gene- 
rally gets the sixty days before he replevies, and, as the last execu- 
tion afl'ords him sixty days more, seven months delay after judgment 
before satisfaction is customary. 

The legal rate of interest is six per cent. ; any usurious excess is 
void. 
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Louisiana. — Creditors commencing suit who are uot residents, 
must give security for costs. No judgment notes are recognized. 
No person not a resident can be arrested for debt, except where 
6ueh debtor has absconded from another State. No debtor can be 
arrested after judgment, to compel the payment of the same : but 
before the obtaining of a judgment he may be arrested, upon affi- 
davit of the creditor that he is about to remove from the State, 
without leaving in it sufScient property to satisfy the anticipated 
judgment. No imprisonment can continue for a longer time than 
three months, unless the debtor be convicted of fraud. If a creditor 
or his attorney (especially authorized by power of attorney for that 
purpose) make oath that the debtor is not a resident, or has left, or 
is about leaving, the State permanently, or conceals himself, and 
files a bond, exceeding the amount claimed by one-half, for damages, 
if any, with a resident surety, an attachment may issue against the 
property of such debtor. Upon judgment for less than three hun- 
dred dollars rendered in the District Court, no appeal is allowed, 
and execution may issue at once. Eeal estate, or slaves, to be sold 
on execution, must bring at least two-thirds the appraised value in 
cash at the final offer, or be again advertised and sold to the highest 
bidder on a credit of twelve months, the purchaser giving a bond, 
with good security, for payment. Personal property cannot be 
mortgaged. Notes and book-accounts can be taken in execution, 
appraised and sold. 

Legal interest is five per cent. ; by agreement, as high as eight per 
cent. Bank interest is six per cent. ; all usurious interest is for- 
feited, and, when paid, may be recovered back at any time within 
twelve months. 

Maine. — A debtor maybe arrested at the commencement of a suit 
on any contract, or judgment founded on a contract, when he is 
about to leave for the purpose of residing in another State, with 
property of his own more than sufiBcient for his immediate support. 
All real and personal property of a debtor, may be attached and 
held as security to satisfy a judgment to be recovered upon suit on 
n claim exceeding twenty dollars. A debtor's real estate and rights 
thereto, may be taken in execution. 

Legal rate of interest is six per cent. ; a contract for a higher rate 
is void for the excess 
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Mastland. — By Constitutional provision, no 
prisoned for debt in any civil action. A creditol? 
attachment upon the property of his debtor, by makmg^ffidavit 
that he is indebted to him in a specified sum, (giving evidence of the 
same), and that he knows, or is credibly informed and believes, that 
such debtor is not a citizen or resident of the State, or that he has 
fled from justice, or removed from his abode with fraudulent intent 
towards his creditors. After obtaining a judgment, an attachment 
may issue against the real and personal property of the debtor. It 
is customary to allow a year and a day to expire after judgment in 
attachments, before issuing execution, to give the debtor opportunity 
to make valid defense. Execution may be stayed for six months. 

By Constitutional provision, the rate of interest is not to exceed 
six per cent. 

Massachusetts. — Any person may be arrested for debt, upon the 
making of an affidavit by the creditor, or his agent, of a good cause 
of action and a reasonable expectation of recovering twenty dollars 
or upward ; of a belief, with a good cause for the same, that the 
debtor intends leaving the State, so that execution cannot be had 
upon him, having property not exempt from execution. A debtor 
may be arrested upon execution for twenty dollars or upward, if 
affidavit be made of belief that he has property not exempt from 
execution, or that, since the contracting of the debt, he has fraudu- 
lently conveyed some part of his estate, or has lost and paid a hundred 
dollars or more in gaming, or has willfully wasted his goods or estate, 
or that he contracted the debt with intention not to pay the same. 
Any debtor so arrested may be discharged from arrest, by taking 
the poor debtor's oath, after notice to the creditor and an examina- 
tion before the proper officer. Such plaintiffs as are not residents 
must give security for costs. Beal and personal property may be 
attached upon writ and held to satisfy the judgment. Attach- 
ments may be dissolved by giving an approved bond with two sure- 
ties, conditioned to pay the judgment within thirty days after its 
recovery ; or by proceedings in insolvency. Judgments are not a 
lien upon real estate. There is no stay of execution, but real and 
personal property may be sold upon the same ; the real estate being 
appraised to the creditor by three appraisers, the debtor having one 
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year witbin which to redeem it, and the personal property sold at 
public sale. 

The legal rate of interest is six per cent. ; the defense of usury 
being established, the defendant recovers costs, and the plaintiff 
forfeits three times the amount of illegal interest. The party 
paying usurious interest may recover back three times the amount 
of such interest paid. 

Michigan. — A debtor may be arrested upon affidavit, that he has 
removed or concealed any property with fraudulent intent toward 
creditors, or has property with which he unjustly refuses to satisfy 
the judgment, or that he fraudulently contracted the particular 
debt; and, after hearing, may be imprisoned until he pays the debt, 
gives security for it, or is otherwise legally discharged. Attach- 
ments may issue from the Circuit Court against the real and per- 
sonal estate of a debtor, upon affidavit that he is justly indebted to 
the creditor for upward of one hundred dollars upon contract, or 
a judgment on such contract ; that he has absconded, or is about so 
to do, from, or is concealed in, the State ; or has assigned, disposed 
of, or concealed, or removed from the State, or is about so to do, 
any of his property, with fraudulent intent toward creditors ; or that 
the claim, or obligation, was fraudulently contracted or assumed ; 
or that he is not a resident, and has not been so for the space of 
three months immediately previous ; or that the debtor is a foreign 
corporation. Executions may be stayed, on judgments not exceed- 
ing twenty-five dollars for three months from commencement of 
suit ; exceeding twenty-five dollars and less than fifty, six months ; 
over fifty, ten months. Personal property may be sold upon thirty 
days notice ; real estate, after six weeks notice, the debtor having 
one year within which to redeem it. 

Legal rate of interest is seven per cent. ; by agreement for a loan 
of money, not exceeding tea per cent. Contracts are void only for 
the excess 

Minnesota. — There is no arrest or imprisonment for any debt, 
judgment, pecuniary liability, or demand due, or claimed to be due. 

Attachments against the property of a debtor may issue from a 
Justice's Court, upon affidavit, that he is indebted to the creditor 
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for more than five dollars, upon some contract express or implied, or 
upon judgment or decree of some Oonrt, (with the assertion, that the 
deponent has good reason to believe either) ; that he is not a resident, 
and has not been for three months immediately preceding, has ab^ 
sconded, or removed his property, or is about to do either ; that he 
resides in another county, more than one hundred miles from the 
residence of the justice ; that he contracted the debt under fraudu- 
lent representations, conceals himself, or has fraudulently disposed 
of any of his property, or is about so to do ; or that the defendant 
is a foreign corporation. 

Parties may agree in writing upon any rate of interest ; in the 
absence of such agreement, seven per cent, being the legal rate. 

Mississippi. — Open accounts should be sworn to, by the creditor, 
before some Commissioner for the State. Bills of exchange and 
promissory notes are not to be proven, unless their execution be 
denied upon oath. There is no imprisonment for debt, except in 
oases of fraud, to be determined by a jury. An imprisoned debtor 
can swear out, by filing a schedule of his property under oath. A 
creditor may attach the property of a debtor, who is not a, resident, 
or who removes, absconds, or conceals himself, or his property, 
whether the claim be due at the time or not. The first attachment 
takes precedence. Eeal estate sold upon execution {which may issue 
to any county in the State) is not subject to appraisement or redemp- 
tion, but is sold absolutely to the highest bidder. 

Legal rate of interest is six per cent. ; parties may, however, con- 
tract in writing for any rate of interest upon any debt after its 
maturity, not exceeding ten per cent. 

Missouri. — Notes purporting to be " for value received, negotia- 
ble, and payable without defalcation," are negotiable ; but all notes 
are assignable by endorsement, and the assignee can sue in his own 
name. There is no arrest for debt on contracts. A debtor's pro- 
perty may be attached, even if the claim be not due, upon affidavit 
of the creditor to its correctness, that the debtor is not a resident, 
or secretes himself, or has absconded, or absented himself from his 
place of abode, to avoid service of process ; or has fraudulently 
removed, conveyed, assigned, concealed, or otherwise disposed of his 
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property, or ia about so to do ; or, that the debt was contracted out 
of the State, and the debtor haa absconded, or secretly removed hia 
property into the State, intending to defraud or delay hia creditora. 
Bond muat be given by the creditor with one or more auretiea, 
resident houaeholders of the county, in at least double the amount 
of the claim, to pay damagea, if any, which may result from such 
attachment. 

The first attaching creditor haa the precedence. Executions may 
issue to any county at any time within five years after the entry of 
judgment, and are liens on all the debtor's real and personal estate 
in the county, from the time of their delivery to the Sheriff. Eeal 
estate taken on execution is sold, without appraisement, to the 
highest bidder. There ia no provision for stay of execution. The 
legal rate of interest is six per cent. ; by agreement, not exceeding 
ten per cent. The penalty for usury is a forfeiture of the interest, 
and of as much of the principal as the excess ia more than lawful 
interest. No interest ia allowed upon open accounts. 

New Hampshire. — A debtor may be arrested in an action founded 
upon contract, where the claim exceeds thirteen dollars and thirty- 
three cents, exclusive of all costs, if the creditor, or his agent, shall 
make aifidavit, that, in his belief, the debtor is justly indebted to him 
in a aum exceeding the above-named amount, and that he conceals 
his property so that no attachment or levy can be made, or that 
there is good reason to believe he is about to leave the State to 
avoid the payment of his debts. If, upon the arrest of the debtor, 
he can satisfy two Justicea that the allegations of said aflidavit are 
untrue, he may be discharged. Attachments may be issued against 
real and personal property, and the same be held as security to 
satisfy the judgment ; and by the same writ other persons, having 
possessionof any money or property of the debtor, maybe summoned 
as trustees. Executions may be levied after the expiration of twenty- 
four hours, and personal property, after having been kept for four 
daya and advertised, may be sold at auction. Eeal estate is set-ofi 
to the creditor by appraisers. There is no stay of execution, except 
by an injunction granted by a Judge of a Superior Court. 

The legal rate of interest ia ais per cent. ; if more be taken, the 
party taking the same, forfeits three times the amount thus illegally 
taken. 
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New Jersey. — Promissory notes should contain the words, "with- 
out defalcation or discount," or the defendant may avail himself of 
any set-off, or equitable defense, existing between the original 
parties. 

A debtor may be arrested in case the debt has been fraudulently 
contracted, or upon proof that he is about to remove any of hia 
property out of the jurisdiction of the Court, or that he fraudulently 
conceals the same, or has assigned, removed, or disposed of it, or is 
about so to do. An arrested debtor can obtain his discharge by de- 
livering, under oath, a true and perfect inventory of his property, 
and giving bond, with security, to appear before, and petition, the 
next Court of Common Pleas for the benefit of the Insolvent Laws. 
A creditor may attach the property of a non-resident or absconding 
debtor, by making oath to such fact, and to the amount of his claim, 
before any officer authorized to administer oaths. Such attach- 
ments are for the benefit of all creditors who apply ; debts not yet 
due may be proved under any attachment issued, and the holders 
receive their rateable dividend. Judgments are liens, from the time 
of their recovery, on real estate in the County (and, when docketed 
iti the Supreme Court, throughout the State), for twenty years. A 
sale upon an execution, issued upon a younger judgment, discharges 
the lien of a former judgment, the purchaser taking a clear title, 
and the proceeds of sale being applied to the payment of the 
execution upon which the sale was held, if such younger judgment 
was first levied. There is do stay of execution, the first in the 
hands of the ofBcer having the preference. When an execution is 
delivered to a sheriff, personal property of the debtor is bound from 
such delivery ; if to a constable, from the time of levy. 

The legal rate of interest is six per cent. ; but seven per cent, 
may be taken upon all contracts, provided the contracting parties, 
or either of them, at the time of making the contract, be residents 
of either of the counties of Essex and Hudson, or of the city of 
Paterson, or out of the State. All other contracts for a higher 
rate than six per cent, are void ; persons taking a higher rate forfeit 
the whole value of the contract, one-half to the State— the other to 
the prosecutor. 

New York. — A person may be arrested in an action for damages 
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not arising out of contracts, if not n resident, or in an action for 
injury to person, character, property, etc. ; when he has been guilty 
of fraud in contracting the debt, or incurring the obligation, for 
which action is brought, or in concealing or disposing of property, 
for the taliing or detention of which the action is brought ; or when 
he has removed, or disposed of, his property, or is about doing so, 
with fraudulent intent toward creditors ; or for a breach of trust, 
when acting in the capacity of trustee. Security is required from 
the creditor, for costs and such damages as the debtor may sustain. 

The real and personal property of an absconding, concealed, or 
non-resident debtor maybe attached, for the benefit of the attaching 
creditor only, upon affidavit establishing the grounds above-named, 
and a bond with security. Justices' judgments for sums exceeding 
twenty-five dollars, are liens on real property, when docketed in the 
County Clerk's office. Eeal estate is bound, from the time of 
docketing the judgment, for ten years. If the debtor dies within 
one year before filing and docketing the judgment, the real estate 
held by him at his death, is not bound, but the judgment is to be 
paid as a debt in the usual course of administration. Executions 
may issue immediately at any time within five years after judgment ; 
there being no stay of execution, except by order of court for 
irregularity, or by injunction. Personal property is bound by exe- 
cution, only from the time of its delivery to the proper officer ; and 
the execution first delivered takes precedence. 

The legal rate of interest is seven per cent. All contracts reserv- 
ing a higher rate, are void. Corporations are not permitted to set 
up the defense of usury. A person receiving any higher rate of 
interest, is deemed guilty of misdemeanor, and may be fined, not 
exceeding one thousand dollars, or undergo an imprisonment of not 
more than six months, or both. 

North Carolina. — There is no imprisonment for debt, except in 
cases where the creditor, or his attorney, makes oath that he be- 
lieves that the debtor has property which cannot be reached by 
execution, or which he has fraudulently concealed. An attachment 
may issue against the estate of a debtor, wherever found, upon com- 
plaint made on oath to any Judge of the Supreme or Superior Court, 
or any Justice of a County Court, by a creditor, or his agent, that 
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a person indebted to him has removed, or is removing, out of the 
county privately, or so absents or conceals himself that ordinary 
process cannot be served upon him, and upon oath as to the amount 
of his demand, to the best of his knowledge and belief. An attach- 
ment may issue in favor of a resident against the estate of one not 
a resident. If judgment, in favor of a creditor who is not a resi- 
dent, be obtained in the court of the county in which the debtor 
resides, he may appeal to the next Superior Court, on giving secu- 
rity for the amount of the judgment ; if judgment be there obtained 
against him, he pays four per cent, additional damages on the prin- 
cipal debt for the time intervening between the two judgments. If 
no appeal be taken, execution may issue within one year from the 
date of the judgment. Judgments are liens upon real estate, from 
the date of their recovery ; upon personal property, from the date 
of the execution. Personal property is to be first taken in satisfac- 
tion of all executions. Upon notes for a sum not exceeding one 
hundred dollars, and all debts and balances due of sixty dollars or 
less, judgment may be obtained in thirty days, upon which execu- 
tion may be stayed, for periods varying from twenty days to six 
months, according to the amount of the judgment, upon giving 
good security. 

■ The legal rate of interest is six per cent. ; all contracts requiring 
more are void, and the party claiming it forfeits double the amount 
of the debt, half to the State and half to the prosecutor. 

Omo.- — By constitutional provision, no person shall be imprisoned 
for debt, in any civil action, either on mesne or final process, except 
in case of fraud. In order to obtain an order for arrest, the affidavit 
of the creditor, or his agent, must be filed in the proper offi.ce, set- 
ting forth the nature of the claim, its justice, its amount, as nearly 
as may be, and one or more of the following facts : — that the debtor 
has removed, or begun to remove, any of his property out of the 
jurisdiction of the court; that he has begun to convert any 
part of it into money, with intent to defraud creditors ; that he has 
property which he fraudulently conceals ; that he has disposed of, or 
is about disposing of, his property, with intent to defraud ; or that 
je fraudulently contracted the debt, or incurred the obligation, 
»ied upon. Persons imprisoned on execution for fraud, may give 
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prison bonds, but the creditor can have execution against their 
property. Ttie death of a person under arrest does not satisfy the 
judgment. If a person so imprisoned before judgment, is not 
chargeable iu execution within ten days after judgment, he is dis- 
charged from imprisonment. 

Attachments may issue upon the creditor, or his agent, filing an 
affidavit, stating the amount and nature of his claim, its justice, the 
amount v/hich the creditor believes be ought to recover, and the 
existence of some of the above-named grounds for arrest. Upon an 
affidavit of the creditor, setting forth the intentional fraud of the 
debtor, before claim is due, and the giving of a bond for damages, 
if any, the creditor may obtain an order for attachment of the real 
and personal property of the debtor, but cannot obtain judgment 
until the claim is due. An attachment is not granted against a 
foreign corporation, or a non-resident, for any other claim than one 
arising upon contract, judgment, or decree. A bond, in all cases, 
except where the defendant is a foreign corporation, or a non-resi- 
dent, must be given by the creditor with sufficient sureties to pay to 
the defendant any damages arising from a wrongful attachment, not 
exceeding double the amount of the claim. 

If a transcript of a judgment before a Justice is filed in the 
Court of Common Pleas, during a term of court, it becomes a lien 
on the debtor's real estate from the day it is filed; if in vacation, 
from the first day of the next ensuing term. 

The lien of a judgment ceases, if execution be not sued out within 
five years ; if execution is not sued out within one year from the 
rendering of the judgment, the lien of a judgment cannot prejudice 
any other hona fide judgment creditor. All executions issued 
against the same debtor, during the same term, or within ten days 
after judgment, stand upon a common footing. 

The legal rate of interest is six per cent. ; by written agreement, 
as high as ten per cent. If more is reserved, the excess is void. 

Pennsylvania. — Imprisonment for debt does not exist in actions 
founded upon contract, except in cases of fraud. Upon sufficient 
proof in such cases, the debtor may be imprisoned until he pays the 
debt, gives security so to do within sixty days, or gives bond not to 
remove or assign his property, or to take the benefit of the insolvent 
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laws. So much of the real and personal estate of a person who is 
not a resident of the State, or in the county at the time of the issu- 
ing of the writ, as is sufficient to satisfy the claim sued upon, may 
be held by foreign attachment, which is dissolved by the appearance 
of the defendant, his giving security by bail, or depositing money to 
answer the suit. Upon affidavit of a creditor, that a resident debtor 
secretes himself, or acts, or bas acted, with fraudulent intent or the 
like, his real and personal property may be taken in domestic 
attachment, and be collected and distributed among his creditors by 
trustees appointed by the court. Judgments are liens upon all the 
real estate of the defendant, in the county where tliey are rendered, 
for five years. The judgment of a Justice of the Peace is made a 
lien by filing a transcript thereof in the Court of Common Pleas of 
the proper county. Execution may issue upon judgments at any time 
within five years from their recovery, and must first exhaust the 
personal estate before real estate can be sold. Neither coin nor 
bills can be taken from the person of the defendant, nor can the 
officer apply any money which he may have made upon any other 
execution in favor of the defendant; but debts due the defendant 
may be attached in execution. Upon judgment before a Justice, 
stay of execution is allowed, where the defendant is a freeholder or 
enters bail, on sums exceeding five dollars and thirty-three cents, 
and not exceeding twenty dollars, for three months ; above twenty, 
and not exceeding sixty, for six months ; above sixty and not ex- 
ceeding one hundred, for nine months. Upon judgments of the 
Courts of CoKimun Pleas, except in actions upon judgments and 
mortgages, the defendant, if he be a freeholder to the amount of the 
judgment, or give sufficient security, may obtain a stay of execu- 
tion dating from the return day of the original process, in sums not 
exceeding two hundred dollars, for six months; exceeding two hun- 
dred, and less than five hundred, for nine months ; exceeding five 
hundred, for twelve months. 

The legal rate of interest is six per cent. ; except in the case of 
canal and railroad companies, the negotiation of whose bonds, cer- 
tificates of loan, or other evidences of indebtedness below par, is 
not to be deemed usurious ; and also of commission merchants and 
agents of parties residing out of the State, who may, as representa 
tives of such parties, contract for seven per cent. No usurioui. 
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interest can be recovered ; and if paid, may be recovered back, if 
sued for within sis months. 

Rhode Island. — There is no exemption from arrest, except iu 
the case of females, in actions upon contracts not under seal. Beal 
estate is attachable, upon writ or execution, when the defendant 
cannot be found ; as also personal property upon writ, and no 
assignment of the debtor dissolves the attachment. Execution may 
issue at any time after five days from the end of the term, leviable 
upon personal property and the real estate of a female ; for want of 
which the debtor may be imprisoned. Females may be imprisoned 
upon an execution, for more than fifty dollars. 

Legal rate of interest is six per cent. ; usurious contracts void 
only as to the excess. 

South Carolina. — A debtor, about to abscond before the matu- 
rity of his debt, may be held to bail ; also, in any case where the 
debt exceeds thirty dollars and sixty-two and a half cents, upon 
affidavit of the fact annexed to the writ or process. Attachments 
may be issued against the property of a debtor who is not a resi- 
dent, absconds, is removing from the district, or secretes himself, so 
that process cannot be served upon him, upon affidavit of the fact. 
Execution cannot issue until the close of the term, and no stay is 
allowed other than that following an appeal. Real property levied 
upon, is not subject to appraisement. 

The legal rate of interest is seven per cent. The principal sum, 
only, can be recovered in a usurious contract, without costs. No 
interest is allowed upon an open account. 

Tennessee. — There is no imprisonment for debt. Attachments 
may issue where the debt is not due in all cases, unless the debtor 
reside out of the State ; and in all cases of accommodation endorsers 
and sureties, or their principals, whether the debt be due or not, or 
the debtor be a resident or not. When the property of a, non- 
resident is attached, publication of notice must be made, and pro- 
ceedings stayed for four months. Judgments may be obtained by 
sureties and accommodation indorsers against their principals or 
co-sureties for their proportion of the debt, upon simple irotion and 
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■without notice. On Justices' judgments, the defendant has two days 
within which to obtain a stay of execution, generally for about eight 
months, or to appeal to the Circuit Court ; in either case giving 
security. Execution can issue immediately upon the rendering of 
the judgment, be levied, and a bond talien by the officer with secu- 
rity for the delivery of sufficient property to satisfy the judgment on 
or before the iirst day of the succeeding term. In case such bond 
is forfeited, the property of the defendant and his sureties is liable 
to be sold to satisfy the judgment. Real estate sold upon execution 
is not subject to appraisement. If sold on a credit of less than six 
months, it may be redeemed by the debtor or any judgment creditor, 
by paying the amount of the bid and six per cent, interest. A judg- 
ment creditor must also advance, and credit on his judgment, tea 
per cent, of its amount ; the debtor being entitled to the rents, and 
to credit therefor, in the mean time. 

The legal rate of interest is six per cent., and the person taking 
more is liable to a fine, as in other misdemeanors. Sureties and 
creditors, after obtaining judgment, can recover from any person 
who has received usurious interest from their principal or debtor, the 
excess so received above the legal interest ; this excess being appli- 
cable to the payment of the demands of hona fide creditors. A 
jury, or Justices of the peace, have a discretion as to the allowance 
of interest upon open accounts. 

Texas. — By constitutional provision, no person can be imprisoned 
for debt. Attachments may issue, upon the affidavit of the creditor, 
or his agent, stating the justice and amount of his claim ; that the 
debtor is not a resident, or is about to leave the State, or secretes 
himself to avoid process ; or that he has transferred, secreted, or 
removed his property out of the county, or is about so to do, with 
fraudulent intent as to his creditors ; and also, that the attachment 
is not sued out for the purpose of injuring the debtor. Attachments 
may issue upon contracts not matured ; but no judgment can be 
rendered till the claim be due. The creditor first attaching has 
priority. Execution upon judgment before Justices of the peace, 
does not issue until after ten days from tbe date of the judgment, 
within which time the defendant may procure a stay for three months 
by giving security. In other cases there is no stay of execution. 
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No property levied upon by virtue of an execution is appraised, but 
must be sold for cash to the highest bidder. 

In the absence of any specification as to the rate of interest upon 
contracts made in the State, the legal rate is eight per cent. ; but 
by agreement inserted in the contract, it may range as high as twelve 
per cent. Where more is reserved, no interest can be recovered. 
Judgments of the State courts bear interest at eight per cent., unless 
by the contract upon which judgment is rendered a higher rate, not 
exceeding twelve per cent., is reserved. In the absence of any state- 
ment in a note as to the rate of interest, it will be presumed to be 
the same in any other State or Territory as in Texas. 

Vermont. — No citizen of the United States can be arrested for 
debt, unless the creditor, or his agent, file an affidavit, stating that 
he has good reason to believe, and does believe, that the debtor is 
about to remove from the State, and has secreted money, or other 
property, exceeding twenty dollars, or sufficient to pay the debt. 
Attachments may issue against the goods, chattels, or estate, or for 
want thereof, against the body, of the debtor. 

Legal rateof interest, six percent.; interest beyond that rate may 
be recovered back. Excess of interest only forfeited in usurious 
contracts. 

Virginia. — If a plaintiff show by affidavit to the satisfaction of 
the court, that he has good cause of action, and that there is pro- 
bable cause to believe that the defendant is about to leave the 
State, he may procure the arrest of the defendant. The latter may 
obtain his discharge from such arrest by giving bond, with security, 
that he will answer such interrogatories as may be filed within four 
months after judgment, decree or order, and make the required 
conveyance or delivery, or perform and satisfy by such judgment 
decree, or order. The property of a resident defendant who is about 
to remove his property from the State, may be attached upon 
affidavit being filed, and bond given ; also, the property of a debtor, 
or of a co-defendant, who does not reside in the State. Attach- 
ments are also obtainable by a bill in Chancery. 

The assignee of any bond, note, or writing not negotiable, may 
maintain any action thereon in his own name, which the original 
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obligee, or payee, might have brought ; but must allow all juot 
discounts and set-offs, both against himself, and also against the 
assignee, before defendant had notice of the assignment. Execu- 
tions can be issued at once, upon which forthcoming bonds may be 
taken by the sheriff, which operate as a replevy of the property 
levied upon. Upon such bonds, after their forfeiture, judgment may 
be taken on ten days notice, and execution issued against the obligors, 
returnable in sixty days, without further delay or stay. Judgments 
and forthcoming bonds, when recorded, are liens upon real estate. 

The legal rate of interest is six per cent. ; all contracts for a greater 
rate being void, with a forfeiture of double the debt, one-half to the 
informer. Banks of circulation, deposit, and discount, may take 
interest in advance on loans and discounts, for a time not exceeding 
six months, at the rate of twelve per cent, per annum. . 

Wisconsin. — No person can be imprisoned for a debt arising out 
of a contract. The property of a debtor may be attached, if he do 
not reside in the State, is a foreign corporation, is concealed, has 
assigned or concealed property, removes, or on the ground of fraud, 
or fraudulent intent. In foreclosure suits in the State Courts, the 
defendant has three months within which to answer the bill of com- 
plainant, and three months notice of sale after judgment. The 
principles of the New York code have been substantially adopted 
for practice in the courts. 

Parties may agree in writing upon any rate of interest, not ex- 
ceeding twelve per cent. ; if more be taken, the party receiving 
forfeits principal and interest to the School Fund, if action be 
commenced within one year ^fter such payment. In the absence 
of a specific written agreement, seven per cent, is the legal rate. 




A Common 'Car- 
rier is one who 
undertakes for hire 
to transport goods 
from one place to 
another. As u, 
general rule, he is 
liable for all losses 
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rulting from the acts of God, the acts of enemies in time of war, or 
Die nets of the party himself whose goods are transported. 

The following classes of persons, among others, have been ex- 
pressly decided to be common carriers : — ferrymen ; stage-coach 
proprietors ; wagoners carrying for hire ; owners of steam-tugs, 
which tow boats for hire, (even though the master or owner of the 
boat should remain upon boai'd) ; transportation lines employing the 
boats of others for the carrying of goods shipped by them ; railroad 
corporations ; express companies ; owners of canal boats, sailing and 
eteam-vessels, used for carrying freight. 

A carrier is bound to provide a carriage, boat or vessel, in all 
respects adequate to the purpose, with u, conductor, messenger, 
driver, and crew (as the case is) of competent skill and ability; 
failing in these particulars, though the loss be occasioned by the 
acts of God, he cannot set up a providential calamity to protect 
himself against what may have arisen from his own folly. 
(U4) 
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Carriers on land may, by special contract, limit their responsi- 
bility, though they cannot free themselves from all responsibility, 
nor from the exercise of ordinary care ; and such special notice or 
agreement must be clear and explicit, and distinctly brought home 
to the knowledge of the party owning- the goods, to be affected 
by it. 

A. notice after an advertisement of the rate of fare and for tra- 
veling in a stage-coach, in the following words : " AU baggage at 
the risk of the owners," is to be confined in its interpretation to the 
trunks, etc., of persons traveling therein, and not made applicable 
to packages of goods generally carried in such coach. 

If a person sending goods, misrepresent the value or nature of 
them, the carrier is not liable if the goods be purloined ; and in such 
cases the carrier is not bound to look i'urther than the label on such 
goods. The owner, however, is not bound to disclose the nature or 
value of his goods, unless inquired of by the carrier. 

An advertisement in a newspaper, and a memorandum on the 
tickets of a railroad company, in the English language, that they 
would not be responsible for the baggage of passengers, furnish no 
notice to a passenger who does not understand English ; and it is 
doubtful whether tickets, in any case, without more, can be con- 
sidered as evidence of a special agreement. 

In order to hold a person responsible as a common carrier, it is 
not necessary that a precise sum should be agreed upon for the hire, 
or that it should be paid for, if agreed upon ; for, even if the car- 
rier be not paid, he is entitled to a reasonable compensation, in the 
absence of any special agreement. 

The conditions of a line of public coaches are sufBciently made 
known to passengers by being posted in printed handbills at the 
place where the passengers book their names. 
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A Copyright is the exclusive 
right of an author to print, 
publish, and sell his own lite- 
rary work for his own benefit. 
Any now and original plan, 
arrangement, or combination 
of materials entitles the author 
to a copyright therein, whether 
the materials be new or old. 

A newspaper or price-cur- 
rent is not within the protec- 
tion of the United States Copyright Law. A musical composition, 
to be the subject of a copyright, must be substantially a new and 
original work. 

A copyright, or an interest therein, can be relinquished or 
assigned only by writing, and is not the subject of seizure and sale 
in execution. 

In the United States, an author has no exclusive property in a 
published work, e.xcept under some Act of Congress, with the pro- 
visions of which he must comply. 

Any citizen of, or resident in, the United States, who is the author 
(116) 
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of any book, map, chart, or musical composition, or who designs, 
prints, or engraves from his own design, any print or engraving, 
together with the executors, administrators, or legal assigns of such 
person, may have the sole right and liberty of printing, publishing 
and selling the same for twenty-eight years from the time of recdrd- 
ing the title thereof in the Clerk's Office of the District Court of 
the District wherein the author or proprietor resides, under the seal 
of said Court, for which recording the Clerk is entitled to receive 
the sum of fifty cents ; and' the same sum for every copy, under seal, 
actually given to such person, or his assigns. Within three months 
from the publication of such book, etc., the author or proprietor is 
required to deliver a copy of the same to such District Clerk ; and 
every such publication must bear an imprint of the fact that it has 
been so entered according to Act of Congress. 

After the ezpiration of the above-named twenty-eight years, the 
author, inventor, designer or engraver, if alive, and a citizen of, or a 
resident in, the United States, or, if he be dead, his widow, child, or 
children, may obtain the exclusive right to print, publish and sell, 
by recording the title a second time, and complying with the other 
regulations provided for the case of an original copyright, within 
six months before the expiration of the first term, aud causing a 
copy of such record to be published in one or more newspapers 
printed in the United States for the space of four weeks. 

All transfers and assignments of copyrights, (which are proved or 
acknowledged as deeds for the conveyance of land are required to be 
in the particular State or District,) are entitled to be recorded in the 
office where the original copyright is deposited and recorded; but 
every such transfer or assignment, not so acknowledged and recorded 
within sixty days from the execution thereof, is to be deemed 
fraudulent and void against any subsequent purchaser or mortgagee 
for valuable consideration, without notice. 

If any person prints, publishes, or imports any book, copyrighted 
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as aforesaid, without the consent of the person legally entitled to 
such copyright in writing, signed in presence of two or more credible 
witnesses, or directly or indirectly exposes it to sale, he forfeits 
every copy of such book to the legal holder of the copyright, and 
also the sum of fifty cents for every sheet found in his possession ; 
one half to the legal holder, and the other to the use of the United 
States, to be recovered by action of debt in any court of competent 
jurisdiction. For infringements as to prints, maps, charts and 
musical compositions, there is a forfeiture of the plates upon which 
the work was done, and every sheet copied or printed, to the legal 
holder ; and also the sum of one dollar for every sheet found in 
possession of the infringer — one half to the legal holder, and the 
other to the use of the United States, recoverable as before. 

These acts, however, do not prohibit the importation, publication 
or sale of the works of aliens. Any person printing or publishing 
any manuscript whatever, without the consent of the author or legal 
proprietor, (if a citizen of, or resident in, the United States), first 
obtained as above, is liable to such author or proprietor for all 
damages occasioned thereby, to be recovered by a special action on 
the case in a Court having cognizance. 

An abridgement, in which there is a substantial condensation of 
the materials of the original work, and which requires intellectual 
labor and judgment, does not make an infringement of a copyright ; 
otheSwise, with a mere compilation. A copyright is given for the 
contents of a work and not for its mere title. To constitute an 
infringement of copyright, the original work must have been either 
substantially copied, or so imitated as to be a mere evasion of the 
copyright. 

The copyright, in dramatic compositions, includes the exclusive 
right of representing or acting the same. 

All actions for forfeitures or penalties, must be brought within 
two years after infringement occurs. 
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A Deed is a writing by whiclj 
lands, tenements, or heredita- 
ments are conveyed, sealed 
and delivered by the parties. 
It must be written or printed 
on paroliment or paper ; tha 
parties must be competent to 
contract ; there must be a 
proper object to grant ; a suffi- 
cient consideration ; an agree- 
BURGOTNE, OCTOBER 7th, 1777. nicnt propBrly declared ; if 

desired, it must have been read to the party executing it ; it must 
be signed and sealed ; attested by witnesses, ia the absence of any 
statute regulation to the contrary ; properly acknowledged before a 
competent ofBcer, and recorded within the time and in the ofBco 
prescribed by the statute of the State wherein it is executed. J; 

A sufficient consideration for the execution of a deed may be that 
of blood, or natural love and affection, in which case it is called a 
good consideration ; or money, marriage, or the like, where an 
equivalent is given for the grant, which is called a valuable con- 
sideration. Deeds made merely upon good consideration, are 
frequently set aside in favor of creditors and purchasers in good 

faith, 

(119) 
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The maker of a deed is culled the grantor; the party to whom it la 
delivered, the grautee. If the grantor have a wife, she must, in the 
absence of any statute controlling the same, sign and acknowledge 
the deed; or else, after the death of the husband, she may claim her 
dower, or the use of one-third, during her life. 

By a general-warranty deed the grantor covenants to insure the 
lands against all persons whatsoever ; by a special-warranty deed, 
he covenants and warrants only against himself, his heirs, and those 
claiming under him. In deeds made by executors, administrators, 
or guardians, there is generally no warranty ; and it is of the 
highest importance that every requirement of law should be strictly 
observed in executing them. 

A quit-claim deed releases all the interest which the grantor has 
in the land, whatever it may be ; and by the delivery of such a deed, 
under the laws of some of the States, the possession of the land is 
obtained. 

A deed poll, or single deed, like the foregoing, is made by one 
party only, as in the case of a sheriff's deed. A deed in trust is 
given to a person called a trustee, to hold in fee simple, or other- 
wise, for the use of some other person who is entitled to the pro- 
ceeds, profit, or use. The estate so held is not subject to the judg- 
ment debts of the trustee, to the dower of his wife, or the curtesy 
of the husband of a female trustee. A grouiid-reut deed cunveys 
land to the grantee, with a reservation of a specific sum of money, 
to be paid at such times as may be agreed upon, in the nature of 
rent, and it may be irredeemable or redeemable, ibr a terra of years, 
for life, or in fee. The irredeemable ground-rent cannot be ex- 
tinguished by the payment of the consideration money, unless the 
grantee consent ; the redeemable maybe extinguished by the pay- 
ment of the consideration money, within, or at the expiration of, the 
specified time. 

A deed may be avoided, by alterations made in it after its exccu 
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tion ; by the disagreement of the parties -whose concurrence is 
necessary ; or by the judgment of a competent tribunal. 

If there are iDterlineations or erasures in u deed, made before 
signing, they should be mentioned in a note, and be -witnessed in 
proper form by the -witnesses. After the ackno-wledgment of a 
deed, the parties have no right to make the slightest alteration. 
An interlineation of a deed after execution, if made in favor of the 
interest of the grantee, vitiates the deed. If a deed be altered 
before delivery, such alteration destroys the deed as to the party 
altering it, but not the estate; the party altering loses all remedy 
upon the covenants, but the title is not divested. 

The deed of a corporation must be authenticated by its common 
seal, -which must be proved by some person familiar -with it. If 
land is to be conveyed to a corporation in fee simple, the word 
" successors" should be used, instead of " heirs." 

\T1ie Statutes of the various States, as to the execution, acknoivl- 
edgment, and recording of deeds, varying in several particulars, 
it is thought advisable to append the leading requirements of each 
State.] 

Keauirements as to Deeds, tlirougliout the tTnited States. 

Alabama.— Execution under seal or scroll ; but instruments pur- 
porting to be sealed are deemed such, -whether a seal be added or 
not. If the deed be ackno-wledged, no subscribing -witness is neces- 
sary ; but when the grantor cannot write his name, or the deed is 
not acknowledged, two witnesses are required. 

Arkansas.— Execution under seal or scroll ; no subscribing wit- 
nesses required, if the deed is acknowledged before the proper officer. 

Oalifobnia.— Execution under seal; no subscribing witnesses 
required, where the deed is acknowledged by the grantor. 
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Connecticut. — Execution under seal ; the addition of the word 
"seal," or of the scroll, being equivalent; wife does not join with 
the husband unless tenant in common, or individually interested 
otherwise in the estate. 

Delaware. — Execution under seal, in presence of at least two 
subscribing witnesses. 

District op Columbia. — Sealed and delivered in presence of two 
M'itcesses, and recorded within six months after execution. 

Florida. — Executed and delivered under seal, in presence of at 
least two subscribing witnesses. 

Georgia. — Two or more witnesses are required; a scrawl of the 
pen answers for a seal. Grantor's wife need not join, unless the 
land came to him, by virtue of their marriage, through her ; in which 
case she must join, and then expressly renounce all her right to 
dower. 

Illinois. — Executed under seal or scroll ; no subscribing wit- 
nesses required, where the deed is acknowledged. 

Indiana.- — Executed under seal of wafer or wax ; no subscribing 
witnesses needed in case of acknowledgment ; must be recorded 
within ninety days after execution. No private examination of a 
wife required, dower having been abolished. 

Iowa. — May be executed without either seal or scroll ; no witness 
necessary, if deed is acknowledged. No separate examination or 
acknowledgment of the wife ; she acknowledging with her husband, 
as if ii single woman. No deed valid, except between the parties 
to it, until, first being duly proved and acknowledged, it is left for 
record. 

Kentucky. — May be executed without seal or scroll ; two sub- 
scribing witnesses required where proof of execution is intended, 
instead of acknowledgment by grantor. The officer is not required 
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to certify that lie knows the grantor, or the witnesses, or that the 
latter are proved before him to be credible. 

Louisiana. — Need not be under seal, but executed in presence of 
two witnesses, (free males, and above fourteen years of age) ; or 
three, if the grantor be blind. 

Maine. — Executed under seal, in presence of two subscribing wit- 
nesses, unless the deed be acknowledged. 

Maryland. — Executed under seal ; no requirement as to sub- 
scribing witnesses. 

Massachusetts. — Executed under seal of wafer or wax ; no sub- 
scribing witnesses required. Deeds made by non-residents must be 
acknowledged. 

Michigan. — Executed under seal or scroll, in presence of two 
subscribing witnesses. Deeds executed out of the State, valid, if 
executed according to the law of the State in which they were 
executed. 

Minnesota. — Executed under seal or scroll, in presence of two 
subscribing witnesses. 

Mississippi. — Executed under seal, in presence of two subscribing 
witnesses ; no witness necessary, if acknowledged by grantor. 

MissoDKi. — Executed under seal or scroll ; no subscribing wit- 
nesses requisite in case of acknowledgment. 

New Hampshire. — Executed under seal, in presence of two sub- 
scribing witnesses. 

New Jersey. — Executed under seal of wafer or wax, in the pres- 
ence of one witness. Deeds of land lying in the State by grantors 
not resident are valid, if executed in conformity w/th the laws of 
the State of which they are residents. 
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New York. — Executed under seal, and in the presence of at 
least one subscribing witness, unless the deed be acknowledged ; 
the officer taking the acknowledgment to certify to the identity of 
the grantor. Where the execution is proved by a subscribing wit- 
ness, he must state his own place of residence, and that he knows 
the person described, and that he executed the conveyance. 

North Carolina. — Executed under seal or scroll, in presence of 
one witness, and acknowledged, if in the State, before a Judge of the 
Supreme Court, Superior Court, or County Court where the land 
is, and registered within two years ; if out of the State, before a 
Commissioner, or Judge of a, Supreme, Superior, or Circuit Court. 

Ohio. — Executed under seal or scroll, with the pen, in presence 
of two subscribing witnesses. 

Pennsylvania. — Executed under seal or scroll; no subscribing 
witnesses necessary, though it is the common practice to have at 
least two. 

Ehode IsLAND.^Executed under seal, in presence of two sub- 
scribing witnesses. 

South Carolina. — Executed under seal or scroll, in presence of 
at least two subscribing witnesses. Wife does not join with the 
husband, except where she is entitled to the estate as her inherit- 
ance. 

Tennessee. — In writing, but neither seal nor scroll imperative, 
two witnesses necessary to prove the execution. 

Texas. — Need not be sealed, except in case of corporations ; can- 
not be recorded in office of clerk of court of the county in which the 
land lies, without having first been proved by a subscribing witness, or 
acknowledged by grantor before a Notary Public, Chief Justice, or 
clerk of a county court ; if in another State, before a Commissioner, 
or Judge of a Court of Eecord having a seal. 
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Vermont. — Executed under seal of wafer or wax, in presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

ViKGiNiA. — Executed under seal or scroll, in presence of one sub- 
scribing witness, if deed be acknowledged ; if not acknowledged, in 
presence of three subscribing witnesses. 

Wisconsin. — Executed under seal, which may be a scroll in ink, 
or a wafer, or wax ; in presence of at least two subscribing wit- 
nesses ; acknowledged by the grantor, who must be personally 
known to the ofiScer, or his identity be proved by a witness. 



Sliort Form of a Deed. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Timothy Pearson, 
of Ware, County of Hampshire, and Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts, for and in consideration of the sum of one thousand dollars to 
me paid by Benjamin P. Jackson, of Newton, County of Middlesex 
and Commonwealth aforesaid, the receipt whereof is hereby ac- 
knowledged, do give, grant, sell, and convey unto the said Benjamin 
P. Jackson, all that [describing the premises) : To have and to hold 
the same to the said Jackson, his heirs and assigns, to his and their 
use forever. And I, the said Timothy Pearson, covenant with the 
said Jackson, his heirs and assigns, that I am lawfully seized in fee 
of the premises ; that they are free'Trom all incumbrances; that I 
have a good right to sell the same as aforesaid ; and that I will war- 
rant and defend the same to the said Jackson, his heirs and assigns, 
against the lawful claims and demands of all persons. 

[If the wife is to join, here add the following : — " And Sarah E., 
the wife of Timothy Pearson aforesaid, in consideration of the sum 
of ten dollars to her in Land paid, the receipt whereof she doth 
hereby acknowledge, hereby releases to the said Jackson, his heirs 
and assigns, all her right, title, and interest to or in any dower in 
the aforegranted premises.] 

In testimony whereof I, the said Timothy Pearson [together with 
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Sarah, my wife], have hereunto set my [or our] hand [or hands] 
and seal [or seals], this fifth day of December, a. d. 18 — . 
Signed, sealed and delivered] Timothy Pearson, [seal.] 

in presence of | Sakah E. Pearson, [seal.] 

Elihu H. Hunt, 

Moses Kennison. 



Acknowledgment of roregoing. 

Hampshire County, ss : 
Before me, the subscriber, one of the Justices of the Peace within 
and for the said County, personally appeared the above-named 
Timothy Pearson [and Sarah E., his wife], who in due form of law 
acknowledged that he [they] did sign and seal the above indenture 
as his [their] free act and deed. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 
tenth day of December, a. d. 18 — . Xorcross Jones, 

Justice of the Peace. 

[In States xuhich require a separate examination of the wife, the 
above form should he varied after the word "acknowledged," hy 
proceeding as follows : "the above indenture to be their act and 
deed, and desired that the same might be recorded as such. The 
said Sarah E. being of fall age, and by' me examined separate and 
apart from her said husband, and the contents of the foregoing in- 
denture being first made fully known to her, declared that she did 
voluntarily and of her own free will and accord, seal, and as her act 
and deed deliver the same, without any coercion or compulsion of 
her said husband. In witness whereof, etc., as before."] 



Deed with full Covenants. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that we, Edwin Hughes, and 
]\f ary his wife, of Clayton, County of Barbour, and State of Alabama, 
for and in consideration of the sum of three thousand dollars, to us 
in hand paid, have granted, bargained and sold, and by these pre- 
sents do grant, bargain, sell and convey unto Charles Delancey, of 
the same place, all that certain parcel of land, situate in the said 
Clayton, and bounded and described as follows: [describing the 
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premises], with all the appurtenances, and all the right, title, 
interest, claim and demand of us, or either of us, in the premises ; 
to have and to hold the same unto the said Charles Delancey and 
his heirs in fee simple forever. And I, the said Edwin Hughes, for 
myself and my heirs, do hereby covenant and agree, to and with the 
said Charles Delancey, o.r.d his heirs and assigns, that I am now the 
owner of the said premises, and am seized of a good and indefeasible 
estate of inheritance therein, and that I have full right and power 
to sell and convey the same in fee simple ; that the said premises are 
free and clear of all incumbrances; that the said Delancey, his 
heirs and assigns, may forever hereafter have, hold, possess, and 
enjoy the same, without any suits, molestation or interruption, by 
any person whatever lawfully claiming any right therein ; and, that 
I, the said Hughes, and all persons hereafter claiming under me, will 
at any time hereafter, at the request and expense of the said Delan- 
cey, his heirs or assigns, make all such further assurances for the 
more effectual conveying of the said premises with the appurtenances, 
as may be reasonably required by him or them ; and that I, the said 
Hughes, and my heirs, will warrant and defend the said premises, 
with the appurtenances, unto the said Delancey, and his heirs and 
assigns, forever. In witness whereof, etc., 
Signed, sealed, etc., Edwin Hughes, [seal.] 

Eeuben Chamber Mart Hughes, [seal.] 

John Garrett. 



General "Warranty Deed. 
This Indenture, made this sixteenth day of August, in the year 

of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , between Thomas 

Myers, of Tan Buren, County of Crawford, and State of Arkansas, 
and Emma his wife, of the one part, and Robert Eeed, of the same 
place, of the other part, witnesseth ; that the said Thomas Myers 
and Emma his wife, for and in consideration of the sum of six hun- 
dred dollars, to them in hand paid by the said Eobert Reed, at and 
before the ensealing and delivery hereof, the receipt whereof they 
do hereby acknowledge, have granted, bargained, sold, delivered, 
released and confirmed, and by these presents do grant, bargain, 
sell, alien, release and confirm, unto the said Eobert ^Reed, and to 
Lis heirs and assigns, all that certain messuage or tenement and 
tj-act of land, situated in Van Buren aforesaid, bounded as follows : 
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\inserting the boundaries], containing five acres, be tlie same more 
or less. It being part of the same premises which Theodore Bay, 
anJ Martha his wife, by indenture bearing date the ninth day of 
May, A. D. 18 — , for the consideration therein mentioned, did grant 
and confirm to the said Thomas Myers, party hereto, his heirs and 
assigns forever; as in and by the said in part recited indenture, 
recorded in, etc., [inserting the proper office, iooJc, volume and 
page], relation thereto being had, more fully and at large appears. 
Together with all and singular the rights, liberties, privileges, here- 
ditaments and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging, or 
in any wise appertaining, [if there be any exceptions, insert them 
here], and the reversions and remainders, rents, issues and profits 
thereof; and also all the estate, right, title, interest, property, claim, 
and demand whatsoever of them, the said Thomas Myers, and Emma 
his wife, in law or equity, or otherwise howsoever, of, in, to, or out 
of the same. To have and to hold the premises hereby granted, or 
mentioned, or intended so to be, with the appurtenances, [inserting 
exceptions, if any), unto the said Eobert Reed, his heirs and assigns, 
to his and their only proper use and behoof, forever. And the said 
Thomas Myers, for himself, his heirs, executors and administrators, 
doth covenant, promise and agree, to and with the said Eobert 
Beed, his heirs and assigns, by these presents, that he, the said 
Myers and his heirs,, the said above-mentioned and described mes- 
suage or tenement, and tract or piece of land, hereditaments and 
premises, hereby granted, or mentioned, or intended so to be, with 
the appurtenances, unto the said Eeed, his heirs and assigns, against 
the said jMyers, and his heirs, and against all and every other person 
and persons whomsoever, lawfully claiming or to claim the same, or 
any part or parcel thereof, shall and will warrant and forever defend 
by these presents. 

In witness whereof, the said parties of the first part have hereunto 
sot their hands and seals, the day anjl year first above written. 
Signed, etc. Thomas Myers, [seal.] 

Emma Myers, [seal.] 

Deed by Attorney. 

This Indenture, made the twelfth day of July, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and , between David Barstow, 
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of Auburn, county of Placer, and State of California, and Clara E., 
his wife, of the first part, by Edmund Eobbins, their attorney in 
fact, specially thereto constituted by power of attorney, dated the 
fifth day of January a. d. 18 — , and recorded in, [redting the p7-oper 
offics,] as by reference thereto will more fully appear, and Thomas 
Garnett, of the City and County of San Francisco, State aforesaid, 
of the second part ; witnesseth, etc., (proceeding as in foregoing, 
and concluding asfollows\ : — 

In witness whereof, the said parties of the first part, by Edmund 
Eobbins, their attorney in fact, have hereunto set their hands and 
seals, day and year first above written. Signed, etc., 

David Baestow, [seal.] 
Clara B. Bakstow, [seal.] 
By their Attorney, 

Edmund Bobbins, [seal.] 

Quit-Claim Deed. 

Know all Men by these Pkesents, that we, Alfred Darrah, of 
Portland, County of Cumberland, and State of Maine, and Eunice, 
wife of the said Alfred, in consideration of the sum of nine hun- 
dred dollars, to us in hand paid by Daniel Gould, of Ittalden, 
County of Middlesex, and State of Massachusetts, the receipt 
whereof we do hereby acknowledge, have bargained, sold, and quit- 
claimed, and by these presents do bargain, sell, and quit-claim, unto 
the said Daniel Gould, and to his heirs and assigns forever, all our, 
and each of our, right, title, interest, estate, claim and demand, both 
at law and in equity, and as well in possession as in expectancy, of, 
in, and to, all that certain messuage or tract of land, situate in 
Portland aforesaid, bounded and described as follows : [describing 
premises] , with all and singular the hereditaments and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging, or in any wise pertaining ; to have and to hold 
the above-released premises to the said Gould, his heirs and assigns, 
to his and their use and behoof forever. 

[Jf desired to make special warranty against any incumbrance 
made by grantor,] here insert as follows :— And I, the said Alfred 
Darrah, for myself and my heirs, executors and administrators, do 
covenant with the said Daniel Gould, his heirs and assigns, that the 
above granted premises are free from all incumbrances made or 
9 
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suffered by me ; and that I will, and my heirs, executors and ad- 
ministrators shall, warrant and defend the same to the said Daniel 
Gould, his heirs and assigns forever, against the lawful claims and 
demands of all persons claiming by, through, from, or under me, 
but ag-ainst none other. 

In witness whereof, we, the said Alfred Darrah, and Eunice his 
wife, have hereunto set our hands and seals this first day of October, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ■ . 

Signed, etc. Alfked Dakkah, [seal.] 

EtTNICE DaREAH, [seal.] 



Deed Poll. 

To ALL TO WHOM THESE Pkesents SHALL COME, Ambrose Lawrence, 
of Bedford, County of Bedford, and State of Pennsylvania, yeoman, 
eldest son and heir-at-law of William R. Lawrence, late of said 
Bedford, deceased ; Eben Lawrence, of Georgetown, in the District 
of Columbia, another of the sons of said deceased; and Eufus 
Melvin, of Racine, County of Racine, and State of Wisconsin, and 
Ellen L., his wife, late Ellen Lawrence, daughter of the said de- 
ceased, (who are the only heirs of said deceased), send greeting: 
Whereas, by indenture, bearing date the first day of April, in the 

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , Charles 

Collins, of Bedford, aforesaid, and Hannah, his wife, for the con- 
sideration therein mentioned, did grant and confirm unto the said 
William E. Lawrence, deceased, and to his heirs and assigns forever, 
as in and by the said in part recited indenture, recorded in the ofBce 
for recording deeds, at said Bedford, in and for said County of 
Bedford, in book C, page 284, relation being thereunto had, more 
fully and at large appears, a, certain messuage or tract and parcel 
of land, situate in Bedford aforesaid, and bounded and described as 
follows : [describing the premises.] Now know ye, that the said 
Ambrose Lawrence, Eben Lawrence, and Rufus Melvin, and Ellen 
L., his wife, for and in consideration of the sum of three thousand 
dollars, lawful money of the United States, to them in hand paid 
by Isaac Gooding, cf Harrisburg, County of Dauphin, and State. of 
Pennsylvania, at and before the sealing and delivery hereof, the 
receipt whereof fhey do hereby acknowledge, have granted, bar- 
gained, sold, released and confirmed, and by these presents do grant, 
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bargain, sell, release and confirm, unto the said Isaac Gooding, his 
heirs and assigns, all the above-described messuage or tract and 
parcel of land, situate and bounded and described as aforesaid; 
together with all and singular the buildings, improvements, rights, 
liberties, privileges, hereditaments, and appurtenances whatsoever, 
thereunto belonging, or in any wise appertaining, and the reversions 
and remainders, rents, issues and profits thereof; and also all the 
estate, right, title, interest, property, claim, and demand whatsoever 
of them, the said Ambrose Lawrence, Eben Lawrence, and Eufus 
Melvin, and Ellen L., his wife, in law or equity, or otherwise how- 
soever, of, in, to, or out of, the same ; to have and to hold the said 
messuage or tract and parcel of land, hereditaments, and premises 
hereby granted, or mentioned, or intended so to be, with the appur- 
tenances, unto the said Isaac Gooding, his heirs and assigns, to his 
and their sole use and behoof forever. In witness whereof, etc. 
Signed, etc., Ambrose Laweestcb, [seal.] 

Eben Laweence, [seal.] 
Eufus Melvin, [seal.] 

Ellen L. Melvin, [seal.] 



Sheriff's Deed of an Equity of Eedemption sold at Auction. 

To ALL Persons to whom these Presents shall come, Alpha 
Parr, High Sheriff of the County of Washington, in the State of 
Vermont, sends greeting: — Whereas I, the said Alpha Parr, as 
High Sherifi", as aforesaid, on the third day of August, a. d. 18—, 
at Montpelier, in said county, attached on mesne process, in a suit 
wherein Thomas Chase, of Boston, County of Suffolk, and State of 
Massachusetts, was plaintiff', and Andrew Allen, of said Montpelier, 
defendant, all the right in equity, which the said Allen then had 
to redeem the real estate hereinafter described ; and whereas, by 
consideration of the Justices of the Circuit Court, holden at Mont- 
pelier aforesaid, within and for the said County of Washington, on 
the second Tuesday of September, a. d. 18—, the same being the 
ninth day of the said September, the said Thomas Chase recovered 
judgment against the said Andrew Allen, for the sum of four hun- 
dred dollars, debt or damage, and costs of suit, taxed at the sum 
of forty-four dollars sixty-eight cents ; on which judgment, by order 
of said Court a writ of execution was issued on the twentieth day 
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of September, a. d. 18—, directed to me, the said Alpha Farr, to be 
levied, satisfied and executed ; and, whereas, by virtue of said writ 
of execution, and in order to satisfy the same, I did afterward, to 
wit, on the twenty-first day of September, a. d. 18 — , take and seize 
the right in equity of the said Andrew Allen, of redeeming the fol- 
lowing described real estate, to wit, [describing the premises] : and, 
whereas, afterward, on the tenth day of October, a. d. 18 — •, having 
given due notice to the said Andrew Allen, and having duly adver- 
tised the premises aforesaid, according to law, in due form, I sold 
the same at public auction to Matthew Carter of Montpelier, afore- 
said, who was the highest bidder therefor, and the purchaser thereof 
at said sale, for the sum of one hundred dollars, that being the 
highest and best sum or price then and there bid therefor : Now, 
therefore, know ye, that I, the said Alpha Farr, in my capacity as 
High Sheriff aforesaid, in consideration of the said sum of one 
hundred dollars to me paid by the said Matthew Carter, the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged, have bargained, granted, sold and 
conveyed, and by these presents do bargain, grant, sell, and convey 
unto him, the said Matthew Carter, all the right, which the said 
Andrew Allen, at the time of the attachment afore recited, had of 
redeeming the before-described estate, and every parcel thereof. 

To have and to hold the same, to him, the said Matthew Carter, 
his heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, to his and their use 
and behoof forever; subject, nevertheless, to the said Andrew 
Allen's right of redeeming the same. And I, the said Alpha Parr, 
do covenant with the said Matthew Carter, as aforesaid, that, in 
making the said attachment and sale, and in evei-y thing concerning 
the same, I have complied with, observed, and obeyed all the rules 
and requirements In law for attaching, and, on execution, making 
sales of rights in equity to redeem real estate. 

In testimony whereof, I, the said Sheriff, have hereunto set my 
hand and seal this twentieth day of October, in the year of our 

Lord one thousand eight hundred and . 

Signed, sealed and delivered") Alpha Fare, [seal.] 

in presence of J 

William L. Clabe, 
George T. Stuokeet. 
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Sheriff's Deed of Land by him Sold. 

William H. Thomas, Esquire, Hig-li Sheriff of the County of 
Tioga, in the Commonwealth of Pennyslvania, to all to whom thess 
presents shall come, greeting : Whereas, by a writ o'i fieri facias, to 
the said sheriff directed, bearing date the fourth day of November, 
A. D. 18 — , he was commanded, that, of the goods and chattels, 
lands and tenements of Jerome Morse, of Wellsboro', in his, the 
said sheriff's bailiwick, he should cause to be levied the sum of five 
hundred dollars, debt or damages, and twenty-eight dollars costs of 
suits (or as in the fieri facias), and that he should have those 
moneys before the judges at said Wellsboro', at a Court of Common 
Pleas, there to be held for the said County of Tioga, on the tenth day 
of January then next ensuing, to render to the said Henry Willis 
(or, the planiiti^ in the judgment recited in the fieri facias), for his 
debt and damages aforesaid, and that he, the said sheriff, should 
have then and there that writ; at which day he, the said sheriff, 
made return to the said judges, that, by virtue of the said writ, to 
him directed, he had seized and taken in execution a certain mes- 
suage [describing the same as in sheriff's return], which remained 
in his hands unsold, for want of buyers ; so that he could not have 
the moneys in the said writ mentioned, at the day and place therein 
contained, as by the said writ he was commanded ; and the residue 
of the execution of the said writ was contained in a certain schedule 
thereunto annexed ; by which schedule or inquisition it appears, on 
the oaths and affirmations of the inquest therein named, that the rents, 
issues, and profits of the said messuage, etc., were not of a clear 
yearly value sufficient, beyond all reprises, within the space of seven 
years (or the statute time allowed), to satisfy the debt and damages 
in said writ mentioned : Wherefore, by a certain other writ of ven- 
ditioni exponas, issued out of the said court, bearing date the twenty- 
first day of January last, past, he, the said sheriff, was commanded 
that the said messuage, etc., with the appurtenances, so by him 
seized and taken in execution, he should expose to sale; and that 
he should have those moneys before the said judges at Wellsboro' 
aforesaid, at the Court of Common Pleas there to be held the tenth 
day of March then next ensuing, to render to the said Henry Willis, 
for his debt and damages aforesaid. In pursuance whereof, he, the 
said sheriff, having- given due and legal notice of the time and place 
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of sale, did, on the twenty-eighth day of February now last past, 
oxpose the premises aforesaid to sale, by public vendue or outcry, 
ftiid sold the same to Marian Page, of AVellsboro' aforesaid, for the 
sum of three hundred dollars, he being the highest bidder, and that 
the best price bidden for tlie same : Now know ye, that the said 
sheriff, for and in consideration of the aforesaid sum of three hun- 
dred dollars, to him in hand paid by the said Harlan Page, at and 
before the sealing and delivery hereof, the receipt whereof he doth 
hereby acknowledge, hath granted, bargained, and sold, and by these 
presents, in compliance with the directions of the last recited writ, 
and by force and virtue thereof, doth grant, bargain, and sell unto 
the said Harlan Page, his heirs and assigns, all that the said mes- 
suage, etc., above described, together with all and singular the 
buildings, improvements, rights, members, and appurtenances what- 
soever thereunto belonging, or in any wise appertaining, and the 
reversions and remainders, rents, issues, and profits thereof; and 
also all the right, title, interest, property, estate, claim, and demand 
whatsoever, of him, the said Jerome Morse, of, in, to, or out of the 
same. To have and to hold the said messuage and tract of land, 
hereditaments, and jjreraises hereby granted, or mentioned, or in- 
teudcd so to be, with the appurtenances, unto {he said Harlan Page, 
his heirs and assigns, to his and their only proper use and behoof 
forever; for .such estate, and under and subject to such routs and 
conditions, as the said Jerome Morse had and held the same, at and 
immediately before the taking thereof in execution, according to the 
form and eflFect of the laws and usages of this Commonwealth, in 
such case made, provided, or observed. In witness whereof, I, the 
said Sheriff, have, etc. 

Signed, etc. William H. Tuomas, [seal.] 



Another Form for Same. 

[Iftlie land were sold upon a writ of Levari Farias, commence 
as follows : — ] 

William H. Thomas, Esquire, High Sheriff of, etc. : Whereas, by 
a writ oHei'arif arias, issued out of the County Court of Common 
Pleas of the County of Tioga, bearing date at AVellsboro', in said 
County, on the fifth day of April last past, to the s;ud sheritf 
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directed, he was commanded, that, without any other writ, of the 
lands and tenements of Jerome Morse, of Wellsboro' aforesaid, in 
his bailiwiclc, yeoman, to wit, of a certain messuage, etc, [as m the 
ivrit], and that he should have those moneys before the Judges at 
■Wellsboro' aforesaid, at the County Court of Common Pleas, ther 
to be held for the said County of Tioga, the sixth day of June then 
next ensuing, to render to the said Henry Willis for his debt and 
damages aforesaid ; and whereas the said Sheriff having given due 
and legal notice of the time, etc. Iconcluding as m the foregoing]. 







Deed of Belease. 

To ALL People to whom these Presents shall come : Richard 
"Wharton, Hallam Bent, Tracy Trask, and Nancy, his wife, of Brooks- 
ville. County of Hernando, and State of Florida, send greeting : 
Whereas [here insert recitals of the grantor's title to the estate.] 
Now know ye, that the said Eichard Wharton, Hallam Bent, and 
Tracy Trask, and Nancy, his wife, for and in consideration of the 
sura of six thousand dollars, to them iu hand paid by Mordauiit 
Cook, of the said Brooksville, at and before the ensealing and de- 
livery hereof, the receipt whereof they do hereby acknowledge, and 
thereof acquit and forever discharge the said Mordaunt Cook, his 
heirs, executors, and administrators, by these presents have, and 
each and every of them hath, remised, released, and forever quit- 
claimed, and by these presents do, and each andevery of them doth, 
remise, release, and forever quit-claim, unto the said Cook, and to 
his heirs and assigns, all the estate and estates, shares, purparts, 
and dividends, right, title, interest, property, claim, and demand 
whatsoever, of them, the said Eichard Wharton, Hallam Bent, and 
Tracy Trask, and Nancy his wife, in law or equity, or otherwise 
howsoever, of, in, to, or out of, all that messuage, or tenement, plan- 
tation, and tract of land, situate, lying, and being in said Brooks- 
ville, in the actual possession and seizin of the said Mordaunt Cook, 
now being, bounded, limited, and described as follows, viz. : [describ- 
ing the premises]. Together with all and singular other the build- 
ings, improvements, rights, members, and appurtenances whatsoever, 
thereunto belonging, or in any wise appertaining, and the rever- 
sions and remainders, rents, issues, and profits thereof. To have 
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and to hold all and singular the premises hereby remised and re- 
leased, or mentioned, or intended so to be, with the appurtenances, 
unto the said Mordaunt Cook, his heirs and assigns, to his and their 
only proper use and behoof forever ; so that neither the said Eichard 
Wharton, Hallam Bent, Tracy Trask, and Nancy his wife, nor their 
heirs, nor any other person or persons whatsoever, lawfully claim- 
ing, or to claim, by, from, or under them, or any of them, shall or 
may, at any time or times hereafter, have, claim, challenge, or de- 
mand any estate, right, title, or interest, of, in, to, or out of, the 
said messuage, etc., hereditaments and premises, hereby reraised and 
released, or mentioned, or intended so to be, with the appurtenances, 
or any part or parcel thereof; but shall and will thereof and there- 
upon by these presents be utterly excluded and forever debarred, 
la witness whereof, etc. 



Release of Dower by a ■Widow. 

To ALL TO WHOM THESE Peesents SHALL COME, Anna R. Hastingf 
of Eome, County of Floyd, and State of Georgia, relict and widow 
of Ilenry C. Hastings, late of said Rome, deceased, sends greeting : 
Know ye, that the said Anna R. Hastings, for and in consideration 
of five hundred dollars, to her in hand paid, at or before the enseal- 
ing and delivery of these presents, by Robert Mansur, of said Rome, 
llie receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hatli granted, remised, 
released, and forever quit-claimed, and by these presents doth grant, 
remise, release, and forever quit-claim, unto the said Robert Man- 
sur, his heirs and assigns forever, all the dower and thirds, or right 
and title thereto, and all other right, title, interest, property, claim, 
and demand whatsoever, in law, equity, or otherwise, of her, the said 
Anna R., of, in, and to, a certain tract or parcel of land, situate 
a)id being iu said Rome, bounded and described as follows : [describ- 
■iiill (he premises I . So that neither she, the said Anna R., her heirs, 
executors, administrators, or assigns, nor any other person or per- 
sons for her, them, or any of them, shall, or may, have, claim, 
cballengo, or demand, or pretend to have, claim, challenge, or de- 
mand, any dower or thirds, or right thereto, or any other right, 
title, claim, or demand, of, in, or to the same, or any part or parcel 
thereof, iu whosesoever hands, seizin, or possession, the same may 
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or can be ; but thereof and therefrom shall be utterly debarred and 
forever excluded by these presents. In witness whereof, etc. 
Signed, etc. 

\If the above release is to he a general one, instead of describing 
the particular premises as above, proceed as follows : — " of her, the 
said Anna R., of, in, or to, all and every the messuages, lauds, tene- 
ments and real estate, whereof the said Henry 0. Hastings died 
seized or possessed, or whereof he was seized or possessed at the 
time of his intermarriage with the said Anna R., or at any time 
since, wheresoever the same may lie and be situate ; so that neither 
she, the said," etc., concluding as before.l 



Deed of a Bight ofWay. 

This ItfDENTUEE, made this fourteenth day of May, in the year 

of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , between 

Stephen Moody, of Cairo, County of Alexander, and State of 
Illinois, of the one part, and Sylvester Burns, of Cairo aforesaid, 
of the other part : witnesseth, that the said Stephen Moody, for 
and in consideration of the sum of one hundred dollars, lawful 
money of the United States, unto him well and truly paid by the 
said Sylvester Burns, at and before the ensealing and delivery 
hereof, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hath granted, 
bargained, and sold, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, and 
sell, unto the said Burns, his heirs and assigns, the free and unin- 
terrupted use, liberty, and privilege of, and passage in and along 
a, certain alley or passage, of ten feet in breadth by one hundred 
feet in depth, extending out and from [describing the direction 
of the wdy]^ Together with free ingress, egress, and regress 
to and for the said Burns, his heirs and assigns, and his and 
their tenants, under-tenants [if for a carriage-iuay, here add, 
"with carts, vehicles, carriages, horses, or cattle, as by him. or them 
shall be necessary and convenient:"] at all times and seasons 
forever thereafter, into, along, upon, and out of the said alley or 
passage-way, in common with him, the said Moody, his heirs and 
assigns, and his and their tenants, or under-tenants, To have and to 
hold all and singular the privileges aforesaid to him the said Sylves- 
ter Burns, his heirs and assigns, to the and their only proper use and 
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behoof, in common with him, the said Stephen Moody, his heirs and as- 
signs, as aforesaid. [Here add, if desired, " Subject, nevertheless, to 
the moiety or equal half part of all necessary charges and expenses, 
which shall from time to time accrue in paving, amending, repair- 
ing and cleansing the said alley or passage-way."] In witness 
whereof, etc. 
Signed, etc. 



Deed of Trust, for the Benefit of a Married 'Woman. 

This Indenture, made the second day of January, in the year 

of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , between 

George Channing, of Logansport, County of Cass, and State 
of Indiana, of the one part, and Nimrod Boyer, of said Logans- 
port, of the other part: witnesseth, that the said George Chan- 
ning, for and in consideration of the sum of one hundred dollars, 
to him in hand paid by the said Nimrod Boyer, for the uses and 
upon the trusts hereinafter mentioned, at and before the ensealing 
and delivery hereof, the receipt whereof he does hereby acknowledge, 
has granted, bargained, sold, aliened, enfeoffed, released, and con- 
firmed, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, sell, alien, enfeoff, 
release and confirm, unto the said Nimrod Boyer, his heirs and 
assigns forever, all that certain piece or parcel of land, situate, etc., 
[describe thepremises] : together with all and singular the buildings 
and improvements to the same belonging, or in any wise apper- 
taining, and the reversions and remainders, rents, issues, and profits 
thereof. To have and to hold the said piece or parcel of land, with 
the appurtenances, hei'eby granted, or intended so to be, unto tho 
said Nimrod Boyer, his heirs and assigns forever : In trust, never- 
theless, and for the uses following, and none other, that is to say, 
for the sole and separate use of Lucy Boyer, the wife of Nimrod 
Boyer, of Logansport, County and State aforesaid, for and during 
her natural life, and so as she alone, or such person as she shall 
appoint, shall take and receive the rents, issues, and profits thereof, 
and so as her said husband shall not in any wise intermeddle there- 
with ; and, from and after the decease of the said Lucy Boyer, in 
trust for the use of the heirs of the body of the said Lucy Boyer, by 
the said Nimrod Boyer begotten, or to be begotten, forever ; with 
power to the said Nimrod Boyer, to sell and convey, in fee simple, 
the whole, or any part, of the aforesaid premises and appurtenance'", 
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to any pevson or persons, and for such sum or sums of money, as the 
said Lucy Boyer, by writing under her hand and seal, and duly ac- 
knowledged at any time during her natural life, may appoint and 
direct ; and the said George Channing, for himself, his heirs, execu- 
tors, and administrators, doth covenant and agree, to and with the 
said Nimrod Boyer, his heirs and assigns, by these presents, that he, 
the said George Channing, and his heirs, the said above-mentioned 
and described piece or parcel of land, with the appurtenances, unto 
the said Nimrod Boyer, his heirs and assigns, against him, the said 
George Channing, and his heirs, and against all and every other 
person and persons whomsoever, lawfully claiming or to claim the 
same, or any part thereof \if a special warranty ia desired, add here, 
" by, from, or under him, them, or any of them,"] shall and will war- 
rant and forever defend by these presents. In witness whereof, etc. 
Signed, etc. 



Deed of Gift. 
This Indenture, made the fifteenth day of August, in the year 

of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , between Nicholas 

Clay, of Burlington, County of Des Moines, and State of Iowa, of 
the one part, and Henry Clay, son of the said Nicholas Clay, of the 
other part ; Witnesseth, that the said Nicholas, as well for, and in 
consideration of the natural love and affection which he, the said 
Nicholas, hath and beareth unto and toward the said Henry, as 
also for the better maintenance, support, and livelihood of him, the 
said Nicholas, has given, granted, aliened, enfeoffed, and confirmed, 
and by these presents, doth give, grant, alien, enfeoff, and confirm, 
unto the said Henry, his heirs and assigns, all that messuage or tract 
and parcel of land situate in [describing the property by boundaries], 
together with all and singular the hereditaments and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging or in anywise appertaining ; and the reversion 
and reversions, remainder and remainders, rents, issues, and profits 
thereof, and all the estate, right, title, interest, property, claim, and 
demand whatsoever, of him, the said Nicholas, of, in, and to, the 
said messuage, tenements, and premises, and every part and parcel 
thereof, with their, and every of their appurtenances. 

To have and to hold the said messuage, tenements, hereditaments, 
and all and singular the premises hereby granted and confirmed, or 
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mentioned, or intended so to be, with their, and every of their appur- 
tenancBS, unto the said Henry, his heirs and assigns, to his and their 
sole use and behoof forever. And the said Nicholas, for himself, his 
heirs, executors and administrators, doth covenant aad agree to and 
with the said Henry, his heirs and assigns, by these presents, that 
he, the said Henry, liis heirs and assigns, shall and may lawfully, 
from time to time, and at all times hereafter, peaceably and Cjuietly 
have, hold, use, occupy, possess, and enjoy the said messuage and 
premises hereby granted and confirmed, or mentioned, or intended 
so to be, with the appurtenances to each and all belonging, free, 
clear, and fully discharged, or well and sufficiently kept harmless 
and undiminished from and against all former and other gifts, grants, 
bargains, sales, jointures, dowers and estates, and of, from, and 
against all former and other titles, troubles, charges and incum- 
brances whatsoever, had done, or made, or supposed so to be, by him, 
the said Nicholas, his heirs or assigns, or any other person or 
persons lawfully claiming, or to claim, by, from, or under him, them, 
or any of them. In witness whereof, etc. 
Signed etc. 



Ground Hent Deed. 
This Ixde.vtl-re, made the eighth day of March, in the year uf 

our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , between Ezra 

Thompson, of the City and County of Philadelphia, State of Penn- 
sylvania, and Kstlier his wife, of the one part, and Silas Lawson, of 
the same place, of the other part : AVitnesseth, that the said Ezia 
Thompson, and Esther his wife, as well for and in consideration of 
the sum of one dollar, lawful money, unto them, at or before the 
sealing', and delivery hereof, by the said Silas Lawson well and truly 
paid, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, as of the payment 
of the yearly rent and taxes, and performance of the covenants and 
agreements hereinafter mentioned, which, on the part of the said 
Lawson, his heirs and assigns, is and are to be paid and performed, 
have granted, bargained, sold, aliened, enfeoffed, released, and con- 
firmed, and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell, alien, enfeoff, 
release, and confirm, unto the said Lawson, his heirs and assigns, all 
that certain lot or piece of ground, situate and being [describing 
the 'iircmiaes], together with all and singular the improvements, ways. 
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Streets, water-courses, rights, privileges, hereditaments, and appur- 
tenances whatsoever, unto the same belonging, or in anywise apper- 
taining, and the reversion and reversions thereof: To have and to 
hold the above-described lot or piece of ground, with the appurte- 
nances, unto the said Lawson, his heirs and assigns, to his and their 
so"e use and behoof forever. Yielding and paying therefore and 
thereunto, unto the said Ezra Thompson, his heirs and assigns, the 
yearly rent or sum of one hundred dollars, lawful money of the 
United States, in half-yearly payments, on the first day of the 
months of July and January, in each and every year hereafter, 
forever, without any reduction or abatement whatever for, or by 
reason of, any charges, taxes, or assessments whatsoever, to be 
assessed on the said lot hereby granted, or on the said yearly rent 
hereby, therefrom and thereout reserved and made payable ; the first 
half-yearly payment to be made on the first day of July, in the year 

of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ; and upon default 

of paying the said yearly rent on the days and times and in the 
manner aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful for the said Thompson, 
his heirs and assigns, to enter into and upon the said hereby granted 
premises, or any part or parcel thereof, and into the buildings 
thereon to be erected, and to distrain for such yearly rent so then in 
arrear and unpaid, and to proceed with and sell such distrained 
goods and effects according to the usual course of distresses for 
rent-charges. But, if sufficient distress for the purposes aforenamed 
and the payment of the charges attendant upon such levy cannot 
be found upon the said premises, it shall and may be lawful for the 
said Thompson, his heirs and assigns, wholly to re-enter upon the 
said lot and all its improvements, and the same to have again, repos- 
sess, and enjoy as fully and completely as though this indenture had 
never been executed. And the said Lawson, for himself, his heirs, 
executors, administrators, and assigns, doth covenant, promise, and 
agree to and with the said Thompson, his heirs and assigns, by these 
presents, that he, the said Lawson, the said yearly rent or sum of one 
hundred dollars, lawful money as aforesaid, shall and will, well and 
truly pay or cause to be paid, on the days and times hereinbefore 
mentioned and appointed for such payment, without any deduction 
or abatement for or by reason of, any charges, taxes, or assessments 
whatsoever ; it being the express agreement of the parties hereto, that 
the said Lawson, his heirs and assigns, shall pay all taxes whatso- 
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ever that shall hereafter be laid or assessed, by virtue of any law 
whatsoever, upon the herein granted lot or the buildings thereon to 
be there erected, or the said yearly rent charged thereon, or upon 
either or all of them ; also that he, the said Lawson, his heirs or 
assigns, shall and will, within one year from the date hereof, erect 
and build on the said hereby granted lot, a good and substantial 
brick or stone building, of sufficient value to secure the said yearly 
Tsut hereby reserved. Provided always, nevertheless, that if the 
said Lawsou, his heirs or assigns, shall and do, at any time hereafter, 
pay, or cause to be paid, unto the said Thompson, his heirs or 
assigns, the sum of fifteen hundred dollars, lawful money as afore- 
said, and all arrearages of the said yearly rent to the time of such 
payment, then the same shall forever thereafter cease and be extin- 
guished, and the covenant for payment thereof shall become void: 
and then he, the said Thompson, his heirs or assigns, shall and will, 
at the proper costs and charges in law of the said grantor, his heirs 
and assigns, seal and execute a sufficient release and discharge of 
the said hereby reserved yearly rent, to the said Lawson, his heirs 
and assigns forever, anything hereinbefore to the contrary contained 
notwithstanding. And the said Thompson, for himself, his heirs, 
executors, and administrators, doth covenant, promise, and agree, 
to and with the said Lawson, his heirs and assigns, by these presents, 
that he, the said Lawson, his heirs and assigns, paying the said 
yearly rent, or extinguishing the same, together with the taxes, and 
performing the covenants and agreements aforesaid, shall and may 
at all times hereafter forever, freely, peaceably, and quietly have, 
hold, and enjoy, all and singular the premises hereby granted, with 
the appurtenances, and take and receive the rents and profits thereof, 
without any molestation, interruption, or eviction of the said Lawson, 
his heirs, or any other person or persons whomsoever, lawfully claim- 
ing, or to claim, by, from, or under, him, them, or any of them. In 
witness whereof, the said parties have hereunto interchangeably 
set their hands and seals, the day and year first above written. 
Signed, etc. Ezra Thompson, [seal.] 

Esther Thompson, [seal.] 
Silas Lawson, [seal.] 
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Kelease of Qround-Kent by Endorsement. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that Ezra Thompson, and 
Esther his wife, the within-named grantors, for and in consideration 
of the sum of fifteen hundred dollars, lawful money of the United 
States, unto us in hand paid by Seth Lawson, son of the within- 
named grantor, at or before the sealing and delivery hereof, the 
receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, have extinguished, remised, 
released, and forever quit-claimed, and by these presents do extin- 
guish, remise, release, and forever quit-claim, unto the said Seth 
Lawson, his heirs and assigns, all that the within-mentioned and 
reserved yearly ground-rent or sum of one hundred dollars, lawful 
money of the United States, issuing and payable out of all that the 
within-mentioned lot or piece of ground [describing the p7'em'iseE], 
bounded and being as the same is in and by the within indenture 
more fully and particularly described ; so that neither we, the said 
Ezra Thompson and Esther his wife, nor our heirs, nor any other 
person or persons whosoever, lawfully claiming, or to claim, by, 
from, or under us, them, or any of them, shall, at any time hereafter, 
have, claim, or demand, any estate, right, rent, or rent-charge of, in, 
■to, or out of, the above-described lot of ground, or any part thereof; 
but of and from all such claims and demands shall be utterly de- 
barred, and forever excluded by virtue of these presents. In wit- 
ness whereof, etc. 

Signed etc. 

Attestations. — An attestation is a brief certificate annexed to 
.,an instrument, by signing which the witness vouches for the execu- 
tion. The ordinary form of attestation (as has been given hereto- 
fore) is, "signed, sealed and delivered, in the presence of us." 
Where there are interlineations, the following should be used : 
"Signed, sealed, and delivered, the words 'and his heirs and 
assigns,' (or whatever the interlined words may he) having been 
previously interlined in the eleventh and fifteenth lines (or, where- 
ever they may occur,) in the presence of us." "Where there are 
erasures and interlineations, the following: "Signed, sealed, and 
delivered, the words [inserting them enclosed in quotation marlcs) 
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having been previously stricken out of the sixteenth line, (or, where- 
ever the erasure may be), and the words {^inserting as bcfnre) inter- 
lined in the same (or, the aiqirojpriate line). When an instrument 
has been executed by a blind person, the following : "The above- 
written instrument was signed, sealed, and delivered by the above- 
named [as the case is), and he being blind, the same was carefully 
and deliberately read over to him in presence of us." 



AoKKOWLBDGMENTS. — The declaration of the grantor, before a. 
competent officer, that he executed the deed, as also the certificate 
of the officer upon the instrument, that such declaration was made 
before him, is called an acknowledgment. The common form of 
acknowledgment of a deed by husband and wife, has already been 
given, in connection with the first form of deed. 



Acknowledgment by Power of Attorney. 
GALLATI^f County, ss : 

Before me, the subscriber, one of the Justices of the Peace, within 
and for said county, personally came the above-named Thomas 
Smith, and in his own name, and in the name of his constituent, the 
above-named Eichard Eay, {according to the power of attorney), in 
due form of law aolsnowledged the above-written indenture to be his 
own act and deed, and the act and deed of his constituent, the said 
Bichard Ray, by him, the said Thomas Smith done and executed, 
by virtue of a power of attorney to him for that purpose granted, 
[to the end that the same might as such bo recorded.] 

In testimony whereof, etc. 



Acknowledgment by a Corporation. 
City of Savannah, ss ; 

Be it remembered, that on thefirst dayof July, a. d. 18 — •, before me, 
Ewing Chauncey, Esq., Mayor of said City, (or any proper officer,) 
personally appeared Edwin Hamlin, Esq., President of the above- 
named Corporation, and being duly sworn, (or affirmed), deposeth 
and saith, that he waj personally present at the execution of the 
above, (or witliin) written indenture, and saw the common seal of 
the said Corporation of " The President. Directors and Company 
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of the Bank of Georgia," duly affixed thereto, and, that the seal so 
affixed thereto is the common and corporate seal of the said corpo- 
ration, and, that the above (or within) written deed was duly signed, 
sealed and delivered, by, as, and for the seal and deed of the said 
Corporation, for the uses and purposes therein mentioned ; and that 
the name of this deponent, subscribed to the said deed as President 
of the said Corporation, in attestation of the due execution and de- 
livery of the said deed, is of this deponent's own proper hand-writing, 
and his own signature by him personally made. 

Edwin Hamlin. 
Sworn, (or affirmed,) and subscribed, the day and year aforesaid, 
before me, as witness my hand and seal, 

Edwin Chauncky, [seal.] 
Mayor. 

Acknowledgment by Special Partners. 

Winnebago Coitnty, ss: 

Before me, one of the Justices of the Peace within and for the 
said county, personally appeared the above-named Henry Hill, 
Amos Adams, and Chauncey Goodrich, who severally in due form 
of law, acknowledged the foregoing certificate as, and for their act 
and deed, and the act and deed of each of them ; [to the end, etc., 
as above.^ 

Witness my hand and seal, etc. 



Acknowledgment by a 'Wife, when a Separate Examination is 
required. 
Jefferson County, ss : 

Before me, the subscriber, one of, etc., {as before) personally came 
Abby E. Cobb, wife of Darius E. Cobb, described in the foregoing 
(or within) deed, who, in due form of law, acknowledged the above 
indenture to be her act and deed, [and desired that the same might 
be recorded as such.] The said Abby E., being of full age, and by 
me examined separate and apart from her said husband, and the 
contents of the foregoing indenture being first fully made known to 
her, declared that she did voluntarily and of her own free will and 
accord, seal, and as her act and deed deliver the same, without any 
coercion or compulsion of her said husband. 

In testimony whereof, etc. 
10 
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Acknowledgment of a Deed, Executed by an Infant, and 
Conflrmed at Majority 

Darikn County, ss : 
Before me, the subscriber, etc., personally came the above-named 
Koger Sargent, who executed the foregoing indenture, and there- 
Tipon duly acknowledged that the said indenture was formerly exe- 
cuted by him when he was an infant, under the age of twenty-one 
years ; and that he has since arrived at the full age of twenty-one 
years, and is desirous of confirming his former execution thereof; 
and that he now acknowledges that he executed the same as and 
for his act and deed, [and desires that the same may be recorded as 
such according to law.] In testimony whereof, etc. 

Acknowledgment by Grantor, known to the Officer. 
Sumter County, ss ; 
On this ninth day of September, a. d. 18 — , Ralph Hugh came 
before me, and personally acknowledged that he had executed the 
foregoing (or within) indenture ; and I certify that I know the said 
Ealph Hugh, who made the said acknowledgment, to be the indi- 
vidual described in, and who executed, the said indenture. In wit- 
ness whereof, etc. 



By Grantor Identified by a "Wituess. 
Onondaga County, ss : 
On the first day of, etc., Thomas Timmins came before mo, and 
acknowledged that he had executed the within, (or foregoing,) con- 
veyance ; and at the same time came William Wilson, residing in 
the town of Cicero, in said county, who, being duly sworn (or 
affirmed) by me, deposed and said, that he knew the person maldng 
the said acknowledgment to be the individual described in, and wno 
executed the said conveyance ; which to rae is satisfactory evidence 
thereof. In witness whereof, etc. 





The various States of tlie 
Union have deemed it ex- 
pedient to provide for the 
exemption of certain pro- 
perty, both real and personal, 
from all liability to seizure 
and sale upon execution for 
debts. Though these pro- 
visions are widely diffsi'ent 
PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL, ST. LOUIS, MissouKi. in tlio different btates, it 
will be found, upon inspection of them, that the Legislatures have 
been actuated by a disp sition to protect the family of an unfortu- 
nate debtor from exposure to the biting calamities of abject poverty. 
Such exemption may, however, be waived, where no express sta- 
tutory enactment forbids it. 

The general provisions of the various "Exemption Laws" in each 
State are as follows, viz. : — 

Alabama.— Eeal estate, not exceeding/oriy acres in quantity, or 
four hundred dollars in value, if reserved for the use of the family, 
and not situated within the limits of any corporate town or city. 

Arkansas.— For all debts contracted since December 8th, 1852, 
one hundred and sixty acres, or one city or town lot, without 
reference to the value, with all improvements. 

(14t) 
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California. — For debts contracted since June 1, 1851, or con- 
tracted at any time outside of the State, the homestead, consisting 
of a quantity of land, together with the dwelling-house thereon and 
its appurtenances, and not exceeding five tliousand dollars in value ; 
the same to be selected by the owner. Such exemption does not 
extend to mechanics' or debtors' liens, or to any mortgage lawfully 
obtained. 

Connecticut. — No real estate is exempted ; only certain specified 
personal property. 

Delaware. — No real estate exemption ; only certain household 
goods of free white citizens, also the library, tools, or implements 
of the debtor necessary for exercising his profession or trade, pro- 
vided that all the articles exempted shall not exceed the value of 
one hundred dollars. 

District op Columbia. — No homestead exemption. 

Florida. — Such portion of the property of every actual house- 
holder with a family, as may be necessary for the support of himself 
and family, not exceeding one hundred dollars in value. For every 
farmer, /or<?/ acres of land, of which he cultivates ten, provided the 
property does not exceed two hundred dollars in value. Every 
owner of, and actual resident in, any dwelling-house in a city, town, 
or village, may hold the same exempt, provided that it does not 
exceed three hundred dollars in value. 

GEOEGiA.^For every white citizen, the head of a family, fifty 
acres of land, which, including dwelling-house and improvements, 
must not exceed two hundred dollars in value; silso, five additional 
acres for every child under fifteen years of age. If a city or town 
lot, not to exceed two hundred dollars in value. 

Illinois. — The lot of ground, and the buildings thereon occupied 
as a residence, of every householder with a family, to the value of 
one thousand dollars; such exemption to continue after the death 
of such householder, for the benefit of the widow and family, some 
one or more of them continuing to occupy such homestead, until the 
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youngest child becomes twenty-one years of age, and until the death 
of such widow. No release or waiver of such exemption to be valid, 
unless in writing, subscribed by such householder, and acknowledged 
in the same manner as deeds. 

Indiana. — Eeal or personal property, to the amount of three 
hundred dollars, except for laborers' and mechanics' liens. A widow 
is also entitled to personal property to the same amount. No waiver 
of such exemption can be made in a binding form. 

Iowa. — In the case of residents of the State, or of persons coming 
therein with the intention of remaining, the articles necessary for 
the support of the family, including provision and fuel for six months' 
use ; also, the earnings of the debtor for his personal services, or 
those of his family, for ninety days ; and, as a homestead, any quan- 
tity of land, not exoeeding/orf^/ acres, used for agricultural purposes, 
together with the dwelling-house thereon and its appurtenances; or, 
instead thereof, a lot, not exceeding one-half of an acre, being within 
a recorded town-lot, city, or village, with the dwelling-house thereon 
and appurtenances, owned and occupied by a resident of the State, 
provided that such lot, dwelling-house and appurtenances shall not 
exceed five hundred dollars in value. Such exemption does not 
extend to any laborer's or mechanic's lien, or any mortgage lawfully 
obtained, which expressly stipulates that the homestead is liable ; 
but such mortgage or conveyance of the homestead is void, unless 
signed by both husband and wife. The debtor must select his own 
homestead, and have it marked out, plotted and recorded in the 
homestead-book, or the officer having the execution must have it 
done, and add the expenses to the writ. 

Kentucky. — No homestead exemption; only household and 
kitchen furniture not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

Louisiana. — No homestead exemption; widows and minor chil- 
dren, if left in needy circumstances, are allowed one thousand dollars 
out of the estate of the deceased. 

Maine.— The real estate of any householder in actual possession 
thereof, to the value of five hundred dollars, provided he file in the 
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registry of deeds of the county wherein the property lies, a certificatg 
for that purpose ; a few articles of household furniture, tools, pro- 
visions, etc., are also exempted. 

Maryland. — No exemption, although the Constitution directs 
the Legislature to pass laws, exempting from judicial sales property 
not exceeding ;??)e hundred dollars in value. 

Massachusetts. — The homestead of a debtor to the value of 
eight hundred dollars; also, wearing apparel, certain articles of • 
"household furniture, amounting to about one hundred and fifty 
dollars, fifty dollars' worth of provisions, the stock, tools, etc., of a 
mechanic or artisan, amounting to two hundred dollars in value, fifty 
dollars' worth of books, one cow, six sheep, one swine, two tons of 
hay, and ten dollars' worth of fuel. 

Michigan. — The homestead of a householder not exceeding /or/?/ 
acres, and the dwelling-house thereon with its appurtenances, to be 
selected by the owner, and not included in any recorded town-plot, 
city, or village ; or, if so included, then, at the option of the owner, one 
lot, with the dwelling-house and appurtenances, not exceedingyj/feere 
hundred dollars in value. Such homestead is exempt during the 
minority of the owner's children, and the occupancy of his widow. 
This exemption extends to those owning and occupying houses on 
lands not their own, if such be claimed as homesteads. If personal 
property, the following exemptions : — household goods, furniture, 
etc., not exceeding two hundred and fi^ty dollars; tools, stock, etc., 
necessary to the conduct of trade or business, to the same amount ; 
library, not exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars in value, and 
other articles of minor value. This exemption of personal property 
can not be waived by the debtor. 

MiNfJESOTA. — Eighty acres of land, with a dwelling-house thereon, 
in any incorporated town-plot, city, or village ; such exemption not 
to extend to mortgages already upon tho premises at the time of the 
passage of the Act, (1858,) no mortgage being valid without the 
signature of the wife. 

Of personal property: wearing apparel, beds, bedding, household 
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stores, cooking utensils, and other household furniture, not exceed- 
ing five hundred dollars in value ; provisions for one year's support 
of the debtor and family, whether provided or growing; fuel for one 
year ; mechanics' tools and implements, with four hundred dollars' 
worth of stock ; the library and implements of professional men ; 
three cows, ten swine, one yoke of oxen, and one horse ; or, instead 
of one yoke of oxen and a horse, a, span of horses, or mules ; twenty 
sheep, with their wool, whether in the raw state or manufactured ; 
the necessary food for the stock ; one wagon, cart, or dray ; one 
sleigh, two plows, one dray, and other farming implements not 
exceeding three hundred dollars in value. The exemption does not 
hold in any case against claims for clerks', laborers', or mechanics' 
wages. 

Mississippi. — One hundred and sixty acres of land of the head 
of a family, with the dwelling and implements thereon ; or, if in a 
town or city, the residence, not exceeding yi/Xeeji hundred dollars in 
value. Of personal property : the furniture, etc., of a head of a family, 
to the value of five hundred dollars ; and the agricultural implements 
of a farmer, the tools of a mechanic, the library of an attorney, 
physician, or minister, to the value of two hundred and fifty dollars 

Missouri. — The real or personal property, selected by the head 
of a family, not exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars in value ; 
the usual articles of domestic use, the usual bedding, and other 
necessary household and kitchen furniture, not exceeding twenty- 
five dollars in value ; all books necessary to the profession of a lawyer, 
minister, or physician, may be selected, in place of other property, 
if desired ; or a physician may select works and medicines instead. 

New HAiTPSHiEB. — A homestead, to the value oi five hundred 
dollars, which descends to the widow or minor children ; of which 
exemption there can be no waiver, except by deed. 

New Jersey.— -The lot, and buildings thereon occupied as a resi- 
dence by the owner, if a householder and head of a family, to the 
value of one thousand dollars (under certain stringent statutory 
provisions) ; such exemption to continue, after the death of such 
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housLholJer, for tliu benefit of the widow and family, one or more 
of thorn continuing to occupy such homestead, until the youngest 
child shall become twenty-one years of age, and until the death of 
the widow ; and no release or waiver of such exemption shall bo 
valid. If the homestead exceed one thousand dollars in value, it may 
be sold or divided. Personal property to the amount of two huo- 
drcd dollars, belonging to a resident head of a family, is also 
exempt; the same to be appraised under oath by three persons 
appointed by the sheriff. 

New Yokk. — The same homestead exemption as in New Jersey, 
with the same provisions as to its continuance after the death of 
the householder ; but the deed of the property must show that it ia 
intended to be held as such homestead, or a notice of such intent 
must be executed and acknowledged by the householder and recorded 
in the " Homestead Exemption Book" of the proper county. No 
property, however, is exempt from sale for non-payment of taxes or 
assessments, or for a debt contracted in its purchase, or before the 
recording of the aforesaid deed or notice. No release or waiver of 
such exemption is valid, unless the same be in writing, subscribed 
by such householder, and acknowledged in the same manner as ia 
required in case of deeds. Of personal property, in addition to the 
usual exempted articles of household use, and the tools of a me- 
chanic not exceeding twenty-five dollars, other furniture, tools, or a 
team are exempted, to the value of one hundred and fifty dollars. 

NoKTH Oakolina. — No homestead exemption. Of personal pro- 
perty, the following, in addition to the wearing apparel, etc. ordi- 
narily exempted, provided the same have been set apart before 
seizure : one cow and calf, ten bnshela of corn or wheat, fifty pounds 
of bacon, beef, or pork, or one barrel of fish ; all necessary farming 
tools for one laborer, one bed, bedstead, and covering for everj' two 
members of the family, or such other property, not exceeding fifty 
dollars at cash valuation, as the freeholder appointed for that purpose 
ma}- deem necessary for the comfort and support of the family. 

Onto. — The family homestead of the head of a family, not exceed- 
ing/iue handrcd dvilars in value, so long as the debtor, the widow, 
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or an unmarried minor cliild resides thereon, althongli the title to 
the land may be in another. If there be no family homestead, addi- 
tional persona] property, to the amount of three hundred dollars, to 
be selected by appraisers, is allowed to the head of a family. The 
earnings of a debtor for his personal services during three months 
immediately preceding the levy of an execution, are exempt from 
being taken in execution, if necessary for the use of a family sup- 
ported wholly, or in part, by his labor. 

Pennsylvania. — Real or personal property, to the value of three 
hundred dollars, if claimed by the debtor, exclusive of all wearing 
apparel, Bibles and school-books in use in the family. Such exemp- 
tion may be waived in the body of a note, or in a confession of judg- 
ment. 

Rhode Island. — No homestead exemption. Of personal pro- 
perty ; the household furniture and family stores of a housekeeper, 
not exceeding two hundred dollars in value, together with the neces- 
sary wearing apparel, one cow, one hog, and working tools, not ex- 
ceeding fifty dollars in value. 

South Carolina. — To every iamWy ffty acres of land, with the 
dwelling-house thereon, not exceeding five hundred dollars in value, 
and situate without the limits of a town, corporation, or city. Of 
personal property, all free household articles, also one horse, and 
provisions to the value of twenty-five dollars. 

Tennessee. — The homestead of every head of a family, to the 
value of j^j;e hundred dollars, provided a declaration and due notice 
of such intention be signed, sealed, and delivered by such head, and 
duly registered in the ofBoe of the Register of the County, and the 
claimant permanently resides in such homestead. The benefit of 
such exemption extends to the widow, and the children during their 
minority. The customary articles of household furniture, farming' 
utensils, mechanics' tools, and the like, are also exempted. 

Texas.— The homestead of a family, not exceeding two hundred 
acres, or any town or city lot, or lots, not exceeding in value two 
{liousand dollars. The widow is entitled to the same exemption. 
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Household and kitchen furniture, not exceeding two hundred dollars 
in value, together with all implements of husbandry, and the like, 
are also exempted. An unmarried man is entitled to the same, ex- 
cepting the two hundred acres of land. He may retain a town-lot 
and improvements, to the value of five hundred dollars. 

Vekjiokx. — A homestead to the amount of five hundred dollars. 

ViKGiNiA. — No homestead exemption. A husband or parent may 
retain a few household articles of furniture and provisions, and a 
mechanic, the tools and utensils of his trade, not exceeding twenty- 
five dollars in value. Family portraits and engravings are also 
exempted ; and slaves cannot be sold without the debtor's consent, 
where there are other goods and chattels of sufficient value. 

"Wisconsin. — A homestead, not exceeding forty acres, used for 
agricultural purposes, and the dwelling-house thereon, with its ap- 
purtenances, to be selected by the owner, and not included in any 
town-plot, city, or village ; or, if the owner desire instead, a lot of 
land, not exceeding one quarter of an acre, with the dwelling-house 
thereon and appurtenances, situate within a recorded town-plot, city, 
or village. A dwelling-house owned by any person, and situate on 
laud not his own, but rightly in his possession by lease or otherwise, 
is also exempted, if the occupant claims such house as his home- 
stead. Owners of homesteads may remove from and sell the same ; 
such removal and sale does not render such homesteads subject to 
forced sale or execution against the owner, except in judgment for 
foreclosure of mortgages. The homestead descends to the widow, 
who may hold it during her widowhood. 

Of personal property, the following: The family Bible, family 
pictures, or school-books, the debtor's library, a seat or pew in church, 
all the wearing apparel of the debtor and his family, all beds, bed- 
steads, and bedding kepc and used by them, all stoves and appen- 
dages, cooking utensils, all other household furniture not above 
specified, to the value of two hundred dollars, two cows, ten swine, 
one yoke of oxen, and one horse, or instead thereof a span of horses, 
ten sheep, with their wool, the food necessary for the support of the 
exempted stock for one year, one wagon, cart, or dray, one sleigh, 



EXEMPTION LAWS. 155 

oue plow, one drag, other farming utensils, including tacele for 
team, to the amount of fifty dollars, the provisions, whether pro- 
vided or growing, necessary for one year's support of the debtor and 
his family, with fuel needed for the same time, the tools and imple- 
ments, or stock in trade, used and kept for the exercise of the busi- 
ness or trade of any mechanic, miner, or other person, not exceeding 
two hundred dollars in value, the library and implements of any pro- 
fessional man to the same amount ; and all moneys arising from 
insurance upon the homestead, together with the earnings of all 
persons for sixty days immediately preceding the issuing of any pro- 
cess from any court in the State. 




MR. TEOMAN'S house, NEAE KINGSTON, N. T 
A RELIO OP THE REVOLUTION. 



A G-UAEDiAN is a, person who has, 
by appointment of law, the care of 
the person or property, or both, of 
an infant. Such infant, in relation 
to his guardian, is called a ward. 
A guardian is appointed either by 
the father, by will or otherwise in 
his lifetime, or by the proper court 
having jurisdiction in matters of probate, or by the infant himsflf. 
In the absence of any statute regulation controlling the matter, an 
infant is competent in law to select his guardian at the age of four- 
teen years. 

The power of a guardian over his ward, and the reciprocal duties 
of the two, are very nearly the same as grow out of the relation of 
parent and child. The guardian, however, unlike the father, is not 
entitled to the service of the ward ; nor is he bound, as is the 
father, to support him out of his own estate. He must provide foi 
the employment and education of his ward according to his cironm ■ 
stances nnd condition in life, and may bind him as an apprentice to 
some useful trade or calling. When mild measures fail, in the c;imj 
of a vicious and disobedient ward, he has authority to use a reasona- 
ble degree of correction. If the guardian supply his ward with a 
reasonable allowance for necessaries, suitable to his condition in 
(156) 
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life, he is not liable for. any additional necessaries furnished to him 
by others ; and if he pay for articles not necessaries supplied to him, 
ho will not be allowed to charge such payments against the ward's 
estate. The marriage of a female ward puts an end to the guardian- 
ship. 

The modes of procedure to be observed as to the appointment of a 
guardian, the security to be given by him, the time -and nature of his 
accounts and the like, are prescribed by the special statutes of the 
various States. 



Petition for Appointment of a Guardian for a Minor under the Age 
of Fourteen Years. 

To THE HoNOEABLB, the Judgcs (or Judge of the Orphans' Court 
or the proper court), for the County of York. 

The petition of Wilson C. Snow, a minor child of Samuel Snow, 
deceased, late of the County of York by his mother, Susan E. Snow, 
(or, any proper person) respectfully represents : — 

That the petitioner is under the age of fourteen years, and bas no 
person legally authorized to take charge of his person and estate; 
he, therefore prays the Court to appoint some suitable person his 
guardian for that purpose. 
And he will ever pray, etc. 

Susan 0, Snow, 
for "Wilson Snow. 



Same, by a Minor over Fourteen Years. 

To the Honobable, etc. [as 6e/ore]. 

The petition of Henry T. Snow i-espectfuUy represents : That the 
petitioner is a minor child above the age of fourteen years, of Samuel 
C. Snow, deceased, late of the County of York, that he has no 
person legally authorized to take care of his person aud estate, aud 
prays the Court that he may be permitted to make choice of a suita- 
ble person for that purpose. 

And he will ever pray, etc. 

Henet T. Snow. 
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Bond by Guardian. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that we, Erastus Brooks 
and Stephen Arnold, both of York, County of York, and State of 
Pennsylvania, are held and firmly bound unto the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania (or, the proper obligee, according to statute), in the 
sum of five thousand dollars, lawful money, to be paid to the said 
Commonwealth, her certain attorney or assigns ; to which payment, 
well and truly to be made, we do bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, 
and administrators, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents : 
sealed with our seals, and dated this second day of July, A. D. 18 — . 
The condition of this obligation is such, that if the above-bounden 
Erastus Brooks, guardian of Henry T. Snow, a minor child of Samuel 
C. Snow, late of said York, deceased, shall at least once in every three 
[or, as the requii-ement is\ years, and at any other time when re- 
quired by the Orphans' Court (or, the proper court) of the County 
of York, render a just and true account of the management of the 
property and estate of the said minor under his care, and shall also 
deliver up the said property agreeably to the order and decree of 
the said court, or the direction of law, and shall in all respects 
faithfully perform the duties of guardian of the said Henry T. Snow, 
then the above obligation shall be void ; otherwise it shall remain in 
full force and virtue. 
Signed, sealed and delivered") Erastus Brooks, [seal.] 

in presence of ) Stephen Arnold, [seal.] 

Amos Abbott, 

John White. 



Petition of Guardian for Leave to Sell Part of "Ward's Real Estate. 

To the Honorable, etc. (as before.) 

The petition of Erastus Brooks, who was, on the second day of 
July, A. D. 18—, appointed by your Honorable Court, Guardian of 
the person and estate of Henry T. Snow, a minor over the age of 
fourteen years, respectfully represeuts : — ■ 

That said minor is seized in fee of [describing the real estate which 
it is desired to sdl] ; that the said minor's personal estate is insufii- 
cient for his maintenance and education ; [or, that it would be for the 
interest of the said minor, that the said real estate should be sold.] 
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Your petitioner herewith exhibits, attached to this, his petition, a 
true and perfect inventory and conscionable appraisement of all the 
personal estate whatever of said minor, together with a full and 
more correct statement and description of all the real estate of the 
said minor, wheresoever Situated, which has come to his knowledge. 
Your petitioner therefore prays your honorable Court to grant him 
an order to make sale of the above-described real estate, with the 
appurtenances ; and he will ever pray, etc. Beastus Beooks. 

[Here add appraisement of thepersonal estate, with a full descrip- 
tion of all the real estate of said minor, wherever situated.^ 



Afldavit to Above. 
County of Yokk, ss ; 
Erastus Brooks, the above-named petitioner, being duly sworn (or 
affirmed), doth depose and say, that the facts set forth in the fore- 
going petition are just and true, and that the inventory and 
appraisement of the personal estate of said minor, and the state- 
ment of the said minor's real estate, which are thereunto annexed, 
are just and true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

Erastus Brooks. 
Sworn (or affirmed) and subscribed this iifth day of September, 
A. D. 18—, before me, Hugh Cordis, 

Justice of the Peace. 



Bond by Guardian on above Application. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that we, Erastus Brooks and 
Joseph Snow, both of York, County of York, and State of Penn- 
sylvania, are held and firmly bound unto the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania (or the proper obligee), in the sum of one thousand 
dollars, lawful money, to be paid to the said Commonwealth ; to 
which payment, well and truly to be made, we do bind ourselves, 
our heirs, executors, and administrators, firmly by these presents : 
sealed with our seals, and dated this fifth day of September, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and ■ — -. 

The condition of this obligation is such, that, if the above-bounden 
Erastus Brooks, guardian of Henry T. Snow, a minor child of 
Samuel C. Snow, late of said York, deceased, shall and do faithfully 
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appropriate the proceeds of such sale according to his respective 
duty, and in such manner as the Orphans' Court (or the proper tri- 
hunal) of the County of York shall legally decree, then the above 
obligation to be void and of uo effect; otherwise to be and remain 
in full force and virtue. 

Signed, sealed and delivered") Erastus Brooks, [seal.] 

in presence of f Joseph Snow, [seal.J 

Harris Cook, 

EoBKSON Chain. 



Guardian's Deed for Lands ofWard. 

This Indenture, made by order of Court, the third day of Novem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , 

between Erastus Brooks, guardian, legally appointed by the Orphans' 
Court \o\: the proper court) of the County of York, of the estate of 
Henry T. Snow, a minor son of Samuel 0. Suow, late of said York, 
duceased, of the one part, and Charles Fosti-r, of said York, of the 
other part : Whereas the said Samuel C. Snow was in his life-time 
lawfully seized in his demesne, as of fee, of and in a certain tract 
of land, situate in said York, and bounded and described as follows : 
{describing the premises), with the appurtenances, and being so 
thereof seized, died intestate ; [if a will wax made, proceed as fol- 
lows, after the word, " seized :" — '■ made his last will and testament 
in writing, bearing date the sixth day of June, a. d. 18 — , whereby, 
among other things, he did give and devise the said tract of laud 
unto his said son, Henry T. Snow, and his heirs, as in and by the 
said ill part recited will, since his decease duly proved and remain- 
ing in the Eegister's Office (or proper office) at said York, reference 
thereto being had, appears :"] and, whereas, at an Orphans' Court (or 
proper court) held at York aforesaid, in and for the said Court 
upon the petition of the said Henry T. Snow, the said Erastus 
Brooks was duly appointnl guardian of the estate of the said Henry 
']'. Snow, during his minority, and it appearing to the said Court, 
that the said Henry T. Snow was not possessed of personal estate 
sufEoient for his maintenance and education (or aasirju.i.nri the rea- 
sons (iffcred in the pe'ili:>ii), the said Court did then and there make 
an order empowering the said Erastus Brooks to make public sale 
of the said tract of land, the estate of the said Henry T. Snow, for 
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the purposes aforesaid, and to make a title thereto to the pur- 
chaser; in pursuance whereof the said Erastus Broolcs, having first 
given bond with sufficient semriij (following the regu-irem.ents of the 
itatutes,) for the faithful discharge of the trust thus committed to 
him, did, on the thirteenth day of Octoter, a. d. 18—, on the pr? 
raises aforesaid, in accordance with the said order, expose the premise 
therein mentioned to sale by public vendue, and sold the same t< 
the said Charles Foster, at and for the sum of twenty-eight hundred 
dollars, he being the best bidder, and that being the highest and 
best price bid for the same, which sale on report thereof made to 
the Judges of the said Court, on the first day of November, a. d. 
18 — , was confirmed by the said Court, as by the records and pro- 
ceedings of the said Court, reference thereto being had, will more 
fully appear : Now, this indenture witnesseth, that the said Erastus 
Brooks, for and in consideration of the sum of twenty-eight hun- 
dred dollars, to him in hand paid by the said Charles Foster, at and 
before the sealing and delivery hereof, the receipt whereof is hereby 
acknowledged, hath granted, bargained, sold, aliened, released, and 
eonfirmed, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, sell, alien, re- 
lease, and confirm (by virtue of the powers a^id authorities to him 
given by the aforesaid order of the Orphans' Court, and in pursu- 
ance of the directions thereof), unto the said Charles Foster, his 
heirs and assigns, all that the above-mentioned and described tract 
of land, with the appurtenances; Together with all and singular the 
rights, liberties, privileges, hereditaments, and appurtenances what- 
soever, thereunto belonging, or in any wise appertaining, and the 
reversions, remainders, rents, issues, and profits thereof; and also all 
the estate, right, title, interest, property, claim, and demand what- 
soever, of the said Samuel 0. Snow, in his life-time, at a-jd immedi- 
ately before the time of his decease, of, in, to, or out of the same. 
To have and to hold the said tract of land, hereditaments and pre- 
mises hereby granted and mentioned, or intended so to bf, with the 
appurtenances, unto the said Charles Foster, his heirs and assigns, 
to his and their sole use and behoof forever. [If a special war- 
ranty is desired, here add, as follows : — " And the said Erastus 
Brooks doth covenant, promise and agree to and with the said 
Charles Foster, his heirs and assigns, by these piesents, that he, the 
said Erastus Brooks, hath not done, committed, or knowingly and 

11 
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willingly suffered to be done or committed, any act, matter, or thing 
whatsoever, whereby the premises aforesaid, or any part thereof, are, 
is, shall, or may be, impeached, charged, or incumbered in titles, 
charge, or estate, or otherwise howsoeyer.] 

In witness whereof the said Erastns Brooks, guardian as afore- 
said, hath hereunto set his hand and seal, the day and year first 
above- written. 
Signed, sealed and delivered") Erastus Bbooks, [seal.] 

in presence of j 

Luther Moore, 

BUDOLPH KiCE. 

York County, ss : 

Before me, the subscriber, one of the Justices of the Peace within 
and for the said County, personally came the above-named Erastus 
Brooks, guardian of the estate of Henry T. Snow, a minor son of 
Samuel C. Snow, late of said York, deceased, who in due form of 
law acknowledged the above indenture to be his act and deed as 
such guardian, [to the end that the same might be recorded as such 
according to law.] 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 
third day of November, a. d. 18 — . Tho.\ias Tkask, [seal.] 

Justice of the Peace. 



Eelease of Guardian by hia Ward. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Henry T. Snow, of 
York, County of York, and State of Pennsylvania, having attained 
the age of twenty-one years, do hereby acknowledge that I have 
this day had and received of and from Erastus Brooks, my guardian, 
duly appointed by the Orphans' Court, (or, the proper Court,) of 
the said County of York, the sum of two thousand three hundred 
and ninety dollars and thirty-three cents, together with the bond 
and mortgage to him, as guardian aforesaid, given by Thomas "West 
and his sureties, agreeably to the order of the said Court, in full 
satisfaction and payment of my share of the estate, real and per- 
gonal, of my late father, Samuel C. Snow, deceased. And I do 
therefore, by these presents, remise, release, quit-claim, and forever 
discharge the said Erastus Brooks, his heirs, executors and adminit- 
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trators, of and from the said guardianship, and of and from all actions, 
suits, payments, accounts, reckonings, claims, and demands whatso- 
ever, for, or by reason thereof, or of any other act, matter, cause, or 
thing whatsoever, from the beginning of the world to the day of the 
date hereof. In witness whereof, etc. 



Guardian's Account. 

Erastus Brooks, Guardian of Henry T. Snow, one of the children 
and heirs of Samuel C. Snow, late of York, deceased, in account 
with the estate of the said Henry T. Snow. 



July 6. 



Aug. 1. 

(I 
Aug. 20. 

Sepf. 1. 
Oct. 1. 
Wot. 3. 



Dr. 

The said guardian 
charges himself as fol- 
lows, viz. : 

Amount received of 
Charles Cabot, execu- 
tor (or administrator) 
of the said Samuel C. 
Snow, being the pro- 
portion of the personal 
estate (or as the ease 
is), due the said Hen- 
ry T. Snow, as one of 
the heirs of the said 
Samuel C. Snow, de- 
ceased 

Cash received on 

Thomas Hart's bond 

and mortgage, . 

Cash received 

Mary White's note, 

Cash received for 
one year's rent of 
house on Main street, 
in York, . . . 

Cash received of di- 
vidend on Consolida- 
tion Bank Stock, . . 
Cash received for 
one year's interest on 
I)avid Walker's note, 
Cash received cff 
Charles Foster, for 
land sold to him by 
order of Orphans' 
Court, 



September 10, IS- 



Dolls. Cts. 



2800 



40 



75 


00 


181 


56 


125 


00 


6i 


44 


40 


00 



July 6. 



Jan. 1, 



Mays. 



July 10, 



Sept. 1. 
" 10. 



Cr. 

The guardian asks 
allowance for the fol- 
lowing sums, paid on 
account of his said 
ward, viz. : 

Paid George Ward, 
clerk's fees, . . . 

Paid Andrew Blood 
attorney's fees, . . 

Paid Mary Smith, 
for six months' board- 
ing of ward, . . . 

Paid Matthew My- 
ers, for one year's tui- 
tion, 

Paid Henry Hard, 
for bchool books, . 

Paid Dr. R. Smith's 
bill for medical at- 
tendance, .... 

Loaned Thomas 
West, on his bond and 
mortgage 

Paid for stating 
this account, . . 

Paid clerk for filing 
the same, .... 

Commission on $4j 
301 40 (at 5 per cent., 

Cash in hand, . 

Amount of assets 
now on hand, as fol- 
lows, viz. : — 

Mortgage of Thos. 
Weiit, . . $1500 00. 

Cash on 
hand, . . 2,390 33 



3,S90 33 
Erastus Brooks. 



215 
2390 



00 



07 



Affidavit must he made to this, for which see forms previously 
given. 
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The keeper of a hotel, or inn, ia 

liable for whatever is deposited 

in his hands ; but, if the person 

depositing reposed his trust in 

another person living in the 

house, the case is otherwise. In 

actions by guests against hotel- 

THE K05B a™ ceowh, a taveej. OF TEE teepcrs, they are competent wit- 

oMEs TIME. nesses to prove the value of the 

goods and chattels so deposited. 

Where a safe, or other secure place of deposit for valuables is pro- 
vided by the inn-keeper, s.nd notice of such a provision is given to 
the guest (of which notice a written or printed placard, placed in 
the room of such guest in a conspicuous place, as upon the inside 
of the door, is sufficient evidence,) the proprietor will not be respon- 
sible for any loss which may ensue of such valuables, unless they 
be entrusted to the proprietor personally. 

In those States which have made the sale of liquor at hotels, 
except under certain restrictions, an indictable offense, a debt in- 
curred for liquor, purchased of a hotel-keeper, not protected by the 
Statute, is null and void. 

Special legislation in many of the States has given the keepers or 
proprietors of inns, hotels, and boarding-houses a lien upon thf 
goods and chattels of their boarders, for board remaining due and 
unpaid to a certain amount. In such cases, the proprietor, after the 
required notice to the boarder, may proceed to sell such goods and 
chattels, repaying to the boarder any excess over his own claim 
against such boarder. 
(164) 
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An Insolvent, or bankrupt, is 
one who is unable to pay his 
just debts. 

The leading provisions in 
the Statutes of various States 
as to the disposition of the 
property of insolvent debtors, 
will be found accurately col- 
lected below. 



Connecticut.. — Assignments of insolvents, must be for all the 
creditors, and of all the estate, both real and personal, except 
property specifically exempt from execution, and real estate lying 
out of the State ; and, in case of sole assignors, one hundred dollars 
in cash ; and tate effect from the time they are filed in the ofBce of 
the Court of Probate. By such assignments, all attachments made 
within sixty days previous are vacated ; but the costs made thereon 
must be fully paid. Any conveyance made by a debtor in failing 
circumstances with a view to insolvency, with the intent of giving a 
preference to a creditor taking it with a knowledge of that fact, is 
avoided by an assignment made within sixty days afterward. Any 
creditor, issuing process to collect a debt exceeding one hundred 
dollars, which is returned with the endorsement, " No goods," may 
file, in the Probate Court, an application for a trustee in insolvency 
of the debtor, who, upon appointment, shall have all the powers of 
a trustee by voluntary assignment; such appointment taking effect 
from, the date of the application therefor. An insolvent is entitled 
to a full discharge from all debts proved against his estate, provided 

(165) 
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he surrender, under oath, all his estate, real and personal, at home 
and abroad, and such estate pay seventy per cent, of his indebted- 
ness. 

Delaware. — Any resident of the State for the year preceding, 
who is imprisoned for debt, damages, or costs in a civil action, may 
obtain his discharge, upon petitioning the Supreme Court of the 
county and executing a deed of assignment of all his real and per- 
sonal estate upon trust for all his creditors. 

District of Columbia. — No insolvent act in force, except in 
regard to corporation fines. 

Florida. — No special insolvent law. Persons who cannot pay 
their debts, by making the proper affidavit may retain certain pro- 
perty exempt from execution; the rest being applicable to payment 
of their debts. 

Georgia. — In general assignments, preferences to particular cre- 
ditors are allowed. In order to entitle a person to take the benefit 
of " The Honest Debtor's Act," he must file a schedule of all his 
property (if any be returned, the Court appoints a receiver), give his 
creditors notice, and take the required oath. 

Iowa.- — No general assignment of property by an insolvent for 
the benefit of his creditors is valid, unless made for the benefit of 
all, in proportion to the amount of their respective claims. In case 
of an unconditional assignment for the benefit of all, the assent of 
the creditors is presumed. 

Kentucky. — All assignments and mortgages made lor specific 
creditors, except such mortgages as are made at the creation of the 
claim or liability, are for the benefit of all the creditors, if proceeded 
against within six months. 

LouisiAKA. — The preference in an assignment by an insolvent of 
any creditors over others, under any circumstances, is a highly penal 
offense. The surrender of his property to all of them equally, may 
be voluntarily made by the insolvent, or he may be compelled so to 
do by his creditors. Such a surrender discharges all debts placed 
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■f 
by the insolvent in his schedule, if a majurity of his creclitors in 
number, and in amount for more than one-half of all his indebted- 
ness, agree to the same. Such a discharge does not impair the 
remedy of creditors upon contracts made out of the State, or 
between a citizen of this State and a citizen of aaother State, 
agaiast such property as the insolvent may acquire after his dis- 
charge. 

Maetland. — Confessions of judgments, or assignments made to 
defraud creditors, or giving an undue preference, are void, and the 
property assigned or conveyed rests in the trustee of the insolvent. 
A condition, requiring creditors to release the debtor, does not 
invalidate the deed of trust. 

Massachusetts.- — -All voluntary payments, assignments, and pre- 
ferences, made in contemplation of insolvency are abolished. As- 
signment upon sufficient consideration, and legally assented to by 
creditors are valid, but are void against dissenting creditors. 

Under the Insolvent Act, at least three meetings of creditors are 
required. At the first, held from ten to twenty days after the 
insolvents' petition, creditors may prove their claims and choose an 
assignee of the insolvent's estate ; at the second, held two months' 
afterward, the debtor makes oath that he has delivered up all his 
property not exempt, and may be examined under oath, at the 
instance of any creditor ; at the third, held six months from the 
first, the assignee renders his account. Claims may be proved at 
each meeting ; but no claim receives a dividend unless proved, and 
they are reckoned in cash upon the day of the first publication of 
the notice of the insolvent's petition. 

Minnesota. — All deeds of gift, conveyances, transfers, or assign- 
ments, verbal or written, of goods, chattels, or things in action, 
made in trust for the use of the person making the same, are void 
against the then existing, or subsequent, creditors of such person 

New Hampshiee.— No assignments, preferring particular credi- 
tors, are valid ; but, under a general assignment, the property is 
distributed among all creditors in proportion to their respective 
claims. 
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New Jersey. — Assignments must be forthebenefitof all creditors, 
without any preference ; and creditors must apply within six months' 
or they are barred from the benefit of an assignment. Creditors 
coming in under the assignment, and accepting their dividend, can 
have no further remedy against their debtor, unless he has rendered 
a fraudulent schedule of his assigned property. 

New York. — Assignments preferring creditors are not prohibited ; 
but every conveyance or assignment of real or personal property, 
made with the intention of hindering, delaying, or defrauding credi- 
tors, is void. An insolvent debtor may procure his discharge after 
executing an assignment of all his estate for the benefit of his cre- 
ditors, by filing his petition, signed by himself and as many of his 
creditors as represent two-thirds of all the debts owing by him within 
the United States. Any creditor of a person, who has been impri- 
soned sixty days upon execution for debt, may petition to compel 
an assignment, if he have a claim against the debtor to the amount ■ 
of twenty-five dollars then due. An insolvent may petition for an 
assignment of his estate for the benefit of all his creditors, and an 
exemption of his person from arrest. Debtors charged in execution 
for a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, may petition the court 
for a discharge ; also, any debtor so imprisoned for a sum exceeding 
five hundred dollars, after being imprisoned for three months ; and 
the court may order him to execute an assignment of all his pro- 
perty. 

North Carolina. ■ — Assignments to preferred creditors are 
allowed ; the only remedy in case of alleged fraud being by bill in 
Equity. 

Ohio. — Assignments of property in trust, in view of insolvency, 
with the design of preferring particular credjtors to the exclusion 
of others, inure to the benefit of all creditors in proportion to their 
respective claims. 

Pennsylvania. — The same provision as to assignments preferring 
creditors, as in Ohio. Miners and laborers in forges, machine-shops, 
etc., are made preferred creditors for their wages, not exceeding 
fifty dollars, when their employers make an assignment. 
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Bhode Island. — In general assignments for the benefit of credi- 
tors, preferences are prohibited, wliere the poor debtor's oath is 
taken ; before talking such oath, however, an assignment with pre- 
ferences may be made. The Insolvent Act only protects the debtor's 
person from arrest. 

South Carolina.— By "The Prison Bound Act," the debtor 
is released forever from his indebtedness to the party suing, and all 
other creditors are prevented from suing for one year. The Insol- 
vent Debtors' Act releases from all creditors who accept the pro- 
visions of the assignment. 

Texas. — A person may be declared a bankrupt, by first filing his 
petition, with a sworn inventory of his debts, with the Oliief Justice 
of the county ; three weeks notice of the application ; conveyance by 
petitioner of all his effects to Commissioners in Bankruptcy, chosen 
by the creditors ; all claims not presented within twelve months are 
barred ; examination of the petitioner, his oath, and certificate of 
discharge. 

"Vermont. — No assignment is valid unless it provide for an equal 
distribution of the assets among all the creditors. 

Virginia. — A deed of trust to secure debts, or indemnify sureties, 
may be made by describing the property and debts intended to be 
secured. The trustee in such a deed, unless provision be otherwise 
made, shall, whenever required by any secured creditor, after de- 
fault has been made in the payment of such debt, or of any part 
thereof, sell the property so conveyed by deed, or as much as may 
be necessary, at public auction for cash, having first given reason- 
able notice of the time and place of sale, and shall apply the pro- 
ceeds, first ; to pay expenses, including a commission given to the 
trustee of five per cent, on the first three hundred dollars, and two 
per cent, on the residue, and then pro rata, (or, in the order of pri- 
ority, if any, provided by the deed,) to the payment .of the secured 
debts and the indemnity of the sureties provided for by deed ; paying 
the surplus, if any, to the grantor, his heirs, personal representatives, 
or assigns. 
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Composition is au agreement made upon a sufficient consideration, 
between a debtor and his creditor, by -whicli the creditor accepts a 
part of the debt due to him, in satisfaction of the whole. 

General Form of Composition. 

To ALL TO WHOM THESE Pebsents SHALL COME, We, whose namos 
are hereunder written and seals affixed, creditors of Allen Brown, 
of Glasgow, county of Beaver, and State of Kentucky, send greet- 
ing : Whereas, the said Allen Brown doth justly owe and is 
indebted unto us, his said several creditors, in divers sums of 
money, but by reason of many losses, great hindrances, and other 
damages happened unto him, the said Allen Brown, he has become, 
and is, utterly unable to pay and satisfy us our full debts : Now, 
know ye, that we, the said creditors of the said Allen Brown, do, 
for ourselves, severally and respectively, and for our several and 
respective heirs, executors and administrators, covenant, promise, 
compound and agree, to and with the said Allen Brown, his execu- 
tors and administrators, and to and with each and every of them, by 
these presents, that we, the said several and respective execu- 
tors, administrators, and assigns, shall and will accept, receive, 
and take of and from the said Allen Brown, his executors, and 
administrators, for each and every dollar that the said Allen Brown 
owes, and for which he is indebted to us, the said several and 
respective creditors, the sum of sixty (or, as the case is,) cents, in 
full discharge and satisfaction of the several debts and sums of 
money that the said Allen Brown owes, and for which he is indebted 
to us, the said creditors respectively ; so that the said sum of sixty 
cents, to be paid for each and every dollar that the said Allen 
Brown owes, and for which he stands indebted to us, the said several 
and respective creditors, be paid unto us, the said several and re- 
spective creditors, our several and respective executors, administra- 
tors, or assigns, within the time or space of six months, next after 
the date of these presents (or, as may he agreed upon) : And we, 
the said several and respective creditors, do, severally and respec- 
tively, for ourselves, our several and respective heirs, executors, ad- 
ministrators, and assigns, covenant, grant, promise, and agree, to 
and with the said Allen Brown, his executors and adminstrators, 
that he, the said Allen Brown, his executors, administrators, and 
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assigns, shall and may, from time to time, and at all times within 
the said term or space of six months (or, as the case is,) next 
ensuing the date hereof, assign, sell, or otherwise dispose of his said 
goods and chattels, wares and merchandise, at his and their own 
free will and pleasure, for and toward the payment and satisfaction 
of the said sixty cents for every dollar the said Allen Brown oweth, 
and for which he is indebted to us, the said respective creditors, as 
aforesaid : And that neither we, the said several and respective 
creditors, nor any of us, nor the exeeutors, adminstrators, or assigns 
of us, or of any of us, shall or will, at any time hereafter, sue, arrest, 
molest, trouble, attach, imprison, or condemn the said Allen Brown, 
his exeeutors, administrators, or his or their goods and chattels, for 
any debts or other thing now due and owing to us, or to any of us, 
his respective creditors as aforesaid, so as the said Allen Brown, his 
executors or administrators, do well and truly pay, or cause to be 
paid, unto us, his said several and respective creditors, the said sum 
of sixty cents for every dollar he oweth, and for which he standeth 
indebted unto us respectively, within the said term or space of six 
months, (or, as the case is,) next ensuing the date hereof. [If de- 
sired to make the composition void, unless all the creditors become 
parties to it, proceed as follows : — " Provided, always, that neither 
■ these presents, nor any thing herein contained, shall bind us, any, 
or either of us, whose names and seals are hereunto subscribed and 
set, unless all and each of the creditors of the said Allen Brown 
shall have sealed and executed this agreement on or before the 

day of next ensuing."] In witness whereof, the parties 

to these presents have hereunto set their hands and seals, the fifth 
day of April, a. d. 18 — . 

Signed, sealed and delivered") William B. EoDNEr, [seal.J 

in presence of ) Edwin B. Makian, [seal.] 

Newton Harris, Daniel Daniels, [seal.] 

Obed Eitnnels. David E. Foots, [seai-.] 



Letters of Extensici* uo an Embarrassed Debtor. 
To all to whom these Presents shall comb : We, who have here- 
unto subscribed our names, and afBxed our seals, creditors of Murray 
Eush, of Natchitoches, Parish of Natchitoches, and State of Louisi- 
ana, merchant, send greeting ;— Whereas the said Murray Eush 
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on the day of the date hereof, is indebted unto us, the several credi 
toi'S hereunder named, in divers sums of money, which at present 
he is wholly unable to pay and satisfy, and which he cannot pay and 
satisfy, unless respite and time be given him for payment and satis- 
faction thereof: Know ye, therefore, that we, the said several credit- 
ors, and each and every of us, at the particular recfuest of the said 
Murray Rush, have given and granted, and by these our present 
letters do give and grant, unto the said Murray Rush, full and free 
liberty, license, power, and authority, to attend to, discharge, and 
negotiate any affair, business, matter or thing whatsoever, at any 
place or places whatsover, without any let, suit, trouble, arrest, attach- 
ment or any other impediment to be offered or done unto the said 
Murray Rush, his goods, chattels, wares, merchandise, moneys, or 
other effects whatsoever, by us or any of us, or by the heirs, execu- 
tors, administrators, or assigns of us, or any of us, or by our, or 
any of our, means of procurement, to be sought, attempted, or pro- 
cured to be done, for and during twelve (or, as the case is,) months 
next ensuing the date hereof: And we, the said creditors, for our- 
selves, our heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, hereby 
covenant and agree to and with the said Murray Rnsh, that neither 
we, nor any of us, nor our heirs, executors, administrators, or 
assigns, nor any of them, shall or will, during the time aforesaid,- 
sue, arrest, attach, or prosecute him, the said IMurray Rush, for, or 
ou account of our respective debts, or any part thereof: And that, 
if any trouble, wrong, damage, or hindrance be done unto the said 
Murray Rush, in goods, chattels, or estate, for or by reason of such 
debts, within the aforesaid term of twelve months next ensuing the 
date hereof, by us or any of us, the said creditors, or by any person 
or persons, by or through the procurement, advice or consent of us, 
or of either of us, contrary to the true intent and meaning of these 
presents ; then the said Murray Rush, by virtue thereof, shall be 
discharged and acquitted forever, against such of us the said credit- 
ors, his and their executors, administrators, and assigns, by whom, 
or by whose procurement, advice, or consent, he, the said Murray 
Rush, shall be so troubled, wronged, damaged or hindered, in goods, 
chattels, or estate, of and from all manner of actions, suits, deeds, 
charges, debts, chdms, and demands whatsover, from the beginning 
of the world to the day of the date hereof. 
In witness whereof, [as before). 
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Short form of General Assignment for Benefit of all Creditors. 

For a valuable consideration, I hereby assign, transfer, and set 
over unto John 0. Eeimer, of Portland, County of Oumberlaud, 
and State of Maine, and Rufus 0. Bavis, of the same place, their 
heirs and assigns, all my estate, real, personal and mixed, to which I 
am in any manner entitled, for the use of all my creditors. 

Witness my hand and seal, this eighth day of September, a. d. 
16— 
Signed, sealed and delivered") Francis E. Cook, [seal.] 

in presence of j 

James Root, 
Cephas Drake. 



Assignment by Deed Poll, for the Benefit of Creditors ratably, 
with Schedule. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Carlos Campbell, of 
Westminster, County of Carroll, and State of Maryland, in con- 
sideration of the sum of one dollar to me paid by David Dana, of 
the same place, the receipt whereof I hereby acknowledge, and of 
the uses, purposes, and trusts hereinafter mentioned, have granted, 
bargained, sold, assigned, transferred and set over, and by these 
presents do grant, bargain, sell, assign, transfer and set over, unto 
the said David Dana, his heirs and assigns, all my lands, tenements, 
hereditaments, goods, chattels, and effects, and all accounts, debts, 
and demands due, owing, or belonging to me, together with all secu- 
rities for the same : which said lands, goods, chattels, debts, and 
demands, are particularly enumerated and described in a schedule 
hereunto annexed, marked "Schedule A." To have and to hold 
the same, with the appurtenances, unto the said David Dana, his 
heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns : In trust, neverthe- 
less, that the said David Dana shall forthwith take possession of 
the hereby assigned premises, and with all reasonable diligence sell 
and dispose of the same, at public or private sale, for the best price 
that can be obtained, and convert the same into money ; and shall, 
as soon as possible, collect the debts, accounts, and demands afore- 
said ; and with and out of the proceeds of such sales and collections, 
after deducting and paying all reasonable costs, charges, and ex- 
penses attending the execution of the herein created trusts, together 
with a reasonable compensation to the said David Dana, shall pay 
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to each and every of my creditors, (a full list of whom, with tha 
amount due to each, is contained in a schedule hereunto annexed, 
marked " Schedule B.,") the full sum that may be due and owing to 
them from me. And if the proceeds of the sales and collections 
shall not be sufficient fully to pay and satisfy each and all of my 
said creditors, then the said David Dana shall, with and out of the 
proceeds, pay the said creditors rateably, and in proportion to the 
amount due and owing to each. And if, after fully paying all the 
said creditors, there shall be any balance or residue left of the said 
proceeds, the said David Dana shall pay and return the same to me, 
the said Carlos Campbell. And, in furtherance of the premises, I, 
the said Carlos Campbell, do hereby make, constitute and appoint 
the said David Dana, my true and lawful attorney, irrevocable, with 
full power and authority to do all acts and things which may 
be necessary in the premises, and to the full execution of the said 
trusts ; and for the purposes aforesaid, to ask, demand, recover and 
receive of and from all and every person and persons, all the 
property, debts, and demands, due, owing, and belonging to me, and 
to give acquittances and discharges for the same ; and in default of 
delivery or payment in the premises, to sue, prosecute, and implead 
for the same ; and to execute, acknowledge, and deliver all neces- 
sary deeds and instruments of conveyance ; and also, for the pur- 
poses aforesaid, or any part thereof, to make, constitute, and appoint 
one or more attorneys under him, and at his pleasure to revoke the 
same ; hereby ratifying and confirming whatever my said attorney, 
or his substitutes, shall lawfully do in the premises. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 
15th day of June, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 

Sealed, and delivered, etc. Carlos Campbell, [seal.] 

SCHEDULE A., REFEKRED TO IN THE FOREGOING (OR ANNEXED) 
ASSIGNMENT. 

All that certain piece of ground, with the dwelling-house thereon, 
in said Westminster, bounded and described as follows : (describing 
it; and if any incumbrances, mention them.) 

Goods and merchandise in the store in ray occupation in said 
Westminster, as follows : [giving the items.) 

Household furniture in the dwelling-house aforesaid, as follows 
(na'.ninri the pieces.) 
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Fifty shares of stock of the Baltimore and Ohio R. E. Co. 
Simeon Trafton's note, dated Oct. 1, 18 — , three months, . $2500 
A judgment recovered against William H. Morris, in the 

Superior Court of Baltimore, for 976 

A claim for damages, for loss of goods, etc., against the 

Philadelphia, "Wilmington and Baltimore R. R. Co., for 300 
Thomas Clayton's note, dated Nov. 3, 18 — , nine months, . 22.') 
Thomas Hardy's bond in my favor for .... 1000 
Book debts and balances due me, as follows : [describing them). 

Dated this fifteenth day of June, a. d. 18 — . 

Oaelos Campbell. 



SCHEDULE B., REFERRED TO IN THE rORBGOING (oR ANNEXED) 
ASSIGNMENT. 

Promisssory note made by me, to Leonard Ray, dated Sep- 
tember 13, 18—, six months, $3500 

Promissory note made by me, to J. Perry & Co., dated 
August 1, 18 — , five months, 800 

A judgment obtained against me, in the Circuit Court for 
the County of Carroll, for 3235 

Balance due on a due-bill given by me to Hart Maginnis, 
for goods, . - 3(5 

Balance due on due bill given by me to Michael Flinn, for 

labor, 1^9 

Book debts due the following persons : {giving items). 
Dated this fifteenth day of June, a. d. 18 — . 

Carlos Campbell. 
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RESIDENCE OF GENERAL ^NTHONT WATNE, 
HEAR TTEST cnESTER, PENN. 



A Landlord is one who lets or 
leases real estate to another ; 
the tenant is one in actual pos- 
session of the land. The con- 
tract existing between the two 
parties, is styled a lease ; which 
is a conveyance of lands, or 
landn and tenements, generally 
in consideration of money to be 
paid for the same, called rent, for life, for years, or at will. The 
party making the lease is also called the lessor : he, to whom it is 
made, the lessee. Leases should be made in duplicate, each party 
having an original. 

It is prudent in all cases to have leases reduced to writing ; the 
common wording of the conveyance being, " demise, grant, and to 
farm let." In all States where the English Statute of Fi'auds 
has been substantially re-enacted, all leases not put in writing and 
signed by the party, have the effect of leases or estates at will only, 
excepting leases not exceeding the term of three years. 

The landlord, or lessor, by virtue of his relation to the tenant, or 
lessee, is bound to perform all the express covenants into which he 
has entered in executing the lease ; to secure to the tenant the quiet 
Enjoyment of the premises leased ; and to repair the premises leased, 
if he expressly covenants -o to do. 
(1V6) 
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He hag a right to receive the rent agreed upon, and to enforce 
all the express covenants, into which the tenant has entered; to 
require that the premises leased be so treated that no unnecessary 
injury is done, or waste committed ; and to have the possession at 
the expiration of the lease. 

A lease from year to year, is where no definite time is fixed for its 
tOTmination, but it is to continue at the pleasure of the landlord, or 
of both parties ; a lease for years, is every estate which is to expire 
at a period certain and determined beforehand. 

If no time is stated, in a lease for a year, when the rent is to be 
paid, the rent is not due until the end of the year ; unless a different 
requirement is made by Statute. 

In order to terminate a tenancy from year to year, the tenant is 
entitled to a notice to quit the premises (which it is better to have 
in writing, signed by the landlord or his agent), within the time pre- 
scribed by the Statute Law of the particular State. Of such notice, 
if in writing, it is advisable to preserve a copy, signed by the witness 
who delivered the original, and bearing the date and mode of service, 
also signed by him. Such a tenant is entitled to six mouths notice 
in New York, Vermont, Kentucky, and Tennessee; to three months 
in Pennsylvania ; and to two months in Massachusetts. 

In some of the States, when rent is due and unpaid, the landlord 
may seize without legal process whatever goods (not exempt) may 
be found upon the premises, retain them as a pledge for the payment 
of the rent, and after complying with certain requirements, sell 
them. This is called the right of distress, or the right to distrain. 
In Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Vermont, Bhode Island, " 
Connecticut, New York, Alabama, Mississippi, North Carolina and 
Ohio, this right does not exist; in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Dela- 
ware, Indiana, Illinois, Maryland and Virginia, the essential features 
of the English law, relative to distresses, are believed to be retained ; 
12 
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while in Florida, Georgia, Kentucky and Texas, tliis summary pro- 
cess has been placed under some humane restrictions. 

A tenant is not bound to pay taxes, unless there is an express 
stipulation to that effect. If he make an unconditional covenant 
to repair, he can be compelled to rebuild the premises, if wholly 
destroyed by lire ; in the absence of a covenant to repair, he is only 
bound to repair injuries occasioned by his voluntary negligence ; and 
nuder a general covenant to repair, with an express exception of 
casualties by fire or the elements, he is bound simply to leave the 
premises in as good condition as received by him. 

After assignment of a lease, (which it is in the power of the tenant 
to make, unless forbidden by the instrument itself,) in which the 
lessee has covenanted to pay rent, he is still responsible to the land- 
lord for the rent, unless the latter expressly, and in writing, dis- 
charge him and accept his assignee as tenant. 

At the expiration of a lease, the tenant may remove whatever he 
has added to the premises, (unless he has originally built it or mani- 
fested an intent to make it an entire part of what was originally 
there), if he can do so without injuring the premises. An outgoing 
tenant of a farm for agricultural purposes, has no right, in some 
States, to remove from the land so occupied by him, manure made 
on the land from its produce during such occupancy. When a 
farm is leased for agricultural purposes, its cultivation according to 
good husbandry is implied. 

A lease of land for one year from the first day of April, expires 
on the last day of March of the ensuing year. 

A tenant in possession of property without an agreement as to 
time, is generally deemed a tenant from year to year. 

A tenancy at will may be terminated in the Eastern States, by 
igiving three months' notice in writing; in the Middle and Southern 
State.^, six months'; iu the Western States, one month's. 

A leuant may underlet, unless forbidden by the lease. 
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Lease of a Farm for a Term of Tears. 
This Indentukk, made the fourth day of March, in the year of 

our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , between Salathiel 

Oroly, of Coldwater, County of Branch, and State of Michigan, of 
the one part, and Theobald Matthews, of the same place, of the other 
part, witnesseth ; that the said Salathiel Croly, for, and in considera- 
tion of the yearly rent and covenants hereinafter mentioned and 
reserved, on the part and behalf of the said Theobald Matthews,, his 
heirs, executors and administrators, to be paid, kept and performed, 
hath demised, set, and to farm let, and by these presents doth 
demise, set, and to farm let, unto the said Theobald Matthews, his 
heirs and assigns, all that certain messuage or tenement, tract, piece 
or parcel of land, situate in Coldwater aforesaid, adjoining lands of 
(naming the owners of the adjoining tracts), and now in the tenure 
and occupancy of George Graham, (or, as the case is,) containing 
three hundred acres, be the same more or less, [or, if preferred, 
describe the premises hy metes and hounds as in a deed,] together 
with all and singular the buildings, improvements, and other the 
premises hereby demised, with the appurtenances. To have and to 
, hold the same unto the said Theobald Matthews, his heirs and 
assigns, from the first day of April next ensuing the date hereof, for 
and during the term of five years, thence next ensuing, and fully to 
be completed and ended ; the said Matthews yielding and paying for 
the same unto the said Oroly, his heirs and assigns, the yearly rent 
or sum of six hundred dollars, on the first day of April, in each and 
every year during the term aforesaid ; the first payment of which 
said yearly rent or sum of six hundred dollars, is to be made on the 
first day of April, a. d. 18 — . [^ the rent is pagable in produce, 
after the words " yielding and paying," proceed as follows : " there- 
out unto the said Croly, his heirs and assigns, for the yearly rent as 
follows : one-half of all the v«nter grain, one-third of all the summer 
grain, raised and growing upon the premises, etc.," following the 
agreement.] And, at the expiration of the said term, he, the said 
Matthews, his heirs and assigns, shall and will quietly and peaceably 
surrender and yield up the said demised premises, with the appur- 
tenances, unto the said Croly, his heirs and assigns, in as good order 
and repair as the same now are, reasonable wear, tear and casualties 
which may happen by fire or otherwise only excepted. 
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In witness whereof, the said parties have hereunto set their hands 
and seals, the day and year aforesaid. 

Signed, sealed and delivered") Salathiel Ckolt, [seal.] 

in presence of j Theobald Matthews, [seal.] 

Eat Raymond, 
Chester Ckisslt. 



Short Form of a Lease of Dwelling-House for a Term of Tears 

This Agreement, made on the first day of May, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and • , witnesseth, that Hamilton Har- 
ding, of Weston, County of Platte, and State of Missouri, hath 
rented from Albert Knox, of "Weston aforesaid, a certain piece or 
parcel of land, situated on the easterly side of Benton street, between 
Cass and Buchanan streets, whereon is erected a brick, (or, as the 
case is), dwelling-house, No. 34, for three years from the above date, 
at the rate of one hundred and fifty dollars per annum, payable 
quarterly. The said Harding shall give three (or, as the case is,) 
mouths' notice, previous to the expiration of said term, of his inten- 
tion to remove ; and three (or as the case is,) months' notice previous 
to the expiration of said term being given to him, the said Harding, 
to quit the premises, he shall, at the expiration thereof, deliver unto 
the said Knox, peaceable possession of the said premises, in the 
same order and condition as when he took possession thereof, com- 
mon wear and casualties which may happen by fire or otherwise 
excepted. In default of a notice as aforesaid, this agreement shall 
be considered as renewed for the succeeding term. In witness 
whereof, etc. Hasiilton Hakding, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, etc. Albert Knox, [seal.] 



Short Form of Lease, with Covenant by Tenant not to Underlet, 
and to waive all Exemption Laws. 

This Agreement, made the first day of April, a. d. 18 — , wit- 
nesseth, that Eddy Ingalls, of Chatfield, County of Fillmore, and 
State of Minnesota, has rented of Hooper Coates, of the same place, 
the following described premises, viz. : {describing them,) for the 
term of one year from the date hereof, at the rate of one hundred 
dollars per year, to be paid in equal quarterly payments, on the first 
of July, October, January and April. The said Ingalls shall give 
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Coates thirty (or, as the case is,) days notice, previous to the expi- 
ration of the said term, of his intention to remove ; and the same 
number of days notice previous to the expiration of said term being 
given by Coates, or his assigns, to Ingalls to quit the premises, 
he, the said Ingalls, will quit and yield up peaceable possession of 
the said premises and appurtenances at the expiration of the said 
term, in the same order and condition as when he first took posses- 
sion thereof, reasonable wear and tear, and casualties, happening by 
fire or otherwise, excepted. And the said lessee agrees not to 
underlet the said premises, or any part thereof, without the written 
consent of the said lessor or his assigns first had and obtained ; and 
the said Ingalls further covenants for himself and his heirs, that he 
and they do and will waive all, and all manner of exemptions from 
distress, so that all and every the goods, chattels, and effects, which 
may at any time be upon the said premises, without any exception 
whatever, shall and may be liable to be distrained and sold for rent 
in arrears. In witness whereof, etc. 

Witness, Eddy Ingalls, [seal.] 

Thos. Eakt, Hoopeb Coates, [seal.] 

Ohas. Heim. 



Lease of a House for a Term of Years, with Surety, and Covenant 
not to Underlet. 

This Agreement witnesseth, that Walter Bond, of Manches- 
ter, County of Hillsborough, and State of New Hampshire, doth 
hereby let unto Franklin Bryant, of Manchester aforesaid, a certain 
piece or parcel of land, situate on the northerly side of Amoskeag 
street, so called, between Brook and Moody streets, so callea, 
whereon is erected a brick dwelling-house, (or, as the case is,) No. 
148, for the term of four years from the date hereof, at the rent of 
three hundred dollars per annum, to be paid in equal quarterly pay- 
ments (or, as the case is) ; and the said Bryant doth hereby, for 
himself, his heirs, executors, and administrators, covenant and 
promise to pay to the said Bond, or his assigns, the said rents, in 
the proportions and at the times aforesaid ; and the said Bryant, his 
executors and administrators, shall not and will not, at any time 
during the said term, let, or demise, or in any manner dispose of, 
the hereby demised premises, or any part thereof, for all or any part 
of the term hereby granted, to any person or persons whatsoever, 
(16) 
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■without the consent and approbation in writing of the said Bond, or 
his assigns, first had and obtained for that purpose ; and, at the 
expiration of the said term, shall and will yield up and surrender 
the possession of the said premises, with the appurtenances, unto the 
said Bond, or his assigns, in the same good order and condition as 
they now are, reasonable wear and tear thereof, and accidents hap-'^ 
pening by fire or other casualties, excepted. 

It is hereby further agreed, that if the above-named Franklin 
Bryant should continue upon the above-described premises after 
termination of the above contract, then this contract is to con- 
tinue in full force for another year, and so on from year to year, 
until legal notice is given for a removal. In witness, whereof, etc. 

Signed, sealed, etc. Walter Bond, [seal.] 

Franklin Bryant, [seal.] 

I, Currier Gushing, of Manchester aforesaid, do hereby agree to 
be responsible to Walter Bond, the above-named lessor, or his 
assigns, for the true and fathful performance of the above-named 
contract on the part of Franklin Bryant, the above-named lessee. 
In witness whereof, etc., Curries Cushing, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, etc. 



Lease of a House for a Term of Tears. 
This Indenture, made the first day of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and ■ — , between Brewster George, of Jersey City, County 
of Gloucester, and State of New Jersey, of the fir.st part, and 
Elijah Bush, of said Jersey City, of the second part, witnesseth : 
that the said party of the first part hath let, and by these presents 
doth grant, demise, and let, unto the said party of the second part, 
his executors, administrators and assigns, all that brick house, mes- 
suage or tenement, with all and singular its appurtenances, situate 
in the Fifth Ward of the said Jersey City, and known as No. 314, in 
Merchant street, to have and to hold the said premises, with the 
appurtenances, unto the said Elijah Bush, his executors, administra- 
tors, and assigns, for the term of three years from the said first day 
of July above-named, at the yearly rent of one thousand dollars, to 
be paid in equal quarter-yearly payments, as long as the said prem- 
ises are in good tenantable condition. And the said party of the 
second part doth hereby covenant to pay to the said party of the 
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first part the said yearly rent, as herein specified, save and except, 
at all times during the said term, such proportional part of the said 
yearly rent as shall grow due and accrue during such time as the 
house shall, without the hindrance of the said party of the second 
part, be and remain untenantable, by reason of accidental fire. 
And that the said Bush, his executors, administrators and assigns, 
shall and will, during the said term, at his own proper costs and 
charges, well and sufficiently keep in repair the said hereby demised 
premises, with their appurtenances, when and as often as the same 
shall require, damages by fire alone excepted. And that, at the 
expiration of the said term, the said party of the second part will 
quit and surrender the premises hereby demised, in as good a state 
and condition as reasonable use and wear thereof will permit, 
damages by fire alone excepted. And, also, that he, the said party 
of the second part, his executors, administrators, and assigns, shall 
and will, during the said term, pay and discharge all taxes, assess- 
ments and other charges, which shall or may be laid, levied, or 
imposed upon the said premises, or any part thereof. And the said 
party of the first part doth covenant, that the said party of the 
second part, on paying the said yearly rent, and performing the 
covenant aforesaid, shall and may peaceably and quietly have, hold, 
and enjoy the said demised premises, for the term aforesaid, without 
any interruption or molestation of the said party of tlie first part, 
his heirs, or any other person whatever, claiming or to claim, by, 
from or under him, them, or any of them. And, also, that, in case 
the said premises shall, at any time during the said term, be 
destroyed or injured by an accidental fire, the said party of the first 
part, his executors, administrators, or assigns, shall and will forth- 
with proceed to rebuild, or repair the said premises, placing thsm 
in as good condition as the same were before such fire ; and that, 
until such repairs are made and completed, the said rent shall cease. 
In witness whereof, etc. 
Signed, sealed, etc. Beewster Geokob, [seal.] 

Elijah Bush, [seal.] 



Lease of Lands and Tenements for a term of Years. 
This Indentdee, made the twenty-fifth day of March, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , between Lewis 
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Seaman, of Biughamton, county of Broome, and State of New 
York, of the one part, and Levi Leonard, of the same place, of the 
other part, witnesseth : That the said Lewis Seaman, for and in 
consideration of the yearly rent and covenants hereinafter mentioned 
and reserved, on the part and behalf of the said Levi Leonard, his 
executors, administrators, and assigns, to be paid, kept, and per- 
formed, hath demised, set, and to farm let, and by these presents 
doth demise, set, and to farm let, unto the said Leonard, his ex- 
ecutors, administrators and assigns, all that messuage and lot of 
ground, situate, lying and being in Binghamton aforesaid, bounded 
{as the case is) ; together with all and singular (describing the real 
estate). To have and to hold the said messuage and lot of ground, 
and all and singular the premises hereby demised, with the appur- 
tenances, unto the said Leonard, his executors, administrators and 
assigns, from the first day of April next ensuing the date hereof, 
for and during the term of five years next ensuing, and fully to be 
completed and ended : yielding and paying therefor unto the said 
Seaman, his executors, administrators, and assigns, the yearly sum 
or rent of three hundred and sixty dollars, in four equal quarterly 
payments (or as the case is,) of ninety dollars each, the first of which 
to be made on the first day of July next. And the said Leonard, for 
himself, his heirs, executors, and administrators, doth covenant, 
promise, and agree to and with the said Seaman, his heirs, execu- 
tors, administrators, and assigns, by these presents, that he, the 
said Leonard, his heirs, executors, and administrators, shall and will 
well and truly pay, or cause to be paid, unto the said Seaman, his 
heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, the said yoarly rent of 
three hundred and sixty dollars, hereby reserved, on the several 
days and times hereinbefore mentioned and appointed for the pay- 
ment thereof, according to the true intent and meaning of these pres- 
ents. And the said Seaman, for himself, his heirs, executors, and ad- 
d minis trators, doth covenant, promise, and agree to and with the said 
Leonard, his esecutoi-s, administrators and assigns, by these presents, 
that he, the said Leonard, his executors, administrators and assigns, 
(paying the rent, and performing the covenants aforesaid,) shall and 
may peaceably and quietly have, hold, use, occupy, possess, and en- 
joy the said demised premises, with the appurtenances, during the 
terra aforesaid, without the lawful let, suit, trouble, eviction, moles- 
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tation, or interruption of the said Seaman, his heirs or assigns, or 

any other person or persons whatsoever. In witness whereof, etc. 

Signed, sealed, etc. Lewis Seaman, [seal.] 

Levi Leonard, [seal.] 

Xiandlord's Agreement. 
This is to certify, that I have, this first day of May, a. d. 18 — , 
let and rented uuto Charles Dean my house and lot, known as No. 
141 in Fifth Avenue, in the City, County, and State of New York, 
with the appurtenances, and the sole and uninterrupted use and 
occupation thereof, for one year, to commence this day, at the yearly 
rent of one thousand dollars, payable quarterly, on the usual quar 
ter-days ; rent to cease in case the premises are destroyed by fire. 

Bethel Moore. 



Tenant's Agreement. 

This is to certify, that I have hired and taken from Bethel Moore, 
his house and lot, known as No. 141 in Fifth Avenue, in the City, 
County, and State of New York, with the appurtenances, for the 
term of one year, to commence this day, at the yearly rent of one 
thousand dollars, payable quarterly on the usual quarter-days. And 
I do hereby promise to make punctual payment of the rent in 
mauner aforesaid, except in case the premises become untenantable 
from fire or any other cause, in which case the rent is to cease ; and 
do further promise to quit and surrender the premises, at the expi- 
ration of the term, in as good state and condition as reasonable use 
and wear thereof will permit, damage by the elements excepted. 
Given under my hand and seal this first day of May, a. d. 18—. 

In presence of Charles Dean, [seal.] 

George Morrison. 



Covenants. 

The lessee shall not pursue certain occupations. 

And also, that he, the said Harlan Hull, his executors, adminis- 
trators, and assigns, shall not nor will, at any time during the 
continuance of the term aforesaid, permit or sufier any person or 
persons to follow, in and upon the premises, or in and upon any 
part thereof, the trade of a butcher, soap-boiler, glue manufacturer, 
brewer, distiller, tallow-chandler, or dyer {as is desired), or any 
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nauseous or offensive business wliatsoever, without the license and 
consent of the said Joseph Moore, his heirs, executors, administra- 
tors, or assigns, in writing first had and obtained for that purpose. 

That lessee shall inhabit part of the premises. 

And also, that the said Harlan Hull shall and will personally and 
with his family inhabit and occupy the said messuage or farm-house, 
with the appurtenances, and not shut up or desert the same du.-.'ng 
the said term. 

That lessor shall insure against fire. 

And that he, the said Joseph Moore, his executors, administra- 
tors and assigns, shall and will, at his and their own proper costs 
and charges, from time to time sufficiently insure all and every the 
messuages or tenements, erections or buildings erected or built upon 
the said piece or parcel of ground hereby demised, or any part 
thereof, from casualties by fire during the said term hereby granted, 
iu some one or more of the safe public offices kept for that purpose 
in Philadelphia aforesaid. 



H"otioe to Quit. 
To ^[k. Harlan Hum.: 

Sir : Take notice, that as the term of one year for which the 
tract of land and premises situated in [describing them ; if in a city 
or town, say : " the premises situated on the westerly side of Green 
street, between Thomas and Oxford streets, in the City of Philadel- 
phia ;" or, as the case maybe;] and now occupied by you, were 
demised by me to you, expired on the first day of April, a. d. 18 — , 
and as I am desirous to liLve again and repossess the said premises, 
you are hereby required to remove from and leave the same. 

Respectfully yours, etc., Joseph Moore. 

Neiutown, April 3d, 18 — . 



Notice of Leaving, by Tenant. 

Plkase take notice, that, on the first day of April next, 1 shall 
quit possession of, and remove from, the premises I now occupy, 
situated in (describing as the case is), as tenant under you. 

Dated this first day of January, a. d. 18 — . 

Yours, etc., Harlan Hull. 

To Mr. Joseph Moore. 




S OF IJBEDST. 



EESIDBNCE OF WILLIAM PENN, PHILADEL- 
PHIA, PA., 1700. 



A. Letter of Oeedit is a lette.v 
(usually unsealed) from a per- 
son (generally a merchant, ex- 
change broker, or banker,) 
addressed to his correspondent 
or factor, (commonly of the 
same classes,) in another 
country or place, requesting 
him to extend to the bearer 



credit for a certain sum of money. 

Letters of credit are either general or circular, or special : the 
former being addressed to the grantor's correspondents generally ; 
the latter, to some particular person. 

The signature of the person in whose favor the letter is drawn 
should be added to it, to prevent fraud ; and the grantor should at 
once advise his correspondent by mail, furnishing him a duplicate 
of the letter of credit, and a particular description of the person in 
■whose favor it is drawn. 

Upon presentation of the letter, if the person upon whom it is 
drawn agree to comply with the request, he is bound to fulfill all 
the engagements mentioned in it ; if he refuse, the bearer should 
return it at once to the grantor without any other step, unless the 
merchant upon whom it is drawn is a debtor of the merchant draw- 
ing it ; iu which case he should protest it. 

(187) 
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A Guaranty is a promise or engagement by a person, called a 
guarantor, that certain engagements made, or to be made, by an- 
other person, shall be fulfilled. 

A guaranty of a debt already existing, must in most of the 
States, be in writing ; and, in some, it must express upon its face 
the consideration for which it was given. In other States, a verba] 
guaranty is binding ; but the evidence of the promise must be cleai 
and explicit, leaving no room to suspect fraud or mistake. 

A guaranty of an engagement yet to be made is binding, whether 
verbal or written ; though the latter is decidedly preferable. 

It has been decided by the United States Supreme Court, that, 
in order to charge a, guarantor upon a letter of guaranty, express 
notice should be given to him that it has been accepted, and credit 
given upon the strength of it. In some of the States, Vermont for 
example, this is unnecessary. If the principal debtor do not fulfill 
his engagement, his guarantor is bound so to do to the same extent 
that the debtor is bound. A payment made by the debtor, or a 
release of him by the creditor, or a granting of time beyond that 
contained in the original agreement, or the doing of any act by the 
creditor by which the guarantor is placed in a worse position, ope- 
rates as a discharge of the obligation of the guarantor. 

In some States, where the word " guaranty'' alone is used, the 
creditor must pursue the debtor, before resorting to the guarantor ; 
or else must show that he was so hopelessly embarrassed, that pro- 
ceedings against him would have been useless. 



Special Letter of Credit. 

Memphis, July 4th, 18 — . 

Messes. Baring, Brothers, London : 

Gentlemen : We take pleasure in introducing to you, Mr. Eugene 
Courtenay, who purposes visiting England and France, and desires 
us to open a credit with you for him for one thousand pounds sterl- 
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ing. You will please honor his drafts to an amount not exceeding 
in the aggregate the above-named sum, and charge the same to us, 
with advice. 
The signature of Mr. Oourtenay accompanies this. 

Very respectfully your obedient servants, 
Signatuu of Jamison & MoOurdt. 

Eugene Coubtenat. 



Letter Advising of the Same. 

Memphis, July 4th, 18 — . 
Messes. Baring, Brothers, London : 

Gentlemea : We have this day granted a letter of credit on your 
house, duplicate of which we enclose, to Mr. Eugene Oourtenay, for 
one thousand pounds sterling. 

Mr. Oourtenay is a gentleman of about thirty years of age, al lut 
five feet nine inches in height, of light complexion, with a slight 
impediment in his speech. 

Very respectfully your obedient servants, 

Natchez, June 1st, 18 — . Jamison & McCurdt. 



Guaranty of a Debt not Incurred. 

Natchez, June 1, 18 — . 
Messrs T. Jones & White, New Orleans : 
Gentlemen : The bearer of this, Mr. Jacob Stone, of this city, is 
on the point of visiting your city for the purpose of replenishing his 
stock of goods, and will be in need of articles in your line. Mr. 
Stone has been engaged in business in this city for some six years 
past, and by his prudent management of his affairs, and strict ful- 
fillment of his business obligations, has deservedly obtained a high 
standing in the community as a prompt and reliable man. He is 
generally considered worth some twenty thousand dollars ; and, such 
is our confidence in his ability and integrity, that we are willing to, 
and do hereby, guaranty the payment of any bills which he may 
make with you during the next year, to an amount not exceeding 
five thousand dollars. We remain your obedient servants, 

Thomas and Sons. 
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BOLLTNGBROOK, THB RESTBENCB OF MRS. 
BOLLINO, PETERSBITRl}, TIRQINrA, 1781. 



A Libel is, any malicious pri'mied 
slander, which tends to expose a 
person to ridicule, contempt, 
hatred, or degradation of cha- 
racter. 

The publisher of a book, pam- 
phlet, magazine, or newspaper, is 
liable for every artiolo therein 
published, which contains injuri- 
ous reflections upon the character of, and is calculated to cause 
damage to, the person or persons to whom allusion is thereby made ; 
and the fact, that the article was published at a time when the 
publisher, or editor, or both, were absent ; or, that it was published 
through the carelessness or ignorance of the person or persons in 
charge of the particular publication ; does not absolve from respon- 
sibility for the same, though the latter circumstance may tend to 
lessen the damages to be recovered. Neither is it a justification in 
Buch cases, that the publication was made at the request of a person 
whose name was given at the time, and who paid for it in the usual 
course of business. 

In an action against such a publisher, the comparative circulation 
of the periodical, and the extent to which the libel was published, 
may be proved by extracts from such periodical. 
By special legislation in some of the States, on the trial of indict- 
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KED HILL, THE SEAT OF PATRICK HENRT, 
CHAKLOTTE COTINTT, VA. 



A Lien is a right which the pos- 
sessor of property, or one having 
_-»^ some claim thereupon, has in law 
to hold the same against the 
general owner, in satisfaction of 

Lis claim or demand. 
As the various States of the Union have made provisions in their 

Statutes as to the classes of persons who are entitled to liens, and 

the modes of securing and enforcing the same, a summary of such 

provisions is here given for general information. 



Alabama. — Any person furnishing labor, materials, or stores 'or 
any vessel, by order of the captain, or master of the same, has a 
lien upon such vessel. To enforce it, he must institute an action 
against the vessel within thirty days from the accruing of the lieu. 

Any person contracting to put up any building, has a lieu" upon 
the same and the land connected therewith, until the amount speci- 
■ fied in the contract is fully paid. To enforce it, the contract, or an 
attested copy thereof, must be recorded in the office of the Clerk of 
the County Court within thirty days after the completion of the 
building. 



Aekansas. — Any person laboring upon^ or furnishing materials 
for the construction, alteration, or repairs of any building to the 
amount of one hundred dollars, has a lien therefor upon such build- 
ing, and the land connected with it, not exceeding two acres. To 
make it valid, he must file with the Clerk of the Circuit Court, for 
13 (193) 
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the County in which the property is situate, a correct and attested 
account of his claim ; and it continues in force for only one year 
after the completion of the building, unless an action is meanwhile 
commenced upon it. 

California. — Any person laboring upon, or furnishing labor or 
materials for the construction, alteration, or repairs of any wharf 
or building, has a lien therefor upon the same, together with the 
land set out at the time of the contract for the use of such building. 
Sub-contractors, mechanics and laborers, must notify the owner in 
writing of the particulars of their claims, and, that they hold him 
liable for the same ; the owner being held liable upon such claims, 
to the extent of his indebtedness to their employer at the time such 
notice is served upon him. After the service of such notice, such 
sub-contractor, mechanic, or laborer, must present to the employer 
a copy of the same for his endorsement thereon. If he endorse, then 
the owner shall pay the amount of his indebtedness to the employer 
to such sub-contractor, mechanic, or laborer, not exceeding, how- 
ever, the amount of the claims, relative to which such specific notice 
has been given. If the owner fail to pay the same, such sub-con- 
tractor, mechanic, or laborer, may commence suit to enforce the lien 
within thirty days after giving such notice. If the employer refuse 
hit endorsement, the sub-contractor, mechanic or laborer, must 
commence a snit against him to establish such claim, or the lien is 
lost ; and, if he obtain judgment in such suit, he must, in order to 
preseive his lien, commence an action against the owner, within 
thirty t'ays after .such judgment, for the amount of the same, if such 
amount be then due from the owner to the employer; if not then 
due, he must file a notice of such claim and judgment in the Re- 
cordei-'s Office of the proper County, and commence his action 
against the owner within thirty days after such amount is due. The 
owner may set off the amount of such judgment in any action brought 
against him by the contractor, or person otherwise entitled to re- 
ceive the same under the contract. 

Any mechanic making, altering, or repairing any article of per- 
sonal property, at the request of the owner, has a lien upon it and 
may retain possession of the same till the price agreed upon be paid ; 
if not paid within two months, he may sell the same at public auc- 
tion, after giving three weeks notice by advertisement in some 
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newspaper of the proper County ; or, if no newspaper be published, 
then by posting 'notices of such sale in three of the most public 
places of the proper town. Any excess over the amount due and 
costs, arising from such sale, is to be paid to the owner of the 
article. 

Connecticut.— Any person furnishing labor or materials for the 
construction of any building to the amount of twenty-five dollars or 
upward, has a lien upon the same, and the land upon which it is 
situate, which takes precedence of all subsequent liens ; and the 
premises bound thereby may be foreclosed by the holder of the lien 
in the same manner as by a mortgagee. The lien ceases in sixty 
days, unless the person holding have meanwhile filed v/ith the proper 
Town Clerk a written statement of the amount of his claim, the date 
of its commencement, and an intelligible description of the premises 
affected by it ; which statement is recorded by such Clerk with deeds 
of land. Such lien is good against all subsequent claims by other 
parties. 

Delaware.- — Any person furnishing labor or materials for con- 
structing, altering, or repairing any building, has a lien thereon to 
the amount of the claim as agreed upon, which takes precedence of 
all subsequent attachments. To enforce it, the claimant must notify 
the owner of the amount claimed by him to be due, and of his inten- 
tion to claim the benefit of such lien ; the owner being authorized, 
upon proof of its correctness, to pay the amount and deduct the 
same from his indebtedness to the contractor. 

Florida. — Any person furnishing labor or materials for the con- 
struction, alteration, or repairs of any building, has a lien upon the 
same and the necessary land therewith connected, until the amount 
agreed upon is fully paid. Day-laborers in such cases,,, also, have 
a lien thereon to the same extent. To enforce it, a true" accouot of 
what is due after the allowance of all credits, verified by the oath of 
the claimant or some other person, together with a correct descrip- 
tion of the property bound, must be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court of the proper county, within six months after 
the performance of the work or the furnishing of the materials. 
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Persons furnishing materials for constructing, or stores and pro- 
visions for a vessel, or performing any labor or service thereon, have 
a lien upon such vessel, which takes precedence of all others, if suit 
to enforce it be brought within twenty days from the accruing of 
E'jch lien. 

Georgia. — Persons furnishing wood for fuel, provisions, labor, or 
materials, for the construction of any kind of vessels, have a lien 
therefor upon the same, if legal proceedings to collect their claims 
be commenced within twelve months from the accruing of such 
claim. 

For -the construction, alteration, or repairs of any building, any 
person has a lien upon the same, if, at any time within three months 
of its completion, he file a bill of particulars of his claim in the 
Clerk's Office of the proper county. To enforce it, he must com- 
mence suit against the owner of the property for the amount of his 
claim within twelve months from the time the debt is due. 

Illinois. — Any person laboring on, or furnishing labor or mate- 
rials for the construction, alteration, or repairs of any building, has 
a lien therefor upon such building, and the lot or tract of land upon 
which it stands. To enforce it, suit must be commenced within six 
months from the time the last payment therefor is due. Landlords, 
also, have a lien for arrearages of rent, upon all crops, of their 
tenants, whether the same be already grown, or in course of growth. 

Indiana. — Any person laboring upon, or furnishing labor or ma- 
terials for the construction, alteration, or repairs of any building, has 
a lien therefor upon the same. Any sub-contractor or laborer, 
upon notification of his claim to the owner of the property, makes 
such owner liable therefor to the extent of the owner's indebtedness 
to the contractor, not exceeding the amount of the claim, or claims, 
notified. After such notification, and the expiration of sixty days 
from the completion of the building, alteration, or repairs, or the 
furnishing of supplies therefor, the holder of the lien must file a 
notice of his intention to claim the benefit of such lien, together 
with the particulars of his claim, in the Recorder's office of the 
proner county. 

Any person laboring on, or furnishing labor or materials, for the 
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construction, alteration, or repairs of any vessel, or supplying stores, 
provision, wood or coal for fuel for the same, has a lien therefor 
upon the same, which takes precedence of every subsequent claim, 
except mariners' wages. 

Iowa. — Any person furnishing labor or materials for constructing, 
repairing, or altering any building, by agreement with the owner 
thereof, or with the lessee of the land upon which such building 
stands with the owner's knowledge and consent, has a lien upon 
such building, together with so much of the land necessarily con- 
nected therewith, as cannot be sold so as to avoid such lien. To 
enforce, it, suit must be brought for the amount of the claim within 
twelve months from the time of payment mentioned in the contract. 
If such suit be brought in the District Court, it must be by bill or 
petition, describing the nature and details of the contract, and the 
character and situation of the property. The execution in such a 
suit is to be levied upon the property specified, no other property 
being liable for satisfaction of such judgment. Miners, also, have 
a lien upon a sufficient quantity of ores mined to pay any just claim 
for mining the same. 

Kentucky. — The lien laws of this State are made applicable, in 
the variety of their details, only to specific localities, and counties. 
l\x the towns of Bowling Green, Brandenburgh, Covington, Frank- 
fort, Hickman, Lexington, Lewisville, Maysville, Newport, Owens- 
boro', Paducah, Eussellville and Smithland, and the Counties of 
Calloway, Jefierson, and Marshall, any person laboring upon, or 
furnishing labor or materials for the construction, alteration, or re- 
pairs of any building, has a lien upon such building and the land 
necessarily connected with it. To make it valid, he must file the 
particulars and amount of his claim, together with an intelligible 
description of the property and its location, in the Clerk's office of 
the proper county, -within six months from the performing, or furnish- 
ing of such labor, or the supplying of such materials. In Paducah 
and some of the other towns, the lien may be enforced by com- 
mencing a suit for the amount of the claim at any time within twelve 
months from its accruing. 

Louisiana.— Any person laboring upon, or furnishing labor, or 
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supplying materials for the construction, alteration, or repairs of 
any bnilding, has a lien upon the same. If the claim be for up- 
ward of five hundred dollars, and based upon a written contract, 
suih contract or an attested copy of the same, must be filed in the 
Clerk's office of the proper Parish within thirty days after its date. 
If the claim bo for less than five hundred dollars, and not based 
upon a written contract, it is binding for only six months, unless 
meanwhile the holder has commenced an action to recover his 
claim. If the order for labor or materials be from the contractor, 
and such contractor has been paid by the owner in pursuance of the 
contract, no action as above can be commenced against the owner. 
If the contractor, however, has not been paid, the money due 
such contractor from the owner may be seized for the benefit of 
the holders of liens. 

"Workmen upon any vessel have a lien for all moneys due them 
for such labor, whether the order for it be in writing or not ; but 
the lien ceases, if the vessel is allowed to leave port without their 
eufoiciiig their liens by an action. To enforce such liens, all claims 
ami contracts for labor ormaterials must be filed in the office of the 



Malne. — Mechanics working upon a vessel, either finished or 
upon the stocks, have a lien upon such vessel until after four days 
from the time such vessel is launched and ready for sailing, and may 
secure the same by attachment, which takes precedence of all other 
attachments. 

Any person performing labor upon, or furnishing inaterials for 
the erection, alteration, or repairs of any building, by order of its 
owner, has a lien upon such building to secure the payment for such 
labor or materials, which continues for ninety days, and may be 
enforced by attachment as in the case of lions upon vessels. 

Maryland. — In this State the lien laws vary with the different 
counties. The following provisions are applicable only to Balti- 
more, and a few other counties : Any person furnishing labor or 
materials for the construction, alteration, or repairs of a buildioo-, 
has a lien therefor upon the same and the land necessarily connected 
with it, which takes precedence of all others which may subse- 
quently attach. To enforce it, a specification of the work done or 
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materials furnished, the price agreed to be paid, and a notice of inten- 
tion to claim the benefit of such lien, must be served upon the owner 
within thirty days after the performance of such labor or the furnish- 
ing of such materials, beside filing a copy of this notice in the Clerk's 
office of the county. The lien attaches from the time of such filing, 
continuing- in force for six months only, unless an action has 
meanwhile been commenced to secure the collection of the claim. 

MASSACHnsETTS. — Any person furnishing labor or materials for 
the construction, alteration, repairs, or equipment of any vessel, 
has a lien therefor upon such vessel, which takes precedence of all 
other liens, except for mariners' wages. If the vessel depart from 
the port where the debt was contracted to any other port within 
the State, such lien ceases at the expiration of twenty days from 
her departure ; and in no case does the lien continue after the vessel 
reaches any port out of the State. 

Persons performing labor upon, or furnishing materials for, the 
construction, alteration, or repairs of a building, have a lien upon the 
building and the land upon which it is situate, for the same ; which 
lien is dissolved at the expiration of thirty days, unless within that 
time suit be commenced tor the recovery of the debt. Where a 
number of persons have performed labor, on a vessel or building, 
they may join in the same petition for their respective liens, and the 
same proceedings be had as in the case of individual liens. All 
such liens are enforced by petition to the Superior Court of the 
proper county. 

Michigan-. — Any person furnishing labor or materials for the 
construction, alteration, or repairs of any building, has a lien there- 
for upon such building, when such labor is done, or materials fur- 
nished, under a written contract, signed by the owner or his agent, 
and recorded in the Clerk's office of the proper county. Such lien 
ceases at the expiration of six months, unless meanwhile a suit be 
commenced to enforce it. 

Minnesota.— Any person laboring upon, or furnishing labor or 
materials for the construction, alteration, or repairs of any build- 
ing, has a lien therefor upon the same, if within thirty days from 
such employment, or labor, or the furnishing of such materials, he 
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gives notice to the owner, in writing, of such employment or far- 
nishing, and that he intends to claim the benefit of a lien. The 
lien expires at the expiration of twelve months, unless during that 
time a suit be commenced to enforce payment of the claim. 

Mississippi.— Any person furnishing labor or materials for con- 
structing, altering, or repairing any building, upon --^ written con- 
tract, has a lien for the same upon such building ; to enforce which, 
he must have the contract, or a, true copy of it, recorded in tlie 
office of the Clerk of the Court of Probates for the proper county. 
If there is no written contract, and the claim is for labor performed, 
or materials furnished by order of the contractor, then such laborer, 
or furnisher of materials, must, within thirty daj's after commencing 
such labor, or furnishing such material^, serve upon the owner of 
the property a statement of the particulars of his claim. To en- 
force the lien, an action for the recovery of the claim must be com- 
menced within six months from the accruing of the claim. 

Missouri. — Any person laboring upon, or furnishing labor or 
materials for, the construction, alteration, or repairs of any building, 
has a lien upon such building and the land necessarily connected 
with it, not exceeding five hundred square feet. Contractors must 
file in the office of the Circuit Court of the proper county, an attested 
account of their claim against the owner, together with an intelligi- 
ble description of the property, within six months after the work is 
done, or the materials furnished. Sub-contractors must notify the 
owners of their intention to furnish labor or materials, and the esti- 
mated cost thereof; and after the amount is settled with the con- 
tractors, must file in the same office, within ten days, a copy of such 
settlement, together with a correct description of the property 
charged with the lien ; which lien binds the property for only twelve 
months after the completion of the building, unless during that time 
buit be commenced to enforce the payment of the claim. The 
owner is not allowed to settle with the contractor, until the liens of 
the sub-contractor are satisfied and discharged. 

New Hampshire. — Any person performing labor on a building, 
or furnishing materials for the construction, alteration, or repairs 
of the same, has a lien thereon for thirty days, if the order or con- 
tract therefor bo in writing, and a true copy tliereof left wiHi tlio 
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proper Town Clerk. Such lien may be secured by attachment, 
which takes precedence of all other attachments, except any prior 
mortgage which may have been upon the land on which the building 
is placed. 

Any person furnishing labor or materials for the construction, 
alteration, or repairs of any vessel, has a lien for the same upon such 
vessel for the space of four days after such vessel is finished ; which 
lien may be secured by attachment, taking precedence of all other 
claims, except for mariners' wages. 

New Jersey. — Any person furnishing labor or materials for con- 
structing, altering, or repairing any building, has a lien upon the 
same, together with the lot upon which it stands ; to render which 
lien binding, he must file specifications of the work contracted to 
be performed, or materials to be furnished, with the price of the 
same, in the office of the Clerk of the proper county, (or, if it be a 
written contract, a true copy of it must be filed,) and serve a notice 
thereof, personally, on such owner, or his agent, within fifteen days 
after making such contract, or furnishing such labor or materials. 
The lien attaches from the time of filing such specification, and the 
service of the notice, and continues in force for six months after the 
completion of the building; previous to the expiration of which 
period the holder of the lien must commence an action against the 
owner of the property to enforce payment of the claim. When a 
contractor refuses to pay any workman employed by him to perform 
labor on such building, or the grounds therewith connected, such 
workman may give written notice of such refusal, together with a 
statement of the amount of his claim, to the owner of the property, 
who is authorized, upon receipt of such notice, to pay the amount 
due to the workman, and retain the same out of the amount due 
from him to such contractor. If a number of workmen present their 
claims in this way to the owner, the total of such claims must not 
exceed the amount of the contract. If the owner refuses to pay 
such claims, the building may be sold for their payment ; if it do not 
sell for enough to satisfy such claims, each creditor receives a sum 
proportional to his claim. The steps necessary to bring about such 
sale must be taken within one year from the time the labor is ren- 
dered, or the materials furnished. 
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New York. — Any person performing labor upon, furnishing ma- 
terials for constructing, altering, or repairing, or supplying stores or 
provisions for, or supplying persons to watch at night while in port, 
any vessel, has a lien for the same upon such vessel, which has pre- 
cedence over all others, except those for mariners' wages. Such 
lien ceases after the expiration of twelve days from the departure of 
Buch vessel from the port where the debt was contracted, for some 
other port within the State ; and in all cases, after the vessel has 
left the State. 

Any person furnishing labor or materials for constructing, alter- 
ing, or repairing any building, has a lien thereupon for the value of 
the sum agreed upon for the same, to the extent of the right, title, 
and interest in, of, and to the same by his employer ; if he deposit 
with the proper County Clerk specifications of the work contracted 
to be performed, or materials to be furnished, with the price agreed 
upon for the same. This lien takes effect from the time of such 
deposit, and continues valid for twelve months. Any laborer per- 
forming labor for a contractor may, within thirty days after its per- 
formance, and a claim to have a lien therefor, deliver to the owner 
or his agent a written statement, signed by himself and the con- 
tractor, of the amount due for such labor ; which amount the owner 
may pay and treat as a payment made by him on his contract with 
the contractor. If the contractor refuses to sign, he may take legal 
proceedings against him to procure a settlement of the amount due. 

North Carolina. — Any person repairing, altering, or constructing 
any building under a written contract, signed in the presence of two 
attesting witnesses, has a legal lien upon such building for the term 
of three years after filing such contract in a Court of Record. Such 
lien does not, however, impair or take precedence of any prior lien, 
nor does it continue valid for any longer term than the above, unless 
proceedings be in the meantime commenced to enforce the payment 
of the claim. 

Ohio.— Any laborer upon, or furnisher of labor or materials for, 
the construction, alteration, or repairs of any building, has a lien for 
the same upon such building and the land necessarily connected 
therewith. To render the lien valid, he must deliver to the owner 
an attested statement of the particulars of the claim remaiuiu" 
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unpaid, -within four months from the performance of such labor, or 
furnishing of such materials ; after which, if the account be that of a. 
mechanic or laborer, the owner is authorized to pay him the same and 
deduct it from the amount due from himself to the contractor. If 
the owner fails or refuses to pay the account, or if the statement be 
that of a contractor, or sub-contractor, the correctness of such claim 
p-ud the failure or refusal of the owner to pay the same, must be 
sworn to, and the account and afSdavits filed in the oflSce of the 
Kecorder of the proper county, in which case the lien remains upon 
the building and land for two years from the commencement of such 
labor, or the furnishing of such labor or materials. Any suit brought 
■within such two years, continues the lien till the rendering of judg- 
ment therein. 

Pennsylvania, — Every building, together with the ground cov- 
ered by it, and so much adjacent, belonging to the same owner, as 
is necessary for the purposes of the building, erected within the 
State, is subject to a lien for the payment of all debts contracted for 
work done, or materials furnished for or about the erection or con- 
struction of the same. This lien exists in favor of plumbers, paper- 
hangers, curbstone for the pavement (in Philadelphia), wharf-buildevs 
and all concerned in the construction of wharves, gas-fitters and 
furnishers, persons erecting grates and furnaces; and affects, also, 
every fixture in and about iron mines and works, and to every bridge 
and building where work is done or materials furnished in the con- 
struction of such fixture, in and about mines and iron-works, bridge, 
or building, for any corporate body, or contractor in the employ of 
such body, (in the Counties of Columbia and Elk) ; the improve- 
ments, machinery, and fixtures, erected by tenants of coal lease 
estates on lands of others, in favor of all mechanics and material- 
men doing work and furnishing materials therefor (in the County of 
Schuylkill) ; and to every steam-engine, coal-breaker, or parts thereof, 
pump or hoisting gearing, fixtures or machinery in and about mills 
of any kind, or iron or coal works or mines. This lien takes pre- 
cedeuoe^of all subsequently attaching, if properly enforced ; to do 
which, a statement of the claim and of the agreement upon which 
it is founded must be filed in the Office of the Prothonotary of the 
Court of Common Pleas of the proper county, otherwise the lien 
continues but for six months. If filed, it remains in force for I've 
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years from such filing, and may be again renewed by giving the 
owner notice of the holder's intention to apply for that purpose. 

Ships and vessels of all kinds built, repaired, or fitted within the 
State, are subject to a lien for all debts contracted by the masters 
or owners thereof, for work done, or materials found or provided in 
the building, repairing, fitting, furnishing, or equipping the same, 
in preference to any other debt due from the owners thereof, con- 
tinuing till the time such ship or vessel departs upon the next voyage 
after such debts were contracted. This lien may be enforced by 
libel, attachment, and sale, as in proceedings in Admiralty. All 
ships, steamboats and vessels navigating the Allegheny, Mononga- 
hela, or Ohio rivers in the State, are subject to a lien for wages due 
to employees for work and labor done, or services rendered on 
board ; for debts contracted for materials and labor in building, re- 
pairing, fitting, furnishing, or equipping ; for bills, bonds, notes, etc., 
given for wages, materials, or labor ; for wharfage or anchorage dues ; 
and for damages arising from breach of any contract of affreight- 
ment or transportation, or injuries or damages done to person or 
property by the owners, agent, consignees, etc. 

The lien protects no more than three months' wages, and suit 
must be commenced therefor within si,\ty days from the time such 
three months' wages are due ; if less is due, then within sixty days 
from the time the contract terminates. In the other cases, suit 
must be instituted within two years after the date of the last item iu 
the accounts upon which the action is brought. 

RuoDB Island. — Any person furnishing labor or materials for 
constructing, altering, or repairing, on written contract with the 
owner or his agent, any building, canal, turnpike, railroad, or other 
improvement, has for the same a lien, which takes precedence of 
all subsequent liens ; the building, or other improvement, with the 
land upon which it is situate, being held for four months only from 
the completion of the work, unless in the mean time process be com- 
menced to enforce payment of the debt. Persons performing labor 
on any such building or other improvement, have no lien upon the 
same, unless within thirty days after commencing the work, they 
give notice in writing to the owner, that such work is commenced 
by them, and that they intend to claim the benefit of a lien ; which 
lion also ceases within four months from the serving of such notice, 
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unless legal steps be taken in the mean time to secure the payment 
of the claim. 

South Cakolina. — Any person constructing, altering, repairing, 
or furnishing materials for any building, has a lien upon the same ; 
provided an agreement, stating the particulars of the work to be 
done, or the materials to be furnished, and a general description of 
the premises, signed by the contractor and the owner in the presence 
of one or more attesting witnesses, be filed in the office of the Ee- 
gister of mesne conveyances for the proper district; such lien con- 
tinuing for three years from such filing. 

Tennessee. — -Any person laboring upon, or furnishing labor or 
materials for the construction, alteration, or repairs of any building, 
has a lien for the same upon such building for one year after the 
performance of such labor, or furnishing of labor or materials, and 
till the decision of any suit which may be commenced within that 
time, on account of such lien. 

To render such a lien binding, the claimant must give to the 
owner, or his legal representative, a written notice of his claim as 
such legal lien-holder, at the time the work is commenced, or the 
materials furnished. Persons laboring upon, or furnishing materials 
for constructing, altering, fitting, or repairing any vessel, or stores 
or provisions for the same, have a lien for the same upon such 
vessel ; to make which binding, an action must be instituted by the 
holder fo.r the amount of his claim, within three months from the 
rendering of the services, furnishing the materials, or supplying the 
stores, 

Texas. — Any person furnishing labor or materials for the con- 
struction, alteration, or repairs of any building, except in incorpo- 
rated cities, has a lien upon the building and the land upon which 
it stands, for the same, in the nature of a mortgage, until the amount 
due for such services or materials be fully paid. The contract for 
the same, or a copy thereof, must be recorded in the Clerk's Office 
of the proper county, within thirty days after its execution. Any 
person performing labor upon such building, or the grounds neces- 
sarily connected with it, for a delinquent contractor, may present 
an attested statement of the value of such labor to the owner, who 
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is authorized to pay tbe same aud deduct it from his own iudebted- 
ness to the contraotor. 

Vbemont. — Any person furnishing labor or materials for the con- 
struction, alteration, or repairs of any vessel, has a lien upon such 
vessel uutil four days after its completion. Any person so con- 
nected with the construction, etc., of a building, has a lien upon it 
and the lot upon which it stands, for ninety days after its comple- 
tion. The lien, in both cases, may be enforced by attachment, 
taking precedence of all other attachments. 

YiEGTNiA. — Any person furnishing labor or materials for the con- 
struction of a building, has a lien for the same both upon the build- 
ing and the land connected with it, which ceases at the end of six 
months, if the holder does not, during that time, commence an action 
to recover his claim ; if he docs, aud the lien is established, the 
court may sell the owner's interest in the house aud land to satisfy 
the contractor's claim. 

"WiscoNsix. — Any person laboring upon, or furnishing materials 
for the construction, alteration, or repairs of, any building, has 
tliercfor a lien upon such building and the land attached to it, for 
twelve months, if such land do not exceed forty acres in quantity, 
or, if within the limit of any city, town, or village-plot, one acre; 
such lien having precedence of all other liens subsequent to such 
construction, alteration, or repairs. Sub-contractors must, within 
thirty days after performing such labor or furnishing such materials, 
give notification to the owner, or their lien for the same ccasea. 
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AtABAMA. — Actions on debt, or simple 
contract, must be commenced within six 
years ; on open accounts, within three 
years ; on judgments, twenty years. 

Arkansas. — Actions on promissory 
notes, within five years after the cause 
of action accrues ; upon sealed instru- 
ments, judgments, and decrees, ten years ; 
actions of accounts, tliree years. No exception in favor of non- 
residents ; but when a debtor absconds from another State into this, 
without the knowledge of his creditor, the latter may commence 
suit, within the time limited, after he learns the residence of such 
absconding debtor. 

Acknowledgments, to take a case out of the operation of the 
statute, must be in writing. 



BIRTH-PLACE OF HENRY OLAY, 
HANOVER COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 1777, 



Califoenia. — Actions on contracts, obligations, or liabilities,.iiot 
founded upon a written instrument, (except actions on open aocoun'ts 
for goods, wares and merchandise,) within ten years; on open ac- 
counts, within one year ; on judgments, five years ; written con- 
tracts, /our years. 

Every acknowledgment or promise, to, take the case out of the 
operation of the statute, must be in writing, signed by the party to 
be charged with it. 

OoNNBOTicuT. — Actions on negotiable notes, book-accounts, and 
contracts not under seal, (except promissory notes not negotiable,) 
in six years ; on bonds, contracts under seal, and promissory notes 
not negotiable, in seventeen years ; upon express contracts not in 

(29T) 
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writing, of trespass, and io the case for words spoken, in three years. 
The time during which the defendant is out of the State is not 
reolioned. 

Delaware. — Actions on notes, within six years ; on accounts, 
within three years from the accruing of the cause. In case of mu 
tual and running accounts, the limitation does not begin while the 
account continues open. 

Florida. — Actions upon notes, within five years from maturity ; 
on book-accounts, for goods sold, within five years from their de- 
livery and the charge. In suits against administrators upon open 
accounts, every item due^ye years before the death of the decedent 
is stricken out. 

GrEORMA. — Actioos for the recovery of land, within seven years ; 
on notes and instruments in writing, not under seal, in six years ; on 
instruments under seal, twenty years ; on open accounts, within /our 
years ; on foreign judgments, in five years. 

Illinois. — Actions upon notes, accounts, or simple contracts, 
within yiye years after the accruing of the cause of action ; on judg- 
ments, within twenty years. Endorsers, negotiating paper in this 
State, are not liable as such, until the maker is pursued to insol- 
vency ; such paper need not be protested ; to fix the endorser, the 
maker must be sued at the first court after the paper matures. 

Indiana. — Actions on accounts, and contracts not in writing, 
within six years ; upon contracts in writing, and judgments of Courts 
of Record, twenty years. 

Iowa. — Actions upon judgments of a Court of Record, within 
twenty years ; on written contracts, or judgments of a Justice of the 
Peace, ten years. An admission that the debt is unpaid, and a new 
promise to pay, revives the cause. 

KENTncKT. — Actions upon judgments or decrees, within fifteen 
years from the date of the last execution regularly issued upon 
them ; on bills of exchange, checks, drafts, orders, promissory notes, 
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or accounts concerning the trade of merchandise between merchant 
and merchant, or their agents, within five years ; on accounts for 
goods sold and delivered, or tor articles charged in store accounts, 
within one year ; the limitations in such actions to be computed from 
the first day of January next after the respective dates or times of 
delivery of the several articles charged in the account ; and judg- 
aent to be rendered for the amount of such articles as were actually 
charged or delivered within the year preceding the commencement 
of the action. 

Louisiana. — Actions upon bills of exchange and notes payable to 
order or bearer, (except bank notes,) within fire years from matu- 
rity ; on open accounts, within three years ; mortgages must be re- 
inscribed within ten years. 

Maine. — Actions upon sealed instruments, within twenty years ; 
of debt or contract, not under seal, or upon any liability, within six 
years ; the last provision not applying to actions on promissory 
notes, signed before an attesting witness, or on bills, etc., issued 
by banks. 

Maryland. — Actions upon sealed instruments, within twelve 
years after maturity ; on open accounts, notes and the like, within 
three years. 

Massachusetts. — Actions upon notes or accounts, within six 
years from the accruing of the cause of action ; except on promis- 
sory notes signed in the presence of an attesting witness, if the 
action be brought by the original payee, his executor or administra- 
tor ; or on bills, notes, or other evidences of indebtedness issued by 
banks. In all actions of debt and assumpsit brought to secure a 
balance due upon a mutual and open account, the cause of action 
is considered as accruing at the date of the last item in such ac- 
count. Acknowledgments or promises, to control the operation of 
the statute, must be in writing, and signed by the party to be 
charged thereby. 

Michigan. — For debt not under seal, (except bills or notes issued 
by banks,) within six years ; no promise or acknowledgment con- 
14 
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trols the operation of the statute, unless made by, or contained in 
some writing. A payment made, constitutes a new promise. 

Minnesota.— Actions for the recovery of real property, or for its 
possession, within twenty years ; judgments or decrees of United 
States Courts or State Courts, ten years ; on contracts, and tres- 
passes upon real property, six years. Absence of defendant from 
the State, infancy, insanity, marriage of a woman, or imprisonment 
for less than life, are not computed. After the return of an absent 
defendant, an action may be commenced within the time limited ; 
but the period within which the action must be brought, in case of 
the above disabilities, cannot be extended for more than five years, 
except in the case of infancy ; nor, in any case, for a longer time 
than one year after the disability ceases. 

Mississippi. — Actions on notes under seal, within serven years ; on 
promissory notes, six years ; on accounts, three years ; between mer- 
chant and merchant, founded on account, within four years after 
the accruing of the right of action ; claims against estates of dece- 
dents must be presented to executors or administrators in ten years 
from the publication of the creditors ; suits on such claims cannot 
be brought till nine months after grant of letters testamentary, or 
of administration. 

Missouri. — Actions on a writing, sealed or unsealed, for the 
direct payment of money or property, within ten years ; on contracts, 
express or implied, except on judgments or decrees of Courts of 
Eecord, within ^t;e years. Bonds, judgments, and decrees are pre- 
sumed, after the lapse of twenty years, to have been paid ; such pre- 
sumption being liable to be overcome by proof of part payment 
within such time, or written acknowledgment of indebtedness. A 
written promise is necessary, to revive an action on current ac- 
counts ; the cause of action accrues at the time of the last item in 
the account of the opposite party. 

New Hampshikb. — Actions on sealed instruments, judgments, etc., 
within tiventy years ; for debt, account, etc., within six years ; on 
notes secured by mortgage, at any time while the plaintiff is entitled 
to sue upon the mortgage. 
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New Jersey. — Actions to recover possession of lands and entries 
upon same, within twenty years ; of debt, or covenant for rent, upon 
any lease under seal, and actions of debt on any single bill or obli- 
gation, awarded for the payment of money 'only, within sixteen 
years ; of debt, upon any lending or contract without specialty, or 
for arrearages of rent due on a verbal lease, and actions of account, 
within six years after the cause of action accrues ; time of defend- 
ant's absence from the State, in no case taken into computation. 

New Yoke. — Action for the recovery of real property, upon 
judgments or decrees, upon sealed instruments, within twenty years ; 
upon contracts, express or implied, obligations or liabilities, within 
six years : in actions brought to recover balance on mutual ac- 
counts, the cause of action is considered as accruing from the date 
of the last item proved on either side. Acknowledgments, or 
promises, in order to take the case out of the control of the 
statute, must be in writing, and signed by the party to be charged 
thereby. 

North Carolina. — Actions of account-render, and of debt upon 
simple contracts, within three years after the cause of action 
accrues ; a promise to pay a debt barred by the statute does not 
revive the same, unless, at the time of the promise, the precise 
amount then due, both principal and interest, be distinctly men- 
tioned. 

Ohio.— Actions for the recovery of real estate must be brought 
within twenty-one years ; for forcible entry and detainer, within two 
years after cause ; on specialties, or any agreements, contracts, 
or written promises, within fifteen years; on contracts not in 
writing, express or implied, s^■a; years ; acknowledgments or promises 
must be in writing, and signed by the party to be charged thereby, 
in order to revive the cause of action. 

Pennsylvania.— Actions on promissory notes, bills of exchange, 
or acknowledgments under the hand of the party of a subsisting de- 
mand, within six years ; payment is presumed of all instruments 
under seal, after the lapse of twenty years. 
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Ehode Island. — Actions upon sealed instruments, within twenty 
years from the accruing of the cause of action ; on accounts and 
simple contracts, within six years. 

South Oakolina.— Actions for debts, etc. (not applicable to 
sealed instruments,) within four years ; seven years' title to lands 
or possessions, good; rights to secure land, may be prosecuted 
within ten years ; in administrators' accounts, sealed obligations are 
paid in full, in preference to simple contracts. 

Tennessee. — Actions upon contracts for payment of money, not 
under seal, within six years ; of account, detinue, replevin, &c., 
within three years ; sixteen years' lapse of time, raises a presump- 
tion of payment of sealed instruments. A promise to pay, either 
express or implied, takes the case out of the control of the statute. 
In suits to enforce collections against estates of decedents, non- 
residents are allowed three years ; residents, two years. An en- 
dorser cannot be sued alone after three years from the maturity of 
the note ; if sued with the maker, at any time within six years. 

Texas. — Actions of debt upon contracts in writing, within four 
years from maturity ; on open accounts, within two years — each 
item being barred two years from its charge ; acknowledgments, to 
take the case out of the statute, must be in writing, and signed by 
the party to be charged. 

Vermont. — Actions of debt, or contracts of account, within six 
years ; on promissory notes, signed in the presence of an attesting 
witness, witljin fourteen years after the accruing of the cause of 
action ; of debt, or scire facias on judgments, within eight years 
from the entry of judgment. 

Virginia. — Actions to recover land and entries upon the same, 
within fifteen years ; on contracts under seal, (except indemnifying 
bonds taken under statute, or bonds of any fiduciary or public ofii- 
cer,) within twenty years ; the excepted cases, within tei years ; on 
awards, or contracts in writing not sealed, within five years ; for 
articles charged in store accounts, within two years ; upon all other 
contracts, within five years ; in actions of account-render, or for 
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the settlement of partnership accounts, within five years from a ces- 
sation of dealings ; personal actions, for which no other limitation 
is prescribed, within five years ; actions upon judgments or decrees 
of other States are governed by the statute of limitation existing 
in such States. 

Wisconsin. — Actions of debt, founded on contract or liability, 
must be commenced within six years, if the same be not under 
seal ; such provisions not to apply to actions brought upon a prom- 
issory note, signed in the presence of an attesting witness, if such 
action be brought by the payee, or his executor or administrator ; 
nor to actions brought upon any bills, notes, or other evidences of 
debt, issued by a banking corporation. 







Makkiaqb in the United States ia 
a civil contract, which may be en- 
tered into by a simple declaration 
of the contracting parties, made 
in the presence uf one or more 
witnesses, that they, the said par- 
ties, do respectively contract to be 
man and wife. 

cATOHLAWAai cmiBCH, sEAB THB viL- ^o particukr form of ceremony 

LAQE OF FONDA, H. T., EKEOTED IN 1763. jg requisite, uoT IS it imperative that 
it should be performed by a particular person ; yet, from long usage, 
and from a consciousness of the vast importance of the contract to 
the parties thereto, the ceremony is, almost universally, performed 
by, or in the presence of, a clergyman tfr'toagistrate. 

As to the proper parties to enter into this contract, it is requi- 
site : 1st, that they be willing to contract ; 2d, that they be of sound 
mind, and have arrived at the age which the law considers, as enti- 
tling them to join in such contract ; 3d, that neither of the parties, 
is married already to another, who is living, and from whom such 
party has not obtained a divorce from the bonds of matrimony ; and 
4th, that the parties are not related by consanguinity or affinity 
within the degrees prohibited by the laws of the State in which the 
knarriage is consummated. 

Idiots, lunatics, and infants under the age of consent (which, in 
(214) 
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mcil of the States, is fourteen years for maies, and twelve for 
females ; in Massachusetts, seventeen for males, and fourteen for 
fem&les ; and in Ohio, males eighteen, and females fourteen ;) are 
therefore incompetent to enter into this relation. 

As to the third qualification mentioned above, it is to be 
remarked, that most of the States have made provision for cases 
in which the husband or wife having been absent for a certain num- 
ber of years, (in Pennsylvania, two ; in some of the other States, 
seven;) the other party, upon an apparently well-founded rumor of 
the decease of the absent party, marries again : in such oases, it is 
at the option of the party returning to claim the former husband 
or wife, or to have a divorce and suffer the latter marriage to prevail. 

In Connecticut and Maine, parties intending to marry are re- 
quired by statute to record a notice of such intent with the proper 
town-clerk, for at least three weeks : at the expiration of which 
time, no objection being made thereto, such clerk gives a certificate 
to that effect, and a clergyman or magistrate is thereupon em- 
powered to perform the ceremony. 

In Massachusetts the statute requires, that parties intending mar- 
riage shall previously obtain from the proper city or town-clerk, n, 
certificate of their respective names, occupations, ages, birth- 
places, and residences ; upon receipt of which, any clergyman or 
magistrate is authorized to perform the ceremony. 

In Connecticut, Maine, and Massachusetts, the consent of the 
parents or guardians is required, before the proper officer is author- 
ized to act ; if the male is under twenty-one years, or the female 
under eighteen ; in Indiana, Kentucky, New Hampshire, New Jer- 
sey, and New York, (or, indeed, in most of the States,) such consent 
is required, if the female is under fourteen years ; and penalties are 
imposed upon clergymen or magistrates for performing the cere- 
mony, in such cases, without such consent. 

The validity of a marriage is determined by the law of the place 
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where it was celebrated ; if valid there, it is valid everywhere ; the 
only exception being marriages forbidden by the public law of a 
country from motives of policy, such as polygamy, etc., and those 
celebrated, in foreign countries by subjects, entitling themselves, 
under special circumstances, to the benefit of the laws of their 
own country. 

For civil purposes, cohabitation, common reputation, or the ad- 
missions of the parties themselves, constitute sufBoient evidence of 
marriage. 

DowEK. — Every man-ied woman, except in California and Indiana 
(where dower has been abolished), is entitled, in the event of her sur- 
viving her husband, to the use of one-third of all his real estate, (in 
Connecticut, one-third of all of which he dies seized,) during hex 
natural life ; which interest is called her dower. 

Where she is so entitled, the wife must join in every conveyance 
of real estate made by the husband during his life, in order to en- 
able him to give to his grantee a perfect title. 

All liens and incumbrances against such estate must first be dis- 
charged ; her dower vesting only in what remains. 

A wife under twenty-one years of age cannot bind herself by 
deed or contract, so as to preclude herself from her right to dower; 
but may, on attaining her majority, ratify or annul such deed or 
contract, at her own option. 

The widow's dower set apart by the husband, cannot be sold at 
his death, to satisfy his debts. 

The Wife's Bight in Pkoperty. — At common law, uncon- 
trolled by statutory regulations, the husband, by marriage, becomes 
possessed of the property of the wife, and it is thenceforth subject 
to his control. Many of the States, at a comparatively early period, 
by special legislation, allowed the intended wife to convey her estate 
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prior to marriage to trustees for her use during life, free from the 
control of her hu^and or the interference of his creditors. ]\Iore 
recently, many of the States have infringed upon the principles of the 
common law to a still greater extent, and now allow the wife.not only 
the exclusive use and enjoyment of all property which may belong 
to her at time of marriage, but also all which may by deed, gift, 
or davise come to her. The principal provisions of the various 
States which have so legislated will be found collected below. It is 
important to remember, that in all the States which have passed 
what are commonly known as " Married Women's Acts," the pro- 
visions of these acts, relative to the particular formalities requisite 
to enable the wife to hold her property, must be strictly observed. 

In Delaware, Georgia, New Jersey, and South Carolina, the prin- 
ciples of the common law have not been relaxed in favor of the 
right in property of the wife. 

Alabama. — The real and personal estate of a woman at marriage, 
together with all that she may thereafter acquire by gift, devise, in- 
heritance, or purchase with her separate estate, remains her indi- 
vidual property, free from all liability for her husband's debts. Her 
personal property is liable for all debts incurred by her before mar- 
riage. The husband is a mere trustee of her property. He may use 
the rents and profits, without liability to account to the wife for the 
same. No part of the wife's personal estate can be sold, except 
with her consent and signature. Both are jointly liable for all goods 
supplied for the family, by order of either. 

Arkansas. — A woman holding property in her own right at time 
of marriage, may hold the same after marriage, free from all liability 
for debts of the husband ; as also any property which she may after- 
ward acquire by gift, bequest, inheritance, or purchase with her own 
money. If she own slaves at the time of marriage, she holds the 
natural increase of the same in like manner exempt. The husband 
cannot sell any part of the wife's personal estate, without her con- 
Bent and signature ; nor can she receive property from him after 
marriage. * 

19 
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Calitoknia, — All property, real and persoual, belonging to the 
wife at time of marriage, together with all which she may afterward 
acquire by deed, bequest, inheritance, or purchase with her own 
funds, remains her separate estate, free from all interference there- 
with on the part of her husband's creditors. Such separate estate 
is liable for all debts contracted by her for it, as also for her debts 
contract'id before marriage. Any married woman may carry on 
business in her own name ; for debts contracted in such business by 
her or her rightful agents, her personal estate is liable. At the 
death of either husband or wife, the survivor takes one-half of the 
common property (that is, property acquired by both, except by 
gift, bequest, or inheritance), and the other goes to the descendants 
of the deceased ; if no such descendants, the survivor takes the 
whole. 

Connecticut. — A wife's personal estate at marriage, and all pro- 
perty acquired by her during marriage, either by bequest, devise, 
distribution, or her own personal labor, are her separate estate, ex- 
empt from attachment for the husband's debts. The marriage vests 
the property of the wife, its rents and profits, in the husband only 
as trustee for her, and to be held to her use. Such property cannot 
be levied upon, except for debts contracted for the support of the 
wife and her children. At his death, the wife's personal property 
vests in herself, or her heirs. The husband's interest in the wife's 
property cannot be levied upon for his debts, during her life, or that 
of her children. He can sell no part of the estate, without her con- 
sent ; in case of her death, the parties in whom the estate is vested, 
must consent, and join him in the deed. 

Florida. — All property, real and personal, held in her own right 
by a woman at time of marriage, together with all which she may 
afterward acquire by gift, bequest, inheritance, or purchase with her 
own money, is her separate property, liable for no debt incurred by 
the husband. Her persoual estate is liable for her debts incurred 
before marriage. No part of the wife's estate can be conveyed, ex- 
cept by joint deed of husband and wife. A woman marrying a 
citizen, has the same rights in property as if she were actually a 
citizen ; before the death of the wife, the husband takes only a 
child's share of her estate; if she die without children, the husband, 
after payment of all debts, takes the whole property. 
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Geobqia. — The husband cannot sell the real estate of the wife 
brought to him at marriage, without her consent and signature ; 
though he may sell his real estate without her signature. 

Indiana. — All property owned by the wife at the time of mar- 
riage, and all that she may thereafter fairly acquire, by devise, be- 
quest, inheritance, or purchase, and all rents, profits, and income 
therefrom, is her separate property, free from liability for debts of 
the husband. Her personal estate is liable for her debts incurred 
before marriage. The husband can sell no part of her personal 
estate, without her consent and signature. 

Iowa. — All property, real or personal, or both, owned by the wife 
at time of marriage, and all thenceforth acquired by her, by gift, 
bequest, inheritance, or purchase from her own estate, is her separ- 
ate estate, exempt from all liability for the debts of the husband. 
Her separate estate is liable for all debts contracted by her before 
marriage. She cannot receive from the husband during marriage, 
money to purchase separate estate. A conveyance of the property 
of either, must be by their joint deed. Suits against her property 
must be brought against both jointly. The husband acts as trustee 
of the wife's separate property, and may control and use the rents, 
issues, and profits thereof, during her life-time. All property, ac- 
cumulated during marriage, in any other mode than by gift, bequest, 
or descent, is owned by both in common. For all debts for neces- 
saries for the family, the property of both is liable; but that of the 
husband must be exhausted, before levying upon that of the wife. 

Kentucky. — The real estate, chattels and slaves, with their 
natural increase, belonging to the wife at time of marriage, is ex- 
empt from attachment for the husband's debts. Her personal pro- 
perty is liable for all necessaries contracted for by both. A married 
woman residing in the State without her husband, may contract, 
sue, and be sued, as if she were unmarried. The husband is liable 
for his wife's debts contracted before marriage, only to the extent 
of the property received by liim from her at marriage. 

Louisiana. — The property owned by a wife before marriage, and 
all by her thereafter acquired, by devise, bequest, inheritance, or 
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purchase with her own money, remains her separate property. Her 
personal estate is liable for her debts before marriage. She may 
will her estate, or any part of it, without consulting her husband. 
All property acquired by husband and wife during marriage, is owned 
in common, unless otherwise agreed upon at time of marriage. Out 
of such common property the debts of the family are to be paid. 
The wife, however, having a separate estate, can neither sell nor 
mortgage such separate property, nor acquire by any title, without 
the written consent of the husband. The survivor has the use of 
the property left to the children, until they are of age, unless a dif- 
ferent provision is made by will. 

Maine. — Every woman owning any real or personal property at 
time of marriage, may hold the same as her individual property, free 
from liability for the debts of her husband. She may sell, lease, or 
otherwise dispose of such property, or devise, or bequeath the same, 
as if she were unmarried. If no will is made by her, her personal 
property descends to her heirs. A married woman, holding pro- 
perty, may prosecute a suit relative thereto in her own name, for 
her own benefit. 

Maktland.— All real estate owned by a woman at time of mar- 
riage, and all that she may acquire by gift, bequest, or inheritance 
afterward, may be held as her separate property, free, during her 
lifetime, from all liability for her husband's debts ; all slaves so 
owned or acquired by her, and all her personal earnings, not ex- 
ceeding one thousand dollars, are her own, free from all claims of 
her husband's creditors. The wife may by will devise any part of 
her separate property to her husband, or any other person ; if to 
another than the husband, the latter must endorse his assent upon 
the will ; and every such will must be executed within sixty days 
preceding her decease. 

Massachusetts. — Every married woman may hold any property 
granted to her for her separate use, without the intervention of a 
trustee ; and such property is free from liability for her husband's 
debts, and also from his control, if the deed or will conveying or 
devising such property is recorded within ninety days in the office 
for the Eegistry of Deeds for the county where the husband resides, 
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or, if lie be not a resident of the State, for the county where the 
grantor or devisor resides or resided. Such separate property, in 
order to be free from creditors of the husband, must be invested in 
public stocks, real estate, personal securities, or household furniture 
in actual use by her ; if invested in trade or commerce, it is not ex- 
empt. The -wife may devise her separate estate, but the husband 
must endorse his consent thereto upon the will, unless it is all de- 
vised to him. A will of the wife's separate estate may, at any time, 
be revoked by her, without the husband's consent. 

Michigan. — The real and personal property of the wife at time 
of marriage, as also all that she may thereafter acquire by gift, 
grant, inheritance, or devise, is her separate property, exempt from 
all attachment by her husband's creditors ; though she cannot re- 
ceive property from her husband, after marriage, to the prejudice 
of such creditors. Her personal estate is liable for all debts con- 
tracted by her before marriage. She cannot give, grant, or sell any 
part of her individual estate, without her husband's consent, except 
by permission of court. She may devise and bequeath her separate 
estate by will, as if she were unmarried. 

Mississippi. — All property, real and personal, owned by a woman 
at marriage, or acquired by her afterward, by gift, bequest, or pur- 
chase, (unless such property come to her from her husband after 
marriage,) including the slaves and their natural increase, so owned 
or acquired, is her separate property, free from liability by reason 
of his debts ; such property being liable for her debts contracted 
before marriage. 

Missouri. — All property held by a woman at time of marriage, or 
by her thereafter acquired by gift, bequest, heritage, or purchase 
with her own money, together with the rents and profits thereof, is 
her separate property, not liable for her husband's debt, or for costs 
and fines imposed upon him for violations of the statutes ; such 
property being, however, liable for her debts before marriage. The 
husband cannot sell any part of his wife's separate estate without her 
consent and signature. She cannot receive property from her husband 
after marriage, to enable him to defeat the claims of his creditors. 

New Hampshire. — Every woman possessed in her own right at 
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marriage of property, real or personal, may hoW the same to her 
separate use; may lease, sell, bequeath by will, or otherwise dispose 
of the same, as if she were unmarried ; nor is the same liable for the 
debts of the husband. A married woman, so possessed of property, 
may prosecute a suit at law in relation thereto for her own benefit 
in her own name. If a married woman die, leaving no will, her pro- 
perty, real and personal, descends to her heirs, as if she were single. 

New York. — Every woman possessed at marriage of property, 
real or personal, or both, or who may acquire property after mar- 
riage by gift (other than from her husband), devise, bequest, dis- 
tribution, or any patent of her own invention, may hold the same, 
and all rents, profits, and income thereupon, to her sole and separate 
use, free from the control of her husband, and from attachment by 
his creditors. Such separate estate, or any part of it, may be sold, 
conveyed, and devised by her, as if she were unmarried. All contracts 
between males and females in view of marriage are binding after 
marriage. A married woman has no authority to contract debts to 
be paid at any future time. 

North Carolina. — The property in land or real estate, brought 
by the wife to the husband at marriage, and all that she acquires by 
gift, will, inheritance, or otherwise, during marriage, can neither be 
sold or leased by him, without her consent, nor be attached or sold 
for his debts. 

Ohio. — All the personal property of a wife at marriage, and all that 
she may thereafter acquire by devise, bequest, or inheritance, is ex- 
empt from claims of his creditors during her life, and the lifetime 
of the children begotten of her body. The husband cannot sell any 
part of the wife's real estate, without her consentand signature. 

Pe.nxsylvaxia. — Every woman possessed at marriage of property, 
real or pprsonal, or both, or who may acquire such thereafter, either 
by gift, heritage, or her own labor, holds the same, and all rents, 
profits and income therefrom, for her own separate property, free 
from the control of her husband, and from attachment by creditors 
for his debts. A wife may dispose of her separate estate by devise 
or bequest, as if she were single. Such will must be executed in the 
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presence of at least two witnesses, of whom the husband cannot be 
one. 

If the wife have any separate property, she is responsible for her 
own debts, and for all debts incurred by authorized agents in her 
name ; also, for all wrongs or injuries done by her to others, as tres- 
passes, defamations, assaults and batteries, and the like. Her 
property is also liable for all judgments rendered against the hus- 
band for debts incurred by her, either before or after marriage, or 
for injuries to the persons or properties of others ; and must first be 
levied upon, before that of the husband can be touched. Where 
suit is brought for necessaries supplied to the family, the property 
of the husband must first be resorted to ; if that is insufficient, the 
wife's separate property may be taken, provided the wife personally 
contracted the debt, or the articles furnished were necessary for the 
support of the family of such husband and wife. The husband can- 
not mortgage, sell, or in any way incumber the wife's property, with- 
out her written consent, acknowledged before a judge of a Court of 
Common Pleas. 

Rhode Island. — Every woman possessed at marriage of property 
in her own right, or who may acquire property during marriage, by 
devise, bequest, or distribution, holds the same to her separate use, 
exempt from liability for the debts of her husband, both during his 
lifetime and after his death. 

Tennessee.— The separate estate of a wife is exempt from attach- 
ment by the husband's creditors, during her lifetime. The same 
cannot be sold by the husband, or any part of it, without her consent 
and signature. If the husband die, leaving no children, the wife is 
entitled to all the real estate, after payment of debts, to dispose of 
as she may think proper. 

Texas- All property held by a woman in her own right at time 

of marriage, and all that she may thereafter acquire, by gift, devise, 
inheritance, or purchase with her own money, remains her separate 
property, exempt from all the debts of her husband ; provided, each 
part of such property is particularly described in a schedule, as her 
separate property, and recorded in the county or counties where 
such property lies ; if, of personal property, in the county where the 



224 MARRIAGE. 

■wife resides. The wife's separate estate is liable for her debts 
incurred prior to marriage. The husband cannot sell, convey, or 
dispose of any part of the wife's estate, without her consent to the 
same. The wife has a common interest in all property acquired 
during marriage (except it be acquired by gift, devise, or inheritance), 
and such common property may be sold by the husband without her 
consent, and is liable to be attached and sold by creditors for his 
debts. 

Vermont. — Every woman possessed at marriage in her own right 
of real or personal property, may hold the same to her separate use, 
together with all property that she may acquire during marriage by 
gift, devise, or purchase with her own money ; and all such property 
is exempt from liability for her husband's debts. The wife cannot, 
however, sell or convey any part of such estate without the consent 
of her husband, who must join her in the deed. She may, however, 
devise the same, or any part, to her heirs. 

ViRQiNiA. — Though the wife has no separate property, she has, 
as widow, in addition to her dower of one-third of all the real estate, 
one-third of the husband's personal property ; having, however, in 
slaves, only a life interest. If there are no children, she is entitled 
to the slaves and other personal property brought by her to her 
husband at marriage, and preserved in kind ; if the husband left no 
issue by any former marriage, to onc-luilf the remaining personal 
property of the husband, taking in slaves only a life interest. 

ATisco.NsiN. — All property, real or personal, owned by a woman 
at marriage, with all which she may, during marriage, acquire, by 
gift, grant, bequest, inheritance, or purchase with her own money, 
and all rents, issues, and profits thereof, is her separate property, 
exempt from attachment by creditors of her husband, and not sub- 
ject to Ms disposal; and she may convey, dispose of, devise or 
bequeath the same, or any part thereof, as if she were unmarried. 
The husband cajinot sell, mortgage, or otherwise incumber such 
separate property, or any part thereof, without the consent and sig- 
nature of the wife ; but such property is alone liable for debts con 
tracted by her previous to marriage 
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Divorce. — A divorce is the dissolution of tte bond of matri- 
mony, or the separation of husband and wife, by the judgment of a 
court having jurisdiction thereof, or by an act of the Legislature. 

Divorces are of two kinds ; a vinculo matrimonii (from the bond 
of mttrimony), which dissolves and totally severs the marriage tie ; 
and a mensa et thoro (from bed and board), which merely separates 
the parties. 

If no constitutional provision prohibits, divorces from the bond of 
matrimony are granted by the various State Legislatures for causes 
by them deemed sufficient ; and they are also granted, except in 
Maryland, by the court to which such jurisdiction is given, and for 
the causes set forth by the particular statute. In an application 
for a divorce on the ground of adultery, the fact that the petitioner 
(called the libellant) has himself, or herself, been guilty of the same ; 
or has connived at its commission ; or has voluntarily cohabited with 
the guilty party after knowledge of the committal of such offense ; 
is, in either case, a sufficient ground for refusing to grant the divorce. 
In some of the States, where a divorce is granted upoa the ground 
of adultery, the guilty party cannot marry the paramour during the 
the lifetime of the other innocent party ; and in some, an adulteress 
so living, cannot alien her real property. A divorce from bed and 
board does not preclude the wife's right to dower. 

The causes for which either kind of divorce is granted, vary ma- 
terially in the different States. In all the States and Territories 
(excepting Utah), the following are legal grounds for a divorce from 
the bond of matrimony, viz. : all marriages within the forbidden 
degrees ; all marriages effected by force or fraud ; when the husband 
Lad another wife, or the wife another husband, at the time of mar- 
riage ; either party being under the age'of consent at the time of 
marriage ; when, at such time, either was of unsound mind, or an 
idiot ; for adultery ; and in the slave States, marriages between a 
white person and a negro or mulatto. In all the States, except 
15 
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Alabama, Conneotiout, New Jersey, New York, and Vermont, im- 
potency is also made a good ground for this kind of divorce. This 
divorce is also granted on the ground of abandonment and willful 
desertion for various periods, in every State, except Delaware and 
"Maine, (in both of which a divorce from bed and board is granted), 
Maryland, Massachusetts (where utter desertion is made a ground for 
a divorce from led and hoard), New York, North Carolina, South 
Carolina (where a divorce from bed and hoard is granted on this 
ground) and Virginia. The period required in the various States is 
as follows, viz. : for one year, in Arkansas, Florida, Indiana, Iowa, 
Minnesota, Oregon, and Wisconsin ; for two years, Illinois, Ken- 
tucky, Missouri, Pennsylvania, and Tennessee ; for three years, 
California, Connecticut, Georgia, Mississippi, New Hampshire, Ohio, 
Texas, and Vermont ; for five years, Louisiana, Michigan, New 
Jersey, and Ehode Island. 

A divorce from the bond of matrimony will also be granted where 
either party is sentenced to imprisonment, in all the States, except 
Alabama, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Kentucky, Maine, Mary- 
land, Mississippi, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Penn- 
sylvania, Khode Island, South Carolina, and Texas. The term of 
imprisonment required in the different States, is as follows, viz. : tivo 
years, in California and Georgia ; tliree years, in Michigan, Vermont, 
and "Wisconsin ; setJen years, in Massachusetts and Virginia; con- 
victed of an infamous crime, in Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, New Hampshire, Ohio, Oregon, and 
Tennessee. Such a divorce will be granted on the ground of extreme 
cruelty, in all the States, except Alabama, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Maine, Massachusetts, New Jersey, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
(inwhich States a divorce from bed and board is granted for such 
cause), Mississippi, New York, Vermont and Virginia. In Florida, 
such treatment must have continued for at least one year ; in Illinois, 
for at least tiuo years. A divorce from the bond of matrimony will 
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also be granted, on the ground of habitual drunkenness, in the fol- 
lowing States, viz. : Arkansas, (for one year), Florida, (same time), 
Illinois, (two years), Indiana, Iowa, Louisiana, Minnesota, [one 
year), Missouri, [two years), New Hampshire, [three years), Oregon, 
(contracted since marriage), Ehode Island and Wisconsin, [one 
year previous to petition) ; in Georgia, North Carolina, and South 
Carolina, a divorce from bed and board is granted for this cause. 
In addition to the above grounds, a divorce from the bond of matri- 
mony will be granted in the respective States, and for the causes, as 
follows, viz. : Arkansas, personal indignities which render life bur- 
densome ; California, neglect to provide for the wife for three years ; 
Connecticut, where either party has been unheard of for seven years ; 
Florida, habitual indulgence of violent and ungovernable temper for 
one year ; Georgia, pregnancy of wife at time of marriage without 
husband's knowledge ; Indiana, neglect by the husband to provide 
suitably for the wife, and for any other cause than the above-enume- 
rated, which the court may deem sufficient ; Iowa, when it is evident 
that the parties cannot live in peace and happiness together, and, 
that their welfare requires a separation ; Louisiana, when either 
party has been summoned to return to the common dwelling within 
one year previous to the application for divorce, or when either 
party, having committed an infamous crime, has fled from justice ; 
Michigan, when the husband neglects to provide the wife with suf- 
ficient means of support ; Missouri, endangering the life of the libel- 
lant, personal indignities which make life burdensome, or vagrancy 
on the part of the husband ; New Hampshire, when either party 
joins a sect which professes to believe the relation of husband and 
wife to be unlawful, and refuses for three years to cohabit with the 
libellant, or when for the same space of time, the husband refuses 
to make sufficient provision for the wife ; Ohio, for gross neglect of 
duty ; Oregon, personal indignities, rendering life burdeusome, or 
neglect of the husband for one year to provide the wife a home and 
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the ordinary necessaries of life ; Pennsylvania, attempfing the life 
of the libellant, or personal indignities, making life burdensome ; 
Rhode Island, refusal or neglect of the husband to provide a suit- 
able support for the wife, or gross misbehavior contrary to, and in 
violation of the marriage contract ; Tennessee, where the wife, if 
white, at the time of marriage is pregnant with a black child, oi 
when the husband has moved into the State and become a citizen, 
and the wife refuses to accompany and live with him ; Texas, out- 
rages and excesses which make life burdensome and insupportable; 
Vermont, when either party has been unheard of for some years, or 
when the husband neglects or refuses to provide for the wife. 

In New York, no divorce from the bond of matrimony is 
granted, except upon the ground of adultery. 

In Florida and Iowa, no divorces from bed and board are granted. 

Besides the causes heretofore mentioned, a divorce from bed and 
board will be granted, in the various States, for the respective 
causes hereafter specified, to wit : Connecticut, personal indignities 
rendering life burdensome ; Georgia, incompatibility of temper, or 
such causes other than those before named, which, in the opinion 
of the court, entitle the libellant to such divorce ; Maine, neglect to 
provide suitable support for the wife ; Massachusetts, for like causes ; 
New Jersey, same cause ; North Carolina, extravagance of the hus- 
band, such as impoverishes the family, or gross indignities ; South 
Carolina, personal indignities ; Wisconsin, when the conduct of either 
party renders it unsafe for the other to cohabit with him or her. 

All the States require a residence in the State in which applica- 
tion for a divorce is made, on the part of the libellant ; such resi- 
dence varying, however, as to its required period, in the different 
States, from merely being a resident at the time of filing the libel 
to an actual residence of three years previous. 

In Alabama, no decree for a divorce is valid unless sanctioned by 
two-thirds of the Legislature ; in Delaware, no divorce is granted 
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for any cause occurring out of the State ; in Kentucky, a person 
divorced by a Court of Chancery, cannot marry again within two 
years, nor will such court enforce a voluntary contract of separation 
between husband and wife ; in Maryland, all divorces are granted 
by the Legislature, the petition therefor to be accompanied by the 
report of a Judge of Court, where the same has been previously 
heard ; in Massachusetts, no divorce will be granted for any cause 
occurring out of the State, unless at the time of the offense one of 
the parties lived in the State, nor for any cause occurring before 
the parties lived together in the State, nor, in any case, unless 
the parties have lived together in the State ; in New York, a divorce 
is granted for the cause specified, when both parties were inahabit- 
ants of the State at the time the offense was committed, or when 
the marriage having been performed in the State, the injured party, 
at the time of such commission and the filing of the petition, was 
an inhabitant of the State, or when the offense was committed in 
the State, and the injured party is an actual inhabitant at the time 
of filing the petition ; in Texas, upon application for a divorce on 
the ground of adultery, the petitioner must have been an actual 
inhabitant of the State at the time the offense was committed as well 
as at the time of presenting the petition ; and if the marriage was 
performed without the State, both parties must have been inhabit- 
ants at the time of adultery ; after such divorce for any cause both 
parties being allowed to marry again. In Termont, no divorce is 
granted for any cause, if the parties have never lived together as 
husband and wife ; in "Virginia, all marriages between a white per- 
son and a negro or mulatto are void without any legal decree to 
that effect, and no divorce is granted unless the parties have lived 
together in the Sate as husband and wife. 



Alimont. — The allowance made out of a husband's estate, by a 
competent tribunal, to a wife legally separated from her husband, is 
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called alimony. It is of two kinds, permanent and temporary; the 
former being granted in case of perpetual separation from the hus- 
band by legal decree ; the latter for a period regulated by the dis- 
cretion of the proper tribunal. 

A wife is entitled to alimony, both when applying for a divorce, 
and when she is resisting such application made by the husband ; 
not, however, where the husband has obtained a divorce from her 
upon the ground of adultery. 

In fixing the amount of alimony to be allowed, courts are ordinarily 
influenced by consideration of the following points : the wealth of 
the husband ; the number of children and of others dependent upon 
him ; the social position of the parties ; and whether or not the 
wile has a separate estate from which she receives income. 



Rights of Widows. — In all the States except Indiana and Cali- 
fornia (in which dower has been abolished,) the widow's right to dower 
is not weakened by any real or supposed set-off for damages, nor by 
her personal debts, nor by the receipt by her of any rents or profits' 
from the lands in which she is endowed : and the right to dower in 
such real estate is nevertheless maintainable at law. 

Such right to dower does not embrace the crops growing upon 
such real estate at the time of her husband's decease, which go to 
the heirs. 

In nearly all the States which recognize her right to dower, she 
has lier election, in case a legacy is left to her by will of her hus- 
band, whether to take such legacy or claim her dower ; which is an 
interest for her natural life in one-third of all the real estate of 
which her husband dies possessed. At her decease, the property of 
which she was endowed descends to the heirs of the husband. 
Her dower, too, lies only in the real estate left after payment of all 
the debts. 

In the following States, express provision has been made that the 
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fact, that the widow is an alien, shall not bar her of her right to 
dower, viz. : M assachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, New 
Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Tennessee, (if 
she be an inhabitant of the United States,) and Wisconsin. 

As to personal property, the general rule is, that, if there be 
children, the widow is entitled absolutely in fee simple to one-third ; 
if none, to one-half. In Alabama, however, if there be but one 
child, she takes one-half; if more than one and less than five, a 
child's share ; if five or more, one-fifth ; if none, one-half. In 
Florida, the widow is entitled to hold a life-interest in slaves ; she 
may elect to take either dower or a child's share ; if she take the 
former, she has but a life-estate ; if the latter, a fee simple. In 
Kentucky, slaves are considered real estate, and descend in the 
Bame way. In Louisiana, the widow is entitled, in the absence of 
any will, to the rents, issues, and profits of the separate portions of 
the children, till they are of age, or she marries again. 

In Missouri, a widow is also entitled to dower in all property leased 
for twenty years or more ; she also holds in fee simple all the beds, 
bedding, wearing apparel, household furniture, provisions, spinning- 
wheels, cards, and other implements of industry necessary for the 
family ; also kitchen furniture to the value of twenty-five dollars, and 
any other personal property desired, not exceeding two hundred dol- 
lars in value. If children are left, she takes a child's share of the 
personal property in fee simple; or, if preferred, one-third of the 
islaves for life, and one-third of the general personal property in 
fee, after payment of debts ; if no children, she takes all the 
property, real and personal, brought by her to her husband at mar- 
riage, with one-half of all his estate, real and personal, after pay- 
ment of debts. 

In New Jersey, the widow is also entitled to all the personal property 
owned by her at marriage, together with all acquired during marriage 
by her by gift, devise, or descent ; and may demand the same from 
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the executors or administrators. In New York a widow is not 
entitled to dower in real estate mortgaged to her husband, unless 
he had acquired a fee simple right to it. Where the husband ex- 
changed lands which he held in fee simple for others, she cannot 
have dower in both, but must make her election, within eight 
months, which she will take. If no election be made, she is con- 
fined to those taken in exchange. In Ohio, articles of personal 
furniture owned by the widow at time of marriage, or of which she 
became possessed during marriage, by devise, bequest, inheritance, 
or purchase, belong to her, at the death of her husband, and can- 
not be sold to pay the debts of the estate. In Pennsylvania, if 
there be no children, the widow is entitled, in addition to dower, to 
the whole of the personal property. 

In Tennessee, if there be no children, the widow is entitled, in 
fee simple, to all the real estate, after payment of debts. 

In Missouri, the widow takes in slaves only a life-estate, if there are 
children ; if none, she takes, in addition to dower, all the slaves and 
other remaining personal property derived from her at time of mar- 
riage and preserved in kind ; if there be no children, and the hus- 
band leave no issue by any former marriage, she is further entitled 
to one half of the remaining estate, taking in slaves only a life- 
interest. 

In California, a widow has no right in dower; nor has the hus- 
band any claim upon the property of a deceased wife, unless it be 
given him by will. One half of the common property (that is, all 
property, real and personal, together with the rents, issues, and 
profits of the same, acquired during marriage by both husband and 
wife in any other way than by gift, beauest, or inheritance,) goes to 
the survivor, and the other half to the children, if any ; if none, the 
survivor takes the whole. 

In Indiana, where the estate of a deceased husband does not ex 
cced three hundred dollars in value, the widow takes it all; if it 



MARRIAGE. 233 

does not exceed ten thousand dollars, one third ; if it exceeds ten 
thousand, and is less than twenty thousand, one fourth ; if more 
than twenty thousand, one fifth ; in each case, free from the claims 
of creditors, and in fee simple, unless she marry again ; in which 
case she has but a life-estate, descending at death to the husband's 
lineal descendants. If there be two or more children, she is en 
titled to one-third of the personal property ; if but one, to one half. 



Certificate of Marriage by a Magistrate. 

This is to certify, that on the ninth day of October, in the year 

of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , before me, the 

subscriber, one of the Justices of the Peace within and for the 
County of Defiance, William W. Williamson, of the town of Defi- 
ance in said county, merchant, and Eliza E. Epping, of the same 
place, were joined in marriage ; they declaring themselves clear of 
all engagements, or other lawful impediments, and taking each other 
for husband and wife, according to law. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, at 
Defiance aforesaid, the day and year above written. 

Newton Hakpee, [seal.] 

Justice of the Peace. 



Another Form. 
To WHOM IT MAT CoKCERN : — 

Know all men by these presents, that I, this day, with their mu 
tual consent, united in the bonds of marriage, Theodore Edson, 
salesman, and Eunice 0. Clark, daughter of Thomas E. Clark, mer- 
chant, all of this city; the said parties being known to me as the 
parties described in this certificate ; it first having been satisfac- 
torily proved to me by the affidavit of the said Thomas E. Clark 
and Theodore Edson, that there was no lawful impediment to such 
marriage. 

Given at my office in the City of Baltimore, this fifth day of July, 

one thousand eight hundred and . Alexander Cope, 

Mayor, 
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By a Clergyman. 

This is to cektipt, that on the twenty-seventh day of November, 

in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , Allen 

Bayard, of Bristol, County of Bristol, attorney-at-law, and Emma 
B. Riley, of the same place, were by me united in the bonds of mar- 
riage, at Bristol aforesaid, according to the ordinance of God and 
the laws of the State of Bhode Island. 

Given at Bristol aforesaid, the first day of December, a. d. 18—. 

Mtron Lawrence, 

Minister of the Gospel. 



Another Form. 

This is to certify, that Amos C. Stone, carpenter, of Savannah, 
and Sarah Bwing, spinster, of the same place, were, with their mu- 
tual consent, lawfully joined in matrimony, which was solemnized by 
me in the presence of Alfred Hall and Caleb Hardy, witnesses, the 
said Amos 0. Stone and Sarah Ewing being known to me to be the 
parties described in this certificate. 

Given under ray hand this twenty-fifth day of December, in the 

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and . 

A-Vitnesses, Gareick Davidson, 

Alfred Hall,") Pastor of Zion Methodist Episcopal 

Caleb Hardy, j Church, in the city of Savannah. 



Marriage Articles. 

Articles of Agreement, of three parts, made and entered into 
this first day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and • , by and between Clarence Talbot, of Co- 
lumbia, District of Richland, and State of South Carolina, of the 
first part ; Susan Dallas, daughter of Edmund E. Dallas, of Colum- 
bia aforesaid, of the second part ; and Isaac Jenkins, of the same 
place, of the third pai-t, as follows : — 

Whereas the said Susan Dallas is seized and possessed in her own 
tight, in fee simple, of and in certain lauds, messuages, or tene- 
ments, with their appurtenances, being and situate in Columbia 
aforesaid ; and whereas a marriage is intended to be had and con- 
summated between the said Clarence Talbot and Susan Dallas witt 
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whom the said Talbot is to receive the sum of ten thousand dollars 
in money, besides, and in addition to, the lands, messuages, and 
tenements before-named, as and for the marriage portion of her, the 
said Susan : Now, therefore, in consideration of the foregoing pre- 
mises, it is covenanted and agreed by and between the parties 
hereto, as follows, to wit : — 

The said Clarence Talbot, for himself, his heirs, executors and 
administrators, doth covenant and agree, to and with the said Isaac 
Jenkins, his executors and administrators, that they, the said Clar- 
ence Talbot and Susan Dallas, his intended wife, shall, in case such 
intended marriage between them, the said Clarence and Susan, be 
had and consummated, by some conveyance or conveyances, good 
and sufficient in law, all those the above-described lands, messuages 
and tenements, with the appurtenances, whereof she the said Suaan 
is seized as aforesaid, settle and secure upon and to the said Isaac 
Jenkins, to the use and behoof of the said Clarence Talbot, and his 
assigns, during the term of his natural life ; and from and after the 
decease of the said Clarence Talbot, then to the use and behoof of 
the said Susan Dallas, his intended wife, for and daring the term 
of her natural life, should she, the said Susan, survive the said Clar- 
ence I after her decease, or, in case the said Clarence survives the 
said Susan, then after his decease, to the use and behoof of the 
heirs of the body of the said Susaa, by the said Clarence lawfully to 
be begotten ; and, in default of such issue, then to the uses and 
behoof of the said Susan, her heirs and assigns forever, and to and 
for no other use, intent, or purpose whatsoever. 

And, inasmuch as the said Clarence Talbot is not, at present, 
seized or possessed of any estate sufficient to make a jointure for 
the said Susan Dallas, his intended wife, equivalent to her fortune, 
the said Clarence doth, for himself, his heirs, executors and admin- 
istrators, covenant and agree, to and with the said Isaac Jenkins, 
his heirs and assigns, that, in case said intended marriage shall take 
effect, and he, the said Clarence, shall die in the lifetime of the said 
Susan, that he, the said Clarence, shall and will, by his last will 
and testament, in writing, or otherwise, give and secure unto the 
said Susan, the sum of ten thousand dollars, lawful money of the 
United States, or the full value thereof in lands, tenements, goods, 
and chattels, to be at her own proper disposal, and by her to be re- 
ceived and taken to her own proper use, behoof, and benefit. 
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William Rogers and John 0. Carter, to be by him or them held to 
and for the use and benefit of the said Eliza, as hereinbefore pro- 
vided ; and that the articles of settlement, to be executed in pur- 
suance hereof, shall contain a provision for the appointment of a 
trustee to fill any vacancy which may transpire, except as above 
provided, by the nomination and appointment in writing of the said 
Eliza Henderson. In witness whereof, etc.. 
Signed, sealed, etc., Charles Eiplby, [seal.] 

Barteam Hind, Eliza Henderson, [seal.] 

FJUGENE HiLIAKD. WiLLIAM RoGEES, [SEAL.] 

John 0. Carter, [seal.] 

Settlement of Jointure instead of Dower. 

This Indenture, made and entered into this seventeenth day of 

June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

between Walter Harris, of Anderson, County of Grimes, and State 
of Texas, of the first part ; Mary Ellen Thomas, daughter of Reuben 
Thomas, of Anderson aforesaid, of the second part ; and Talbot 
Garsed, of the same place, of the third part ; witnesseth : — 

That the said Walter Harris, in consideration of a marriage about 
to be had between him, the said Walter Harris, and the said Mary 
Ellen Thomas, does, for himself, his heirs and assigns, covenant 
and agree to and with the said Talbot Garsed, his executors and 
administrators, that he, the said Walter Harris, his heirs and as- 
signs, shall and will, forever hereafter stand seized and possessed of 
and in a certain tract or parcel of land, with the appurtenances, 
situate in the town of Georgetown, County of Williamson, and State 
aforesaid, and bounded and described as follows, to wit : [describing 
the premises) ; it being the same premises to the said Walter Harris, 
his heirs and assigns, in fee simple forever conveyed by one Darius 
Eaton, by deed of indenture dated the first day of April, in the year 

one thousand eight hundred and , and recorded in the proper 

office for recording conveyances in said County of Williamson, in, 
etc. ; to and for the uses following, that is to say : to the use, bene- 
fit, and behoof of the said Walter Harris, for and during the term 
of his natural life, without impeachment of waste ; and after his 
marriage with the said Mary Ellen Thomas, and after his decease, 
to her use during her actual life (or, if desired, as long as she shall 
remain his widow and unmarried), without impeachment of waste, as 
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and for the jointure of her, the said Mary Ellen, and in lieu and satis- 
faction of her whole dower in his estate ; and after his decease and 
the expiration of her estate, to the use of his heirs and assigns forever. 
And the said Mary Ellen Thomas, party of the second part hereto, 
in consideration of the premises and of the further sum of one 
dollar, to her in har.d paid by the said Walter Harris, party of the 
first part hereto, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, doth for 
herself, her heirs, executors, and administrators, covenant and agree 
with the said Walter Harris, that the lands so as above assigned to 
her shall be in full satisfaction of her dower in his estate, and shall 
forever debar her from claiming the same, in case of her surviving 
the said Walter Harris after marriage ; and further, if the said mar- 
riage shall take place, and she shall survive him, that she will not 
claim any share in his personal estate, unless some part thereof be 
given by him to her in his last will and testament, or by some act 
done by him subsequently to the execution of these presents. In 
witness whereof, etc.. 
Signed, sealed, etc. 



Petition for the Dismissal of an Insolvent Trustee, under a 
Marriage Settlement. 

To the Honorable the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, 
for the County of Montgomery : 

The petition of James Hart, of the township of Whitemarsh, and 
County of Montgomery, and Jane, his wife, respectfully showeth : 
That by indenture tripartite, bearing date the third day of Novem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , 

between the said Jane, then Jane Myers, of the first part, your 
petitioner, James Hart, of the second part, and Henry Hallman, of 
the third part, executed in contemplation of the marriage then about 
to be solemnized between your petitioners, a large real estate, to the 
amount of upward of five thousand dollars, belonging to your peti- 
tioner, Jane Hart, was assigned, transferred, and set over unto the 
said Henry Hallman, to have and to hold unto him, his executors 
and administrators, upon the trusts and for the uses and purposes 
in said indenture mentioned, and which, by reference to the same, 
will more fnlly appear. That the said Henry Hallman took upon 
himself the duties of trustee, and the estate above-mentioned went 
into his hands, or remained there, upon the trusts and for the uses 
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and purposes in the said indenture mentioned ; that the said Henrj 
Hallman has mismanaged the estate committed, as aforesaid, to his 
care, and has neglected to perform the duties of the trust thus con- 
fided to him. That the said Henry Hallman is in insolvent circum- 
stances, and has lately made an assignment for the benefit of his 
creditors. Your petitioners, therefore, pray that a citation may be 
issued to the said Henry Hallman, to show cause why he should not 
be dismissed from the said trust, in accordance with the require- 
ments and directions of the Act of Assembly in such case made 
and provided. And they will ever pray, etc., 

James Hakt, 
Jane Hakt. 
montgomekt countt, ss ; 
Before me, the subscriber, one of the Justices of the Peace 
within and for said county, personally appeared the above-named 
James Hart, and Jane Hart his wife, who being duly sworn (or af- 
firmed') according to law, do depose and say, that the facts set 
forth in the foregoing petition are true to the best of their knowledge 
and belief. Jambs Hart, 

Jane Hart. 
Sworn (or affirmed) and subscribed before me, this seventeenth 
day of December, a. d. 18 — -. Charles Gkegort, 

Justice of the Peace. 



Declaration of a Married ■Woman to enable lier to convey her 
Xjstate. 

Be it remembered, that I, Esther 0. Oummings, who am a party 
to the within-written indenture, do by these presents give and grant 
this my written consent to the said within-written indenture or deed 
of conveyance, and declare that the same was had and obtained 
previously to the execution of the said indenture, and that the said 
consent was not the result of coercion on the part of my husband, 
Gamaliel Oummings, but that the same was voluntarily given, of my 
own free will and accord, in compliance with the provisions of {re- 
citing the title and date of the statute). In testimony whereof, I 
have hereunto set my hand and seal this twentieth day of August 

in the year one thousand eight hundred and 

Esther C. Oummings, [seal.] 
Sealed and signed in presence of, etc. 
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Aoknowledgement of same.' 

OoitMONWEALTii or Pennsylvania, ss. 

Before me, the subscriber, one of the Judges of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas of Susquehanna County (or the required officer), in the 
Commonwealth aforesaid, personally appeared the above-named 
Esther C. Cummings, and acknowledged the foregoing written in- 
strument of consent, signed by her, to be her act and deed, and that 
the same was done without any coercion of her husband, Camaliel 
Cummings, and desired that the same might be recorded as such : 
and I certify that the same was done and executed before me, pre- 
viously to the signing and execution of the within indenture or deed 
of conveyance. 

lu testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 

twentieth day of August, a. d. one thousand eight hundred and , 

David E. Stokes, 
President Judge of the Court of Commoii Pleas of Sus. Co. 



A.oknowledgment of Deed after the Foregoing. 
Commonwealth or Pennsylvania, ss. : 

Before me, the subscriber, one of the Judges of the Court of 
Common Pleas, of Susquehanna County, in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, appeared personally the above-named Gamaliel Cum- 
mings, and Esther C. Cummings, who severally acknowledged the 
above-written indenture to be their act and deed, and desired that 
the same might be recorded as such according to law. And the 
said Esther C. Cummings, being of full age, and by me examined 
separate and apart from her said husband, and the full contents of 
said iudeuture being by me first made known to her, did declare 
that she did voluntarily, and of her own free will and accord, seal, 
and as her act and deed deliver the said indenture, without any 
compulsion or coercion of her said husband. 

In testimony whereof, etc. (as above.) 



Articles of Separation between Husband and Wife. 
This Indenture, of three parts, made the first day of March, in 

the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , between 

Stephen E. Adams, of Wellsborough, County of Brooke, and State 
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of Virginia, of the first part, and Clara E. Adams, his wife, of the 
second part, and Ezra H. Hamilton, trustee of the said Clara B. 
Adams, of the third part. 

Whereas divers disputes and unhappy differences have arisen be- 
tween the said party of the first part and his said wife, for which reason 
they have consented and agreed to live separate and apart from each 
other during their natural lives ; therefore, this indenture witnesseth, 
that the said party of the first part, in consideration of the pre 
mises, and in pursuance thereof, doth hereby covenant, promise and 
agree, to and with the said trustee, and also, to and with his said 
wife, that it shall and may be lawful for her, the said wife, at all 
times hereafter, to live separate and apart from her ; and, that he 
shall and will allow and permit her to be and reside, in such place 
and places, and in such family and families, and with such relations, 
friends and other persons, and to follow and carry on such trade and 
business, as she may from time to time choose or think fit to do ; 
and that he shall not nor will not, at any time, sue, or suffer her to 
be sued, for living separate and apart from him, or compel her at 
any time hereafter to live with him, or molest, disturb, or trouble 
her for living separate and apart from him, nor sue, molest, or trou- 
ble any other person whomsoever, for receiving, entertaining, or 
harboring her; and, that he will not, without her consent, visit her, 
or knowingly enter any house or place, where she shall be, dwell, or 
reside, or send, or cause to be sent, any letter or message to her ; 
nor shall or will ati any time hereafter, claim or demand any of her 
money, jewels, plate, clothing, household goods, furniture, or stock 
in trade, which she now hath in her power, custody or possession, or 
which shall be devised, bequeathed, or given to her, or which she 
may at any time hereafter by her own exertions or with her own 
money acquire ; and, that she shall and may enjoy and absolutely 
dispose of the same, as if she were z, ferae sole, and unmarried ; and, 
further, that the said party of the first part, shall and will, well and 
truly pay, or cause to be paid unto her, his said wife, for and to- 
ward her better support and maintenance, the yearly s^m of five 
hundred dollars, free and clear of all charges and deductions what- 
soever, for and during her natural life, at or upon the first days of 
January, April, July and October, in each and every year during 
her said natural life, which the said trustee doth hereby agree to 
take, in full satisfaction for her support and maintenance, and all 
16 



242 MARRIAGE. 

alimony whatever; and the said trustee, in consideration of the sum 
of one dollar to him duly paid, doth covenant and agree, to and Vfith 
the said party of the first part, to indemnify and bear him harmless 
of and from all debts of his said wife, contracted, or that may here- 
after be contracted by her, or on her account ; and, if the said party 
of the first part shall be compelled to pay any such debt or debts, 
the said trustee hereby agrees to repay the same upon demand, to 
the said paTty of the first part, with all damage and loss that he may 
thereby sustain. In witness whereof, etc.. 

Signed, sealed, etc., Stephen E. Adams, [seal.] 

Horace Epsom. Olaea B. Adams, [seal.] 

Derby Drew. Ezra H. Hamilton, [seal.] 



Bond to suffer a "Wife to Live apart from her Husband. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Rufus Loomis, of 
iladison, County of Dane, and State of Wisconsin, am held and 
firmly bound unto Burnet Barnes, of the same place, to the use of 
and in trust for Martha C. Loomis, my wife, in the sum of three 
thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States, to be paid to 
the said Burnet Barnes, or his certain attorney, executors, adminis- 
trators, or assigns, to and for the use and benefit of my said wife ; to 
which payment, well and truly to be made, I do bind myself, my 
heirs, executors and administrators, and each and every of them, 
firmly by these presents ; sealed with my seal, and dated this fifteenth 
day of May, in the year one thousand eight hundred and . 

The condition of this obligation is such, that, whereas the said 
Martha C. Loomis, wife of the said Eufas Loomis, is now living, and 
hath for several years last past, lived separate and apart from the said 
Rufus Loomis, her husband, and hath, during such time, maintained 
and provided for herself and Ataby, the daughter of the said Rufus 
Loomis, without any expense to him, the said Rufus ; and, whereas 
it is agreed between the said Rufus Loomis, and the said Martha 
C, his wife, that the said Martha C, wife of the said Rufus, shall 
and may, at all times hereafter, live separate and apart from the 
said Rufus ; and also, that the said Martha 0., shall and may have, 
hold, and enjoy, to her sole and separate use, all such moneys, 
goods and effects, as she, the said Martha C, is now possessed of, or 
which she shall or may, at any time or times hereafter, get or ac- 
quire, or which shall be given or Isequeathed to her by any person 
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or persons whatsoever, without any hindrant t, molestatioti, or inter- 
ruption of or by him, the said Eufus Loomis. And, whereas the 
said Bufus lioomis, hath also agreed to behave himself peaceably 
and quietly toward the said Martha C, his wife, and the said Abby, 
his daughter, and not to molest, assault, or mistreat, or do any bodily 
hurt or injury to them, or either of them. Now, therefore, if the 
above-bounden Eufus Loomis, shall and do, from time to time, and 
and at all times hereafter, during the term of his natural life, permit 
and suffer the said Martha 0., his wife, and the said Abby, his 
daughter, (in case they, or either of them, shall chance so long to 
live,) to live separate and apart from the said Rufus Loomis, with- 
out any molestation, disturbance, or interruption of or by him, the 
said Eufus ; and, also, if the said Eufus Loomis, his executors or 
administrators, shall and do at all times hereafter, permit and suffer 
the said Martha 0., his wife, to have, hold, and enjoy, to her sole 
and separate use, all and every the moneys, goods, chattels, and 
effects, which the said Martha C, shall or may at any time or times 
hereafter, get or acquire, or which shall or may be given or be- 
queathed to the said Martha C, by any person or persons whatso- 
ever, without any hindrance, molestation, or interruption, of or by 
him, the said Eufus ; and also, if the said Eufus Loomis shall and 
do, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, demean and behave 
himself peaceably and quietly toward the said Martha C, his wife, 
and the said Abby, his daughter, and each of them, and shall not, 
nor do in any manner whatsoever, molest, assault, disturb, or do any 
bodily hurt or injury to the said Martha C, his wife, and the said 
Abby, his daughter, or either of them, then this obligation to be 
void ; but, if default be made in performance of all or any of the 
above-specified conditions, then this obligation to remain in full 
force and virtue. 
Signed, sealed, etc., Enrns Loomis, [seal.] 

Emmett Hughes, 

Horatio Gates. 



Petition for Divoroo iJTom the Bond of Matrimony, for Desertion. 

To the Honorable the Judges of the Circuit Court, of the County 
of Benton : 
The petition of Harriet E. Eaton, of Oxford in said county, by 
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her next friend, Hastings Tolman, respectfully showeth : That your 
petitioner was, on the first day of December, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and , lawfully joined in marriage with 

Chester H. Eaton, her present husband, and from that time until 
the fourteenth day of August, in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and , lived and cohabited with him, and hath in all re- 
spects demeaned and conducted herself as a dutiful and aSFectionate 
wife ; and, although by the laws of God, as well as the mutual vows 
plighted to each other, they were bound to that uniform constancy 
and regard which of right should be inseparable from the marriage 
relation, yet so it is, that the said Chester H. Eaton, in violation 
of his marriage vow, from the said fourteenth of August, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and , hath willfully and mali- 
ciously deserted and absented himself from the habitation of this 
petitioner, without any just and reasonable cause, and such desertion 
hath persisted in for the term of three years and upward, and still 
doth continue to absent himself from the said petitioner : Where- 
fore, your petitioner showing that she is an inhabitant of the State 
of Alabama, and hath resided therein for more than three years pre- 
vious to the filing of her petition, prays your Honors, that a sub- 
poena may issue, in due form of law, directed to the said Chester H. 

Eaton, commanding him to appear in this Honorable Court, at 

Term next, to answer the complaint aforesaid ; and, also, that a 
decree of this Honorable Court may be made for the divorcing of 
her, the said Harriet B. Eaton, from the bond of matrimony, as if 
she had never been married. And she will ever pray, etc., 

Haep.iet B. Eaton, 
By her next friend, 

Hastings Tolman. 
Benton County, ss ; 
The above-named Harriet E. Eaton being duly sworn (or affirmed) 
according to law, doth depose and say, that the facts contained in 
the above petition or libel are true, to the best of her knowledge 
and belief; and that the said complaint is not made out of levity, or 
by collusion between her, the said Harriet B. Eaton, and the said 
Chester H. Eaton, her husband, and for the mere purpose of being 
freed and separated from each other, but in sincerity and truth, and 
for the causes mentioned in the said petition or libel. 

Harriet B. Eaton 
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Sworn (or affirmed) and subscribed before me, this tenth day of 
January, a. d. 18 — . Comly Biolee, 

Justice of the Peace. 



Same, for Cruel Treatment. 

To the Honorable the Judges, etc., [of the proper court). 

The petition of Harriet E. Baton, the wife of, etc., by her next 
friend, etc., [proceeding, as in the foregoing, as far as " from the 
marriage relation,"] yet so it is, that, the parties being at the time 
domiciled within the State of Alabama, the said Chester H. Baton 
hath offered such indignities and cruelties to the person of your pe- 
titioner, as to render her condition intolerable, and her life burden- 
some, and thereby forced her to withdraw from his house and family. 

Wherefore, your petitioner showing that she is an inhabitant of 
the State of Alabama, and has resided therein for upward of three 
years previous to the filing of this her petition, prays, etc., [as in 
the foregoing ; adding affidavit.^ 



Same, on the Ground of Adultery. 

To the Honorable, etc. 

The petition of, etc. (as before) ; yet so it is, that the said Chester 
H. Eaton, in violation of his marriage vow, hath for a considerable 
time past, given himself up to adulterous practices, and been guilty 
of adultery with one Mary E. Chase, of said Oxford, and divers 
other persons to your petitioner unknown. 

"Wherefore, your libellant further showing, etc., [as before, with 
affidavi^^ 



For Divorce from Bed and Board, and for Alimony, on the Ground 
of Extreme Cruelty. 

To the Honorable, the Judges, etc. 

The petition of, etc. [as before) ; yet so it is, that the said Chester 
H. Baton did, on the twelfth day of February, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and , the said parties being at that time 

domiciled within the State of Alabama, and at various other days 
and times, turn this libellant (his wife) out of doors, striking and 
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beating her violently at the same time, and treat her with such ex 
trenie cruelty as thereby to endanger her life. 

A\'herefore, your libellant further showing that she is, etc. [as 
before, as far as through, " to answer the complaint aforesaid."] 
And also, that a decree of this court may be given, granting this 
libellant a divorce from bed and board, and also allowing her such 
alimony as the circumstances and condition of the said Chester H. 
Eaton will permit, so as the same do not exceed one third part of 
the annual profit or income of his estate, or of his occupation and 
labor. And she will ever pray, etc. [adding affidavit, as before.] 



Petition to the Legislature for Divorce from Bond of Matrimony. 

[To be accompanied by the depositions of witnesses, proving the 
facts set forth.] 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the State of Alabama, in Legislature assembled : — 

The petition of Harriet B. Eaton, by her next friend, Hastings 
Tolman, humbly showeth :■ — That your petitioner, on the first day 
of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 

and , was bound in matrimony, and married to a certain Chester 

H. Eaton, of said County, and from that time continued to cohabit 
and live with him until about the fourteenth day of Agust, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and , at which time your peti- 
tioner and her said husband separated. [Here set forth m full the 
facts upon which the petition rests.] 

Your petitioner, therefore, humbly prays your honorable bodies 
will be pleased to pass an act dissolving the marriage contract be- 
tween her and the said Chester H. Baton, so that they may be freed 
and separated from each other in all times to co,me. ^nd as in 
duty bound, she will ever pray, etc., [appending affidavit.] 



Petition of 'Widow for Dower. 

To the Honorable the Judge of Probate lor the proper court), 
within the County of Nantucket. 

The petition of Hannah Oartwright, of Nantucket County of 
Nantucket, and State of Massachusetts, widow of Nathaniel W. 
Cartwright, late of Nantucket aforesaid, deceased, respectfully 
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represents : That her said husband died on the nineteenth day of 
August, A. D. 18 — , leaving an estate in fee, belonging to him and 
in his possession at the time of his decease, in and to a certain tract 
or parcel of land, situate and being in said Nantucket, bounded and 
described as follows, to wit : (^describing the premises), with the ap- 
purtenances ; that her dower therein has not, at the date of this 
petition, been assigned to her, though more than forty days (or, the 
requisite time by statute) have passed since such decease. 

Wherefore, your petitioner respectfully asks this honorable court 
that her dower in the premises aforesaid may be by metes and 
bounds measured and defined, and the same set off and assigned to 
bor. And she will ever pray, etc. Dated this fourth day of 
November, a. d. 18 — . Hannah Oaetwright. 

[To be accompanied by the following, notice to the heir.] 
To Geoege 0. Oaetwright : 

Picase take notice, that the petition of which the above is a copy 
will be presented to the Judge of Probate within and for the County 
of Nantucket, on the tenth day of November, a. d. 18 — , at Nan- 
tucket in said County, and that a motion will then and there be 
made to grant the same. Dated this fourth day of November, 
A. D. 18 — . Hannah Caetweight. 



Kelease of Dower by Endorsement. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Maria H. Watson, 
widow and relict of the within-named Christopher Watson, deceased, 
for divers good causes and considerations, me thereunto moving, 
and especially for and in consideration of the sum of one dollar, to 
me in hald paid by the within-named Christian Dunlap, at and be- 
fore the enseaSng and delivery hereof, the receipt whereof is hereby 
acknowledged, have remised, released, quit-claimed, and by these 
presents 6^o repiise, release, and quit-claim unto the said Christian 
Dunlap, his heirs and assigns, all and all manner of dower, and right 
and title of dower, and any other right, title, or interest whatsoever, 
which I, the said Maria H. Watson, now have, or may, might, 
should, and of right ought to have or claim, of, in, to, or out of, all 
that the within-mentioned messuage or tract of land granted to 
the said Christian Dunlap, with the appurtenances ; and also, all 
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manner of action and actions, writ and writs of dower, or other 
actions, and right to make distress, whatsoever ; so that neither I, 
the said Maria H. Watson, nor any other person or persons what- 
soever, for me, or in my name, right, or stead, any manner of dower, or 
writs of dower, or actions, rights or title of dower, or other interest, 
claim, or demand whatsoever, of or in the said messuage or tract of 
land, hereditaments and premises within-mentioned, or of or in any 
part or parcel thereof, at any time hereafter, shall or may have, claim, 
or prosecute against the said Christian Duulap, his heirs or assigns. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 
fifteenth day of March, in the year one thousand eight hundred 

and . Makia H. Watson, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed and delivered") 

in presence of ) 

Anthony Coopbe, 
Justus White. 

[27ie above to be acknowledged in the usual form.] 



Petitiou for Citation to Widow to Elect as to taking a Bequest 
or Dower. 

To the Honorable the Judges of the Orphans' Court [or, tJie 
proper Court] of the County of Blair : 

The petition of Andrew H. Mason, of Hollidaysburg, in the 
County of Blair, and State of Pennsylvania, respectfully represents : 
That he is one of the legatees under the will of Solomon P. Mason 
late of said Hollidaysburg, deceased ; that by said will, certain real 
estate was devised, (or, personal estate was bequeathed), to Althea 
Q-. Mason, the now widow and relict of said decedent; that said de- 
cedent has been dead now longer than twelve months, (ov, whatever 
the Statute time may be), and the said Althea G. Mason has not 
made her election to take or refuse the said devise (or, bequest), 
which, if accepted, is in lieu of her right of dower, as by the Act in 
such case made and provided, is directed. 

The petitioner therefore prays the Court to grant a citation 
directed to the said Althea G. Mason, commanding her to be and 
appear at an Orphans' Court, (or, the proper Court,) to be holden 
on the twentieth day of October, a. d. 18—, then and there to make 
her election, either to accept such devise (or bequest) in lieu of 
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dcwer, or to waive the same, pursuant to the direction of the Act 
of Assembly, in such case made and provided. And he will ever 
pray, etc. Andrew H. Mason. 

[Add the itsucd Affidavits.] 



Bond of Indemnity against Claim for Dower 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Whiting Green, of 
Quinoy, County of Gadsden, and State of Florida, am held and 
firmly bound unto Ethan Stone, of the same place, in the sum of 
one thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States, to be paid 
to the said Ethan Stone, his certain attorney, executors, adminis- 
trators, or assigns ; to which payment, well and truly to be made, I 
do bind myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, and each 
of them, firmly by these presents ; sealed with my seal, and dated 
this twenty-first day of September, in the year of our Lord one 

thousand eight hundred and . The condition of this obligation 

is such, that whereas the above-bound "Whiting Green, by indenture 
bearing even date herewith, hath granted, bargained, and sold unto 
the said Ethan Stone, all that certain messuage or piece of land, 
situsrte, etc., [describing the premises'], with the appurtenances, to 
hold the same to him, his heirs and assigns, forever, as by the said 
indenture, relation thereunto being had, appears : If, therefore, the 
said Whiting Green, his heirs, executors, and administrators, shall 
and do from time to time, and at all times hereafter, well and suf- 
ficiently save, keep harmless, and indemnify the said Ethan Stone, 
his heirs, executors, and administrators, and his and their goods and 
chattels, lands and tenements, of and from the dower or thirds which 
Julia E. Green, the wife of the said Whiting Green, shall or may 
claim in the premises, and of and from all actions, suits, payments, 
costs, charges, and damages, for and by reason thereof, then this 
obligation to be void; otherwise to be and remain in full force and 
virtue. Whiting Green, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed and delivered") 

in presence of _) 

Watson Redding, 

JOSIAH WaITB. 
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An Apprentice is one bound in due form of 
law, to a master, to learn from Mm his art, 
trade, or business, and to serve him during the 
time of his apprenticeship. 

The contract is usually entered into by 
indenture or by deed, and continues for no 
'j, longer time than the minority of the ap- 
prentice. 

The duty of the master, by virtue of the contract, is to instruct 
the apprentice by teaching him, in good faith, the knowledge of the 
art, trade, or business, which he himself professes or follows. He 
stands toward the apprentice in the relation of a parent, and should 
watch over his conduct, giving him good advice, and affording him 
a safe example, as to a father rightly pertains. He is under obliga- 
tion to fulfill all the covenants made by him in the indenture ; he 
can not abuse his authority, either by bad treatment, or by employ- 
ing the apprentice in menial occupations, wholly distinct from the 
art, trade, or business, which the latter is to learn ; nor can he dis- 
miss the latter, except by application to the proper tribunal, assigned 
by the laws of the particular State, upon whose decree the indenture 
may be cancelled. 

An apprentice, on his part, is under obligation to obey all the 
lawful commands of the master, to take care of his property, to ad- 
vance, as far as ho may, his interests, to endeavor to learn his art, 
trade, or business, and perform all the covenants entered into by 
(250) 
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him in the indenture, so far as the same are in accordance with law. 
During the term of his apprenticeship, he cannot leave the service 
of his master. 

The consent of the parent or guardian, if there be such, is neces- 
sary in every binding of an infant, unless the latter be a charge ; in 
which case the Overseers of the Poor, or other constituted authoritj-, 
of the particular County, have authority to bind him to service. 

An indenture executed by a minor, with the consent of his sister, 
as his next friend, has been adjudged valid ; nor is it, in any case, 
necessary, where an indenture is to be made in the name of a person, 
acting as next friend of the minor, that the latter should receive an 
appointment to that effect from legal authority. 

An indenture of apprenticeship, executed by an infant, without 
the consent of his parent or guardian, is not binding upon the in- 
fant ; nor can the fathei'of an infant bind him as an apprentice with- 
out such infant's consent ; the latter must become a party to the 
execution of the instrument. 

An apprentice, bound in a particular State to learn any trade or 
calling, cannot in the absence of any provision to that effect in the 
indenture, be taken out of the State ; unless such removal is neces- 
sarily connected with the proper fulfillment of the contract, as in 
the case of seafaring men, etc. 

An indentured apprentice cannot be assigned to another by the 
master, unless the indenture extends to the latter and assif*s ; nor 
even then, except with the consent of the apprentice, and his parent 
or guardian, if there be such. 

The death of the master terminates the apprenticeship, unless 
the indenture run to the executors or administrators ; the words, 
" heirs and assigns," will not operate to continue it after such 

event. 

An apprentice will be discharged by the proper authority for 
acts of the master injurious to his mind or morals ; as for compelling 
hiiii to work upon Sundays. 
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Indenture of Appreutioesiiip for a Boy, to Learn a Trade. 

This Indenture, made the first day of May, in the year of our 

Lord oue thousand eight hundred and , witnesseth : That John 

Stanley, now of the age of fourteen years, the son of Thomas Stan- 
ley, of the City and County of Sacramento, in the State of Califor- 
nia, by and with the advice and consent of his father, the said 
Thomas Stanley, testified by his becoming a party hereto, (or, en- 
dorsed hereupon, as the case may be), hath voluntarily, and of his 
own free will and accord, bound and put himself, and by these pre- 
sents doth bind and put himself, apprentice to Samuel 0. Henry, 
of Sacramento aforesaid, jeweler, to learn the art, trade, and mys- 
tery of a jeweler, and after the manner of an apprentice to dwell 
with and serve the said Samuel C. Henry, («/ it is intended that 
the apprenticeship shall continue after the death of the master, or 
that thelatter shall have aiUhority to assign the apprentice to an- 
other, insert here the ivords, " his executors, administrators, and 
assigns,") from the day of the date hereof, for and during, and until 
the full end and term of seven years, thence next ensuing, and fully 

to be completed and ended, [or, until the day of , in the 

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , or, until the 

said John Stanley shall have attained the age of twenty-one years, 

which will be on the day of a. d. 18—,] ; during all of 

which term the said apprentice his said master faithfully, honestly, 
and industriously shall and will serre ; his secrets keep, and lawful 
commands upon all occasions, and everywhere readily obey ; in all 
respects dutifully and obediently acting, as a faithful and obedient 
apprentice ought to do, and as to such pertain. 

And the said Samuel 0. Henry (inserting here, if desired, the 
words, " his executors, administrators, and assigns,") shall and will 
^each and instruct, or cause-to be taught and instructed, the said 
apprentice in the art, trade, and mystery of a jeweler ; and shall 
send and keep the said apprentice to and at a school, taught by 
some competent teacher, for three months, at least, in each and 
every year, [or, limit the period of schooling, if desired ; or, 
until he shall arrive at the age of eighteen years, which will be 
on, etc.], and shall and will find and provide for the said apprentice 
sufficient school-books, meat, drink, apparel, washing, and lodging, 
daring the said term ; and at the expiration thereof shall and will 
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give his said apprentice two suits of apparel, one whereof shall be 
new (or, as agreed upon). 

\If necessary, here insert, " and the said Samuel C. Henry ac- 
knowledges that he has received, with the said John Stanley, from 
Thomas Stanley, his father, the sum of one hundred dollars, as a 
compensation for his instruction, as above-mentioned ;" or, as fol- 
lows : "And the said Samuel 0. Henry further agrees to pay 
to the said Thomas Stanley, father of the said John Stanley, the 
following sums of money, to wit : for the first year of his service, 
twenty-five dollars ; for the second year of his service, seventy-five 
dollars ; and for each and every subsequent year, until the comple- 
tion of his term of seven, the sum of one hundred dollars ; which 
said payments are to be made on the first day of May in each and 
every year."] 

And for the true performance of all and singular the covenants 
and agreements hereinbefore contained, the said parties bind them- 
selves, each unto the other, jointly by these presents. 

In witness whereof, the said parties to these presents have here- 
unto set their hands and seals, the day and year first above written. 
Signed, sealed and delivered) Samuel C. Henet, [seal.] 

in presence of ' ) John Stanley, [seal.] 

Haekison Davis, Thomas Stanley, [seal.] 

Eeuben Sherman. 



If the consent of the required party is to be given by endorse- 
ment upon, or writing below the indenture, the following will be of 
use: — 

Consent of Father or Mother. 

I do hereby consent to, and approve of, the binding of my son, 
John Stanley, as in the within (or, above) indenture mentioned. 
Dated the first day of May, In the year 18—. 

Thomas Stanley. 



Certificate of Justice upon consent of Mother. 
I, Blnathan Wood, a Justice of the Peace, within and for the 

county of , residing in the town of , in said county, do 

hereby certify that Thomas Stanley, the father of the infant named 
in the within (or above) indenture, is dead for, is not legally capa- 
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citated to give his consent thereto ; or, has abandoned and neg- 
lected to proyide for his family.] Dated the first day of May, a. d. 
18 — Elnathan Wood, 

Justice of the Peace. 



Consent of Guardian. 

I, "William E. Hilakt, the guardian, duly appointed, of John 
Stanley, in the within (or above) indenture named, do certify, that 
the father and mother of the said John Stanley, are dead, [or, that 
the father of the said John Stanley is dead, and that the mother of 
the said John Stanley refuses her consent to the said indenture of 
apprenticeship ; or, is not legally capacitated to give her consent 
to the said indenture of apprenticeship ;] and that I do hereby con- 
sent, as such guardian, that he, the said John Stanley, may bind 
himself in and by the said indenture. Dated the first day of May, 
a.. D. 18 — . "William E. Hilaky, 

Guardian of the said John Stanley. 

[The above form maybe varied as required, where the consent of 
the Overseers of the Poor, or Justices of the Peace, or County 
Judge, or the like is required, in the case of the binding of an infant 
who is a charge.] 



Indenture of Apprenticeship for a Girl to learn Housework, etc. 

Tors Indenture, made the first day of April, in the year of oup 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and 18 — -, witnesseth : That 
Betsey Johnson, now fifteen years of age, daughter of Rachel 
R. Johnson, of Meriden, county of New Haven and State of Oon- 
necticut, (relict of the late Benjamin P. Johnson of Meriden afore 
said), by and with the consent of the mother, or her next friend, tes- 
tified by her becoming a party thereto, [or, by her mother's consent 
below appended ; or, by her written consent hereon endorsed ;) 
hath bound and put herself, and by these presents doth bind and 
put herself, apprentice to Joshua Stark, of said Meriden, yeoman, 
with him [if desired, here insert as in the foregoing; " his execu- 
tors, administrators and assigns ;"] to dwell and serve from the day 
of the date hereof until the full end of the term of six years, nest 
ensuing, fully to bo completed or ended [or varying as in the pre- 
ceding] ; during which term the said Betsey Johnson her said mas- 
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ter faithfully shall and will serve, in all lawful business, according .to 
her power and ability ; and honestly and obediently in all things do- 
mean and behave herself toward the said master during the ternu 
aforesaid. 

And the said Joshua Stark [here add if desired, " his executors, 
administrators, and assigns,"] shall and will teach and instruct, o( 
cause to be taught and instructed, the said apprentice, in sewing, 
knitting, and housewifery, the management of the dairy, and all 
matters connected with the calling of a farmer, properly to be 
taught to her, the said apprentice, together with reading, writing, 
and the other usual branches of a common-school education ; and 
shall and will, during the said term, find, provide, and allow her 
sufficient meat, drink, clothing, lodging, washing, and all other ne- 
cessaries ; and at the expiration of the term aforesaid, shall and 
will give unto the said apprentice two suits of apparel, one whereof 
shall be new (or, as agreed upon). In witness whereof, etc. 
Signed, etc. Joshua Stake, [seal.] 

Matthias Hall, Bbtset Johnson, [seal.] 

Geoegb Eeed. Eaohel B. Johnson, [seal.] 



Agreement of a Father binding Mmself in Damages, to be endorsed 
upon Indenture. 

In consideration of the covenant and agreement, on the part of 
Samuel 0. Henry, to be performed and kept to and with my son John 
Stanley, specified and contained in the within written indenture, I 
do hereby bind myself to the said Samuel 0. Henry for the true and 
faithful performance and observance, on the part of the said John 
Stanley, of all and singular the matters and things by him to be 
performed and observed, in and by the written indenture ; and I do 
hereby covenant and agree to and with the said Samuel 0. Henry, 
that the said John Stanley shall, in all things, well and truly per- 
form and observe the same. In witness whereof, etc. 
Signed, etc. , Thomas Stanley, [seal.] 

Daniel Daeb, Samuel C. Henry, [seal.] 

Habry Holt. 



Assignment of an Indenture of Apprenticeship. 
Know all Men by these Peesenes, that I, the within-named 
Samuel 0. Henry, by and with the consent of John Stanley, my 
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within-named apprentice, and Thomas Stanley his father, (or as tlio 
case may be,) parties to the within indenture, testified by their sign- 
ing and sealing these presents (or, by their written acknowledgment 
hereto appended,) for divers good causes and considerations, have 
assigned and set over, and do hereby assign and set over, the within 
indenture and the said John Stanley, the apprentice within-uamed, 
unto Charles Heiuemann [mserting, if desired, the words, " his ex- 
ecutors, administrators and assigns,"] for the. residue of the within- 
mentioned term, he [and they, if desired] performing all and singular 
the covenants therein contained on my part to be kept and per- 
formed. 

And I, the said John Stanley, do hereby covenant, on my part, 
with the consent of my father, the said Thomas Stanley, faithfully 
to serve the said Charles Heinemann, as an apprentice, for the resi- 
due of the term within-mentioned, and to perform toward him all 
and singular the covenants within-mentioned, on my part to be kept 
and performed. 

And I, the said Charles Heinemann, for myself, [my executors 
and administrators, i/^desiVed,] do hereby covenant to perform all 
and singular the covenants within-mentioned on the part of the 
said Samuel 0. Henry, to be kept and performed toward the said 
apprentice. 

Witness our hands and seals, at the City and County of Sacra- 
mento, the eighteenth day of October, in the year one thousand 

eight hundred and . Samuel C. Henkt, [seal.] 

John Stanley, [seal.] 

Thomas Stanley, [seal.] 
Charles Heinemann, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered, the eighteenth day of October, a. d. 
18 — , the assent of each of the parties hereto being fully given. 
Before me, Eli Hunt, 

Justice of llie Peace. 




Persons under the age 
of twenty-oue years, 
commonly known as 
fliRARp COLLEGE, PHILADELPHIA, PA., FOR THE BEWEFiT minors, are iH legal Ian- 

OF DESIITOTK 0EPHAN8. ^^^^^ ^.^^UgJ -j^f^^^^^ 

In respect to property, females are of legal age in Ohio, Illinois, 
Iowa, and "Vermont, at eighteen years. 

At the age of fourteen, a male may make choice of a guardian, if 
one is in law required for him ; may bind himself as an apprentice, 
even if his parents refuse, provided the proper authorities approve, 
and is competent to consent to a contract for marriage. At seventeen, 
he may make a testament of personal property, and act as executor. 

Unless some statute enactment control, a female may bo be- 
trothed or given in marriage, at the age of seven ; at nine, if a wife, 
is entitled to dower ; at twelve, may give her consent to a con- 
tract of marriage; and, if possessed of sufficient discretion, in the 
judgment of the proper tribunal, may make a will of her personal 
property ; at fourteen, may choose a guardian ; at seventeen, may 
be an executrix ; and, at eighteen, may dispose of herself and pro- 
perty. 

With both sexes, however, it is to be borne in mind, majority or 
full age, in legal acceptation, is not attained till the age of twenty- 
one years is reached. 

If a person be born, for instance, upon the first day of February, 
1^ (257) 
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he is competent to contract upon the last day of January ; he beinjr 
then, in the eyes of the law, twenty-one years of age, the law recog- 
nizing no fractions of a day. 

An infant under the age of seven years, is deemed, in law, incom- 
petent to commit a, crime, for which he can be legally punished ; 
between seven and fourteen, his responsibility for crime is esti- 
mated according to the light afforded by his actions in general ; 
above fourteen, he is deemed as responsible for crimes as an 
adult. 

If goods are sold upon credit to an infant, and he refuse to pay 
for the same ; if a horse, for example, be bought of him, and the 
price paid therefor, and he refuse to deliver; or, if he give his prom- 
issory note, or bond, or if he borrow money; ia either case, the 
seller, buyer, holder, obligee, or creditor is without remedy against 
him, in the absence of fraud on his part. So, if he undertake to do 
a certain act and receive money therefor in advance, he cannot be 
compelled to perform his promise after he has parted with the con- 
sideration ; nor can the money be recovered from him. 

If, however, he retain the specific and identical consideration, 
and it can be identified, he is considered the trustee for that pur- 
pose of the party, and, upon his disavowing the contract, or 
refusing to perform it, is bound to surrender such particular con- 
sideration. 

He is not bound by his executed contract, if the Qther party can 
place him in the same situation, in respect to the subject-matter of 
the contract, that he occupied before such contract was entered 
into ; but he must, in the event of such replacing, return the con- 
sideration advanced to him. 

An infant, making a contract plainly beneficial to himself, can 
held the other party to it ; but, if such contract be not to his bene- 
fit, he may disown it, at his option. 

If he make a contract, to take effect when he becomes of age, he 
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may consider himself bound by it, or not, after ne attains his- 
majority. 

If he has been forced into a marriage against his wishes, he may 
afBrm or disaffirm the same, upon reaching his full age. 

If an infant husband contract for necessaries for liis family, to be 
paid for when he becomes of age, such contract is binding upon 
him. 

An infant is not prevented from avoiding any contract into which 
he may enter, by the fact, that his parents have released their 
claim to his services, or the wages accruing therefrom. 

An infant can make contracts for necessaries, as food, lodging, 
clothing, instruction, and medicine, by which he will be bound; but 
the seller, in such cases, is bound to see that the articles furnished 
by him are really necessaries to the particular infant, and that the 
latter is not already sufficiently provided with them by his parents 
or friends ; for, if the infant reside at the time with his parent, 
guardian, or other proper person in whose charge he has been 
placed, and is provided with necessaries suitable to his position, he 
cannot bind himself to a third person, even for such necessaries. 

What are to be considered necessaries, in any individual case, 
will depend upon the infant's rank and condition in life. Goods 
furnished to an infant trader are not such, even though he may gain 
his support and living by trade. 

Infancy is no defense, where misrepresentation or fraud exists. 
Thus, if goods are sold to an infant, upon the strength of his false 
assertion that he is of age, the vendor may either retake such 
goods, or maintain suit against the infant for damages. 

A person is liable for money borrowed by him, or goods pur- 
chased, during his infancy, 'f, after attaining his majority, he ex- 
pressly promise to pay for the same ; provided such promise be made 
by him voluntarily, and with a full knowledge that he is at the time 
legally discharged from all obligation to pay. 



260 MINORS. 

If, after attaining his majority, he ratify the contract, promising 
to pay the indebtedness as soon as he is able, it is incumbent upon 
the creditor, in order to recover, to establish the fact of his ability 
to pay. 



Deed of Oonfibmation. — Where an infant, by his guardian, is 
made a party to a conveyance of real estate, he may confirm the 
same by a deed in due form, (called a Deed of Confirmation,) upon 
attaining his majority. Such an instrument should be endorsed 
upon the original instrument thus:— 

Memorandum : That the within-named Rufus Stacy was not of 
age at the time of executing the within-written indenture, but hath 
now attained his full age of twenty-one years ; and did, on this 
seventh day of December, in the year one thousand eight hundred 

and , seal and deliver this present indenture in the presence 

of Franklin Somerby, 

GusTAVus White. 



Deed. 



This Indenture, made this seventh day of December, in the year 

of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , between Rufus 

Stacy, of Wilmington, County of Newcastle, and State of Delaware, 
son of Baldwin Stacy, deceased, of the one part, and Carlos Lang- 
don, of the same place, of the other part: Whereas, by a certain 
deed of bargain and sale, bearing date the fourteenth day of July, 

in the year one thousand eight hundred and , and made between 

Beriah Hopper and the said Rufus Stacy, of the one part, and the 
said Carlos Langdon, of the other part, for the consideration of five 
hundred dollars, the premises therein mentioned and hereinafter 
intended to be released and confirmed, are thereby granted and 
convoyed, or intended so to be, unto and to the use of the said Car- 
los Langdon, his heirs and assigns forever, as in and by the said 
indenture of bargain and sale, reference thereunto being had, will 
more fully appear; And, whereas the said Rufus Stacy, at the time 
of the date and execution of the said in part recited indenture of 
bargain and sale, was not of the age of twenty-one years, but hath 
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Since attained to such his age of twenty-one years, and hath .this 
day, and before tlie execution of these presents, duly sealed and de- 
livered the said in part recited indenture of bargain and sale, in the 
presence of Franklin Somerby and Gustavus White : Now, this in- 
denture witnesseth: — 

That, as well in performance of a covenant for further assurance, 
in the said indenture of bargain and sale contained, as also for and 
in consideration of the sum of two hundred dollars, to him, tlie said 
Eufus Stacy, in hand paid by the said Carlos .Langdon, at and be- 
fore the ensealing, and delivery hereof, the receipt whereof is hereby 
acknowledged, the said sura being the full share and part of the said 
Eufus Stacy, of and in the before-mentioned sum of five hundred 
dollars, agreed to be paid for the purchase of the said premises, he, 
the said Eufus Stacy, hath remised, released, aliened, and quit- 
clafmed, and by these presents doth absolutely remise, release, alien, 
and for ever quit-claim and confirm unto the said Carlos Langdon, 
in his actual possession now being, by virtue of the before-mentioned 
indenture of bargain and sale, and to his heirs and assigns, alLthat 
messuage, tract, or parcel of land, situate and being in Wilmington 
aforesaid, and bounded and described as follows, viz. : [describing 
the premises] : To have and to hold unto, and to the use of, the said 
Carlos Langdon, his heirs and assigns, forever. And the said Eufus 
Stacy, for himself and his heirs, the said premises in the quiet and 
peaceable possession of the said Carlos Langdon, his heirs and 
assigns, against him the said Eufus Stacy, and his heirs, and against 
all and every person whomsoever, lawfully claiming or to claim the 
same, shall and will warrant, and by these presents forever defend. 

In witness whereof, the said Eufus Stacy, party hereto of the 
first part, hath hereunto set his hand and seal, the day and year first 
above written. Eufus Stacy, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed and delivered") 

in presence of ) 

Pranklin Someeby, 
Gustavus White. 

I The above is to be acknowledged and recorded as other deeds.] 







CHAD 8 HOUSE CHESTER CO., PA., 
A RELIO OF THE REVOLUTION. 



A. MoKTOAOB is the conveyance of an 
estate, as a pledge for the security of a 
debt, upon payment of which it becomes 
I void. The person making it, is termed 
I the mortgagor ; he, to whom it is made, 
the mortgagee. 

All kinds of property, real and per- 
sonal, which may be absolutely sold, may be the subject of a mort- 
gage, unless prohibited by specific legislation ; a mere possibility oi 
expectancy, however, as that of an heir, cannot be mortgaged. 

Mortgages are, therefore, of several kinds. Considered with re- 
ference to the nature of the property affected by them, they may be 
either real mortgages, as of lands, tenements and hereditaments, or 
personal, or chattel mortgages, as of goods, chattels, and personal 
property ; with reference to the title of the thing mortgaged, they 
may be either legal or equitable. 

A legal mortgage of lands, is a conveyance of lands by a debtor 
to his creditor, as a pledge and security for the repayment of money 
borrowed, or the performance of a covenant, with a provision that 
such conveyance shall be void upon payment of the money and 
interest on a certain day, or the performance of such covenant by 
the time appointed, by which the conveyance becomes absolute in 
law ; leaving the mortgagor still a right to redeem the same land 
within a specified time, (regulated by statute in most of the States,) 
(262) 
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by payment of the original sum, witli interest and all intervening 
charges and expenses ; which right is called the mortgagor's equity 
of redemption. 

In some of the States, as in Pennsylvania, for example, the in- 
terest of the mortgagee in the land mortgaged, ceases at the time 
of the discharge of the debt; the mortgagor being deemed the real 
owner of the land, as the debt is the principal thing, and the land 
merely accessory. A mortgage is, therefore, treated as personal 
estate. 

Such a mortgage must be in writing ; either in one single deed, 
containing the whole contract, or in two separate instruments ; the 
one, containing an absolute conveyance, and the other a statement 
of the conditions upon the performance of which such absolute 
conveyance is to be defeated : which latter deed is, in law, called a 
defeasance. 

An equitable mortgage of land is one, where the mortgagor does 
not regularly and formally convey the land, but performs some act 
by which he manifests a determination to bind the same for the 
security of a debt owing by him. Thus, a deposit of title-deeds, 
with a verbal agreement, creates an equitable mortgage in those 
States which recognize its validity. 

The Statutes of the different States regulate the time within 
which mortgages are to be recorded, in order to affect innocent pur- 
chasers with knowledge of such incumbrances ; although, in all the 
States, an unrecorded mortgage is good as against the mortagor, 
or any purchaser knowing of the existence of such mortgage at the 
time of his purchase. 

Where a mortgage is payable by instalments, each payment made 
thereon should be receipted upon the record of the mortgage in the 
proper office as it is made. 

When a mortgage is paid, care should be taken that satisfaction 
is entered upon the proper record. 
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Chattel Mortgages. — In those States -wliicli recognize the va 
lidity of chattel mortgages (or mortgages of personal property), a 
recording of the same within a specified time is required, to render 
them valid as against third parties. 

As a general thing, such mortgages are not good against creditors 
of a mortgagor, unless the property mortgaged is actually delivered 
to^ and in the possession of the mortgagee ; or, unless the mortgage 
is regularly acknowledged and recorded. The safest course, there- 
fore, is to have them recorded at the time of execution. In Indiana, 
however, ton days are allowed for that purpose ; in jNIaryland, twenty 
days; in Georgia, three months ; and in North Carolina, six months. 

"Whenever, upon default being made in the observance of the 
conditions of such mortgage by the mortgagor, the mortgagee in- 
tends to foreclose or deprive the mortagor of his right of redeeming 
the property therein embraced, a written notice to that effect must 
be given by the mortgagee to the mortgagor. The length of this 
notice varies in the different States ; it being generally fourteen days, 
though in Massachusetts it is sixty days. 

Any such mortgage will be declared null and void, if proven to 
have been executed in order to defraud creditors. 

The mortgagor's interest in any such mortgage, may be leviec? 
upon by his creditors, at any time prior to the mortgagor's default 
in complying with the conditions expressed therein ; nor can a 
mortgagor sell or pledge personal property already mortgaged by 
him, without the written consent of the mortgagee ; a violation of 
this requirement subjecting him .ft several States to indictment and 
punishment as for a criminal offense. 

The difference between a mortgage of this kind and a pawn or 
pledge, consists in this ; by a mortgage, the whole legal title of the 
goods passes to the mortgagee conditionally, and if they are not 
redeemed at the stipulated time, the title becomes absolute in law, 
subject only to the mortgagor's equity of redemption ; but by a pawn 
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or Jlcdjjp, a special property, for the specific purposes of the con- 
tract, only passes to the pledgee, or holder, the personal ownership 
or property remaining still in the pledgor. 

Mortgages may be made to secure the payment of future advances, 
as well as of what has already been advanced, in the absence of any 
legislation to the contrary. 



Mortgage for Securing Payment of Money due on a Bond. 

Tuts Indenture, made the first day of September, in the year of 

our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , between Blkanah 

Howard, of Payetteville, County of Fayette, and State of Georgia, 
merchant, of the first part, and Oalvin Ohapin, of Fayetteville afore- 
said, yeoman, of the second part ; whereas the said party of the first 
part, by his bond or obligation, of the date herewith, (or, as the case 
may he,) stands bound unto the said party of the second part, in 
the sum of four thousand dollars, conditioned for the payment of two 
thousand dollars, as follows, to wit : [specifying the amount and 
times of payment as agreed upon,] as by the said bond and condi- 
tion may more fully appear: Now this indenture witnessetli, that 
the said party of the first part, in consideration of the said debt or 
sum of two thousand dollars, owing to the said party of the second 
part, as aforesaid, and for the better security of the payment thereof, 
with interest thereon, according to the condition of the said bond, 
hath granted, bargained and sold, and by these presents doth grant, 
bargain and sell, unto the said party of the second part, his heirs 
and assigns, all that certain piece of land, situate in, etc., [describing 
the premises], together with all and singular the appurtenances. 
To have and to hold the said tract of land, with the appurtenances, 
unto the said party of the second part, his heirs and assigns, forever. 
Provided always, nevertheless, and this conveyance is made upon 
the express condition, that if the said party of the first part, his 
heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, shall pay unto the said 
party of the second part, his heirs, executors, administrators, or 
assigns, the said sum of two thousand dollars, and interest thereon, 
according to the condition of the above in part recited bond or ob- 
ligation, then and from thenceforth these presents, and every matter 
and thing therein contained, shall cease, and be utterly null and 
void. 
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In witness whereof, the said party of the first part hath hereunto 
set his hand and seal, the day and year above-written. 
Signed, sealed and delivered") Elkanah Howakd, [seal.] 

Id presence of ) 

WiLHELM FauST; 

Noel Nobceoss. 
[]f mortgages are intended to he recorded, they are to be ac- 
knowledged as in cases of deeds.] 



Mortgage of Lands by Husband and 'Wife, with Power of Sale. 
This Indenture, made the twenty-third day of March, in the 

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , between 

Langdon Whitney, of Belvidere, County of Boone, and State of 
Illinois, and Susannah Whitney, his wife, of the first part, and 
Lawrence Stone, of Belvidere, aforesaid, of the second part, wit- 
nesseth : That the said parties of the first part, for and in considera- 
tion of the sum of three thousand dollars, lawful money of the 
United States, to them in hand paid by the said party of the second 
part, the receipt whereof they do hereby acknowledge, have granted, 
bargained, sold, aliened, released, conveyed, and confirmed, and 
by these presents do grant, bargain, sell, alien, release, convey 
and confirm, unto the said party of the second part, his heirs and 
assigns forever, all that certain parcel of land situate, etc., {describ- 
ing the premises) : together with all and singular the hereditaments 
and appurtenances thereunto belonging, or in anywise appertaining, 
and the reversion and reversions, remainder and remainders, rents, 
issues, and profits thereof; and also all the estate, right, title, inter- 
est, dower, possession, claim, and demand whatsoever of the said 
parties of the first part, of, in, and to the same, and every part 
thereof, with the appurtenances. To have and to hold the said 
hereby granted premises, with the appurtenances, unto the said 
party of the second part, his heirs and assigns, to his and their only 
proper use, benefit and behoof forever. Provided always neverthe- 
less, and this conveyance is made upon the express condition, that 
if the said parties of the first part, their heirs, executors, adminstra- 
tors, or assigns, shall pay unto the said party of the second part, 
his executors, administrators, or assigns, the sum of three thou- 
sand dollars, on or before the twenty-third day of March, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and , with interest, according 



MORTGAGES. 267 

to the condition of a bond of the said Langdon Whitney, to the 
said Lawrence Stone, bearing even date herewith, [or, as by hia 
certain promissory note of even date herewith, the said Langdon 
Whitney hath well and truly promised and agreed, him, the said 
Lawrence Stone, to pay within three years from the date thereof, 
with interest ;] then these presents shall become void, and the estate 
hereby granted shall cease and utterly determine. But, if default 
shall be made in the payment of the said sum of money, or of tho 
interest due thereon, or of any part thereof, at the time herein- 
before specified for the payment thereof, the said parties of the 
first part, in such case do hereby authorize and fully empower 
the said party of the second part, his executors, administrators and 
assigns, to sell the said hereby granted premises at public auction, 
and convey the same to the purchaser in fee simple, [agreeably to 
the act in such case made and provided,] and out of the moneys 
arising from such sale, to retain principal and interest, which 
shall then be due upon and by virtue of the said bond, [or, 
note, as the case is,] together with all costs and charges, and the 
surplus, if any, to pay to the said Langdon Whitney, party of the 
first part, his executors, administrators or assigns. 
Signed, sealed, etc. In witness whereof, etc. 

Eaphael HonPT, Langdon Whitney, [skal.] 

Bbnest Sampson. Susannah Whitney, [seal.] 



Mortgage to secure Endorser of a Promissory ITote. 

This Indenture, made the second day of October, in the year of 

our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , between Bernard 

Camp, of Port Wayne, County of Allen, and State of Indiana, of 
the one part, and Emory Gaston and David Hill, of the same 
place, of the other part, witnesseth : That, whereas the said 
Emory Gaston and David Hill have endorsed for the said Bernard 
Camp a certain promissory note for the sum of tea thousand dol- 
lars, dated the first day of September last past, and payable in six 
months after date, which said note has been discounted by the State 
Bank of Indiana, [add if desired, "and which said note it is con- 
templated to renew from time to time ;"] and the said Bernard 
Camp is desirous of securing the said Emory Gaston and David 
Hill against all responsibility as endorsers of the note aforesaid: 

Now, therefore, the said Bernard Camp, for the purpose of secur- 
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ing the said endorsers from the payment of the note aforesaid, aa 
well as In consideration of the sum of one dollar to hinj in hand 
paid by the said Emory Gaston and David Hill, at and before the 
ensealing and delivery hereof, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowl- 
edged, hath granted, bargained, sold, released, and confirmed, and 
by these presents doth grant, bargain, sell, release, and confirm 
unto the said Emory Gaston and David Hill, their heirs and assigns, 
all that certain tract or parcel of land situate, etc., [describing the 
•premises,^ together with all and singular the appurtenances there- 
unto belonging, or in any wise pertaining : To have and to hold the 
said lot of land, hereditaments, and premises hereby granted, or 
mentioned, or intended so to be, with the appurtenances, unto the 
said Emory Gaston and David Hill, their heirs and assigns, to the 
only proper use and behoof of the said Emory Gaston and David 
Hill, their heirs and assigns, forever. Provided always, neverthe- 
less, and this conveyance is made upon the e.xpress condition, that 
if the said Bernard Camp, his heirs, executors, administrators or 
assigns, shall and do, well and truly pay or cause to be paid, unto the 
said Camp, the aforesaid promissory note for ten thousand dollars, 
on the day and at the time hereinbefore mentioned and appointed 
for the payment thereof, or by other lawful means, save and keep 
harmless and indemnified the said Emory Gaston and David Hill 
their heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, from the pay- 
ment of the said note, [as well as all notes given and endorsed for 
the renewal of the same, or any part thereof,] and all costs, dam- 
ages, or charges as sureties aforesaid, then and from thenceforth both 
this indenture and the estate herein mentioned and hereby granted 
shall cease and determine, and become absolutely null and void 
any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Signed, sealed, etc. In witness whereof, etc. 

AVii.iJA^r Rose. Beenaed Camp, [seal.] 

James T. Hunt. 



Mortgage of Indemnity to Sureties. 

This Indenture, made the third day of November, in tne year 

one thousand, eight hundred and , between Eustace Flint, of 

Iowa City, County of Johnson, and State of Iowa, of the one part, 
and Caleb Holmes and Francis Bates, of the other part, witness- 
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eth : That whereas the said Caleb Holmes and Francis Bates have 
this day become sureties iu a certain bond, by the said party of 
the first part as principal excuted, which said bond is in and for 
the penal sum of three thousand dollars, conditioned for the deliv- 
ery unto Walton Stimpson, Sheriff of said County of Johnson, of 
certaiu articles of personal property therein named and described, 
by the said Eustace Flint this day replevied from the possession 
of the said sheriff, within three days after the rendering of any 
judgment to that efifect by the District Court of the Fourth Dis- 
trict in said Iowa, as by reference unto the said bond will more fully 
and at large apppear. 

Now, therefore, the said Eustace Flint, for and in consideration 
of the sum of one dollar, to him in hand paid by the said Caleb 
Holmes and Francis Bates, and for the purpose of securing and 
indemnifying the said Caleb Holmes and Francis Bates, thi 
heirs, executors, and administrators of each of them, for or on ac- 
count of the suretyship aforesaid, hath granted, bargained, sold, 
released, and confirmed, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, 
sell, release, and confirm, unto the said Caleb Holmes and Francis 
Bates, and their heirs and assigns, all that certain messuage, tract, 
or parcel of land situate, etc. [describing the premises,] together 
with all and singular the appurtenances. To have and to hold the 
said lot of land, with the appurtenances, unto the said Caleb 
Holmes and Francis Bates, their heirs and assigns forever. Pro- 
vided always, nevertheless, and this conveyance is made upon the 
express condition, that, if the said Eustace Flint, his heirs, execu- 
tors, administrators, or any of them, shall and will well and truly com- 
ply with the conditions of the said in part recited bond, by deliver- 
ing lip unto the said Sheriff the property as aforesaid, within the 
time mentioned, or by other lawful means shall and will save and 
keep harmless and indemnified the said Caleb Holmes and Francis 
Bates, their heirs, executors and administrators, from the payment 
of the said bond, and all costs, damages, and charges for or by 
reason of their suretyship as aforesaid, then, and from thenceforth, 
the estate herein and hereby granted, shall cease and determine, 
and this indenture become absolutely null and void, any thing 
herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Signed, sealed, etc. In witness whereof, etc. 

Edwin Chase, Eustace Flint, [seal.] 

FEr.vn SnrrPON. 
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Endorsement Extending a Mortgage to Secure Money by a 
Second Bond. 

Whereas the within-named Calvin Chapin, hath advanced and 
lent unto the within-named Elkanah Howard, the further sum of 
one thousand dollars, the receipt whereof the said Elkanah Howard 
doth hereby acknowledge, and therefore the said Elkanah Howard 
hath entered into one bond or written obligation, under his hand and 
seal, of even date herewith, to the said Calvin Chapin, in the penal 
sum of two thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States, 
with a condition therein contained for making the same void, upon 
payment unto the said Calvin Chapin, his executors, administrators, 
or assigns, of the sum of one thousand dollars, of like lawful money, 
with interest for the same at the rate of ten per cent., per annum, 
on the first day of October, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and as in and by the said within bond or obligation, and the con- 
ditions thereof, reference thereunto being had, will more fully appear : 
Now know ye, that for the better security and more sure payment 
unto the said Calvin Chapin, his executors, administrators, and 
assigns, of the said further sum of one thousand dollars, and interest 
on the said first day of October, in the year one thousand eight 

hundred and , according to the true intent and meaning of the 

said recited bond or obligation, he, the said Elkanah Howard, for 
himself, his heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, doth hereby 
covenant, promise, and agree to and with said Calvin Chapin, his 
executors, administrators, and assigns, that the messuage, etc., [re- 
ferring also to the record of the mortgage,] and all and singular 
other the premises, with the appurtenances, by the within-written 
indenture of mortgage mentioned to be granted, bargained, sold, and 
demised, and every part and parcel thereof, shall stand chargeable, 
remain, continue, and be a security unto him, the said Calvin Chapin, 
his executors, administrators, and assigns, as well for the payment 
of tlie sum of two thousand dollars within mentioned, and the interest 
thereon, as also for the payment of the said further sum of one thou- 
sand dollars, now lent and advanced as aforesaid, and the interest 
thereon; and that the said premises or any part thereof, shall not be 
redeemed or redeemable, either in law or equity, until not only the 
said sum of two thousand dollars before lent, and the interest thereon, 
but also the said sum of one thousand dollars now lent, and the in- 
terest thereon, shall be paid and satisfied unto the said Calvin Chapin, 
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his executors, administrators, or assigns, according to the true intent 
and meaning of these presents. In witness whereof, etc., 
Signed, sealed, etc., Blkanah Howard, [seal.] 

Hammatt Boyden, 

Edwin Haetranft. 



The following covenants, or either of them, may be added to either 
of the foregoing, if desired i 

For Insurance. 

And it is also agreed by and between the parties to these presents, 
that the said party of the first part, shall and will keep, or cause to 
be kept, the buildings erected and to be erected upon the lands above 
conveyed, insured against loss or damage by fire, and that he shall 
and will assign the policy, and certificate thereof, to the said party 
of the second part, his executors, administrators, or assigns ; and, 
in default thereof, it shall be lawful for the said party of the second 
part, his executors, administrators, and assigns, to efibct such insur. 
ance, and the premium or premiums paid for the same, shall be a 
lien upon the said mortgaged premises, added to the amount of the 
said bond or obligation, (or, as the case is,) and secured by these 
presents. 

[When property, covered by a policy of insurance, is mortgaged, 
the mortgagee, in order to receive the benefits of such policy, in 
case of a loss, must have the policy assigned to himself, with the 
approval of the Company. Eeoent decisions in New York and 
Pennsylvania, having established the doctrine, that any transfer of the 
policy by the owner of the property, whether for collateral security 
or for other purposes, vitiates the policy as against the mortgagee, 
some insurance companies have formally agreed that no act of the 
owner shall, in similar cases, vitiate the policy. Mortgagees should 
be on their guard upon this point.] 



To Pay Taxes and Assessments. 

And it is also agreed, that the said party of the first part, his 
heirs, executors, or administrators, shall and will, from time to time, 

and at all times hereafter, until the above-named sum of dollars 

shall be fully paid and satisfied unto the said party of the second 
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part, as aforesaid, pay and discharge all, and all manner of taxes, 
rates, and assessments, which shall be laid, taxed, rated, or assessed 
upon the premises aforesaid, or any part thereof, or upon the said 
party of the second part, his executors, administrators, or assigns, 
for or in respect thereof, or any part thereof, and shall also save 
harmless and keep indemnified the said party of the second part, his 
executors, administrators, or assigns, of and from all actions, suits, 
penalties, forfeitures, costs, charges, and damages, which shall or 
may be brought, commenced, incurred, or forfeited, or which shall 
or may arise or happen, for, or by reason of, the non-payment of 
such taxes, rates, or assessments, in any wise howsoever. 



Belease upon a Heal Mortgage. 

Whereas, Elkanah Howard, by indenture of mortgage, dated the 
first day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 

hundred and , recorded in the office of [nammg the proper office 

and place of recording ,] did grant in mortgage to me, Calvin Cha- 
pin, of Fayetteville, County of Fayette, and State of Georgia, to 
secure the payment of the sum of two thousand dollars, with interest 
thereon, a certain messuage, tenement, tract, or parcel of land situate 
and being in said Fayetteville, and bounded and described as follows, 
viz. : [inserting a description of the premises as in the mortgage] : 
And, whereas the said Elkanah Howard is desirous of having his 
said messuage and lot relieved from the operation of said mortn'a<''e : 

Now, therefore, I, the said Calvin Chapiu, in consideration of the 
premises, and of the sum of one dollar, to me in hand paid by the 
said Elkanah Howard, together with sundry and divers other good 
and valuable considerations, the receipt of which at and before the 
ensealing and delivery of these presents, I do hereby acknowledo-e, 
have covenanted, promised and agreed, and do hereby, for myself, 
my executors, administrators, and assigns, covenant, promise, and 
agree, with the said Elkanah Howard, his heirs and assigns, that no 
execution, or other final process, or proceeding in law, shall be sued 
out, levied, taken, or executed, by me, or by my heirs, executors 
administrators, or assigns, by virtue of the mortgage aforesaid on 
for, or against the messuage, or lot conveyed by the said Elkanah 
Howard to me, the said Calvin Chapin, as above recited ; and, by 
these presents, I do hereby remise, release, and forever quit claim 
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unto the said Elkanah Howard, his heirs, executors, administrators, 
and assigns, the aforesaid described premises. 

In witness whereof, etc. Caltin Chapin, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, etc., 

Robert Johns, 

JosiAH Abbott. 



Satisfaction by Mortgagee. 

I, Calvin Chapin, of Fayetteville, County of Fayette, and State 
of Georgia, do hereby certify, that a certain deed of mortgage, dated 
the first day of September, a. d. 18 — , executed by Elkanah Howard, 
of Fayetteville aforesaid, to secure the payment of two thousand 
dollars, with interest, to me, and recorded in Mortgage Book I), 
page 384, in the Recorder's OfBce, [or, other 'proper office,] in said 
County of Fayette, is fully paid and satisfied; and I do hereby 
consent that the same be discharged of record. 

Witness my hand and seal this ninth day of November, a. d. 18 — . 

Calvin Chapin, [seal.] 

Haeey Harbison, > ,„. 

-ra r Witnesses. 

Fbedekiok Fbantz, ) 



Another Form. 
I, Lawrence Stone, of Belvidere, County of Boone, and State of 
Illinois, do hereby certify, that a certain mortgage, bearing date 
the twenty-third day of March, a. d. 18 — , made and executed by 
Langdon Whitney, of the same place, and Susannah, his wife, to 
secure the payment of his bond for three thousand dollars, with 
interest, bearing even date with said mortgage, and recorded, etc., 
[as the case is,] is fully paid and satisfied. 

Dated the fifteenth day of June, a. d. 18 — 
In presence of Lawrence Stone, [seal.] 

Ernest Rinker, 
Thomas Blair. 
[The above should be acknowledged before the proper officer.] 

Short Form of Chattel Mortgage. 

Know aix Men by these Presents, that I, Alfred Emory, of 
Murray, County of Calloway, and State of Kentucky, in considera- 
' 18 
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tioii of the sum of two hundred dollars, to me paid by Bcnjaniiu 
Daniels, of the same place, the receipt and payment whereof la 
hereby acknowledged, have granted, bargained, and sold, and by 
these presents do grant, bargain, and sell, unto the said Benjamin 
Daniels, all the goods and chattels, wares, effects, and merchandise, 
mentioned and specified in the schedule hereunder written, (or, 
"hereunto appended"). To have and to hold all and singular the 
said goods and chattels, wares, effects, and merchandise, unto the 
said Benjamin Daniels, his executors administrators, and assigns, 
forever, [add a covenant of warranty, as in deeds, -if desired]. 
Provided, nevertheless, that if I, the said Alfred Emory, my execu- 
tors, administrators, or assigns, or any of them, shall and do well 
and truly pay, or cause to be paid, unto the said Benjamin Daniels, 
his executors, administrators, or assigns, on or before the sixth day 
of July, A. D. 18 — , the sum of two hundred dollars, [as by his pro- 
missory note, of even date herewith, the said Alfred Emory, doth 
promise to pay unto the said Benjamin Daniels, for value received, 
or, as the case -is,] then these presents, and evei-y clause, article or 
thing herein contained, shall cease and be null and void ; otherwise 
to be and remain in full force and virtue. 

In witness whereof, etc., Alfked Emory, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, etc., 

Edwin Hoeton, 

FosTEK Dane. 



Mortgage of Houseliold Furniture. 

Know all Men bt these Presents, that I, Adolphus Barton, of 
Augusta, County of Kennebec, and State of Maine, for and in con- 
sideration of the sum of five hundred dollars, to me in hand paid by 
Jarvis Deering, of Augusta aforesaid, the receipt whereof is hereby 
acknowledged, have bargained and sold, and by these presents do 
bargain and sell, unto the said Jarvis Deering, all and singular the 
goods, furniture, and household stuff particularly mentioned and 
•contained in the schedule hereunto annexed, marked " A," and now 
in my possession at the house by me occupied in Augusta aforesaid, 
situate and being upon Main street, in said Augusta, and known 
as number fifty-six upon said street: To have and fo hold all and 
singular the said goods, furniture, o,nd household stuff, unto the said 
Jarvis Deering, his executors, administrators and assigns, forever : 
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Provided always, nevertheless, and these presents are upon this 
express condition, that, if the said Adolphus Bates shall well and 
truly pay, or cause to be paid, unto the said Jarvis Deering, his 
executors, administrators, and assigns, a certain promissory note, 
(or, as the case may be,) of even date herewith, for the sum of four 
hundred and sixty dollars, with interest, payable to the said Jarvis 
Deering, or his order, in one year from the date hereof, then this 
conveyance shall be void, otherwise to be and remain in full force 
and virtue ; and provided, also, that until default is made by the 
said Adolphus Bates in the performance of the aforesaid conditions, 
it shall and may be lawful for him, the said Adolphus Bates, to keep 
and retain possession of the said hereby granted property, and truly 
to use and enjoy the same ; but, if the same, or any part thereof, 
shall be attached, at any time before payment of the aforesaid pro- 
missory note, by any other creditor or creditors of the said Adolphus 
Bates than the said Jarvis Deering, then it shall be lawful for him, 
the said Jarvis Deering, his heirs, executors, administrators, or 
assigns, to take immediate possession of the whole of the property 
hereby granted to his and their sole use and disposal. 

In testimony whereof, etc. Adolphus Bates, [seal.] 

In presence of 

Harold Child, 

John G. Locke. 
[Append the schedule and acJcnowledgment in each of the fore- 
going chattel mortgages.] 

ITotice of Sale upon Chattel Mortgage. 
Bt virtue of a chattel mortgage executed by Adolphus Bates, of 
Augusta, County of Kennebec, and State of Maine, to Jarvis Deer- 
ing, dated the first day of May, a. d. 18 — , and filed in the office of 
{naming the proper office), on the third day of April aforesaid, and 
upon which default has been made, I shall sell the property therein 
mentioned and described, to wit [specifying the articles as in the 
schedulej : at public auction, at the house of the aforesaid Adolphus 
Bates, in the city of Augusta aforesaid, on the seventeenth day of 
October next, at ten o'clock in the forenoon. Dated at Augusta 
aforesaid, the first day of July, a. d. 18 — . Jaevis Deering, 

Mortgagee, 
[or Henry Dallas, Assignee. [ 
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A FBENCH CANADIAN FARM-HOUSE, 
CANADA EAST. 



Naturalization is the act by wliich 
an alien, or foreigner, becomes invest- 
ed with the rights and privileges of a 
native-born subject or citizen. In 
the United States, a person duly 
naturalized is entitled to all the privi- 
leges and immunities of a native-born 
citizen, except that he must have 
been a resident of the United States 
for seven years, to enable him to occupy a seat in Congress, and that 
he is not eligible to the office of President or Vice-President, or, 
under the Constitution of some of the States, to that of Governor. 

Congress having the power, under the Constitution of the United 
States, to establish a uniform rule of naturalization, has provided 
by various enactments, as follows, viz. :. Any alien, having arrived 
in the United States after the age of eighteen years may, be ad- 
mitted to the rights of citizenship, after a declaration, upon his 
part, or oath or affirmation, before the Supreme, Superior, District, 
or Circuit Court of, or any court of record having common law 
jurisdiction in, any of the United States, or of the territories thereto 
belonging, or before a Circuit or District Court of the United 
States, or the Clerk or Prothotiotary of any of the aforesaid courts, 
two years at least before his admission, that it is his bona fide in- 
tention to become a citizen of the United States, and to renounce 
(276) 
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forever all allegiance and fidelity to any foreiga prince, potentate, 
state, or sovereignty whatever, and particularly, by name, the prince, 
potentate, state, or sovereignty, whereof such alien may at any time 
have been a citizen or subject ; if such alien has borne any heredi- 
tary title, or been of any of the orders of nobility in the kingdom or 
state from which he came, he must, moreover, expressly renounce 
his title or order of nobility, in the court in which his application 
is made, which renunciation is to be recorded in such county ; and 
the court admitting such alien must also be satisfied that he has 
continuously resided in the United States for five years, at least, im- 
mediately preceding his naturalization, and also within the State or 
Territory wherein such court is at the time held, at least one year 
immediately previous to such naturalization ; and that, during such 
five years, he has been of good moral character, attached to the 
principles of the Constitution of the United States, and well dis- 
posed to the good order and happiness of the same ; the oath of at 
least two citizens of the United States is requisite to prove the fact 
of such residence; and, at the time of his application to be admitted 
.to citizenship, he must make, upon oath or affirmation, the same 
declaration of renunciation and abjuration of allegiance to any 
foreign Jiower, and also, make oath or affirmation to support the 
Constitution of the United States ; all of which proceedings are to 
be recorded by the Clerk or Prothonotary of ihe proper court. 

If any alien, having legally filed his declaration of intention to 
become a citizen and taken the necessary oath or affirmation, die 
before he is actually naturalized, his widow and children are en- 
titled to all the rights and privileges of citizens, upon taking the 
required oaths or affirmations. 

Any alien, arriving in the United States under the age of eighteen 
years, and continuously residing therein until the time of his appli- 
cation for citizenship, may, after reaching the age of twenty;One 
years, and having been a resident within the United States for five 
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years, including the three years of his minority, be admitted a citi- 
zen, without making the formal declaration of intention required in 
other cases; but, at the time of his admission, he must make such 
declaration, and further satisfy the court, upon oath or affirmation, 
that, for the three years immediately preceding, it had been his 
bona fide intention to become such citizen, and in all other respects 
must comply with the naturalization laws of the United States. 

Severe penalties for counterfeiting any evidence of citizenship, or 
disposing of a certificate of naturalization to any person other than 
the one for whom it was issued, are imposed by act of Congress. 

It is to be observed, in this oonnection, that as the various States 
have the right, under the Constitution of the United States, of de- 
fining and fixing the qualifications of their respective citizens, per- 
sons who are aliens and not citizens of the United States, may yet 
be citizens of a particular State, under its enactments, entitled to 
right of suffrage and other privileges and immunities enjoyed by, 
and belonging to, the citizens of such particular State. 

Some of the States have also interfered, by legislative enactment, 
to require a naturalized citizen to reside in such State a certain 
length of time after his naturalization, before he can enjoy the right 
of suffrage therein. 

It has been held, that, if a subject of a foreign power, at the time 
of leaving the dominion of such power, actually owed military duty 
or service to such power, by formal enactment or conscription, he 
is not protected, in the event of his return within the dominion of 
such power, by his certificate of naturalization within the United 
States, from the discharge of such duty or service, but is bound to 
render the same, upon demand therefor made after such return. 

It is but just, however, to add, that this opinion is strongly com- 
bated, and can by no means, at present at least, be considered as 
embodying the settled opinion of the proper authorities, or of the 
people of the United States. 
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Declaration of Intention by an Alien. 

Emandel Hertz, being duly sworn (or affirmed,) according to 
law, declares and says, tiiat he is a native of France, etc., subject 
[or citizen, as the case is,] of the Emperor of Prance ; that he is 
now residing in the City and County of Baltimore, in the State of 
Maryland ; that he is twenty-eight years of age, or thereabout, and 
that it is his hona fide intention to become a citizen of the United 
States, and to renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity to any 
foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty whatever, and parti- 
cularly to the Emperor of France, (or, as the case is,) of whom (or 
which,) he is now a subject (or citizen). 

Emanuel Hektz. 

Sworn (or affirmed) and subscribed before me, this nineteenth 
day of July, a. d. 18 — . Herbert E. Wilson, Clerk. 



Certifloate of suoli Declaration. 



United States op America, } 



State op Maryland, Codnty op Baltimore, ss ; 
Be it remembered, that on this nineteenth day of July, in the 

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , before me, 

the Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas (or other proper court,) 
for the County of Baltimore, personally appeared PJmanuel Hertz, 
who being duly sworn (or affirmed) according to law, upon his 
solemn oath (or affirmation,) did declare, depose, and say, that he 
is a native of France, etc., subject (or citizen) of the Emperor of 
Prance ; that he is now residing in the City of Baltimore, within 
said county ; that he is twenty-eight years of age, or thereabouts ; 
and that it is his lona fide intention to become a citizen of the 
United States, and to renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity to 
any foreign prince, potentate, or sovereignty whatever, and particu- 
larly to the Emperor of France, of whom (or which) he is now a 
subject (or citizen). 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand ani} 
affixed the seal of the said County, this nineteenth day of 
[L. S.] July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and . 
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Petition for naturalization for an Alien arriving after eighteen 
years of age. 

To the Honorable the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas (or 
other proper court,) for the County of Baltimore : 

The petition of Emanuel Hertz, a native of Paris, in France, 
respectfully showeth ; That he declared on oath, (or affirmation,) 
before the Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas, (or proper 
court) for the said County of Baltimore, on the nineteenth day of 
July, A. D. 18 — , that it was his bona fide intention to become a citi- 
zen of the United States, and to renounce forever all allegiance 
and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty 
whatever, and particularly to the Emperor of France, of whom (or 
which) he was at that time a subject (or citizen) ; that your 
petitioner has resided within the United States upward of five 
years, and in the State of Maryland one year, both periods imme- 
diately preceding this his application to become a citizen of the 
United States ; and that he has never borne any hereditary title, 
or been of any of the orders of nobility in his own or any other 
country. 

He therefore prays, that, on his making this proof, and taking 
the oath prescribed by law, he may be admitted a citizen of the 
United States of America. And he will ever pray, etc. 

Emanuel Hektz. 



Afladavit of a Citizen to accompany the above. 

Thomas F. Barton, a citizen of the United States of America, 
being duly sworn (or affirmed,) according to law, saith that he 
knows, and is well acquainted with Emanuel Hertz, the petitioner; 
and to his knowledge he has resided in the United States five 
years, and in the State of Maryland one year, both periods imme- 
diately preceding his application to be a citizen ; that during the 
said period of five years he has behaved as a person of good moral 
character, attached to the principles of the Constitution of the 
United States, and well disposed to the good order and happiness 
of the same. Thomas F. Bakton, 

Sworn (or affirmed,) in open Court, 

Herbert E. Wilson, Clerk. 



NATUEALIZATION. 281 

Affidavit of Alien to accompany above. 

I, ICmandel Hektz, do swear (or affirm,) that the contents of my 
petition are true ; that I will support the Constitution of the United 
States ; and I now renounce and relinquish any title or order of 
nobility to which I am now or hereafter may be entitled ; and I do 
absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and 
fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty what- 
ever, and particularly to the Emperor of France, (or as the caseis,) 
of whom I was before a subject (or citizen). Emanuel Hertz. 

Sworn (or affirmed) in open Court, this first day of August, a. d. 
18 — . Herbert E. Wilson, Clerk. 



Certificate of If aturalization for an Alien arriving after the age 
of eighteen years. 

United States of America, ss. 

Be it remembered, that at the Court of Common Pleas for the 
County of Baltimore, held at the City of Baltimore, in the State 
of Maryland, on the first day of August, in the year of our Lord 

one thousand eight hundred and , Emanuel Hertz, a native of 

Paris, in France, exhibited a petition, praying to be admitted to 
become a citizen of the United States ; and it appearing to the 
said Court that he had declared on oath (or affirmation), before 
the Clerk of the said Court of Common Pleas (or, as the case is), 
on the nineteenth day of July, a. d. 18 — , that it was his hona fide 
intention to become a citizen of the United States, and to renounce 
forever all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prino,e, potentate, 
state or sovereignty whatever, and particularly to the Emperor of 
France, of whom (or which) he was at that time a subject (or 
citizen) ; and the said Emanuel Hertz having, on his solemn oath 
(or affirmation) declared, and also made proof thereof agreeably to 
law, to the satisfaction of the Court, that he had resided one year 
and upward within the State of Maryland, and within the United 
States of America upward of five years, both periods immediately 
preceding his application ; and that during said period of five 
years, he had behaved as a person of good moral character, attached 
to the principles of the Constitution of the United States, and well 
disposed toward the good order and happiness of the same ; and " 
having declared, on his solemn oath (or affirmation,) before the 
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said Court, that he wonld support the Constitution of the United 
States, and that he did absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure 
all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign prince, potentate, state 
and sovereignty whatsoever, and particularly to the Emperor of 
France, of whom he was before a subject (or citizen) ; and having 
in all respects complied with the laws in regard to naturalization ; 
thereupon the Court admitted the said Emanuel Hertz to become a 
Citizen of the United States, and ordered all the proceedings afore- 
said to be recorded by the Clerk of the said Court ; which was done 
accordingly. 

In witness whereof, I, Herbert E. Wilson, Clerk of the 
Court of Common Pleas, have hereunto afBsed the seal of 
the said Court, at the said City of Baltimore, this first day 
[L. S.] of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and , and of the Sovereignty and Independ- 
ence of the United States of America the . 

Herbert E. Wilson, Clerk. 



Petition for Naturalization for an Alien arriving under eighteen 
years of age. 

To the Honorable William P. Giles, Judge of the District Court of 
the United States, in and for the District of Maryland, (or, as 
the case is) : 

The petition of Victor Kraup, a native of Prussia, respectfully 
showeth : That he declared on oath, (or affirmation) before the 
Clerk of the District Court of the United States, in and for the 
District of Maryland, on this day (or, as the case is,) that it was 
bona fide his intention to become a citizen of the United States, 
and to renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign 
prince, potentate, state and sovereignty whatever, particularly to the 
King of Prussia ; that, at the time of his arrival, he was under 
eighteen years of age ; that he has continued to reside in the 
United States since that period ; that for three years previous to his 
arrival at full age, it was, and still is, bona fide his intention to be- 
come a citizen of the United States, and to renounce forever all 
allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state or 
sovereignty whatever, particularly to the King of Prussia, of whom 
he was at the time a subject ; that your petitioner has resided in 
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the United States upward of five years, and in the State of Mary- 
land one year, both periods immediately preceding this his applica- 
tion to become a citizen of the United States ; and that he has 
never borne any hereditary title, or been of any of the orders of 
nobility in his own or any other country. 

He therefore prays that, on his making the proof and taking the 
oath prescribed by law, he may be admitted a citizen of the United 
States of America. And he will ever pray, etc. 

Victor Kraup. 

[To be accompanied hy affidavit of a citizen and of the peti- 
tioner, as in case of petitioner arriving after eighteen years of age.^ 



Certificate of ETaturalization In above ease. 

Be it remembered, that^ at a District Court of the United States, 
holden at Baltimore, in and for the District of Maryland, on, etc., 
' [proceeding as in the certificate for one arriving after eighteen 
years of age, as far as through the phrase, " made proof thereof 
agreeably to law ;" thence as follows ;] that he had resided 
within the limits, and under the jurisdiction of the United States, 
three years next preceding his arrival at the age of twenty-one 
years, and continued to reside therein to the time of making his 
application : that including the three years of his minority, he had 
resided within the limits and under the jurisdiction of the United 
States five years and upward ; and that during the three years next 
preceding, it had been bona fide his intention to become a citizeii 
of the United States ; and it appearing to the satisfaction of the 
Court, that during said period of five years, he had behaved, etc. 
[as in the former certificate]. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my 
name, and affixed the seal of the said Court, at Baltimore, 

fL. S.] this first day of August, A. D. 18 — , and in the year 

of the Independence of the United States. 

Thomas Spicee, 
Clerk District Court United States. 
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A Pkomissoey Note is a promise or 
engagement in writing, to pay a speci- 
fied sum at a time therein limited, or on 
demand, or at sight, to a person therein 
named, or his order, or assigns, or to 
the bearer. The person making the 
note is called the drawer or maker ; the 
HOUSE IN wicH GK,,. FKASEE ^.^^ ^^ ^^^^ j^ j^ pajable, thc payBB ; 

(OF bukqoyne's ahmy) died, ^ I ^ ' t. ^ ' 

OCT. 8, 1777. the person endorsing it, the endorser; 

he to whom such endorser transfer's his interest therein by such en- 
dorsement, the endorsee I and the-person in whose possession it is 
at the time it is due and payable, the holder. 

The essential requisites in law, to constitute a promissory note, 
are the following : it must be in writing ; the promise to pay must 
be absolutely expressed ; it must be for the payment -ef money, and 
money only; and the amount must be fixed and certain, and pay- 
able without condition or contingency at a fixed period of time, or 
upon some event which must certainly occur. If no time be fixed 
for its payment, it is payable upon demand ; if payable to a ficti- 
tious person, it is payable to the bearer. When there is no date, 
the time is computed irom the day when its existence is first estab- 
lished. If the sum in figures differs from that expressed in words, 
the latter controls. 

In Pennsylvania and New Jersey, a note must purport to bo 
C284) 
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given " without defalcation or discount," to relieve the holder from 
auy set-off which the maker may have against the original payee, 
even if the note were negotiated before it was due. In Missouri, 
the following words are required : " negotiable and payable without 
defalcation or interest." 

A joint and several note ordinarily commences thus : " We jointly 
and severally promise :'' or, " "We, or either of us, promise." If two 
persons desire to become equally responsible, it should run thus : 
" We jointly promise ;" or, " We jointly, but not severally, 
promise." 

An Accommodation Note is one upon which the maker receives 
no consideration, but which he makes for the purpose of lending the 
payee, or other party, his credit to enable him to raise money thercr 
upon. Upon such a note the party, for whose accommodation it 
was made, cannot recover from the person thus lending him the use 
of his name ; but, if it is endorsed for value by the former to a third 
person who knows the nature of such note, that third person may 
recover from the original maker, or party lending his name and 
credit. 

In notes secured by a guaranty, instead of an endorsement, the 
words, " value received," or some others importing a consideration, 
must be used ; and, if such guaranty is upon a separate piece of 
paper, it must describe the note with sufficient distinctness. Such 
guaranty, unless expressly made negotiable, is only valuable to the 
person first taking the note, and advancing money upon it. 

If a person, at the time of taking any note, (except an accommo- 
dation note,) has notice that it is void in the hands of the payee 
upon any legal grounds, he places himself, by such taking, in pre- 
cisely the same-position as the payee. A note drawn by the maker, 
as a gift to a son, relative, or friend, lacks consideration, and no 
action can be maintained upon it. So, a note given by a person to 
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an officer of a benevolent society, for his initiation-fee as a member, 
or for payment of his quarterly dues, is riot founded upon a sufficient 
consideration. The consideration requisite to validate the note 
must consist, either in some benefit to the party making-it, or some 
forbearance, or responsibility, act, labor, or service on the part of 
the other. 

A note is void when founded npon fraud ; or upon taking an un- 
due advantage of the maker, as procuring the note from him when 
in a state of intoxication ; or, where the consideration is illegal, as 
for illicit cohabitation, or for contracts for the purchase of a public 
office, or in the nature of a wager. A material alteration in a note, 
as in the date, or amount, or time of payment, discharges all parties 
who have not consented to such alteration. A note given upon 
Sunday is also void. 

A note drawn in favor of a certain person, or bearer, needs no 
endorsement, the possession of the same being sufficient evidence 
of title in the holder. 

Notes bear interest only when it is so expressed therein ; a note 
payable on demand, or at sight, draws no interest until after de- 
mand or presentation of the same has been made. 

The following classes of notes are negotiable, that is, may be 
transferred so as to convey title to the holder: when payable to a 
person, or order ; to a person, or bearer ; to a person, or his 
assigns ; or to the cashier of any incorporated company, or order, 
as such. 

A general endorsement by the payee, or the party, is effected by 
such payee's writing his name upon the back of the note ; in which 
case, all tha responsibilities attaching to an endorser, in the event 
of a refusal by the maker to pay the note after the proper steps, as 
detailed above, have been taken by the holder, rest upon him. A 
special endorsement is effected by directing, upon the back of the 
note, paynient to be made to a particular person ; as, " Pay to William 
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Thomas, or order." If the endorser wishes to be free from all lia- 
bility, he should accompany his endorsement with the words, "-with- 
out recourse," if the endorsement be general ; if special, as follows : 
' Pay to "William Thomas, at his risk ;" or " without recourse upon 
me ;" or " without recourse." 

The endorsement of a note passes no property, unless the endor- 
ser at the time has a legal property in the same. A payee, or 
endorser, who is an infant, may transfer to any subsequent holder 
the interest of all the parties to the note, except his own ; such en- 
dorsement not binding him personally. A note payable to a mar- 
ried woman, is^ properly transferable by the endorsement of her 
husband ; if payable to partners, any member of the firm may en- 
dorse the same, except where such firm has been dissolved during 
the life of the partners, in which case he cannot endorse without 
special authority from all the other members ; if payable to several 
persons, not partners, the endorsement must be joint, and of all of 
them ; if the payee or holder become bankrupt, his assignees may 
endorse a note payable to him ; if he die, his executors or adminis- 
trators. 

The endorser of a note is merely security that the maker shall 
pay the money due thereon ; if the holder is guilty of neglect, or re- 
ceives part of the money from the maker, giving further time for 
the balance, the endorser is discharged from all responsibility, ex- 
cept the same be done with his express consent ; a release of ante- 
cedent endorsers, is also a discharge of all subsequent endorsers. 
A demand of payment upon the maker, or due diligence in endeav- 
oring to make the same, is necessary in order to charge the endorser. 
The insolvency or death of the maker does not excuse neglect to 
make this demand; if the maker be dead, the demand should be made 
on the. executor or administrator; or, if none has been appointed, 
at the dwellin,^'-house of the deceased. If, however, the maker has 
absconded, or removed into another State after the date of the 
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note, and is not to be found when the note is due, no demand is 
necessary. 

In the United States, where a note is payable at a definite period 
after date, or after sight, or (generally speaking) at sight, three 
days beyond the time expressed on the face of the note (called days 
of grace,) are allowed to the person who is to pay the same, within 
which to make such payment. Notes payable on demand are not 
entitled to days of grace. These days of grace must be computed 
according to the laws of the place where the note is payable ; are to 
be reckoned exclusive of the day when the note would otherwise 
become due; and without deduction for Sundays or holidays; in 
which latter case, by special enactments in most of the States, 
notes are deemed to become due upon the secular day next preced- 
ing such days. Thus, a note, due upon the twenty-fifth day of 
December, is payable upon the twenty-fourth, as the day when due 
is Christmas-day; if the twenty-fourth chance to be Sunday, it is 
due upon the twenty-third. 

In calculating the time when a note becomes due, the day of its 
date is excluded, and the word " month" is construed to mean a 
calendar month, and not a lunar month. Thus, a note given on the 
thirtieth day of January, payable in one month, is due on the twenty- 
eighth day of February, (or, in leap year, the twenty-ninth,) and the 
days of grace are calculated thereupon. 

In order to charge an endorser, the note, if payable at a particular 
place, must be presented for payment at that place upon the very 
day when it became due ; if no place of payment be named, it must 
be presented either to the maker personally, or at his place of busi- 
ness during the usual business hours, or at his dwelling-house, within 
reasonable hours ; if payable by a firm, a presentment may be made 
to cither of the partners, or at the firm's place of business ; if given 
by several persons jointly, not partners, the demand must be made 
upon all. If the note has been lost, mislaid, or destroyed, the holder 
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must, still make a regular and formal demand, offering the party at 
the same time a sufficient indemnity, in the event of his paying the 
same. 

If a note is payable at a bank, and the holder is there, on the day 
upon which the note falls due, until the usual hour for closing, ready 
to receive payment, no further demand upon the maker is necessary 
in order to charge the endorser. The demand in all cases must be 
made upon the last of the days of grace ; a demand before such time 
passing for nothing as against the endorser. 

In the absence of special legislation, notes payable at sight, or on 
demand, must be presented for payment within a reasonable time 
in order to charge the endorser ; what constitutes such reasonable 
time, depends upon the circumstances of each case. In Massachu- 
setts, notes payable on demand must be presented within sixty 
days from their date, without grace, or the endorser is discharged. 

A person taking a note, even for value, after it has been dis- 
honored, or is overdue, takes it subject to all the set-offs which the 
maker may have against the original payee. Thus, if the maker 
has paid a part, or the whole, or if it was given for the payee's ac- 
commodation merely, the holder can receive no more than the original 
payee could have recovered. If, however, the maker admit before 
the transfer that he has no defense or set-off, the holder is not affected 
by any equities existing between such maker and his payee. 

If, upon presentation as above stated, payment be refused, the 
holder must be prompt to give notice to the endorser of such refusal, 
and inform him that he will be held for the payment of the same ; 
othei-wise the endorser is discharged. In the case of a note, a de- 
mand and notice by the holder personally, or his agent, either verbal 
or written, is suflicient to charge the endorser ; but, it is advisable 
to place it in the hands of a Notary Public, inasmuch as most of 
the States have provided that the protest and certificate of such 
officer shall he prima facie evidence of the facts therein contained. 
19 
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If any loss occur through such officer's neglect, he is responsible 
therefor to the holder. 

As regards the time within which such notice of refusal and dis- 
honor is to be given, the following rule obtains : Where both parties 
reside in the same town or city, notice must be given to the endorser 
personally, or at his dwelling, or place of business, at furthest on 
the next business day after presentment and dishonor ; when they 
reside in different places, the notice, propei'ly directed, must be sent 
by the mail of the next day, or by the nest mail after the day of 
dishonor, or notice of the dishonor. If there be several endorsers, 
each is allowed one day after receiving notice of dishonor to forward 
notice to the endorser immediately preceding himself. If the en- 
dorser's residence be not known, a reasonable time is allowed within 
which to ascertain the same ; if, after the exercise of due and rea- 
sonable diligence, it cannot be found, the holder is excused from 
giving such notice. 

A payment by a married woman, without the consent of the hus- 
band, is invalid, and the money may be recovered back by the latter ; 
if made by an infant, he may revoke it ; if made by an agent, after 
the death of his principal, though such death were unknown to the 
former, it may be recalled as a payment in mistake ; if made by a 
bankrupt, out of his assets, after an act of bankruptcy committed by 
him, it is void, unless protected by some statute giving it binding 
force. 

If payment be made to a person, by reason of a forged signature 
of the payee, or other endorser ; or, if the note has been specially 
endorsed, and a person falsely claiming to be such special endorser, 
receives payment : in either case, the maker is not discharged by 
Buoh payment. So, if a note be paid before it is due, such payment 
does not extinguish the debt ; and, if the note afterward come into 
the hands of a bona fide holder for value, the latter can still insist 
upon full payment thereof from the maker at its maturity. 
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A Judgment Note differs from a common promissory note, in 
having a seal appended, with a power of attorney to confess judg- 
ment upon non-payment of the same. 

A Penal Bill is a short substitute for the more formal instru- 
ment known as a bond. 

A Single Bill is a writing whereby one or more persons promise 
to another, or others, to pay him or them a certain sum of money at 
a time therein specified, and without any condition. It is commonly 
under seal. 

A Due Bill is a simple acknowledgment of a debt in writing. It 
is not payable to order, nor is it assignable by mere endorsement. 

A Pkoduce Note is a written engagement to deliver, at a certain 
place and time, or on demand, certain specified articles of merchan. 
dise, or merchandise of a certain general description, at current rates 
and to a specific amount. Like a due bill, it is assignable, but not 
by simple endorsement. 

To recover upon such a note, the holder need not have made a 
demand for the articles at the time and place ; but the maker must 
prove that he was ready at the time and place, and continued ready, 
to deliver such articles ; failing in this, the holder may recover the 
amount of the note in money. 

A Check is a written order or request, addressed to a bank, or 
persons carrying on the banking business, and drawn upon them by 
a party having money in their hands, requesting them to pay upon 
presentment to a person therein named, or to bearer, a specified sum 
of money. It is made payable to bearer, or order, and is transferable 
like a bill of exchange or note, by delivery, or endorsement. 
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A check and a bill of exohaDge, or note, differ in these respects ; the 
former is not due before payment is demanded, and is not entitled to 
days of grace ; it may be taken after it is overdue, and the holder still 
not be subject to the equities, as set-off and the like, existing between 
the drawer and the party from whom he receives it ; and no delay in 
demanding payment of the former, on the part of the holder, excuses 
the drawer from such payment, unless he has suffered some loss or 
injury by reason of such delay, and then only to the extent of such 
loss or injury. 

A Memorandum Check is a check given, in general with an un- 
derstanding that it is not to be presented for payment at the bank 
upon which it is drawn. Such checks have no other effect, between 
the original parties thereto, than common due-bills ; but third per- 
sons, into whose possession they may come for a valuable considera- 
tion, without notice of their nature, have the same rights as holders 
of ordinary checks. 

A bank is not bound to pay a check, unless it has funds therefor 
to the full amount ; and, if the sum for which it is drawn be fraudu- 
lent'j altered and increased, and the bank pay the altered sum, it 
must itself bear the loss, unless the drawer himself, by his own care- 
lessness or immethodical mode of filling up, has afforded a ready 
occasion for such alteration. If a bank refuse to pay a customer's 
check, after having received the money, it is liable therefor in 
damages. The death of the drawer is generally considered as a re- 
vocation of the banker's authority to pay a check ; but, if it be paid 
before notice of such death, the payment is good. 

A check being designed as immediate payment, and not for general 
circulation, the holder eliould present it, at farthest, before the close 
of banking hours on the next succeeding secular day after receiving 
it ; and this for the purpose of obviating the consequences resulting 
from a longer delay, if the bank should in the mean time fail with 
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sufficient funds of the drawer in its possession to meet tlie check ; 
in ■whicli case, the holder must bear the loss. 

A Bill op Exchanob is an open letter of request from, and order 
by, one person upon another, to pay a sum of money therein men- 
tioned to a third person, on demand, or at some future time therein 
specified. The party making the order is called the drawer ; the 
person to whom it is addressed, the drawee ; he who accepts the bill, 
the acceptor ; the party to whom or in whose favor the bill is made, 
the payee ; he who writes his name upon the back thereof, the en- 
dorser ; he to whom the bill is transferred by such writing, the en- 
dorsee ; and, as a general rule, any one of the parties in possession of the 
bill and entitled to receive the money therein mentioned, the holder. 

Bills of exchange are either foreign, or inland ; foreign, when 
drawn by a person out of the United States upon another within 
the same, or the reverse ; or by a person in a foreign country upon 
another in another foreign country ; or, (according to the generally 
received doctrine,) by a person in one State upon another in another 
of the United States. Inland bills of exchange are usually termed 
drafts; the term, bills of exchange, being coniined to those drawn on 
foreign countries. 

The principal diSerence between foreign and inland bOls is, that 
the former must be protested, while the latter need not. Foreign 
bills of exchange generally consist of several parts, as many in num- 
ber as may be requested by the payee, called a set ; each part con- 
taining a condition that it shall be paid, if the others remain unpaid ; 
the whole set, however, making but one bill. 

No precise form of words is required to constitute a bill of ex- 
change, though custom has sanctioned, in the main, the general 
forms hereafter introduced ; but, to make it negotiable, the power to 
assign it must appear upon its face ; therefore, a bill drawn payable 
to a certain person, without the words, "or assigns," or, "or order," 
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or other like words of negotiability, cannot be so endorsed as to sub- 
ject the acceptor to a suit by the endorsee. 

Possession of a bill of exchange endorsed in blank, or generally, 
proves property ; but not in bills specially endorsed, as they do not 
pass by mere delivery. 

Most of the principles applicable to the presentation and demand 
of promissory notes, in order to charge the endorser, obtain in the 
case of bills of exchange. 

It is better to present all bills for acceptance ; although when 
drawn at so many days or months after date, they need be presented 
for payment only ; otherwise, if payable at sight, or at so many days 
after sight, or after demand. Such acceptance should be in -writing, 
signed by the acceptor, and should follow the express terms of the 
bill, as to sum, time, place and mode of payment ; the payee not 
being bound to take any other, and having the right to consider the 
bill as dishonored, if the acceptance vary, or be limited. 

If acceptance be refused, the safest course is, to have the bill 
protested, and see that notice of such refusal is promptly sent to 
the drawer and endorsers. In such case, the laws of Connecticut, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New York, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, and Virginia, require that the bill be protested for non-accept- 
ance, and notice given. The same rule has also been laid down in 
the Circuit Court of the United States ; but, in the Supreme Court 
of the United States, and in Pennsylvania, it has been held, that 
such protest and notice are unnecessary. Still, the safest course is 
as above directed. 

An acceptance supra protest is the conditional undertaking of a 
party not on the bill, who accepts the same, for the honor of some 
one of the parties thereto after it has been protested for non-accept- 
ance, or if, after acceptance, the acceptor abscond or become bank- 
rupt, to pay, if the drawer do not. Such acceptance is for the 
benefit of all the parties subsequent to him for whose honor it was 
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made, whose name is generally specified therein. The bill, in such 
case, must be presented for payment at its maturity, notwithstanding 
the previous refusal of the drawee ; as he may, in the mean time, 
have received funds for the purpose of so doing. In case of bills 
payable after date, such presentation must be made on the day upon 
which they would fall due, according to their date ; with bills paya- 
ble after sight, upon the day on which they would fall due, com- 
puting from the acceptance for honor, and adding three days of 
grace. Uuless notice of non-payment be given within due time to 
the acceptor for honor, he is discharged. It is, however, optional 
to take or refuse an acceptance for honor. 

When a foreign bill has been protested for non-payment, a person 
not upon the bill may pay it for the honor of some party upon it, 
(which is called a payment supra protest,) and have his remedy 
against the party for whose honor he paid it, and all others who 
are liable to him. Such remedy, however, is only allowed to one 
paying after protest. 



Negotiable Note. 
$300. Chicago, November 1, 18 — . 

Sixty days after date I promise to pay to Otis Weed, or order, 
three hundred dollars, for value received. Moeris Weight. 



Same for Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 

Philadelphia, Oct. 17, 18 — . 
Ninety days after date I promise to pay to the order of Heman 
Eay, one hundred and eighty dollars, without defalcation, for value 
received. Thomas Eeed. 



Note not Negotiable. 
$500. Baltimore, April 3, 18—. 

Six months after date I promise to pay to Henry Cheatham, five 
hundred dollars, for value received. Francis B. Caeyl. 
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K'ote for two or more Persons. 
$3000. Indianapolis, September 6, 18 — . 

We, or either of us, [or, "jointly and severally"] promise to pay 
to the order of Hammatt Billings three thousand dollars, for value 
received. Ezra Chase, 

Simon Wood. 



Joint JNTote. 
1250. Mobile, May 18, 18—. 

Six months after date we jointly, but not severally, promise to 
pay to Eli Holden, or order, two hundred and iifty dollars, for value 
received. Edmund Tiiokn, 

Harris Flint 



Uote with Surety. 

Cincinnati, December 17, 18 — . 
Thirty days from date, I promise to pay to Edwin Cross, or 
order, four hundred and eighty dollars, for value received. 

Theodore Tyson, 
Charles Carroll, Surety. 

Note on Demand. 

$300. Syracuse, January 1, 18 — . 

On demand, I promise to pay to Ernest Hall, or order, three hun- 
dred dollars, value received. Sylvester Sampson. 



JXTote Payable by Instalments. 

.■i^eOO. Madison, February 8, 18—. 

PoR value received, I promise to pay to Seth Hand, or order, 
six hunilrcd dollars, in manner following, to. wit : two hundred 
dollars in one month from date, two hundred dollars in two months, 
and two hundred dollars in three months ; with interest on the sev- 
eral sums, as they hecome due. Walter Wflliamb. 



INTote in Missouri. 



$1"5. St. Louis, May 5, 18—. 

'J'nRBB 111 onihs after dale, 1 promise to pay to Silas Wells, one 
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hundred and seventy-five dollars, for value received ; negotiable and 
payable witliout defalcation or discount. 

Frederick Harrington. 



Judgment Note. 

For value received, I promise to pay to William Eudman, of 
Tamaqua, or order, three hundred dollars, with interest, on the iirst 
day of April next. And, further, I do hereby empower any attorney 
of the Court of Common Pleas of Schuylkill County, or any other 
Court of Record of Pennsylvania, or elsewhere, to appear for me, 
and after a declaration filed therefor, to confess a judgment against 
me for the above sum, as of last, next, or any other subsequent 
term, with costs of suits, release of errors, etc., with stay of execu- 
tion until said first day of April next. 

Witness my hand and seal, at Tamaqua, this first day of Decem- 
ber, in the year one thousand eight hundred and . 

Signed, sealed and delivered") Meredith Foqg, [seal.] 

in presence of j 

Peter Morse, 
Moses Owens. 



Same, waiving all right to Exemption Law and stay of Execution. 

Philadelphia, May 1, 18 — . 
I PROMISE to pay to Carroll Herbert, or to his executors, admin- 
istrators, or assigns, the sum of three thousand dollars, on the first 
day of January next ensuing the date hereof [without defalcation], 
for value received. And I do hereby confess judgment unto the 
said Carroll Herbert, for the above-named sum ; and I do hereby 
authorize any prothonotary, attorney, or clerk of any court of com- 
petent jurisdiction, to enter up this judgment against me, and in 
favor of the said obligee, with release of errors, and without stay of 
execution. And I do hereby relinquish, waiver, and dispense with 
all benefit, claim, or advantage of the Act approved, etc. [reciting 
the date of approval and title of the statute^ , so far as this judgment 
is concerned; and agree not to plead or set up the same, or in any 
manner hinder, delay, or impede the full and prompt, collection of 
this judgment. 
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In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, the 
day and year aforesaid. Moses Bates, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, etc. 

"Wakbueton Morris, 

HiLAND Horsham. 



Shorter form of Judgment liTote. 
$500. Pittshurg, July 3, 18 — . 

Six months after date I promise to pay to the order of Alfred 
George, five hundred dollars, [without defalcation] for value re- 
ceived. And I do hereby empower the Prothonotary [or Clerk] of 
any Court of Eeoord within this Commonwealth, or elsewhere, to 
enter judgment against me for that amount, with release of errors, 
etc., and costs of suits ; [with stay of execution for three months.] 
Witness my hand and seal, this first day of January, A. D. 18 — . 
In presence of Thompson Black, [seal.] 

Sumner White, 
Griswold Dana. 



A Penal Bill. 
Know all Men by these Presents, that I, John Savage, do owe 
unto James Rush, the sum of one hundred dollars, to be paid unto 
the said James Rush, his executors, administrators or assigns, with 
interest, on or before the first day of July next ; for the which pay- 
ment, well and truly to be made, I bind myself, my heirs, executors 
and administrators, in the penal sum of two hundred dollars, firmly 
by these presents. In witness whereof, etc. 
Signed, sealed, etc., John Savage, [seal.] 

John Wat, 

Warland Eaton. 



A Single Bill. 

Know all men by these presents, that I, John Savage, do owe and 
am indebted to James Rush in the sum of one hundred dollars, to 
be paid to the said James Rush, his executors, administrators or 
assigns, with interest, on or before the first day of July next. In 
witness whereof, etc., 
Signed, sealed, etc. John Savage, [seal.] 

\A power of attorney to confess judgment may he added to th« 
above if desired.l 
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Common Form of Due-Bill. 

$78.80. Baltimore, July 1, 18 — . 

I OWE Samuel Sites seventy-eight dollars and eighty cents. 

Whakton Puoh. 



Same, for Balance of Account. 

$18.80. Baltimore, July 1, 18 — . 

Upon settlement of accounts, this day, with Samuel Sites, I ac- 
knowledge the sum of seventy-eight dollars and eighty cents to be 
due and owing to him by me. Whakton Pugh. 



Produce Wote, Payable on Demand. 

$250. Alton, June 1, 18—. 

For value received, I promise to pay to Lambert Haynes, on de- 
mand, at my store, goods to the amount of two hundred and fifty 
dollars. Cuthbeet Oeesson 



Same, payable at future date. 
$250. Alton, June 1, 18—. 

FoK value received, I promise to deliver, three months after date, 
to Lambert Haynes, at my yard in said Alton, first quality hemlock 
joists [or, whatever is agreed upon,] to the amount of two hundred 
and fifty dollars, valued at the market price current at that time. 

CUTHBEKT OrESSON. 



Same, with Surety. 
$250. Alton, June 1, 18—. 

PoR value received, we jointly and severally promise to deliver, 
three months after date, to Lambert Haynes, at Outhbert Cresson's 
yard, in said Alton, first quality hemlock joists [whatever is agreed 
upon,] to the amount of two hundred and fifty dollars, valued at 
the market price current at that time. 

Outhbert Oeesson, 
Victor Heins, Surety. 

Check. 
No. 788. New Orleans, April 1, 18—. 

Citizens' Bank, pay to Kobert Eadcliff, or bearer [or order] six 
hundred y^^ dollars. Thomas Dapuy & Co. 

.«G00.34. 
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Set of Foreign Bills of Exchange. 
Exchange fcr £300 Slg. Cliarleston, July 24, IS — . 

No. 204. 
Sixty days after sight of this, my first of exchange, (second and 
third of the same tenor and date not paid,) pay to the order of 
Messrs. Rothermel & Wildermings three hundred pounds sterling, 
value received, and charge the same without further advice to 

William Aikin. 
To Messrs. Beown, Bkothbes & Co., Liverpool. 



Second. 



Exchange for £300 Stg. Charleston, July 24, 18 — . 

No. 204. 
Sixty days after sight of this, my second of exchange, (first and 
third of same tenor and date not paid,) pay to the order of Messrs. 
Eothermel & Wildermings three hundred pounds sterling, value 
received, and charge the same, without further advice, to 

William Aikin. 
To Messrs. Bkown, Bkothbes & Co., Liverpool. 



Third. 



Exchange for £300 Stg. Cliarleston, July 24l, 18 — . 

No. 204. 
Sixty days after sight of this, my third of exchange, (first and 
second of the same tenor and date unpaid,) pay to the order of 
Messrs. Eothermel & Wildermings, three hundred pounds sterling, 
value received, and charge the same without further advice to 

William Aikin. 
To Messrs. Beown, Bkothkes & Co., Liverpool. 



Draft. 

Buffalo, May 1, 18—. 
Three days after sight, pay to the order of Walter B. Mitchell 
four hundred dollars, value received, which charge to the .ac- 
count of Youre, etc., John C. Huokins. 
Messrs. Coley & To'iman, New York 
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Aooeptanoe. 
The acceptance of a bill of exchange or draft is effected by the 
drawee's writing across the face (usually with red ink), thus : 
"Accepted, May 16, 1832. Colby & Totman." 



Protest of a Promissory Ifote for Hon-Payment. 

[After inserting a copy of the notes, with the names of the en- 
dorsers appended thereto, proceed thus : — ] 
United States op America : 

Be it known, that on the day of the date hereof, at the request 
of Thomas "Williamson, the holder of the original promissory note, 
of which a true copy is above written, I, Richard T. Stewart, Notary 
Public, for the State of Alabama, by lawful authority duly com- 
missioned and sworn, residing in Mobile, during the usual hours of 
business for such purposes, presented the same at the place of busi- 
ness, [or residence, if the party is not in business,] of Henry T. 
Stone, [or, to a person in attendance, or, as the case is,J and de- 
manded payment thereof, (the time limited therein and the usual 
grace having elapsed,) to which he answered, "I cannot pay this 
note," [inserting the substance of the reply, 1 or words to that effect. 

"Whereupon I, the said .Notary, at the request aforesaid, have 
protested, and do hereby solemnly protest, against the drawer of 
said note, the endorsers and all others concerned therein, for ex- 
change and re-exchange, and all costs, charges, damages and interest, 
suffered and to be suffered by reason or in consequence of the non- 
payment of said note. Of all which I notified the endorsers thereof. 
Thus done and protested at Mobile aforesaid, the fifteenth 
[L. S.] day of August, a. d. 18 — . 

Richard T. Stewart, Notary Public. 



Ifotioe to Endorsee of above Protest. 

Payment of Henry T. Stone's note, in favor of John Day, and by 

you endorsed, dated Mobile, April 15, 18 — , for four hundred and 

fifty dollars, delivered to me for protest by Thomas Williamson, the 

holder, being this day due, demanded, and refused, it has been by 
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me duly protested accordingly, and you will be looked to for pay. 
ment of the same; of which you hereby have notice. 

EicHAED T. Stewart, Notary Public, 
No. 161 Battle street, Mobile. 
To William Eichakdson, Mobile. 



Protest of a Bill of Exchange for Uon-Aooeptanoe or Ifon- ■ 
Payment. 

[After insertiug a copy of the bill, with the names of the endorsers 
appended thereto, proceed as follows : — ] 

United States op America: 

Be it known, that on the day of the date hereof, at the request 
of Samuel C. Paxson, the holder of the original Bill of Exchange, 
of which a true copy is above written, I, Loyd Jones, Notary Public 
for the State of Georgia, by lawful authority duly commissioned and 
sworn, residing in Savannah, during the usual hours of business for 
such purposes, presented the same at the place of business [or re- 
sidence, if the party be not in business,] of Abraham Myers, the 
drawee, [if presented for acceptance; or " <7ie acceptor," if presented 
for payment,] thereof, to the said Abraham Myers, [or, as the case 
may be,] and requested acceptance thereof, [if for payment say, 
demanded payment thereof, the time limited therein and the usual 
days of grace having expired,] which wds refused, the said Abraham 
Myers, [or, as the case is,] replying, [here insert the substance of the 
reply,] or words to that effect. 

Wherefore I, the said Notary, at the request aforesaid, etc., 
[L. S.] [as in the protest for a note, varying as is necessary]. 

Loyd Jones, Notary Public. 



Notice to Drawer of above Protest. 

Savannah, October 1, 18 — . 

Acceptance [or payment] of your bill of exchange or draft on 

Abraham Myers, in favor of Ross Brothers, dated St. Louis, July 

1, 18^, for one thousand dollars, delivered to me for protest by 

Samuel C. Paxson, the holder, being this day \if protested for nan- 
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payment, here insert, "due,"] demanded and refused, it has been by 
me duly protested accordingly, and you will be looked to for pay- 
ment of the same ; of which you hereby have notice. 

LoTD Jones, Notary Public, 
No. 18 Main st., Savannah. 
To Nathaniel Eussbll, New YorTc. 



ITotioe to Undorser of Same. 

Savannah, October 1, 18 — . 
Acceptance [or ■payment] of a certain bill of exchange or draft, 
drawn by Nathaniel Russell on Abraham Myers, in favor of Eoss, 
Brothers, and by you endorsed, dated, etc., [concluding as in the 
foregoing.] Loyd Jones, Notary Public, 

No. 18 Main st.. Savannah. 
To Oliver Hazzaed, Pittsburg. 



Bond of Indemnity upon Paying a I^ost Ifote. 

Know all Men bt these Presents, that I, Arthur P. Bonney, 
of Easton, County of Talbot, and State of Maryland, am held and 
firmly bound unto Elias Oox, of the same place, in the sura of one 
thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States, to be paid to 
the said Elias Cox, or his certain attorney, executors, administrators 
or assigns ; to which payment, well and truly to be made and done, 
I do bind myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, and each 
and every of them, firmly by these presents. Sealed with my seal 
and dated this fourth day of March, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and . 

Whereas the above-named Elias Cox, by his promissory note 
signed by him, and dated the fifth day of September, in the year 

one thousand eight hundred and , did promise to pay unto 

Charles Gregory, or order, five hundred dollars, six months after 
date, for value received, and such said note was afterward endorsed 
by the said Charles Gregory and others, and became the properLy 
of Thomas E. Eustis, of Baltimore, in said State of Maryland, as 
the said Eustis avers ; and whereas the said Eustis alleges that he 
sent the said jiote by mail, on the twentieth day of February last 
past, to the above-named Arthur P. Bonney, to be by him received 
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for the said Thomas Eustis's use ; which said note, it is apprehended, 
was stolen out of the mail, [or as the case is,] or otherwise lost. 
And whereas the said Blias Cox has, on the day of the date hereof, 
at the request as well of the said Thomas Eustis as of the said 
Arthur P. Bonney, and upon his, the said Arthur P. Bonney's pro- 
mising to indemnify the said Ellas Cox, and deliver up the said note to 
be cancelled when found, paid the said Arthur P. Bonney the said sum 
of five hundred and sixteen dollars, in full satisfaction and discharge 
of the said note, the receipt whereof the said Arthur P. Bonney doth 
hereby acknowledge; The condition, therefore, of the above-named 
obligation is such, that if the said Arthur P. Bonney, his heirs, ex- 
ecutors, or administrators, or any of them, do and shall, from time 
to time, and at all times hereafter, save, defend, keep harmless, and 
indemnify the said Ellas Oox, his executors and administrators, and 
the goods, chattels, lands, and tenements of the said Elias Cox, of, 
from, and against the said note of five hundred dollars, and of and 
from all costs, charges, damages, and expenses, that shall or may 
happen or arise therefrom, and also to deliver or cause to be delivered 
up the said note, when and so soon as the same shall be found, to 
be cancelled, then this obligation to be void; otherwise to be and 
remain in full force and virtue. Arthur P. Bonnet, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed and delivered) 
in presence of j" 

Edwin Hart, 

Stacy Traftoh 




A Partnership is an agree- 
ment between two or more 
persons to share in the pro- 
fit and loss arising from the 
use and application of their 
capital, labor, and skill, in 
THE STATE CAPITOL AT sASHviLLE, TENKE8SEE. gomelawfulbusiuesS, whether 
the capital be supplied by one, and the labor and skill by another, 
or each contribute both labor or skill and capital. 

It is not constituted merely by an interest of different parties in 
the same thing ; the test is, whether there is a participation in pro- 
fits and a joint liability to loss. 

A general partnership is one formed for trade or business gener- 
ally, without limitations; a special partnership is one in which the 
joint interest extends only to a particular concern, as, for example, 
in the erection of a house ; a limited partnership is one, in which one 
or more of the partners put in a certain amount of capital, which is 
liable for the contracts of the firm, but beyond that amount the 
party or parties advancing are not liable. The regulations con- 
cerning the last-named species of partnership, in any particular 
State where it is recognized, are to be found in the statutes of such 
State ; and a strict compliance with the provisions of such statutes 
is necessary, in order to avoid incurring the responsibilities attach- 
ing to the position of general partner. 

20 (305) 
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A person who lends his name as a partner, or who suffers his 
name to continue in the firm after he has actually ceased to bo a 
partner thereof, is still responsible to third persons as a partner. 

A partner may buy and sell partnership effects ; make contracts 
in reference to the business of the firm ; pay and receive money ; 
draw, and endorse, and accept bills and notes ; and all acts of such 
a nature, even though they be upon his own private account, will 
bind the other partners, if connected with matters apparently hav- 
ing reference to the business of the firm, and transacted with other 
parties ignorant of the fact that such dealings are for the particu- 
lar partner's private account. So, also, the representation or mis- 
representation of any fact made in any partnership transaction by 
one partner, or the commission of any fraud in such transaction, 
will bind the entire firm, even though the other partners may have 
no connection with, or knowledge of the same. 

If a partner sign his individual name to negotiable paper, all the 
partners are bound thereby, if such paper appear upon its face to be 
on partnership account. So, if the negotiable paper of a firm be 
given by one partner on his private account, and in the course of its 
circulation pass into the hands of a bona fide holder for value, with- 
out notice or knowledge of the fact attending its creation, the part- 
nership is bound thereby. 

One partner cannot bind the firm by deed ; though he may by 
deed execute an ordinary release of a debt due the partnership, 
thereby precluding the firm from a recovery of the same. 

A creditor of an individual partner can levy upon and sell only 
such partner's individual interest in the surplus of the partnersnip 
property, remaining after the payment of all demands against such 
partnership. The purchaser at such sale acquires all the right 
which his debtor previously had in such property ; but is not bound 
to become a partner, nor are the others bound to admit him. 
If no time be fixed in the articles of copartnership for the com 
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mencement of such partnersliip, it is presumed to commence from 
the date and executiou of such articles. If no precise period is 
therein mentioned for its continuance, a partner may withdraw at 
any time, and dissolve such partnership at his pleasure ; and even 
if a definite period be agreed upon, a partner may, by giving notice, 
dissolve the partnership as to all capacity of the firm to bind him 
by contracts thereafter made ; such partner subjecting himself 
thereby to a claim for damages, by reason of his breach of the 
covenant. 

The death of either partner, also, dissolves the partnership, unless 
there be an express stipulation that, in such an event, the repre- 
sentatives of such deceased partner may continue the business in 
connection with the survivors, for the benefit of the widow and chil- 
dren of such decedent. An executor, administrator, or personal re- 
presentative continuing in the business under such circumstances, is 
personally responsible as partner for all debts contracted. 

If it is desired, that a majority of the partners shall have the 
right to control the affairs of the partnership, and in certain con- 
tingencies to close up the same, a stipulation to that effect should 
be inserted in the articles ; as, in its absence, the power of a ma- 
jority to wind up or sell out a concern will not be presumed. 

Eegarding Limited Partnerships, the following general provisions 
exist in the statutes of most of the States which permit them : The 
names of the special partners are not to be used in the firm, which 
is to transact business in the names of its general partners, without 
the addition of any general term ; such special partners cannot 
transact any business on partnership account, or act for that pur- 
pose as agents, attorneys, or otherwise, though they may advise and 
be consulted as to the management of the business ; before suth 
partnership can go into operation, a registry of the same must be 
made in the required oflSce, with a certificate, signed and acknowl- 
edged by the parties, containing the style of the firm, the general 
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nature of the business, the names of the partners, the amount of 
capital furnished by the special partners, (which must be in cash, 
and an afBdavit filed, stating the fact,) and the period of the part- 
nership's continuance ; the terms of the partnership must likewise 
be published for a specified time, as also the notice of its dissolution, 
if any takes place by act of the parties before the expiration of the 
time named in the certificate. No such partnership caa make 
assignments or transfers, or create any lien, with the intent to prefer 
particular creditors. The special partners may receive an annual 
interest on the capital invested, if the original capital be kept to its 
full amount ; but they cannot claim as creditors, in the event of the 
insolvency of the partnership. 

A partnership is dissolved by the act or agreement of the partners, 
or some of them ; by a decree of a Court of Equity ; or by the mere 
operation of law. A dissolution by a Court of Equity may take place, 
in cases of gross misconduct, or abuse of authority, or want of good 
faith and diligence, such as imperil the interests of the partnership ; 
also, whenever the object for which the partnership was formed be- 
comes impracticable, or when one of the partners becomes perma- 
nently incapable of performing his obligations and duties. 

A partnership is dissolved by operation of law, by a voluntary 
and hona fide assignment by any partner of all his interest therein ; 
by the bankruptcy or death of any of the partners ; or by a war 
between the countries of which the partners are subjects. 

Immediately after a dissolution, a notice of the same should be 
published in the public papers, for general information, and a special 
notice sent to every person who has had dealings with the firm. If 
these precautions be not taken, each partner will still continue liable 
fcfr the acts of the others to all persons who have had no notice of 
such dissolution. Such a notice, however, is unnecessary, when the 
dissolution takes place by the bankruptcy or death of a partner; 
nor upon the retirement of a silent partner from the firm, except to 
those who were aware that he was such silent partner. 
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Upon a dissolution, one partner may sign the firm name to a 
receipt given to a firm debtor ; but all must join in the endorse- 
ment of a note or bill, or the acceptance of a bill, unless some one 
of the firm has been specially empowered for that purpose by the 
others. 

Upon the assignment by one partner to the others of his interest 
in the partnership property, the word " release" is the proper word 
to be used to pass such interest. 

Whenever a change is made in a firm, new securities should be 
taken in all cases of guaranty and suretyship, or of bonds given to 
partners for the faithfulness of clerks, agents and other officers, as 
it has been decided that securities given to the former partnership 
do not continue valid in the event of a change in its members. 

Articles of Copartnerslilp. 

Aticles of Agreement, made and concluded this first day of 

July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , 

between Eben E. Calvert, of Marshall, County of Calhoun, and 
State of Michigan, of the one part, and Daniel G. Harrison, of the 
same place, of the other part. 

The said parties have agreed, and by these presents do agree, to 
associate themselves as copartners in the art and trade of buying 
and selling all sorts of wares, goods and commodities belonging to 
the trade or business of merchandise ; which said copartnership 
shall continue from the date of these presents, for, and during, 
and to the full end and term of five years next ensuing. 

The name, style, and title of such partnership shall be " B. R. 
Calvert & Co." 

For the purpose aforesaid, he, the said Eben E. Calvert, hath, 
upon the day of the date hereof, put into said partnership, as capi- 
tal stock, the sum of three thousand dollars ; and the said Daniel 
G-. Harrison has also invested the like sum of three thousand dol- 
lars ; both of which said sums are to be used, laid out and em- 
ployed in common between the parties hereto, for the management 
of the said business to their mutual advantage. 

And it is hereby agreed between the said parties, each for himself 
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respectively, and for his owa special and particular part, in manner 
and form as follows':^ 

That they shall not and will not, at any time hereafter, during 
the period above-named, exercise or follow the said trade, or any 
other, to their private emolument or advantage ; but shall and will, 
from time to time, and at all times during said period, (if they 
shall so long live,) use their utmost endeavors, to the best of their 
skill and ability, for their mutual advantage, with the stock as afore- 
said and its increase. 

And also, that they shall and will, during the period aforesaid, 
discharge equally between them the rent of such premises as they 
may rent or hire, for the management and conduct of the trade or 
business aforesaid. 

And that all profit, gain or increase, that shall or may arise from, 
or by reason of the said joint business, shall be equally and propor- 
tionately divided between them, share and share alike ; and also all 
losses that shall happen in the said business, by bad debts, bad 
commodities, or howsoever otherwise, shall be paid by, and borne 
equally between them. 

And it is further agreed, that there shall be kept, during the said 
period and joint business, perfect, just, and correct book-accounts, 
wherein each of the said copartners shall enter and set down, as 
well all the money by him received and expended in and about the 
business aforesaid, as also all commodities and merchandise by him 
bought and sold, by reason and on account of the said co-partner- 
ship, and all other matters and things in any wise belonging or ap- 
pertaining thereto, so that either of them may at anytime have free 
access thereto. 

And also, that the said copartners, once in twelve months, or 
oftener, if need shall require, upon the request of either of them, shall 
make and render, each to the other, or to the executors and ad- 
ministrators of each other, a true and full account of all profits 
and increase by therii and each of them made, and of all losses by 
them, or each of them, sustained ; and also, of all payments, re- 
ceipts and disbursements, and all other things whatsoever by them, 
or either of them, made, received and disbursed, acted, done and 
suffered in the said copartnership ; and the account so made, shall 
and will clear, adjust, pay, and deliver, each unto the other, at the 
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time of makiag such account, their equal share of the profit so 
made as aforesaid. 

And that, at the end of the aforesaid period of five years, or other 
sooner determination of these presents (whether by the death of one 
of the parties hereto, or otherwise), they, the said copartners, each 
to the other, or, in case of the death of either, the surviving party 
to the executors or administrators of the party deceased, shall and 
will make a true, full, and final account of all things as aforesaid, 
and in all things well and truly adjust the same ; and also, that, 
upon making such accounts, all and every the stock, as well as the 
gain and increase thereof, which shall appear, or is found, to be re- 
gaining, shall be equally apportioned and divided between them, 
the said copartners, their executors or administrators, share and 
share alike. 

In witness whereof the said parties to these presents have here- 
unto set their hands and seals, the day and year first above 
written. Been E. Calvert, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed and delivered") Daniel G. Harrison, [seal.] 

in presence of ) 

Nathan Hart, 
John H. Atkins. 



Another form of the Same. 

Articles of copartnership made and concluded this first day of 
January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
, by and between Ambrose Dillaway, of the first part, and Clar- 
ence Singer, of the second part, both of Red Wing, County of 
Goodhue, and State of Minnesota. 

"Whereas, it is the intention of the said parties to form a copart- 
nership for the purpose of carrying on the business of buying and 
selling, vending and retailing grain at said Eed Wing ; therefore, 
for the purposes of such business or trade, they have agreed upon 
the following terms and articles of agreement : to the faithful per- 
formance of which they mutually bind and engage themselves, each 
to the other, his executors and administrators, firmly by these 
presents. 

First: The style of the said copartnership shall be "Dillaway & 
Singer ;" and it shall continue for three years from the date hereof, 
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except in case of the death of either of the said parties within the 
said term. 

Second : Tlie said Ambrose Dillaway and Charles Singer are the 
proprietors of the stock, a schedule of which is contained in their 
stock book, in the proportion of five-eighths to the said Dillaway, 
and of three-eighths to the said Singer; and the said parties shall 
continue to be owners of the joint stock in the same proportion ; 
and, in case of any additions being made to the same, by mutual 
consent, each of the said parties shall advance und contribute thereto 
in the aforesaid proportion. 

Third : All profits which may accrue to the said partnership shall 
be divided between, and all losses happening to the said firm, whether 
from bad debts, depreciation of goods, or from any other cause or 
accident, and all expenses of the busine?s, shall be borne by, the 
said parties in the aforesaid proportion of their interest in the 
said stock. 

Fourth: The said Clarence Singer shall devote and give all his 
time and attention to the business of the said firm, as a salesman, 
and generally to the care and superintendence of the store; and the 
said Ambrose Dillaway shall devote so much of his time as may be 
requisite in advising, overseeing, and directing the purchase, trans- 
portation, and delivery of all and entire the stock of grain necessary 
to the said business. 

Fifth : All the purchases, sales, transactions, and accounts of the 
said firm shall be kept in regular and correct books, which shall be 
always open to the inspection of both parties and their legal repre- 
sentatives respecti%'ely. An account of stock shall be taken; and 
an account between the said parties settled, as often as once in 
every year, and as much oftener as either partner may in writing 
desire and request. 

Sixth : Neither of the said parties shall subscribe any bond, sign 
or endorse any note of hand, accept, sign, or endorse any draft or 
bill of exchange, or assume any other liability, verbal or written, 
either in his own name or the name of the firm, for the accommoda- 
tion of any other person or persons whatsoever, without the consent 
in writing of the other party ; nor shall either party lend any of the 
funds of the copartnership without such consent of the other 
partner. 

Seventh: No importation or large purchase of stock or other 
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things shall be made, nor any transaction out of the usual course 
of the grain business shall be undertaken by either of the partners, 
without previous consultation with, and the approbation of, the 
other partner. 

Eighth : Neither party shall withdraw from the funds or joint 
stock, more than the sum of six hundred dollars per annum, in 
monthly instalments of fifty dollars, or more than his share of the 
profits then earned, nor shall either party be entitled to interest on 
his share of the capital ; but if, at the expiration of the year, a bal- 
ance of profits be found due to either partner, he shall be at liberty 
to withdraw such balance, or to leave it in the business, provided 
the other partner consent thereto ; and in that case he shall be 
allowed interest on the said balance. 

Ninth : At the expiration of the aforesaid term, or upon the 
earlier dissolution of the copartnership, the stock or its proceeds, 
after payment of all the debts of the firm, shall be divided in the 
proportion aforesaid ; but, if the said parties or their legal repre- 
sentatives cannot agree in the division of the stock then remaining 
and on hand, it is hereby agreed that the matter shall be referred 
to the arbitration of three competent and disinterested persons, to 
be selected as follows : Bach of the parties hereto, or his legal rep- 
resentatives, naming and selecting one, and the two so-named and 
elected to choose a third ; and that the award and final determination 
of the person thus selected, shall be binding and conclusive upon 
all concerned. 

Tenth : For the purpose of securing the performance of the fore- 
going covenants and agreements, it is agreed, that either party, in 
case of any violation of them, or either of them, by the other, shall 
have the right to dissolve this copartnership immediately upon his 
becoming informed of such violation. In witness whereof, etc. 
Executed and delivered") Ambrose Dillaway, [seal.] 

in presence of ) Olaeence Singer, [seal.] 

George Young, 
Wilhelm Schwartz. 



The following covenants, or any of them, may be inserted m any 
partnership contract, as desired : 

A majority to control: That, in all matters respecting the several 
transactions of the partnership and the management of the business 
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tliereof, the expressed wish and opinion of the majority of the 
parties to this agreement shall govern and be binding upon the 
whole of said parties. 

Not to trust any one against the wish of the other : And that 
neither of the said parties shall sell or credit any goods or mer- 
chandise belonging to the said joint trade, to any person or persons, 
after notice in writing from the other of the said parties that such 
person or persons are not to be credited or trusted. 

Neither party to assign his interest: And it is agreed between 
the said parties, that neither of them shall, without the consent of 
the other previously thereto in writing obtained, sell or assign his 
share or interest in said joint trade to any person or persons what- 
soever. 

Parties to draw quarterly : And that it shall be lawful for each 

of them to take out of the cash of the joint stock the sum of ■ 

dollars quarterly, to his own use, the same to be charged on account ; 
and neither of them shall take any further sum for his own separate 
use without the consent of the other in writing ; and any such fur- 
ther sum, taken with such consent, shall draw interest after the 
rate of per cent., and shall be payable, together with the in- 
terest then due, within days after notice in writing to that 

effect given by the other of the said parties. 

Not to be bound, or endorse bills : And that neither of the said 
parties shall, during this copartnership, without the consent of the 
other, enter into any deed, covenant, bond, or judgment, or become 
bound as bail or surety, or give any note, or accept or endorse any 
bill of exchange, for himself and partner, with or for any person 
whatsoever, without the consent of the other first had and obtained. 



Articles of Limited Copartnersliip. 

Articles op Agreement, made and concluded this first day of 

April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and , 

between Otis Eeynolds, of Houston, County of Chickasaw, and State 
of Mississippi, cotton broker, of the first part, and William Henry 
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Dalton, of Natchez, County of Adams, and State aforesaid, gentle- 
man, of the second part, and James Montgomery, of the city and 
County of Mobile, and State of Alabama, planter, of the third part 

The said parties have agreed, and by these presents do agree, 
to associate themselves in a limited partnership, for carrying on in 
the city of Natchez, the trade, business, and occupation of buying and 
selling cotton, under the firm of Otis Eeynolds & William Henry 
Dalton ; the said Otis Eeynolds and William Henry Dalton being 
several partners, and the said James Montgomery a special partner ; 
that said partnership shall commence at the date of these presents, 
and terminate on the thirty-first day of March, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and — — ; that the said 
James Montgomery, as such special partner, has contributed fifty 
thousand dollars in cash to the capital stock of the said firm of 
Otis Eeynolds & William Henry Dalton : that the said Otis Eey- 
nolds has contributed, as a general partner, in cash [or, as the case 
8.'s] the sum of fifteen thousand dollars ; and that the said William 
Henry Dalton, also, as a general partner, has contributed in cash 
[or, as the case is\ the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars to the 
capital stock of the said firm. 

It is further agreed, that the interest on the capital stock afore- 
said of the said James Montgomery, special partner, shall entitle 
him to forty per cent, of the yearly profits of the business of the 
said firm ; that the interest of the said Otis Eeynolds shall entitle 
him to thirty per cent. ; and that the interest of the said William 
Henry Dalton shall entitle him to thirty per cent, of the yearly 
profits aforesaid. And it is mutually understood and agreed by 
and between the parties to this agreement, that whatever portion 
of the annual pofits so apportioned to the respective parties, shall 
be allowed, by either of the parties aforesaid, to remain with said 
firm for the use and benefit of all the parties to this agreement, such 
portion of profits shall draw interest at the rate of ten per cent, 
per annum, which said interest shall be paid to the party so entitled 
thereto, on the thirty-first da,y of December in each and every year 
during the term of this contract. 

And it is hereby further agreed between the said parties in man- 
ner following, that is to say : 

That the said Otis Eeynolds and William Henry Dalton shall 
not and will not, at any time hereafter, during the continuance 
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of said partnership, exercise or follow the said trade or business, or 
any otlier, to tlieir private benefit or advantage ; but shall and will, 
from time to time, and at all times, during the said term, {if they 
shall so long live,) use their utmost endeavors, to the best of their 
skill and ability, to promote and enhance the mutual interest of the 
parties hereto, with the capital stock as aforesaid and its increase. 

And, further, it is agreed between the parties hereto, that there 
shall be kept, under the direction of the said several parties, during 
said term of copartnership, true, just, and accurate books of ac- 
counts, wherein shall be entered and set down, as well all the 
money received and expended in and about the said business, as 
also all commodities and merchandise bought and sold by reason 
and on account of the said copartnership, and all other matters and 
things in any wise belonging or appertaining thereto ; and that 
either of the parties to this agreement may, at any time, have free 
access thereto. 

And, also, that there shall be furnished, under the direction of 
the said general partners, to each of the parties to this agreement, 
his execiUoi's or administrators, on the thirty-first day of December 
in each and every year during the term of this agreement, a true and 
correct account of all profits and increase made, and of all losses 
sustained by said firm. And at the expiration of said terra of three 
years, there shall be furnished, under the direction of the said sev- 
eral partners, their executors, administrators or assigns, to each of 
the parties to this agreement, his executors, administrators, or as- 
signs, a true and final account of all things pertaining to the busi- 
ness of said copartnership as aforesaid ; and upon the making and 
rendering of said accounts, all and every the capital stock remain- 
ing, as well as any gain and increase thereof which shall appear, 
shall be apportioned and divided between the said copartners, and 
delivered to them severally, their executors, administrators, or 
assigns, in the proportion before-named, that is to say : to the said 
James Montgomery, special partner, forty per cent.; to the said 
Otis Reynolds, general partner, thirty per cent. ; and to the said 
William Henry Dalton, general partner, thirty per cent. In witness 
whereof, etc. Otis Reykolds, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, etc., William Heket Dalton, [seal.] 

Talbot Clayton, Ja.mes Montgomery, [seal.] 

Fehdinand EaYJI1)ND. 
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Certificate of Limited Partnership. 
This is to certify to all to whom these presents shall come, that 
we, whose names are hereunto subscribed, to wit : Otis Reynolds, 
of Houston, County of Chickasaw, cotton-broker, William Henry 
Dalton, of Natchez, County of Adams, gentleman, both in the 
State of Mississippi, and James Montgomery, of the City and 
County of Mobile, and State of Alabama, planter, have entered 
into a limited partnership for the business of buying and selling 
cotton, at Natchez aforesaid, under and by virtue of an Act, etc. ; 
[reciting the date and title of the Act under which the partner- 
ship is formed ;'\ and all and singular the supplements thereto, 
upon the terms, conditions and liabilities, hereinafter set forth, 
to wit : — ■ 

1. The said partnership is to be conducted under the name, firm, 
and style of Otis Reynolds & William Henry Dalton. 

2. The general nature of the business intended to be transacted 
by the said firm or partnership, is the buying and selling of cotton. 

3. The general partners in the said firm are Otis Reynolds, of 
Houston aforesaid, and William Henry Dalton, of Natchez afore- 
said, both now residents of said Natchez; and the special partner 
is James Montgomery, residing in the City and County of Mobile, 
and State of Alabama. 

4. The said special partner has contributed to the common stock 
of the said firm the sum of fifty thousand dollars in cash and actually 
paid in. 

5. The said partnership to commence immediately at and after 
the making of this certificate, and is to terminate on the thirty- 
first day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and ■ . 

Made and severally signed by the said partners at the said city 
of Natchez, the first day of April, in the year of our Lord one 

thousand eight hundred and . Otis Reynolds, 

William Henky Daltok, 
James Montgomery. 



Aoknowledgment of above. 
City of Natchez, ss : 
Before me, the subscriber, the Mayor of the said city of Natchez, 
(or, other proper officer,) personally came and appeared, on this 
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first day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hnti- 

dred and , the above-named Otis Eeynolds, William Henry 

Dalton, and James jWontgomery, who severally, in due form of law, 
acknowledged the foregoing certificate as and for their and each 
of their act and deed, [to the end that the same might as such be 
recorded]. 

In testimony, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the 
[L. S.] seal of the said city, the day and year aforesaid. 

Calvin 0. Temple, Mayor. 



Affidavit of one of the General Partners. 

City op Natchez, ss .• 
Before me, the subscriber, the Mayor of the said city of Natchez, 
(or, other proper officer,) personally came and appeared, on this 
first day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and , Otis Reynolds aforenamed, one of the general part- 
ners in the firm of Otis Reynolds & William Henry Dalton, re- 
ferred to in the preceding certificate, who, being duly sworn, (or 
affirmed,) did depose and say, that the sum specified in the said 
certificate to have been contributed by the special partner therein 
named to the common stock, to wit : fifty thousand dollars by the 
said James Montgomery, has been so contributed, and actually and 
in good faith paid in cash. Otis Beyxolds. 

In testimony whereof, etc., 
|L. S.] Calvin C. Temple, Jiost/or. 



Advertisement of Limited Partnership. 

We, the subscribers, have this day entered into a Limited Part- 
nership, agreeably to the provision of the Act, etc., [reciting date 
and title of the same^ and do hereby certify that the name of the 
firm under which said partnership is to be conducted, is Otis Rey- 
nolds & William Henry Dalton; that the general nature of the 
business to he transacted, is the buying and selling of cotton, and 
the same will be transacted in the city of Natchez ; that the names 
of the general partners of the said firm are Otis Reynolds, of 
Houston, County of Chickasaw, and William Henry Dalton, of 
Natchez, County of Adams, both in the State of Mississippi, and 
the special partner is James Montgomery, of the City and County 
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of Mobile, and State of Alabama ; that the capital contributed by the 
said James Montgomery, special partner, is fifty thousand dollars, 
in cash ; that the period at which said partnership is to commence 

is the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and , and 

that it will terminate on the thirty-first day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and , Otis Eeynolds, 

William Henry Dalton, 
General Partners. 

Jambs Montgomeet, 
Natchez, April 1, 18 — . Special Partner. 



Affidavit of Publication, to be filed with the Officer required by 

Statute. 
City op Natchez, ss : 
Before me, the subscriber, the Mayor of the said city of Natchez, 
personally came and appeared, on this thirtieth day of May, one 

thousand eight hundred and , "William G. Brown, printer of 

the " Daily Courier," who being duly sworn, (or affirmed,) did de- 
pose and say, that the preceding advertisement of the terms of 
Limited Partnership between the persons therein named, had been 
published in the " Daily Courier," a newspaper published in said 
city, for the term of six (or, as the case is,) weeks, next and imme- 
dietely after the registry of the certificate. 

William Gr. Brown. 
[L. S.] In testimony whereof, etc., 

Calvin C. Temple, Mayor. 



Agreement to Continue a Partnership by Endorsement. 

Whereas, the partnership evidenced by the within-written arti- 
cles has this day expired by the limitation contained herein, [or 

will expire on the day of next;] it is hereby agreed that 

the same shall continue upon the same terms, and with all the pro- 
visions and restrictions herein contained, for the further term of 

years from this date ; [or from the day of next.] 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and seals, 
etc. 

Witnesses : Owen Eodney, 
David Jones. 
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An Agreement by one Partner to relinquish his Interest to the 
Other. 

This Indenture, made between Silas Morrell, of the one part, and 
Orlando Thomas and Moses Grinnell of the other part, all of Rich- 
mond, in the County of Ray, and State of Missouri, witnesseth : 
That, whereas the said Silas Morrell, Orlando Thomas, and Moses 
Grinnell, have heretofore dealt together as copartners, and by their 
joint trading many goods, wares, and debts are due unto them, 
wherein each of them hath an interest, and likewise the said parties 
are themselves indebted to divers other persons concerning and by 
reason of such joint trading : Now, the said Silas Morrell, in con- 
sideration of the sum of two thousand dollars, paid by the said Or- 
lando Thomas and Moses Grinnell, the receipt whereof the said 
Silas Morrell doth hereby acknowledge, doth consent to disconnect 
himself from the said joint trading and copartnership with the said 
Orlando Thomas and Moses Grinnell, and doth hereby release, grant, 
assign, and transfer unto the said Orlando Thomas and Moses Grin- 
nell, all the right, property, and interest whatsoever, which he, the 
said Silas Morrell, hath or should have, in and to all and singular 
the goods, wares, merchandise, and debts, mentioned in and by the 
balance of an account hereto annexed. 

And the said Silas Morrell, for himself, doth covenant with the 
said Orlando Thomas and ]Moses Grinnell. that the said account is 
just and true, and that he, the said Silas JSEorrell, hath not received 
or discharged, and that he will not receive or dischar^'c any of the 
goods or debts mentioned in the said account, or do any act to 
hinder the said Orlando Thomas and Moses Grinnell, from receiving 
the same ; but will permit the said Orlando Thomas and Moses Grin- 
nell to recover and receive the same to their own use, without any 
account therefor to be rendered to the said Silas Jlorrell, and that 
the said Silas Morrell, upon request, will do any reasonable act 
which may be necessary or convenient to assist the said Orlando 
Thomas and iloses Grinnell, to recover and receive the same. 

And the said Orlando Thomas and Moses Grinnell, for themsfelves 
do covenant, that they will, at all times hereafter, pay and satisfy 
all the creditors to whom the said Silas Morrell standeth chargeable 
or indebted, for and concerning all the affairs and dealings of the 
above-mentioned firm, and will at all times hereafter indemnify and 
save harmless the said Silas Morrell, his heirs, executors, and ad- 
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ministrators, from all the debts and liabilities, and each and every 

of them, of the said firm. 
In witness whereof, etc., 

Signed, sealed, etc., Silas Morebll, [seal.] 

David Barnard, Orlando Thomas, [seal.] 

John Bunyan. Moses Grinnell, [seal.] 



Dissolution of Partneraliip. 

Whereas, by agreement made the first day of January, a. d. 18 — , 
Ambrose Dillaway and Clarence Singer, of Eed Wing, County of 
Goodhue, and State of Minnesota, did enter into copartnership for 
the purpose of carrying on the business of merchandising in grain, 
for the term of three years : 

And, whereas, the said Ambrose Dillaway wishing to discontinue 
and decline the said joint partnership so entered into, he, the said 
Ambrose Dillaway, hath proposed to his said partner, Clarence 
Singer, a dissolution, to which proposition the said Clarence Singer 
hath assented : 

The parties, therefore, mutually consent and agree, by these pres- 
ents, that the said partnership heretofore existing between them ba 
this day dissolved, and it is accordingly dissolved. 

And it is further stipulated and agreed mutually between them, 
that Clarence Singer do take the entire stock of grain, goods, and 
merchandise now on hand and belonging to the partnership, at a 
valuation to be set upon the same by three competent and disinter- 
ested persons appointed to value the same, each of the said parties 
appointing the one, and the two so appointed to appoint a third; 
aiid that he also have power to collect the debts now due to the 
partnership, and to receive all or any part of the game, in the name 
of the firm, by suits at law or otherwise. And that, finally, the said 
Clarence Singer do pay over to the said Ambrose Dillaway, or his 
legal representatives, the full share and profits which shall appear 
to be due to the said Ambrose Dillaway, in six months after the 
date hereof. 

In witness whereof, etc. Ambrose Dillaway, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, ect., Claeknce Singer, [seal.] 

Elias Holden, 
Noah Proctor. 
21 
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Same, by Endorsement, 
We, the undersigned, do mutually agree, that the partnership 
formed between us by the within articles, be and the same is hereby 
dissolved, except for the purpose of the final liquidation and settle- 
ment of the business thereof; and upon such settlement wholly to 
cease and determine. 

In witness whereof, etc. 
Signed, sealed, etc., Ambrose Dillawat, [seal.] 

Elias H olden, Clarence Singek, [seal.] 

Noah Proctoe. 



Public Wotioe of Dissolution. 

Notice is hereby given, that the partnership lately subsisting be- 
tween Ambrose Dillaway and Clarence Singer, of Bed "Wing, County 
of Goodhue, and State of Minnesota, under the firm of " Dillawat 
& SiNQER," was dissolved, by mutual consent, [or as thecaseis,\ on 
the thirtieth day of April last [or, expired on the thirtieth day of 
April last]. All debts owing to the said partnership are to be re- 
ceived by the said Clarence Singer, and all demands on the said 
partnership are to be presented to him for payment ; [or, " either 
partner is allowed to use the name of the firm in liquidation of all 
debts due to and from the partnership ."] 

Ambrose Dillaway. 

Bed Wing, May 1, 18 — . Clarence Singer. 



Public Uotioe of Dissolution, with Continuance. 

Notice is hereby given, that the partnership between John- 
son Long, Charles Harrison, and Wallace Fletcher was dissolved 
on the first day of April, a. d. 18 — . All debts due to the said 
partnership are to be paid, and those due from the same discharged, 
at No. 234 Water street, in the City of Brooklyn, where the busi- 
ness will be continued by the said Charles Harrison and Wallace 
Fletcher, under the firm of "Harrison & Co." [changing to suit 
Ihc circumstances of the case.] Johnson Long, 

Charles Harrison, 

Brooklyn, April 5, 18—. Wallace Fletcher. 




A Patent is a writing, given by 
the proper authority and duly 
authenticated, securing to a per- 
son for a term of years the exclu- 
sive right to an invention. 



For WHAT Granted. — Patents 
are granted in the United States 



t)l.D HOUSE AT KINGSTON, NEW YORK, USED 

FOR THE SESSIONS OP THE CONTENTION IN 

1777, WHICH DRAFTED THE ORIQINAl, 

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE. 

to inventors or discoverers of any new and useful art, machine, man- 
ufacture, or composition -of matter, and for new and useful improve- 
ments in or upon the same, not known or used before the applicant's 
invention or discovery thereof. Such patents continue for the term 
of fourteen years, and may be renewed for a further term of seven 
years, upon written application therefor to the Commissioner of 
Patents, at "Washington. Such applications must be published in 
the principal newspapers at Washington, and such others as the 
Commissioner may direct. Parties objecting to such application 
may be heard relative thereto. 

Patents are also granted for original designs for printing upon 
cotton, woolen, silk, and other fabrics ; for designs for manufac- 
turers ; for designs in bas-relief, alto and bas-relievo; patterns, 
prints, pictures, paintings, impressions, casts, ornaments, composi- 
tions, busts, statues, shapes, and configurations of every kind; pro- 
vided, in each case, they have not been before known or used by 
others. Such patents are granted for seven years. 

(323) 
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To Whom Granted. — Any person, whether a citizen or an alien, 
may obtain a patent. The assignee of the entire interest in any 
invention may have the patent issued directly to himself. If the 
inventor die, pending the application, the patent is issued to his 
legal representative. Joint inventors are entitled to joint patents ; 
but neither can claim one separately, 

What will Prevent Gkanting. — If an applicant has in good 
faith actually made an invention, no patent for the same will be 
granted, if the whole or any part of what he claims as new has 
been before patented, or described in any printed publication in 
this or any foreign country ; or, if it had been before invented or 
discovered in this country ; or if he has once abandoned such inven- 
tion to the public ; or if, with his consent and allowance, it has been 
for more than two years in public use, or on sale. The invention, 
to be entitled to a patent, must have been reduced to a practical 
form, either by the construction of the article mentioned itself, or 
by a model of it, or at least by making a full drawing thereof, or in 
some other manner so descriptive of its nature and character, that 
a mechanic would be enabled therefrom to construct a model of the 
invention. 

Mode of Proceeding.. — The application must be made by the 
actual inventor, if alive, (even though the patent is to issue to the 
assignee); if he be dead, by his executor or administrator. 

Specification. — The applicant must set forth in his specification 
the precise invention for which he claims a patent ; if claimed as a 
mere improvement upon another invention, that fact should be ex- 
plicitly stated ; and if claimed to differ substantially from another 
invention with which it apparently coincides, such difference must 
be distinctly pointed out. Two or more separate machines are not 
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allowed to be the subject of one patent. The specification must be 
signed by the inventor (or, in the event of his decease, by his execu- 
tor or administrator,) describing the sections of the drawing, (if 
there be any,) and referring by letters and figures to the different 
parts, the same to be attested by two witnesses, and supported by 
the inventor's (or his legal representative's) oath or afiirmation, 
which may be administered by any person authorized therefor by 
law ; or, if in a foreign country, by any minister plenipotentiary, 
charg6-d'affaires, consul, or commercial agent of the United States, 
or any notary public of the country, attested in each case by the 
proper seal. Wben the invention is of a composition of matter, a 
specimen of the ingredients and of the composition must accompany 
the application, with the name of the inventor and assignee (if there 
be one) permanently affixed thereto. 

No application can be examined, nor placed upon file for examina- 
tion, until the fee is paid, the model or specimen deposited, and the 
specification, with the petition, oath, and drawings, (if any,) filed. 
The Collectors of the following ports are agents for the purpose of 
receiving and forwarding models, specimens, and manufactures : 
Baltimore, Boston, Buffalo, Burlington, Cleveland, Detroit, Hart- 
ford, New York, New Orleans, Philadelphia, Portland, Portsmouth, 
Providence, Richmond and Savannah ; also the Surveyors at Chi- 
cago, Cincinnati, Louisville, and St. Louis. 

Where any substantial change is made in the specification, by 
describing or representing a new invention, not included as a por- 
tion of that originally described, a second affidavit must be made to 
such amended specification, and the signature of witnesses furnished 
anew. 

Withdrawals. — If upon the rejection of any application, the 
claim is withdrawn, such withdrawal must be communicated to the 
Commissioners, accompanied with a receipt for two-thirds of the 
fees paid, which will thereupon be returned. 
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Appeals. — After a case has been once rejected, the applicant 
may have a second examination by renewing his oath, and amend- 
ing (if desired) his specification ; after which renewed examination, 
no withdrawal is allowed. After a second rejection, the claim may 
be brought before the Commissioner in person ; and if still dissatis- 
fied, the applicant may appeal to one of the Judges of the Circuit 
Court of the District of Columbia. The mode of appeal is by no- 
tifying the Commissioner thereof, filing in the Patent Office within 
the time assigned by the Commissioner the reasons therefor, and 
paying the sum of twenty-five dollars. 

Interferences. — When several persons are claimants as first in- 
ventors, an "interference" is declared, and a trial had before the 
Commissioner. The fact, that one of the parties already has a 
patent for the invention, will not prevent such interference ; for the 
results of the trial may be such as to necessitate the grant of a new 
patent therefor, thus placing the parties on an equal footing before 
the courts and the public. 

Eeissuf.s. — A reissue is granted to the original patentee, his 
heirs or assigns, when the patent is invalid, by reason of a defec- 
tive or insufficient specification ; provided the error has arisen from 
inadvertency, accident, or mistake, without any fraudulent or de- 
ceptive intention. A modification of a patent so as to include an 
additional improvement, is allowed to the original patentee only, 
embracing no other improvement than one made by him subsequent 
to the issuing of the patent. A modified or reissued patent ex- 
pires at the same time that the original patent would have expired. 

DiscLAiMBKS. — Wherever, through inadvertence, accident, or mis- 
take, the original patent is too broad, a disclaimer may be filed 
by the original patentee, or any of his assignees. 
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Extensions. — A patent will not be extended, unless the inven- 
tion was new and patentable when originally patented, or unless the 
patentee has, without fault or neglect upon his part, failed to ob- 
tain, from the use or sale of his invention, a reasonable remunera- 
tion for his time, ingenuity and expense. Persons opposed to any 
extension may have a hearing relative to the same, by complying 
with the regulations in that behalf provided by the Patent OfBce. 

Designs. — No alien can obtain a patent for a design, unless he 
has resided one year within the United States, and declared, under 
oath, his intention to become a citizen thereof. 

Foreign Patents. — When a patent is applied for here after being 
obtained in a foreign country, such patent here extends only four- 
teen years from the date of the foreign patent. 

Patents oe Aliens.- — If an alien neglects to expose his invention 
to public sale within eighteen months from the granting of the 
same, and to continue its sale upon reasonable terms, his patent will 
cease to protect him. 

Caveats. — Any citizen, or an alien, who for one year immediately 
preceding, has resided within the United States, and has declared, 
under oath, his intention of becoming a citizen thereof, can file a 
caveat as to any particular invention in the secret archives of the 
Patent OfBce, if the same be accompanied with the oath of the 
party as to his citizenship, or intention toward the same, as above 
mentioned, and that he believes himself the original inventor of the 
art, machine, or improvement set forth in his caveat. Such ;aveat 
need not be as precise in its description as is required in a specifi- 
cation ; but sufiiciently so to enable the OfBce to judge whether 
any subsequent application is an interference therewith. If, at any 
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time within one year after the filing of snch caveat, another person 
applies for a patent for the same invention, the party filing the 
caveat ia entitled to notice to complete his specification, and go into 
interference with the applicant for the purpose of establishing the 
priority of his invention. 

Penalties. — If patentees or their assignees do not affix the date 
of their patent upon each article sold or ofiered for sale, they are 
liable to a penalty of one hundred dollars. The same penalty is 
attached to the stamping or affixing of the name of any patentee 
upon any article without authority so to do, or the affixing of the 
word " patent," or " letters patent," or the stamp, mark, or device 
of any patentee, on any unpatented article. 

Eepayment of Monet. — Money paid by actual mistake will be 
refunded ; but a mere change of purpose after the payment of 
money does not enable the applicant to obtain his money and with- 
draw his papers. 

Assignments. — An inventor may assign his entire right before a 
patent is obtained, so that the assignee can take out a patent in 
his own name ; but the assignment must first be recorded, and the 
specification sworn to by the inventor. In the case of an assign- 
ment by a foreigner, the same fee will be required as if the patent 
was issued to the inventor. After the obtaining of a patent, the 
patentee may assign the right to make or use the thing patented in 
any specified portion of the United States ; but no such assignment, 
made before the obtaining of the patent, will enable the assignee to 
take out a patent in his own name. Every assignment should 
be recorded in the Patent Office within three months after its 
date : but, if recorded after that time, it will protect the assignee 
against any purchaser after the recording of such assignment. 
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Office Fees. — The fees are required to be paid in advance, and 
may be sent by mail, at the rislv of the applicant. They must be 
in specie, bank-notes or checks not being received. The following 
officers are authorized to receive fees and give certificates of deposit 
therefor: — The Collectors of Baltimore, Buffalo Creek, Mobile, 
Norfolk, Richmond, San Francisco, Savannah, and Wilmington; 
the United States Assistant Treasurers at Boston, New York and 
St. Louis ; the Treasurers of the Mint at New Orleans and Phila- 
delphia ; the Surveyors at Cincinnati, Nashville and Pittsburg ; 
the Receivers of Public Moneys at Chicago, Detroit, Jeffersonville 
(Indiana) and Little Rock (Arkansas) ; and the Depository at Tal- 
lahassee (Florida). 



Table of Pees. 

On every application for a design $15.00 

every caveat, 20.00 

every application for a patent made by a citizen, or a 
foreigner, resident here for one year, and declarant 

under oath of his intention to become a citizen, . 30.00 

every application by a subject of Great Britain, . 500.00 

" " by any other foreigner, . . 300.00 

every filing of a disclaimer, 10.00 

every application for adding a new improvement, . 15.00 

" " for a reissue, .... 15.00 

every additional patent granted on a reissue, . . 30.00 

every application for an extension, . . . 40.00 

every appeal, 25.00 

every copy of a patent, or other instrument, per 100 

words, .10 

every copy of drawings, .... The cost of having it made, 

recording every assignment of 300 words, or under, . 1.00 
" " " of over 300 and not over 

one thousand words, 2.00 

recording every assignment of over 1000 words, . 3.00 
All Acts of Congress relative to patents are printed in pamphlet 
form, and will be sent to any one requesting the same. 
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Petition for o, Patent. 

To THE Commissioner op Patents: 
The petition of Arnold R. Bobbins, of Westerly, County of "Wash- 
ington, and State of Ehode Island, respectfully represents : That 
your petitioner has invented a, new and improved mode of securing 
buildings and ships from fire, which he truly believes has not been 
known or used i^ior to the invention thereof by your petitioner. 
He therefore prays, that letters patent of the United States may be 
granted to him therefor, vesting in him and his legal representa- 
tives the exclusive right to the same, upon the terms and conditions 
expressed in the Act of Congress in that case made and provided; 
he having paid thirty dollars into the Treasury, and complied with 
the other provisions of the said Act. " Arnold E. Bobbins. 



Speoiflcation. 

To ATX Whom it mat Concern : 

Be it known, that I, Arnold R. Bobbins, of Westerly, in th» 
County of Washington, and State of Bhode Island, have invented a 
new and improved mode of securing buildings and ships from fire; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is a full and exact de- 
scription thereof: 

The nature of my invention consists in the application of plates 
of metal and wire, varnished or unvarnished, to the several parts 
of buildings and ships, so as to prevent the access of fire and the 
current of air, securing the several joints by doubling, unlapping, 
soldering, rivetting, or in any other manner closing them up, nail- 
ing, screwing, sewing, or in any other manner fastening the said 
plates of metal into and about the several parts of the buildings 
and ships, as the case may require. 

The drawings hereunto annexed exhibit several modes of applying 
the said plates of metal and wire, which may be adopted in con- 
formity to the foregoing plan and principles. 

What I claim, therefore, as my invention, and desire to secure by 
letters patent, is the application to the several parts of buildings 
and ships, of plates of metal and wire, varnished or unvarnished, 
and so securing them thereto as to prevent the access of fire and 
the current of air, adopting therefor either of the mode? indicated 
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in the accompanying drawings, or any otlier substantially the same, 

and which will produce the intended effect. 

Witnesses ; Arnold R. Robbins. 

Hannibal Spkagub, 

Augustus Haet. 

\Tf the application he for a machine, the specification should 
commence thus :] 

Be it known, that I, Arnold R. Robbins, of Westerly, &c., have 
invented a new and useful machine for [stating the use and title of 
the machine; and if the application is for an improvement, it 
should read thus: a new and useful improvement on a, (or, on the,) 
machine, etc.,] and I do hereby declare that the. following is a full, 
clear, and exact description of the construction and operation of 
the same; reference being had to the annexed drawings, making a 
part of this specification, inwhich Figure 1 is a perspective view ; 
Figure 2, a longitudinal elevation ; Figure 3, a transverse section, 
etc., [thus describing all the sections of the drawings and referring 
to the parts by letters. Then follows the description of the con- 
struction and operation of the machine; and lastly the cZa»m, which 
should express the nature and character of the invention, and 
identify the parts claimed, separately or in combination. If the 
specification is for an improvement, the original invention thereof 
should be disclaimed, and the claim confined to the improvement.] 



Oath. 

State of Rhode Island, Washington County, ss: 
On this first day of April, a. d. 18 — ■, before me, the subscriber, 
a Justice of the Peace within and for the said county, personally 
appeared the within-named Arnold R. Robbins, and made solemn 
oath (or affirmation) that he verily believes himself to be the 
original and first inventor of the mode herein described for securing 
buildings and ships against fire : and that he does not know or 
believe the same was ever before known or used ; and that he is a 
citizen of the United States. 

William E. Mason, Justice of the Peace. 
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Oath for an Alien. 
State of Ehode Island, Washington County, ss : 
On this first day of April, a. d. 18 — , before me, the subscriber, 
a Justice of the Peace within and for the said county, personally 
appeared the within-named Arnold B. Bobbins, and made solemn 
oath (or affirmation) that he verily believes himself to be the 
original and first inventor of the mode herein described for secur- 
ing buildings and ships against fire ; and that he does not know or 
believe the same was ever before known or used; and that he is a 
native of the kingdom of Prussia ; that he has resided within the 
United States for the whole of the past year, and has taken the 
oath prescribed by law for becoming naturalized in this country. 
William E. Mason, Justice of the Peace. 



Withdrawal. 

To the Commissioner of Patents : 

Sir : — I hereby withdraw my application for a patent for a mode 
of securing buildings and ships against fire, now in your office, and 
request that twenty dollars may be returned to me, agreeably to 
the Act of Congress authorizing such withdrawal. 

Westerly, B. I., April 27, 18—. Arnold B. Bobbins. 

Beceived of the Treasurer of the United States, per Edmund 
Burke, Commissioner of Patents, twenty dollars, being the amount 
refunded on withdrawing my application for a patent for a mode of 
securing buildings and ships against fire. 

Westerly, R. I., April 27, 18—. Arnold E. Bobbins. 



Surrender for Heissue. 
To THE Commissioner of Patents : 
The petition of Arnold B. Bobbins, of Westerly, in the County 
of Washington, and State of Bhode Island, respectfully represents : 
That he did obtain letters patent of the United States, for a mode 
of securing buildings and ships against fire, which letters patent 
are dated on the first day of July, a. d. 18 — ; that he now believes 
that the same is inoperative and invalid by reason of a defective 
specification, which defect has arisen from inadvertence and mis- 
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take. He therefore prays that he may be allowed to surrender the 
same, and requests that new letters patent may issue to him for 
the same invention, for the residue of the period for which the 
oiiginal. patent was granted, under the amended specification here- 
with presented, he having paid fifteen dollars into the Treasury ot 
the United States, agreeably to the requirements of the Act of Con- 
gress in that case made and provided. Arnold E. Robbins. 



Oath. 



State of Ehodb Island, Washington Oountt, ss : 
On this first day of September, a. d. 18 — , before the subscriber, 
a Justice of the Peace within and for the said county, personally 
appeared the above-named Arnold E. Bobbins, and made solemn 
oath (or affirmation) that he verily believes that by reason of an 
insufBcient or defective specification, his aforesaid patent is not 
fully valid and available to him ; and that the said error has arisen 
from inadvertence, accident, or mistake, and without any fraudulent 
or deceptive intention, to the best of his knowledge or belief. 

William E. Mason, Justice of the Peace. 



Addition of New Improvements. 

To the Commissioner op Patents : 
The petition of Arnold E. Eobbins, of the County of Washington, 
and State of Ehode Island, respectfully represents : That your 
petitioner did obtain letters patent of the United States for a mode 
of securing buildings and ships against fire, which letters patent are 
dated on the first day of July, a. D. 18 — ; that he has since that 
date made certain improvements on this said invention ; and that 
he is desirous of adding the subjoined description of his said im- 
provements to his original letters patent, agreeably to the provis- 
ions of the Act of Congress in that case made and provided, he 
having paid fifteen dollars into the Treasury of the United States, 
and otherwise complied with the requirements of the said Act. 

Arnold E. Eobbins. 

[A specification and claim should follow here, substantially as in 
case of an original application, together with an oath, in which the 
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fact of citizenship need not be sworn to, but instead thereof the 
following: "And that said improvement was made by him subse- 
quent to the date of his aforesaid patent."] 



Disclaimer. 
To THE Commissioner op Patents : 
The petition of Arnold R. Bobbins, of Westerly, in the County 
of Washington and State of Rhode Island, respectfully represents : 
That your petitioner did obtain letters patent of the United States, 
for a mode of securing buildings and ships against fire, which letters 
patent are dated the first day of July, a. Xi. 18 ; [if the peti- 
tioner is the assignee, vary as follows : " That your petitioner has, 
by assignment duly recorded in the patent office, become the owner 
of a right for the several States of {specifying them.) to a mode of 
securing buildings and ships against fire, for which letters patent of 
the United States were granted to [naming the original patentee,) 
of, etc., dated, etc.,] that he has reason to believe that, through in- 
advertence and mistake, the claim made in the specification of said 
letters patent is too broad, including that of which your petitioner 
(or the said patentee) was not the first inventor. Your petitioner, 
therefore, hereby enters his disclaimer to that part of the claim in 
the aforenamed specification, which is in the following words, to wit : 
\inserti72g that part which is diadaimed in the words of the ori- 
ginal]; which disclaimer is to operate to the extent of the interest 
in said letters patent vested in your petitioner, who has paid ten 
dollars into the Treasury of the United States, agreeably to the re- 
quirements of the Act of Congress in that case made and provided. 

Arnold R. Bobbins. 



Applioatioa for a Patent for a Design. 

To THE Commissioner op Patents : 
The petition of Arnold R. Robbing, of Westerly, in the Coun.y 
of Washington, and State of Rhode Island, respectfully represents : 
That your petitioner has invented or produced a new and original 
design for a composition in alto-relievo, which he verily believes has 
not been known prior to the production thereof by your petitioner. 
He therefore prays that letters patent of the United States may be 
granted to him therefor, vesting in him and his legal representatives 



PATENTS. 835 

tte exclusive right to the same, upon the terms and conditions ex- 
pressed in the Act of Congress in that case made and provided, he 
having paid fifteen dollars into the Treasury, and complied with the 
other provisions of the said Act. Arnold R. Bobbins. 



Speoiflcation. 
To ALL WHOM IT MAY CoNCERN : 

Be it known, that I, Arnold E. Bobbins, of Westerly, in the 
County of Washington, and State of Bhode Island, have invented 
or produced a new and original design for a composition in alto- 
relievo, and I do hereby declare that the follovving is a full and exact 
description of the same : 

[Here insert a description of the design, with reference to the 
specimen or drawing; the specification concluding with a declaration 
of what the inventor claims, in terms characteristic of the design, 
etc. After the signature, an oath should be appended as in the first 
form.] Arnold E. Bobbins. 

Witnesses : Henry V. Emmett, 
Jonathan Frost. 



Amendment. 

When amendments are required, no erasure must be made in the 
papers, but the amendments are to be made in harmony with the 
context, as thus : — 

"I hereby amend my specification by inserting the following 

words, after the word ■ • in the line of the page thereof," 

[naming the words, which are to be inserted ,]; or, " I hereby amend 

my specification by striking out the line of the page 

thereof," or, "by striking out the first and fourth claims appended 
thereto ;'' or, whatever may be the amendment desired. 



Caveat. 

To THE Commissioner or Patents : 

The petition of Arnold B. Bobbins, of, etc., respectfully represents: 

That he has made certain improvements in the mode of securing 

buildings and ships against fire, and that he is now engaged in 

making experiments for the purpose of perfecting the same, prepa- 
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ratory to his applying for letters patent therefor. He therefore 
prays that the subjoined description of his invention may be filed as 
a caveat in the confidential archives of the Patent Office, agreeably 
to the provision of the Act of Congress in that case made and pro- 
vided ; he having paid twenty dollars into the Treasury of the United 
States, and otherwiBe complied with the requirements of the said 
Act. Arnold K. Bobbins. 

Westerly, July 17, 18—. 

[A description of the several principles of the invention, so far 
as it has been completed, should be here annexed.] 



Assignment of an Entire Interest in a. Patent. 

Wheeeas I, Arnold B. Bobbins, of Westerly, in the County of 
Washington, and State of Bhode Island, have invented a certain 
new and useful mode of securing buildings and ships against fire, 
for which I am about to make application for letters patent of the 
United States ; and whereas R. B. Fitts, of Nashua, County of 
H'JIsborough, and State of New Hampshire, has agreed to pur- 
c'ajse from me all the rip:ht, title, and interest which I have, or 
may have, in and to the said invention in consequence of the grant 
of letters patent therefor, and has paid to me, the said Bobbins, the 
sum of fifty thousand dollars, the receipt of which is hereby ao- 
Bi-owledged : Now, this indenture witnesseth, that for and in con- 
sideration of the said sum to me paid, I have assigned and trans- 
ferred, and do hereby assign and transfer, unto the said B. B. 
Pitts, the full and exclusive right to the invention made by me, as 
fully set forth and described in the specification which I have here 
prepared and executed preparatory to the obtaining of letters 
patent therefor. And I do hereby authorize and request the Com- 
missioner of Patents to issue the said letters patent to the said 
E. B. Fitts, as the assignee of my whole right and title thereto, 
for the sole use and behoof of the said E. B. Fitts, and his legal 
representatives. 

In witness whereof, etc. Arnold E. Bobbins, [seal.] 

Sealed and delivered > 

in presence of ) 
George T. Stuckert, 
George B. Allen. 
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Assignment of a Partial Patent Bight. 

"Whereas T, Arnold E. Bobbins, of, etc., did obtain letters patent 
of the United States for a mode of securing buildings and ships 
against fire, which letters patent bear date the first day of July, 
A. D. 18 — ; and whereas E. B. Fitts, of, etc., is desirous of ac- 
quiri-ig an interest therein. Now, this indenture witnesseth, that, 
for and in consideration of the sum of five thousand dollars to me 
in hand paid, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, I have 
assigned, sold, and set over, and do hereby assign, sell, and set over 
unto the said E. B. Fitts, all the right, title, and interest which I 
have in the said invention, as secured to me by said letters patent, for, 
to, and in the several States of Maine, New Hampshire, and Mas- 
sachusetts, and in no other place or places ; the same to be held 
and enjoyed by the said E. B. Fitts, for his own use and behoof, 
and for the use and behoof of his legal representatives, to the full 
end of the term for which said letters patent are or may be granted, 
as fully and entirely as the same would have been held and en- 
joyed by me, had this assignment and sale not been made. 

In witnesss whereof, etc. 
Sealed and delivered") Arnold E. Bobbins, [seal.] 

in the presence of j 
Charles H. Thompson, 
Emilus W. Babgock. 
22 
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A Pensiok 13 an annual allow- 
ance of a sum of money to a 
person by government, in con- 
sideration of past military ser- 
vices. 

To obtain payment of a pen- 

WASHINQTON'B head-quarters at VALLEr 

roKOE, IS THE wisTEK OF i77'/-'s. slou, the pcrsou entitled thereto, 
called the pensioner, must establish his identity before a magistrate, 
whose certificate must be accompanied by that of the Clerk of the 
Town, City, or County in which such pensioner resides. Any in- 
crease of the pension must also be noted by the magistrate in such 
certificate. In case of a neglect to claim a pension for twelve months 
or more, additional proof of identity is required. 

When application is made through an attorney, a power of attor- 
ney only, acknowledged and dated upon, or subsequent to, the day 
on which the pension became due, and within ninety days of the 
time of application for payment, must be deposited with the United 
Slates Pension Agent, accompanied by the personal afSdavit of 
the attorney, that such instrument was not given to him by reason 
of any sale, transfer, or mortgage of such pension. 

In all cases of payment upon a power of attorney, the magistrate 

before whom the power is executed, is required to file with the 

Pension Agent a certificate of a clerk of some court of record, 

under the seal of such court, that he is legally authorized to act as 

(338) 
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snch magistrate ; together with a paper bearing his own proper sig- 
nature, certified to be such by a clerk of some court of record. 

Upon the death of a pensioner, all arrearages then due are pay- 
able, in the first place, to his widow, if there be one ; if none, then 
to the surviving children, or their guardians ; if no widow or child 
survive, then to such pensioner's legal representatives ; either of 
whom can draw the same by attorney, upon proof in each case of 
identity. Upon the payment of such arrearages, the original cer- 
tificate of the pension is to be surrendered. 



Oath of Pensioner. 

State of New Jersey, Hunterdon County, ss : 
Be it known, that before me, Tunis Bergen, a Justice of the 
Peace within and for the county aforesaid, duly authorized by law 
to administer oaths, personally appeared John Kainey, and made 
oath, (or, solemnly afflrmed,) in due form of law, that he is the 
identical person named in an original certificate in his possession, 
of which I certify the following to be a true copy ; \inaerting a copy 
of the certificate of pension ;] that he now resides in Flemington, in 
said county, and has resided there for the space Of fifty years, last 
past, and that previous thereto he resided in Paterson, Passaic 
County, in said State, and that he has not been employed or paid in 
the Array, Navy, or Marine Service of the United States, from the 
first day of June, a. d. 18 — , to the fifteenth day of April, a. d. 18 — . 

John Rainey. 
, Sworn to (or afflrrrled) and subscribed, this sixteenth day of April, 
A. D. 18 — , before me. Tunis Bbbgek, Justice of the Peace. 



Certificate of Magistrate. 
State of New Jersey, Hunterdon County, ss : 
I, Tunis Bergen, a magistrate in the county above-named, do 
hereby certify that I have the most satisfactory evidence, to wit, 
from my own personal knowledge [if from the affidavit of respecta- 
ble parties, so state, giving their names;] that John Eainey, who 
has this day appeared before me to take the oath (or affirmaiion) 
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of identity, is the identical person named in the pension certificate 
which he has exhibited before me, numbered 3419, and bearing date 
at the War OfBce, the sixth day of December, a. d. 18 — , and signed 
Dy Jefferson Davis, Secretary of War. 

Given under my hand this fourteenth day of May, A. d. 18—. 

Tunis Bergen, Justice of the Peace- 



Certificate of Clerk. 
State of New Jersey, Hunterdon Countt, ss : 
I, Alonzo E. Graves, Clerli of the Circuit Court of the Third 
Judicial District, of the State aforesaid, do hereby certify that Tunis 
Bergen, is a Justice of the Peace in and for said county, duly 
commissioned and qualified ; that his commission was dated on the 
tenth day of May, a. d. 18 — , and will expire on the ninth day of 
May, A. D. 18 — ; and that his signature above written is genuine. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the said Court, this 
[L. S.] fifteenth day of May, a. d. 18—. 

\ Alonzo E. Graves, Clerk. 



Power of Attorney. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, John Eainey, of 
Flemington, Hunterdon County, and State of New Jersey, an in- 
valid (or revolutionary) pensioner of the United States, do hereby 
constitute and appoint Thomas Darling my true and lawful attorney, 
for me and in my name to receive from the agent of the United 
States for paying pensions in Trenton, State aforesaid, any pension 
from the first day of June, A. D. 18 — , to the fifteenth day of April, 
A. D. 18 — . Witness my hand and seal, this first day of July, a. d. 
18 — . John Eainey, [seal.! 

Sealed and delivered') 

in presence of ) 
Ephraim Burt, 
Hamilton Daly. 

State of New Jersey, Hunterdon County, ss ; 
Be it known that on the first day of July, a. d. 18 — , before the 
subscriber, a Justice of tha Peace within and for said county, duly 
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authorized by law to administer oaths, personally appeared John 
Eainey above-named, and acknowledged the foregoing power of 
attorney to be his act and deed. In testimony whereof, etc., 

Tunis Bergen, Justice of the Peace. 



Oath of the Attorney. 
State of, etc., ss : 
Be it known, etc., (as in the above,) personally appeared Thomas 
Darling, the attorney named in the foregoing power of attorney, 
and made oath (or solemn affirmation) that he has no interest 
whatever in the money he is authorized to receive, by virtue of the 
following power of attorney, either by any pledge, mortgage, sale, 
assignment, or transfer ; and that he does not know or believe that 
the same has been so disposed of to any person whatever. 

Thomas Darling. 
Sworn (or affirmed) etc., [as in Oath of Pensioner], 



Oath of Guardian of Pensioner. 
State of, etc, ss : 

Be it known, etc., [as above,] personally appeared Moses Hitner, 
guardian of John Eainey, and made oath [or solemn affirmation] 
in due form of law, that the said John Eainey is still living, and is 
the identical person named in the original certificate in his posses- 
sion, of which I hereby certify the following to be a true copy : 
[inserting a full copy of the same] ; that he resides in Flemington, 
in said county, and has resided there for the space of fifty years 
past, and that previously thereto he resided in Patterson, Passaic 
County, in the said State. Moses Hitner, Guardian. 

Sworn (or affirmed, etc.,) [as in Oath of Pensioner]. 



Oath of a Widow of a Pensioner. 

State op, etc., ss ; 
Be it known, etc., [as above,] personally appeared Sarah Eainey, 
and made oath [or solemn affirmation], in due form of law, that 
she is the identical person named in an original certificate in her 
possession, of which I hereby certify the following to be a true 
copy : [inserting the same.] That she hag not intermarried, but 
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continues the widow of the above-named John Eainey ; and that 
she now resides in Fleminston.in said ooiinty, and has resided there 
for the space of thirty years past ; and that previously she resided 
in Trenton, in Mercer County, in said State ; of the truth of which 
statement I am fully satisfied. Sarah Rainey. 

Sworn [or afflrmedil etc., \as in Oath of Pensioner]. 



Oath of Identity for "Widow or Child of a Deceased Pensioner. 

State of, etc., ss .■ 

Be it known, et,^., [as above,] personally appeared Sarah Bainey, 
and made oath [or solemn affirmation] in due form of law, that 
she [or he] is the widow [or son, or daughter] of John Eainey, the 
identical person who was a pensioner, and is now dead, and to whom 
a certificate of pension was issued, which is herewith surrendered. 

That the deceased person resided in Flemington, in said county, 
for the space of fifty years before his death; and that previously 
thereto he resided in Patterson, Passaic County, in the said State. 

Sarah Bainet. 

Sworn [or affirmed] etc., [as in Oath of Pensioner]. 



Power of Attorney for Above. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Sarah Eainey, of 
Flemington, in the County of Hunterdon, and State of New Jersey, 
widow [or child] of John Bainey, who was an invalid [or revolution- 
ary] pensioner of the United States, do hereby constitute and ap- 
point Thomas Darling, ray true and lawful attorney for me and in 
my name to receive from the agent of the United States for paying 
pensions in Trenton, in said State, the balance of said pension, 
from fifteenth day of April, a. d. 18 — , to the first day of Septem- 
ber, a. d. 18 — , being the day of his death. 

Witness, etc., [as in previous power of attorney and acknowledg- 
ment]. 



Certificate of Court as to Pensioner's Death.' 

State of, etc., ss. 
I, Alonzo E. Evans, Clerk of the Circuit Court of the Third 
Judicial District of the State aforesaid, do hereby certify, that satis- 
factory evidence has been exhibited to said Court, that John Rainey 
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was a pensioner of the United States at the rate of one hundred 
and fifty dollars per year ; that he was a resident of the county 
aforesaid, and that he died on the first day of September, a. d, 18 — , 
at Flemington, in said county; that he left a widow [or, left no 
widow; or, left a child; or, left children,] whose name is [or, «;7iose 
names are] Sarah Eainey [or, as the case is] . [In case the certificate 
has been lost, proceed thus: — And that the pension certificate of 
said pensioner has been lost, and, after due search aud inquiry there- 
for, it cannot be found.] In witness whereof, etc. 

Alonzo E. Evans, Clerk. 

Oath where Pension Certificate is illegally withheld. 
State of, etc., ss. 

Be it known, etc., [as previously] personally appeared John 
Eainey, and made oath [or, solemn affirmation,] in due form of law, 
that he is the identical John Eainey, named in an original pension 
certificate, now illegally withheld by [stating the facts connected 
with the detention] ; that he is entitled to a pension of twelve dol- 
lars and fifty cents per month ; that he now resides in Flemington, 
in said county, and has resided there for the space of forty years 
past ; and that previously thereto he resided in Patterson, County 
of Passaic, in said State. John Eainey. 

Sworn [or affirmed], etc., [as in Oath of Pensioner.] 



Certificate of Magistrate and Clerk aooompanying above. 

State op, etc., ss. 

Conformably to the regulations of the War Department, I, 
Tunis Bergen, a, magistrate in the county above-named, do hereby 
certify, that I have the most satisfactory evidence, to wit : [stating 
the nature of the evidence,] that Joha Eainey, who this day ap- 
peared before me to take the oath [or, make solemn affirmation,] 
of identity, is the identical pensioner he declares himself to be in 
the annexed affidavit, and I am also satisfied that the statement 
made by him in relation to the pension certificate is true. 

Given under my hand, etc., Tunis Bergen. 

I, Alonzo E. Evans, Clerk of the Circuit Court of the Third 
Judicial District of the State aforesaid, certify that Tunis Bergen 
is a magistrate, as above, and that the foregoing certificate, pur- 
porporting to be his, is genuine. 

[L. S.] In testimony whereof, etc. Alonzo E. Evans, Clerk. 
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THE BRICK BUILDING IN BALTIMORE USED FOR 
THE SESSIONS OF CONGRESS IN 1776. 



A Petition is a formal request 
or supplication, from the per- 
son or persons who present, or 
sign the paper containing it, 
to the body or individual to 
whom it is presented, for the 
redress of some wrong, or the 
grant of some favor. The paper containing such request or sup- 
plication is also called a, petition. 

The right " to petition the Government for a redress of griev- 
ances" is secured by Article I. of Amendments to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

It is a general rule, in the case of petitions presented to Courts, 
that an affidavit should accompany, that the statements therein 
made, so far as known to the petitioner, are true, and that those 
facts, by him stated as within his knowledge from others, he be- 
lieves to be true. 

Various forms of petitions are given under their appropriate 
heads in this volume ; those only being inserted here which do not 
properly belong under any other head. 



Petition to the Congress of the Unrted States. 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Eepresentatives of 
the United States in Congress assembled. 
(3i4) 
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The petition of the subscribers, citizens of , in the State 

of , respectfully showeth : [stating the subject of the peti- 
tion] . And your petitioners will ever pray, etc. 



To the Legislature of a State. 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Commonwealth of [or. State of] , in General As- 
sembly met [or in General Gourt assembled ; or, in Legislature 
convened] . 

The petition of the subscribers, citizens of , in the County of 

, respectfully showeth : [stating the subject of the petition]. 

And your petitioners will ever pray, etc. 



To the Sxecutive of a State. 
To his Excellency, Andrew B. Moore, Governor of the State of 
[or Commonwealth of] Alabama. 
The petition of, etc., [as in foregoing]. 



Petition for a Tavern License. 

To the Honorable the Judges of the Gourt of Quarter Sessions 
of the Peace [or other proper tribunal] for the County of Berks. 

The petition of Franz Hillegass respectfully showeth : That your 
petitioner occupies a commodious house, situate upon Main street, 
in the city of Beading, in said County, known as No. 124 [or in the 

town of on the road leading from — — to ,] which is well 

calculated for a public house of entertainment, and, from its neigh- 
borhood and situation, is suitable as well as necessary for the accom- 
modation of the public, and the entertainment of strangers and 
travelers. He therefore respectfully prays the court (or, as the case 
is), to grant him a license to keep an inn, or public house of enter- 
tainment, at the place herein named. And your petitioner will ever 
pray, etc. Franz Hillegass. 

Beading, April 16, 18 — . 

Certificate of Citizens, to accompany Above. 
We, the undersigned, citizens of the city of Beading aforesaid, 
being personally acquainted with Franz Hillegass, the above-named 
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petitioner, and also having a knowledge of the house for which a 
license is prayed, do hereby certify that such house is necessary to 
the accommodation of the public and the entertainment of strangers 
and travelers; that he is a person of good repute for honesty and 
temperance ; and that he is well provided with house-room and con- 
veniences for the lodging and accommodation of strangers and 
travelers. We therefore beg leave to recommend that a license be 
granted to him, agreeably to his petition. 



Petition for a Pedler's License. 

To the Honorable the Judges of, etc., [naming the proper au- 
thority] . 

The petition of Eliphalet Hill, of Andalusia, in said County, re- 
spectfully showeth: That he is a citizen of the United States of 
America, and by reason of bodily infirmity is incapable of procuring 
a livelihood by labor; that being desirous of traveling as a hawker 
and pedler with two horses and a wagon or other vehicle, he has this 
day paid into the hands of Amos Richmond, Esq., Treasurer of said 
County, the sum of fifty dollars. He therefore prays your Honors 
(or as the case is,) to grant him a license to travel as a hawker and 
pedler for one year, with two horses and a wagon or other vehicle. 
And he will ever pray, etc. Eliphalet Hill. 



Petition for Appointment of Appraisers of Assigned Property. 

To the Honorable the Judges of, etc., [namitig the proper ati- 
thority]. 

The petition of Thomas E. "Waugh, late of Plymouth, in the 
County of Montgomery, vospectfully represents : That on the thir- 
tieth day of May, a. d. IS — , Nalbro White, of said Plymouth, and 
Harriet, his wife, executed a deed of assignment of all their pro- 
perty, real, personal and mixed, to your petitioner, in trust and for 
the benefit of the creditors of the said Nalbro White, as in the said 
deed is more particularly set forth. Your petitioner therefore prays 
your Honors [or as thecase is,] to appoint two ormore disinterested 
and comp.otent persons to appraise the estate and effects so as 
aforesaid assigned to him, as is required by the Act of Assembly in 
such case made and piovided. And he will ever pray, etc. 

Thomas R. Waugh. 
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Tf ON LAWS. 



A Pee-emption right is the 
right of a squatter upon the 
lands of the United States to 
purchase, in preference to 
others, when the land is sold. 
iipE IN A SEW couNTRT. Such right is granted to the 

following persons : — Any citizen of the United States ; any person 
who has filed his declaration of intention to become a, citizen ; any 
head of a family ; any widow ; any single woman of the age of twenty- 
one years or over; and any person who has made a settlement, 
erected a dwelling-house upon, and is an inhabitant of the tract 
sought to be entered — provided such settlement was made since 
June 1, 1840, and previously to the time of application for the land, 
which land must, at the date of the settlement, have had the Indian 
title extinguished, and been surveyed by the United States. 

A person bringing himself within the above requirements by 
proof satisfactory to the Register and Receiver of the land district 
in which the land may lie, taken pursuant to the rules hereafter pre- 
scribed, will, after having taken the affidavit required by the Act, 
be entitled to enter, by legal subdivisions, any number of acres, not 
exceeding one hundred and sixty, or a quarter-section, to include 
his residence ; and he may avail himself of the same at any time 
prior to the day of the commencement of the public sale, including 
said tract, where the land has not yet been proclaimed; 

(347) 
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Where the land was subject to private entry, June 1, 1840, and a 
settlement shall thereafter be made upon such land, or where the land 
shall become hereafter subject to private entry, and after that period 
a settlement shall be made, which the settler is desirous of securing, 
notice of such intention must be given within thirty days after such 
settlement; and, in all such cases, the proof, affidavit, and payment 
must be made within twelve months after such settlement. 

The tracts liable to entry are embraced under the following de- 
signations : first, A regular quarter-section, notwithstanding the 
quantity may vary a few acres from one hundred and sixty ; or a 
quarter-section, which, though fractional in quantity by the passage 
of a navigable stream through the same, is still bounded by regular 
sectional and quarter-sectional lines ; second, a fractional section, 
containing not over one hundred and sixty acres, or any tract being 
a detached or anomalous survey made pursuant to law, and not ex- 
ceeding such quantity; third, two adjoining half-quarter-sections 
(in all cases to be separated by a north and south line, except on 
the north side of township, where the surveys are so made as to 
throw the excess or deficiency on the north and west sides of the 
township,) of the regular quarters mentioned in the first designa- 
tion ; fourth, two half-quarter or eighty-acre sub-divisions of a frac- 
tional or broken section, adjoining each other, the aggregate quan- 
tity not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres ; fifth, a regular 
half-quarter and an adjoining fractional section, or an adjoining 
half-quarter sub-division of a fractional section, the aggregate quan- 
tity not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres ; sixth, if the pre- 
emptor do not wish to enter one hundred and sixty acres, he may 
enter a single half-quarter-section (made by a north and south line), 
or an eighty-acre sub-division of a fractional section ; seventh, one 
or more adjoining forty-acre lots may be entered, the aggregate not 
exceeding one hundred and sixty acres ; and eighth, a regular half- 
quarter, a half-quarter sub-division, or a fractional section, may 
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each be taken, with one or more forty-acre sub-divisions lying ad- 
joining, the aggregate not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres 
Forty-acre tracts, or quarter-quarter sections, may be entered in 
the same manner that eighty-acre, or half-quarter-sectiona, have 
been. 

Only one person upon a quarter-section is protected, and he the 
one who made the first settlement, provided he conform to the 
otlier provisions of the law. A person who has once availed him- 
self of the provisions of the Pre-emption Act, cannot, at any future 
period, or at any other land-office, acquire any other right under it. 
No person, who is the proprietor of three hundred and twenty acres 
of land in any State or Territory of the United States, or who quits 
or abandons his residence on his own land to reside on the public 
land in the same State or Territory, is entitled to the benefit of 
the Pre-emption Acts. 

The approval of the tracts by the local land-office, is the evidence 
of the survey ; but the land is to be construed as surveyed, when 
the requisite lines are run on the field, and the corners established 
by the deputy-surveyor. No assignments or transfers of pre- 
emption rights are recognized at the land-office ; the patents 
issuing to the claimants, in whose names alone the entries are 
made. 

The following description of lands are not liable to entry : first, 
lands included in any reservation by any treaty, law, or proclama- 
tion of the President of the United States, and lands reserved for 
salines and for other purposes ; second, lands reserved for the sup- 
port of schools ; third, lands acquired by either of the last two 
treaties with the Miami Indians in Indiana, or which may be ac- 
quired of the Wyandot Indians in Ohio, or any other Indian reser- 
vation, to which the title has been, or may be extinguished at any 
time during the operation of the Pre-emption Acts, by the United 
States ; fourth, sections of lands reserved to the United States, 
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alternate to other sections granted to any State for the construc- 
tion of any canal, railroad, or other public improvement ; fifth, sec- 
tions or fractions of sections included within the limits of any 
incorporated town ; sixth, erery portion of the public lands which 
has been selected as a site for a city or town ; seventh, every 
parcel or lot of land actually settled and occupied for the purposes 
of trade, and agriculture ; and eighth, all lands in which are situ- 
ated any known salines or mines. 

Persons claiming the benefit of the Pre-emption Acts are re- 
quired to file duplicate affidavits, such as are specified by law, and 
to furnish proof, by one or more disinterested witnesses, of the facts 
necessary to establish the requisites mentioned in the first para- 
graph of this article ; such witnesses having first been duly sworn 
or affirmed by some competent authority. 

If adverse claims are made to the same tract, each claimant is to 
be notified of the time and place of taking testimony, and allowed 
to cross-examine the opposite witnesses, and to furnish counter- 
proof, itself subject to cross-examination. If, by reason of dis- 
tance, sickness, or infirmity, the witnesses cannot personally appear 
before the register of the laud-office, their depositions, taken in con- 
formity with the following regulations, may be received. 

The notice to adverse claimants must be in writing, and served 
in time to allow at least one day for every twenty miles which the 
party may have to travel in going to the place of taking evidence. 
The proof, in all cases, should consist of a simple detail of facta 
merely, and not of broad and general statements. If the pre- 
emptor be " the head of a family," the witnesses must state the facta 
constituting him such ; whether he be a husband having a wife and 
children, or =• widower, or an unmarried person under twenty-one 
years of age, having a family, either of relatives or others, depen- 
dent upon him, or hired persons or slaves. All the facts relative 
to the settlement in person, inhabitancy, or personal residence, the 
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time of its coramencemeut, the manner and extent of its continu- 
ance, as also tliose sharing the apparent objects, must be stated. 
It must be stated that the claimant made the settlement on the 
land in person ; that he has erected a dwelling upon the land ; that 
he lived in the same, and made it his home, etc. In the event of a 
decision by the land-officer against the claimant, he may appeal to 
the Commissioner of the Land-Office at Washington. 

No entry will be permitted until the affidavits requirea of the 
claimant (see fortn thereof hereafter, entitled " Pre-emption Affi- 
davit,") is taken. Duplicates thereof must be signed by the claim- 
ant, and the fact of the oath being taken must be certified by the 
register or receiver administering the same ; one copy to be filed in 
the Register's office, and the other to be sent to the Land-Office at 
Washington. 

A purchaser of public land is only required to make written ap- 
plication to the Register of the local land-office for the tract desired 
to be entered, and to pay to the Receiver the purchase-money 
therefor. Blank forms of such application are furnished gratui- 
tously at the Land-Office where the tract is desired to be entered. 



Declaration by a Settler, where tlie Land claimed was subject to 
Private Entry at date of Settlement and prior to September 4, 
1841. 

I, Augustus Fisher, of the town of Pond-du-Lao, County of 
Fond-du-Lac, and State of Wisconsin, being the head of a family, 
[or, a widower, or, a single man under the age of twenty-one, as 
the case may be, and a citizen of the United States, or, having 
filea my declaration to become a citizen as required by the natu- 
ralization laws, as the case is :] have, since first day of June, a. d. 
1840, to wit, on the twentieth day of September, a. d. 18 — , settled 
and improved the northwest [or, as the case is] quarter of section, 

number , in township number ■ , of range number , in 

the district of lands subject to sale at the land office at , and 

containing -^ — acres, which land was subject to private entry at 
the passage of the Act of the fourth of September, one thousand 
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eight hundred and forty-one ; and I do hereby declare my intention 
to claim the said tract of land as a pre-emption right under the 
provisions of said Act of the fourth of September, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-one. 

Givea under my hand this third day of July, one thousand eight 

hundred and . Auqustds Fisher. 

Signed in the presence of 

William Bhodes, 

Cephas Gilbert. 



Pre-emptor's Claim, when the Land claimed has been rendered 
subject to Private Entry since September 4, 1841. 

I, AuoasTus Fisher, of, etc., [as before, adapting the description 
to the condition of the claimant,^ have, since the first day of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty, to wit, on the fifteenth day 

of May, in the year one thousand eight hundred and , settled 

and improved the northwest (or, as the case is) quarter of section, 

number , in the township number ■ , of range number , 

in the district of land subject to sale, at the land-ofiBce, at , 

containing . acres, which land has been rendered subject to 

private entry since the passage of the Act of the fourth of Septem- 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, but prior to my 
settlement thereon ; and I do hereby declare, etc., [as in the pre- 
ceding]. Given under my hand, etc. 

Signed, etc. 



Pre-emptor's Declaratory Statement, when the Xiand is not 
subject to Private Entry. 

I, Augustus Fisher, of, etc., have on the first day of July, one 
thousand eight hundred and , settled and improved the north- 
west quarter, etc., [as before, varying to suit the location], which 
land has not yet been offered at public sale, and thus rendered sub- 
ject to private entry ; and I do hereby declare, etc., [as before]. 
Given under my hand, etc. 

Augustus Fisher. 
Signed, in the presence of 
William Rhodes, 
Cephas Gilbert. 
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Pre-Eroptor's Affidavit. 

I, Augustus Fisher, claiming the rig-lit of pre-emption under the 

provisions of the Act of Congress, entitled" An Act to appropriate 

the proceeds of the sale of the public lands, and to grant pre-emption 

rights," approved September 4, 1841, to the north-west quarter of 

Bection, number , of township number , of range number 

, subject to sale at , do solemnly swear, (or affirm), that I 

have never had the benefit of the right of pre-emption under this 
Act, that I am not the owner of three hundred and twenty actes of 
land in any State or Territory of the United States, nor have I 
settled upon and improved said land to sell the same on speculation, 
but in good faith to appropriate it to my own exclusive use and 
benefit ; and that I have not, directly or indirectly, made any agree- 
ment or contract, in any way or manner, with any person or persons 
whatsoever, by which the title which I may acquire from the govern- 
ment of the United States, should euure, in whole or in part, to the 
benefit of any person except myself. Augustus Fishbk. 

I, Charles Whitehead, register, (or receiver), of the land-office at 
, do hereby certify that the above affidavit was taken and sub- 
scribed before me, this first day of July, a. d. 18 — ■. 

Charles Whitehead, Register (or Receiver). 

[If the settler die before entering or proving up his claim, his 
executor, administrator, or heir, may make affidavit ; varying there- 
for as follows : I, William E. Brown, executor (or administrator, 
or one of the heirs, ag the case may be,) of the estate of Augustus 
Fisher, aged fifty years, do solemnly swear, (or affirm,) that, to the 
best of my knowledge and belief, the said Augustus Fisher, who was 
a settler on the northwest quarter of, etc., has never had the benefit, 
etc, (as before, changing as required).] 
23 




A Eeceipt is an ac- 
kuowledgcient in writ- 
ing, til at the party 
giving the same has 
received from the per- 
son therein named, the 
money, or whatever is 
STATE CAPITOL AT RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA. therein Specified. 
Although it purport to be in full of all demands, it is only prima 
facie evidence of what it purports to be ; and upon satisfactory 
proof that it was obtained by fraud, or given under a mistake of 
facts, or in ignorance of law, it may be inquired into and corrected 
at law or in equity. The giving of a receipt does not exclude verbal 
evidence of payment. 



A Eelease is the discharge of a right of action which a man has 
OT may claim against another, or that which is his. The words 
commonly used to effectuate it are, "remise, release, quit-claim, 
discharge, and acquit." Another definition of a release is, the 
conveyance of a man's interest or right which he has to a thing, to 
another who has the possession thereof, or some estate therein. 
The words customarily used in such conveyance are, " remise, re- 
lease, and forever quit claim." 

A release from all demands, to be accompanied always by a seal, 
(354) 
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is a bar to the signer thereof of all causes and possible causes of 
action against the holder, accruing before its date. A release of one 
of two joint debtors, is a legal release of both ; but a promise not to 
sue one, exempts neither from liability. 

All releases affecting real estate, should be properly acknowl 
cclo-ed, 



Receipt for Casli Payment, in full of all Demands. 

Received, New Orleans, July 13, 18 — , from Messrs R. & E. 
Converse, three hundred and twenty-two /^^j dollars, in full of all 
demands. 

$322.59. Belcher Beothees. 



For Same, in full for Account Kendered. 

Received, New Orleans, July 13, 18 — , from Messrs. R. & E. 
Converse, three hundred and twenty-two j^j'j dollars, in fall for ac- 
count rendered to 1st inst. 

$322.59. Belchee Brothers. 



Same, in full for Goods or Chattels Sold and Delivered without 

Bill. 

Received, Paduoha, May 1, 18 — , from Joseph White, two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars, in full for a horse, [or, as the case is,] now 
sold and delivered to him, [or, sold and delivered to him on the first 
day of April last']. 

$250. Ebbnezee Dtbe. 



Keoeipt for a Promissory Uote. 

Received, Chicago, January 1, 18 — , from Messrs. Chase & Brown, 
their note in our favor, dated December 15, 18 — , payable in six 
months after date, for two thousand dollars, which, when paid, will 
be in full of all demands, [or, in part payment of balance due us; 
or, in full for account rendered to 1st ultimo, or, as the case is] , 

$2000. Haeper, Jeffries & Co. 



Eeoeipt to Executor or Administrator. 
Received, Racine, November 21, 18 — , from Thomas Brown, ex 
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ecutor of the last -^ill and testament of (or, administrator of all 
and singular the goods and chattels, rights and credits which were 
of] Samuel DolDson, deceased, one hundred dollars, in full of all 
demands against the estate of said deceased, [or, in full for wood 
'purchased by and delivered to said decedent prior to his decease, 
viz., on the ninth day of February, a. d. 18—.] 

c;]^00. Ezra Cook. 



Heoeipt to Guardian for Payment on Account of his "Ward. 
Received, Tuscaloosa, July 1, 18—, from Henry Safford, P:sq., 
guardian of Eleanor Thomas, one of the minor childen and heirs of 
Levi Thomas, deceased, one hundred dollars, in full for board and 
tuition of said Eleanor Thomas, from April 1, 18—, to date. 

|100. EODEWC DORMAN. 

Receipt for Deeds Left. 
Eeobived, Pensaoola, May 30, 18—, from Stephen Moody, two 
several deeds or conveyances, one of them purporting to be a lease 
of, etc., [describing it], and made between, etc. ; the other of them 
to be a warranty deed, of, etc., and made between, etc. For which 
several deeds of writing, I hereby engage to be accountable, and to 
redeliver the same to the said Stephen Moody on demand. 
Witness my hand the day and year aforesaid. 

EoBERT Fleming. 



Eeoeipt for Stock put out to 'Winter. 

Eeoeived, Burlington, October 28, 18 — , from Bphraim "Wiley, 
eighteen head of horned cattle, viz. : ten cows and eight young 
oxen, together with six horses and twelve swine, which I promise 
to keep through the winter and feed with good hay, etc., and return 
in good condition on the first day of May next, casualties excepted, 
he paying me ten dollars each, for the cattle and horses, and two 
dollars each for the swine. Witness my hand, 

Reuben Chamberlain. 



Eeceipt for Iiading of a Wagon. 
Received, Syracuse, September 1, 18 — , from William E. Hunt, 
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in my wagon, the following goods, marked, numbered, and weighing 
as follows : 

W. E, H. No. 1. One hogshead weighing 890 pounds 

" " " " 2. One " " 860 " 

" 3. One barrel ■ " 240 

" " " " 4. One bale " 300 

" " " " 5. One keg " 29 " 



2,319 pounds. 

All in good order and condition, with which articles I promise to 
proceed without delay or unnecessary detention to Cazenovia, and 
to deliver them in the same good order and condition unto Freder- 
ick Gorton, in said Cazenovia, or his order, on his paying to me the 
Bum of two dollars per hundred pounds for said load. 

Ammi Leonard. 



General Belease of all Demands, 

Know all Men by these Peesbnts, that I, Americus Fosdick, of 
Charlotte, County of Mecklenburgh, and State of North Carolina, 
as well for and in consideration of the sum of one dollar to me in 
hand paid by Caspar Morse, of the same place, at and before the 
sealing and delivery hereof, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowl- 
edge, as for divers other good causes and valuable considerations me 
thereto specially moving, have remised, released, quit-claimed, and 
forever discharged, and by these presents, for me, my heirs, execu- 
tors, and administrators, do remise, release, quit-claim, and forever 
discharge, the said Caspar Morse, his heirs, executors, and adminis- 
trators, each and every of them, of and from all and all manner of 
action and actions, cause and causes of action and actions, suits, 
debts, dues, duties, sum and sums of money, accounts, reckonings, 
bonds, bills, specialties, covenants, contracts, agreements, promises, 
variances, damages, judgments, extents, executions, claims, and de- 
mands whatsoever, in law, equity, or otherwise howsoever which 
against the said Caspar Morse I ever had, now have, or which I, my 
heirs, executors, and administrators hereafter can, shall, or may have, 
for, upon, or by reason of any matter, cause or thing whatsoever, 
from the beginning of the world to the day of the date of these 
presents 
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In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 
first day of January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and—. 
Signed, sealed, and delivered") 

in presence of j Ambricus Fosdiok, [seal.] 

Ethan Allen, 
David Beucb. 



Mutual Eelease of Partners or Traders, on Settling Accounts. 

Whekeas sundry accounts, current and otherwise, and divers 
dealings in trade have been subsisting and depending for many 
years last past, between Worthington Jacobs, of Sandusliy, County 
of Erie, and State of Ohio, and Chester Harrington, late of said 
Sandusky, but now of Chicago, County of Cook, and State of Illi- 
nois ; which said accounts and dealings they have balanced and ad- 
justed ; by which it appears, that nothing remains due from one to 
the other ; therefore, to prevent and obviate any further disputes 
touching and concerning such accounts and dealings, and to ascer- 
tain and confirm such balance and adjustment, they, the said 
Worthington Jacobs and Chester Harrington, have mutually agreed 
to give and execute reciprocal releases to each other. 

Now, know all men by these presents, that the said "Worthington 
Jacobs, for the consideration aforesaid, and to prevent all future dis- 
putes, for himself, his heirs, etc., [proceeding as in the foregoing, 
and the other party executing a counterpart, luith the necessary 
change of names, etc.l In witness whereof, etc. 

Signed, sealed, etc. Worthington Jacobs, [seal.] 



Release from the Lien of a Judgment. 

Whereas Asa Guild, of Clarion, County of Clarion, and State 
of Pennsylvania, has obtained a judgment in the Court of Common 
»Pleas of said County, against Allen Wright, of said Clarion, 
yeoman, (it being No. 23 of June Term, a. D. 18 — ,) for the sum 
of three hundred dollars and costs, which judgment now remains 
a lien on all the real estate of the said Allen Wright within the 
county aforesaid ; and whereas the said Allen Wright is desirous 
and hath requested that all that messuage, piece, or parcel of land, 
situate and lying in said Clarion, bounded and described as follows : 
{describing the same,] which was conveyed to him by Julius Ripley 
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and wife, should be exonerated and discharged from the lien and 
operation of the judgment aforesaid : Now know yo, that the said 
Asa Guild, favoring the request of the said Allen Wright, and in 
consideration of one dollar, lawful money of the United States, at 
the execution hereof by the said Allen Wright, well and truly paid, 
the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hath exonerated and 
discharged, and doth hereby exonerate and discharge the above- 
described messuage, piece, or parcel of laiid, with the appurtenances, 
of and from the lien and obligation of the said judgment, and of and 
from all suits, actions, executions, coats, damages, and demands 
whatsoever, for, or on account, or by reason of the said judgment; 
provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall be construed 
so as to impair the operation of the said judgment against the said 
Allen Wright and his estates other than against the messuage, 
piece, or parcel of land herein before expressly mentioned and de- 
scribed. In witness whereof, etc., Asa Guild, [seal.] 
Signed, sealed, etc. 



Short Form of a General Release. 

Know all Men by these Pkesents, that I, Napoleon Holland, 
of Trenton, County of Gibson, and State of Tennessee, for and in 
consideration of the sum of one hundred dollars, to me in hand 
paid by Julius Bedding, of the same place, have remised, released, 
and forever discharged the said Julius Redding from all claims of 
whatsoever kind, nature, or character against him, from the begin- 
ning of the world to this day. As witness my hand and seal this, etc. 

Napoleon Holland, [seal.J 
Signed, sealed, etc. 

B. N. Maeston, 

Nathan G. Stark. 




ESSCL^ 



Under this head it is not judged 
necessary to introduce more than 
such forms as are in most general 
demand among those engaged in 
maritime pursuits ; the special forms 
connected with the various depart- 
ments of Custom House business 
being all of them individual in their 
nature, and they are easily procured 
at the several ports as needed. 



MARITIME PURBiriTa. 



Bill of Sale of a Lioenaed Vessel. 
To ALL TO AVnOM THESE PeKSENTS SHALL CoME, GREETING : — ■ 

Know ye, that I, Thomas H. Perkins, of Portland, County of 
Kennebeck, and Slate of Maine, owner of the sloop or vessel called 
the " Rebecca Chase," of the burden of two hundred and twenty 
tons, or thereabouts, for and in consideration of the sum of thirty- 
one hundred dollars, to nie in hand paid, before the ensealing and 
delivery of these presents, by William Rice, of the City and 
County o( Baltimore, and State of Maryland, the receipt whereof 
I do hereby acknowledge, have bargained and sold, and by these 
presents do bargain and sell, unto the said William C. Rice, his 
executors, administrators, and assigns, the said sloop or vessel, to- 
gether with the masts, bowsprit, sails, boats, anchors, cables, and 
all other necessaries thereunto appertaining and belonging, to 
have and to hold the said sloop or vessel and appurtenances there- 
f360) 
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unto belonging, unto him, the said William C. Eice, his executors, 
administrators, and assigns, to his and their sole and only proper 
use and benefit and behoof forever. And I, the said Thomas H. 
Perkins, have promised, covenanted, and agreed, and by these 
presents, do promise, covenant, and agree, for myself, my heirs, 
executors and administrators, to and with the said William 0. Rice, 
his executors and administrators, to warrant and defend the title 
to the said sloop or vessel, and all the other before-mentioned ap- 
purtenances, against all and every person and persons whomsoever. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 
first day of October, in the year one thousand eight hundred and — 

Thomas H. Perkins, [seal.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered") 

in presence of ) 

Asaph Ootlee, 
Silas Handysidb. 



Bill of Sale of a Kegistered Ship. 

Know all ME^f by these Presents, that I, Freeman Bangs, of 
the City of Boston, County of Suffolk, and Commonwealth of Mas 
sachusetts, merchant, for and in consideration of twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars, to me paid by Richard E. Carson, of the city of New 
Orleans, and State of Louisiana, the receipt whereof I do hereby 
acknowledge, do grant, sell, and transfer unto the said Richard R. 
Carson, his executors, administrators, and assigns forever, all that 
good ship or vessel, called " The Gem of the Ocean," now lying 
at New Orleans aforesaid, together with all and singular the masts, 
sails, yards, anchors, cables, ropes, cords, guns, gunpowder, ammu- 
nition, small arms, tackle, apparel, boats, oars, and appurtenances 
whatsoever, to the said ship or vessel belonging, or in any wise ap- 
pertaining ; which said ship or vessel has been duly registered, pur- 
suant to Act of Congress for that purpose, the certificate of such 
reo-istry being as follows : [here recite the whole certificate in its 
words,] to have and to hold the said ship or vessel, "The Gem 
of the Ocean," and all other the above-bargained premises, unto the 
said Richard E. Carson, his executors, administrators, and assigns, 
to his and their own use forever. 

And I, the said Freeman Bangs, for myself, my executors, and 
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administrators, covenant, promise, and agree to and with the said 
Kifihard R. Carson, his executors, administrators, and assigns, that 
I have good right, full power, and lawful authority to grant, bar- 
gain, and sell the same and the hereby granted premises unto the 
said Eiohard E. Carson, in manner and form aforesaid ; and that 
the said hereby bargained premises, and every part thereof, are free 
and clear of and from all charges and incumbrances whatsoever. 

In witness wherof, etc. Freeman Bangs, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed and delivered > 

in presence of ) 

Makepeace Morton, 
Chauncbv Knapp. 

[A bill of sale of an enrolled ship is similar to the above, except 
that the certificate of enrollment is recited instead of the certify 
cate of registry.] 



Assignment of a Bill of Sale of part of a Ship, by Endorsement. 

Know all. Men by these Presents, that I, the within-named 
Henry Stevens, in consideration of the sum of three thousand dol- 
lars to me in hand paid, before the sealing and delivery hereof, by 
ApoUos Munn, of the City, County, and State of New York, the 
receipt whereof I hereby acknowledge, do by these presents grant, 
sell, and transfer unto the said ApoUos Munn the within-written 
bill of sale of one full and equal fourth part of the within-mentioned 
ship " Arab," to me belonging by virtue of the within-written bill 
of sale, and of and in all her masts, sails, yards, anchors, cables, 
ropes, boats, oars, tackle, apparel, munitions, furniture, and other 
appurtenances within granted and to the said ship belonging; and 
all my right, title, and interest in the same, by virtue of the within- 
written bill of sale or otherwise howsoever ; to have and to hold the 
within-written bill of sale of one fourth part of the said ship, and 
all other the said premises, with the appurtenances hereinbefore 
assigned and released, unto the said Apollos Munn, his heirs and 
assigQS, to his and their own proper use and uses, and as Ms and 
their own proper goods and chattels, from henceforth forever ; and 
I, the said Henry Stevens, do hereby, for myself, my heirs, ex- 
ecutors, and administrators, covenant and agree to and with the 
said Apollos Munn and his heirs, that the said fourth part of the 



VESSELS. 363 

said ship, with the appuvtenances, are and be, and so shall re- 
main and continue, unto the said ApoUos Munn, his heirs and as- 
signs, free and clear of all debts and incumbrances ■whatsoever 
made or suffered by me, or by any other person or persons whatso 
ever by or through my means, consent, or procurement. In wit- 
ness whereof, etc. Henky Stevens, [seal.] 
Signed, sealed, etc., 

Harris Thatbr, 

Davis Hannum. 



Bond by Master of a Vessel to deliver the same to the Owners on 

Demand. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that we, Nathaniel Torrey 
and Jonas Moore, both of Portsmouth, County of Eockingham, 
and State of New Hampshire, are held and firmly bound to Alonzo 
Bigelow, of New Bedford, County of Bristol, and State of Massa- 
chusetts, in the sum of twenty thousand dollars lawful money of 
the United States, to be paid to the said Alonzo Bigelow, or his 
certain attorney, executors, administrators, or assigns ; to which 
payment, well and truly to be made and done, we do bind ourselves 
and each of us by himself, for and in the whole, our heirs, executors, 
administrators, and each of us, firmly by these presents ; sealed 
with our seals, and dated this fifth day of July, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and — . 

The condition of this obligation is such, that, whereas the above- 
named Alonzo Bigelow, and the rest of the part-owners of the ship 
or vessel "Eothen," have employed the above-bound Nathaniel 
Torrey as master of the same, for so long a time as they, or the 
majority of them, shall think fit, and have therefore delivered the 
possession of the said ship or vessel, with her appurtenances, to the 
said Nathaniel Torrey ; now, therefore, if the said Nathaniel Torrey, 
after notice and demand, shall quietly deliver up the actual posses- 
sion of the said ship or vessel unto the said Alonzo Bigelow, or unto 
such other person as the said part-owners, or a majority of them, 
shall appoint, together with all and singular the furniture, tackle, 
apparel, and appurtenances to the said ship or vessel belonging, 
(reasonable wear and tear excepted,) free from all charges and in- 
cumbrances done or suffered by the said Nathaniel Torrey, then 
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this obligation to be void ; otherwise to be and remain in full forcf 
and virtue. ' Nathaniel Toerey, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed and delivered I James Moore, [seal.] 

in presence of ) 

Henry Duquesne, 

Alfred W. Slade. 



Charter Party. 

This charter party, indented, made, concluded, and agreed upon 
this nineteenth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand 

eight hundred and , between Israel Hatch, master and owner 

of the ship or vessel called " The Eclipse," of the burthen of nine 
hundred tons, of the one part, and Cheever Newhall, of the City and 
County of Mobile, in the State of Alabama, of the other part, wit- 
nesseth : That the said Israel Hatch, for the consideration herein- 
after mentioned, hath granted and to freight let, and by these 
presents doth grant and to freight let, unto the said Cheever New- 
hall, his executors, administrators, and assigns, the whole tonnage 
of the hold, stem, sheets, and half-deck of the said ship or vessel, 
from the port of Mobile to the port of Salem, in Massachusetts, in 
a voyage to be made in the said ship, in the manner following, that 
is to say : the said Israel Hatch is to sail with the first fair wind 
and weather that shall happen next after the tenth day of April 
next, or before the first day of May next, from the said port of Mo- 
bile, with the goods and merchandise of the said Cheever Newhall, 
his factors and assigns, on board, to Salem aforesaid, there to be 
delivered and discluirped of her said cargo within fifteen days next 
after her arrival at the end of the said voyage ; in consideration 
whereof, the said Cheever Newhall, for himself, his heirs, execu- 
tors and administrators, and each and every of them, doth covenant, 
promise, and agree to and with the said Israel Hatch, his executors, 
administrators, and assigns, and every of them, by these presents, 
that the said Cheever Newhall, his executors, administrators, fac- 
tors, or assigns, shall and will well and truly pay, or cause to be 
paid, unto the Piiid Israel Hatch, his executors, administrators, and 

assigns, for the freight of the said ship or goods, the sum of 

dollars, within Iburteeii days after the discharge of the said goods 
at Salem aforesaid, for the end of the voyage ; and also shall and 
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will pay for demurrage, if any shall be by the default of him, the said 

Oheever Newhall', his factors or assigns, the sum of dollars a 

day, daily and every day, as the same shall grow due. And the said 
Israel Hatch, for himself, his heirs, executors, aud administrators, 
doth covenant, promise, grant, and agree, to and with the said Cheever 
Newhall, his executors, admiaistrators, and assigns, and every of 
them, by these presents, that Jhe said ship or vessel shall be ready 

at the said port of Mobile, at wharf, to take in goods by the 

second day of April next ensuing ; and within ten days after the 
said ship shall be ready at the said wharf as aforesaid, the said 
Cheever Newhall doth grant, promise, and agree, to have his goods 
ready and put on board of said ship, in order that she may proceed 
OQ her said voyage. And the said Israel Hatch doth also cove- 
nant, promise, grant, and agree, to and with the said Cheever New- 
hall, his executors, administrators, and assigns, that the said ship 
or vessel now is, and at all times during the said voyage shall be, 
at the best endeavor of the said Israel Hatch, his executors and 
administrators, at his and their own proper costs and charges, in 
all things made and kept stiff, stanch, and strong, and well fur- 
nished and provided as well with men and mariners suflBcient and able 
to sail, guide, and govern the said ship, as with all manner of rigging, 
boats, tackle, apparel, furniture, provisions, and appurtenances, fit- 
ting and necessary for the said men and mariners, and for the said 
ship, during the voyage aforesaid. In witness whereof, etc. 
Signed, sealed and delivered") Israel Hatch, [seal.] 

in presence of j Chebvee Newhall, [seal.] 

John R. Meadows, 

William Pope. 



Bills of Lading. 

[A set of bills of lading usually consists of three : one of which 
is retained by the master of the vessel, one by the shipper, and the 
third is forwarded by the shipper to the assignee, by the vessel car- 
rying the consignment. Sometimes, however, the set consists of 
four, the shipper forwarding one by steamer, or some other expedi- 
tious conveyance.] 

Shipped, in good order and condition, by Eufus Crane & Co., in 
and upon the ship called the " Zephyr," whereof James Robb is 
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master for this present voyage, and now lying in the port of Phila- 
delphia, and bound for Liverpool : 
[G] Nos. 1 to 80. Eighty bales of cotton. 
[C] One hundred hogsheads of sugar. 

Being marked and numbered as in the margin, to be delivered in 
the like good order and condition, at the aforesaid port of Liver- 
pool, (the dangers of the seas only excepted,) unto Cook, Brothers, 
& Co., or to their issigns, they paying freight for said goods at the 

rate of' .with [or without, as agreed,] primage and average 

accustomed. 

In witness whereof, the Master (or Purser) of the said ship 
hath affirmed to three [or fourl bills of lading, all of this tenor 
and date ; one of which being accomplished, the others to stand 
void. 

Dated at Philadelphia, the nineteenth day of May, a. d. 18 — . 

James Eobb, Master. 
[or, Thompson West, for James Bohb, Master.] 



Bottomry Bond. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Ferdinand Hunter, 
master and two-thirds owner of the ship " Plying Squirrel," for my- 
self and James Ransom, remaining third owner of the said ship, are 
held and firmly bound unto Diedrich Harjes in the penal sum of 
ten thousand dollars : for the payment of which, well and truly 
made unto the said Diedrich Harjes, his heirs, executoi's, adminis- 
trators or asssigns, I hereby bind myself, my heirs, executors, and 
administrators, firmly by these presents. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 
first day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and . 

Whereas the above-bound Ferdinand Hunter hath taken up and 
received of the said Diedrich Haijes, the full and just sum of five 
thousand dollars, wliich sum is to run at respondentia on the block 
and freight of the ship " Flying Squirrel," whereof the said Ferdi- 
nand Hunter is now master, from the port of Liverpool on a voy- 
age to the port of Philadelphia, having permission to touch, stay 
at, and proceed to all ports and places within the limitsof the voy- 
age, at the rate or premium of twenty per cent, for the voyage. In 
consideration whereof, usual risks of the seas, rivers, enemies, fires, 
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pirates, etc., are to be on account of the said Diedrich Harjes, 
And for the further security of the said Diedrich Harjes, the said 
Ferdinand Hunter doth by these presents mortgage and assign over 
to the said Diedrich Harjes, his heirs, executors, administrators, 
and assigns, the said ship " Flying Squirrel," and her freight, -to- 
gether with all her tackle, apparel, etc. ; and it is hereby declared, 
that the said ship " Flying Squirrel," and her freight, is thus 
assigned over for the security of the respondentia taken up by the 
said Ferdinand Hunter, and shall be delivered to no other use and 
purpose whatever, until payment of this bond is first made, with the 
premium that may become due thereon. 

Now the condition of this obligation is such, that if the above- 
bound Ferdinand Hunter, his heirs, executors, or administrators, 
shall and do well and truly pay, or cause to be paid, unto the said 
Diedrich Harjes, or his attorney in Philadelphia aforesaid, legally 
authorized to receive the same, their executors, administrators, or 
assigns, the full and just sum of five thousand dollars, being the 
principal of this bond, together with the premium which shall be- 
come due thereupon, at or before the expiration of ninety days after 
the arrival of the ship " Flying Squirrel" at her moorings at A'fal- 
nut-street wharf in the Delaware Eiver ; or in case of the loss of 
the said ship " Flying Squirrel," such an average as by custom shall 
have become due on the salvage ; then this obligation to be void 
and of no effect ; otherwise to be and remain in full force and 
virtue. Having signed to three bonds of the same tenor and date, 
the one of which being accomplished, the other two are to be void 
and of no effect. 
Signed, sealed, and delivered > Ferdinand Hunter, [seal.] 

in presence of ) For self and James Ransom, 

Gottlieb Hartung, 
Francis Amiral. 

{Three bonds of the same tenor should be executed.] 



Hotice of Abandonment. 
To THE President, Directors, and Company op the Anchor In- 
surance Company : 
"Whereas, by a Policy of Insurance, dated at New Orleans, on 
the first day of March, a. d. 18—, numbered 14301, you insured the 
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sum of five thousand dollars on my interest in tbe ship " Childe 
rTarold," [or, on merchandise on hoard the ship " Childe Harold," 
from New Orleans to Liverpool; or, as freight to be earned bt/ the 
ihip " Childe Rarold" from New Orleans to Liverpool; sufSfiently 
describing the purport of the policy ;] against the perils therein de- 
scribed ; and the said ship on the voyage therein described, on or 
about the tenth day of April last has beeu cast away, \ot, assigning 
the true cause, whatever it may have been, as the insured is bound 
by an assignment of an insufBcient cause, and cannot avail himself 
of a subsequent event without a new abandonment ;] and the interest 
so insured has thereby become and is totally lost to me ; you will 
therefore please take notice, that I hereby abandon to you all my 
right, title, interest, property, and claim, in and to the said ship, 
[or, whatever was insured,^ and every part thereof; and I demand 
of you the sum of five thousand dollars, under-written by yon upon 
the same, as for a total loss thereof. 
New Orleaiis, May 3, 18 — . Pierre Turgot. 



A FORM for " Assignment of Seaman's Wages," will be found 
under the head of " Assignments." 
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A Will, oe Testament, is the 

legal declaration of a man's 

intentions of what he wills to 

have done after his death. 

The person making the will, is 

" *' called the testator (or, if a 

(^ashinoton's family vault, within which 
LIB HIS hemaiks. (died DEO. 14, 1799.) female, the testatrix) ; real 

estate given by a will, a devise ; personal property so given, a 
legacy ; the person taking real estate by will, the devisee ; the per- 
son taking personal property, the legatee. Bequest is a general 
term, applicable to both species of property given by will ; while 
the term devise and legacy, devisee and legatee, are often, tlough 
improperly, used interchangeably. 

Wills are of two kinds, written and verbal or nuncupative ; the 
latter, (which are made by the verbal declarations of the testator, 
depending for proof merely upon oral testimony, though afterward 
reduced to writing,) in the States where they are recognized, are 
generally confined to bequests of personal property only ; and in 
some, they must be made within ten days of the testator's death, 
and are then allowed only in the case of soldiers and sailors. 

Any person (except a married woman), of sound and disposing 

mind and memory, who at the time is not under the influence of 

fear, fraud, or coercion, and is of the required age, (if a male, at 

least fourteen years ; if a female, at least twelve,) is competent to 

24 (369) 
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make a will. A married woman is also allowed by the special sta- 
tutes of many of the States, to make a will of her separate pro- 
perty ; and in all she may be appointed executrix of the will of her 
husband. 

No precise form of words is essential to the validity of a will ; 
but great care should be exercised, that the wishes of the testator 
are clearly expressed in proper terms. 

No will is of any effect until the death of the testator; it may 
therefore be avoided by cancellation or revocation, or by the exe- 
cution of a will of later date. Marriage, with the birth of issue, 
also amounts to an implied revocation. In order to pass real 
estate, the devise must be in accordance with the law of the land 
where such real estate is situate ; in the case of personal property, 
the law, which obtains at the place of the testator's residence, 
controls. 

A bequest to a wife in lieu of her dower must be clearly expressed, 
or she will be entitled to both. Such bequest, however, will not 
deprive her of her dower (which no testator can accomplish) ; but 
she has her choice between the two. 

A testator who is unable to write, may have his hand guided in 
making a mark against his name, and such act alone does not im- 
pair the validity of the will. 

The number of witnesses required to a will varies in the different 
States. In Louisiana (where the principles of the civil, instead of 
the English law obtain,) in the case of non-residents, seven wit- 
nesses are required; if residents, jlwe; in Alabama, Connecticut, 
Florida, Georgia, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, New Hampshire, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Caro- 
lina, and Vermont, three; in Arkansas, California, DelaVare, Illi- 
nois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri, New Jersey, 
New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, 
Virginia, and Wisconsin, two^ 
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In no State, Tiowever, should a devisee, legatee, or interested 
party be a witness. The following form of attestation will answer 
for every State in the Union : " Signed, sealed, published, and de- 
clared by the said A. B., as his last will and testament, in the 
presence of us, who, at the request of the said A. B., and in his 
presence, and in the presence of each other, have hereunto sub- 
scribed our names as witnesses." The residence of each witness 
should, for the sake of convenience, be added to his signature. 

A Codicil is a supplement or an addition made to a will by the 
testator, annexed to the same, and to be taken as a part of it ; being 
intended for its explanation or alteration, or to make some addition 
to, or subtraction from, the former dispositions of the testator. It 
should be executed in the same manner and with the same for- 
mality as the original will. 

A codicil, like a will, may (unless controlled by statute,) be either 
written or nuncupative. It may also be annexed constructively to 
a will. 

An Exbcutok, (if a female. Executrix,) is a person appointed by a 
testator to execute his will, or to see it is carried into effect. An 
executor should always be named in the will ; if one is not named, 
an administrator with the will annexed will be appointed. 

As the statute provisions of the different States prescribe in de- 
tail the duties of executors, no more extended statement of a gen- 
eral nature relative thereto can be given, than has already been 
done under the head of "Administkatoes," to which reference may 
be had. 



General Form of a Will disposing of both Eeal and Personal Estate, 

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Daniel Edwards, of 
St. Albans, in the County of Franklin, and State of Vermont, 
uierchant, being in good health [or ill health, as the case is] and 
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[or bid\ of sound and disposing mind and memory, do make and 
publish this my last will and testament, hereby revoking all former 
wills by me at any time heretofore made. 

And as to my worldly estate, and all the property, real, personal, 
or mixed, of which I shall die seized and possessed, or to which I 
shall be entitled at the time of my decease, I devise, bequeath, and 
dispose thereof in the manner following, to wit : 

First. My will is, that all my just debts and funeral expenses 
shall, by my executors hereinafter named, be paid out of my estate, 
as soon after my decease as shall by them be found convenient. 

Item. I give, devise, and bequeath to my beloved wife, Hannah Y. 
Edwards, all my household farniture, my horse and chaise, and the 
chaise harness ; and also ten thousand dollars in money, to be paid 
to her by my executors, hereinafter named, within six months after 
my decease ; to have and to hold the same to her and her executors, 
administrators, and assigns forever. I also give to her the use, im- 
provement, and income of my dwelling-house, land, and its appur- 
tenances, situated in St. Albans aforesaid, [clescribtng if], and my 
land situated in [describing the same], to have and to hold the 
same to her for and during the term of her natural life. 

I give and bequeath to ray honored mother, Nancy Edwards, two 
thousand dollars in money, to be paid to her liy my executors here- 
iaafter appointed, within six months after my decease ; to be for tho 
sole use of herself, her executors, administrators, and assigns. 

I give and bequeath to my daughter, Laura H. Edwards, my 
twenty shares of the stock of the President, Directors, and Com- 
pany of the Suffolk Bank, in Boston, County of Suffolk, and State 
of Massachusetts, which are of the par value of ten thousand dol- 
lars ; to have and to hold the same, together with all the profits 
and income thereof, to her, the said Laura H. Edwards, her heirs, 
executors, administrators, and assigns, to her and their use and 
benefit forever. 

I give, devise, and bequeath to my son, Adoniram Edwards, the 
reversion or remainder of my dwelling or mansion-house, and its 
appurtenances, situate in St. Albans aforesaid, [describing it,] and 
all profits, income, and advantage that may result therefrom, from 
and after the decease of my beloved wife, Hannah Y. Edwards ■ to 
have and to hold the same to him, the said Adoniram Edwards, his 
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heirs and assigns, from and after the decease of my said wife, to liis 
and their use and behoof forever. 

I give, devise, and bequeath to my son, Justin Edwards, the re- 
version or remainder of my land situated in [describmg it,] and its 
appurtenances, and all the profits, income, and advantage that may 
result therefrom, from and after the decease of my beloved wife, 
Hannah Y. Edwards, to have and to hold the same to the said 
Justin Edwards, his heirs and assigns, from and after the decease 
of my said wife, to his and their use and behoof forever. 

All the rest and residue of my estate, real, personal, and mixed, 
of which I shall die seized and possessed, or to which I shall be 
entitled at my decease, I give, devise, and bequeath to be equally 
divided between and among my said sons, Adoniram Edwards and 
Justin Edwards. 

And lastly, I do nominate and appoint my said sons, Adoniram 
Edwards and Justin Edwards, to be the executors of this my last 
will and testament. 

In testimony whereof, I, the said Daniel Edwards, have to this, 
my last will and testament, contained on two sheets of paper, (or, 
as the case is,) and lo every sheet thereof subscribed my name, and 
to this, the last sheet thereof, I have subscribed my name and 
affixed my seal this twentieth day of April, in the year of our Lord, 
one thousand eight hundred and - 



Signed, sealed, published, and de- 
clared by the said Daniel Ed- 
wards, as and for his last will 
and testament, in the presence 
of us, who, at his request and in 
his presence, and iu the presence 
of each other, have subscribed 
our names as witnesses thereto, , 
Matthew Miles, 
Emory Elkins, 
Lester Latham. 



Daniel Edwards, [seal.] 



Will of a Married 'Woinaa made iu virtue of a power of Appoint 
ment made at or before Marriage. 

], Mary Jane Sylvester, wife of William R. Sylvester, of Plera- 

ingsburg, County of Fleming, and State of Kentucky, do by this 



374 wii.i.s. 

my writing, purporting to be my last will and testament, dispose of 
all my estate, both real ami personal, pursuant ami according to 
the aiitlioi'ity to me given and resri'ved in and by a deed ol' settle- 
ment [or, as the case is] made and exceutod on my marriage [or, m 
contemplation if my mari-iage,] with my husband, the saiil Wil- 
liam E. Sylvester, and bearing date the tweuty-fifth day of Docini- 

ber, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and , by and between the 

said William R. Sylvester, and Robert Winthrop and Edward 
Chartres, trustees, etc. [xcllinfi forth the date and parties to the set- 
tlement]. And, by virtue of the said deed, and of all other powers 
and authorities whatsoever, to me given and reserved, in manner as 
follows, viz. : First, I devise to, etc., [proeeeding willt the requisite 
devises and legacies, and clusing loith the attestation of the precious 
form]. 

IJ"uncupative "Will. 

In the matter of the Nuncupative AVill of James Stone, deceased. 
On the third day of July, in the year one thousand eight hundred 

and , James Stone being in extremis in his last sickness, in his 

habitation or dwelling, situate in, etc., [describing the situation; if 
in the dwelling of another, so statiinj and describing], where ho 
had resided more than ten days next before the making of his will, 
in the presence of the subscribers, did declare his last will and tes- 
tament in the following words, or to that effect, viz, : — 

" He mentioned that he had about four hundred dollars in the 
Provident Savings Fund, of Providence, and three humlred dollars 
in the hands of John Bates." He then said, " I want John Bates 
to act as my Trustee and Executor, and put it out at interest for 
my mother's use during her life, and after her death, to go to my 
sisters. All my other property I want my mother to have for her 
separate use." 

At the time the said James Stone pronounced the foregoing 
will, he was of sound and disposing mind, memory, and understand- 
ing, and did bid us who were present, to bear witness that such was 
his will. 

Reduced to writing this fifth day of July, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred aud . 

iS'oROROss Fisher. 
LtEOFI'key WnrrK, 
Henry Thwind. 
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A.ffidavit to above. 
CocNTir OP Providence, ss. 

Then personally appeared before me, Tyler Sprague, Clerk of the 
Court of Probate within and for said county (or, other proper offi- 
cer) Norcross Fisher, Geoffrey White, and Henry Thwing, who, 
being duly sworn^{or affirmed,) according to law, do depose and 
say, that they were present on the third day of July, a. d. 18 — , at 
the habitation or dwelling of James Stone, situate, etc. [or, as the 
case is,] in the time of his last illness, and did then and there hear 
the same James Stone utter what is contained in the above writing ; 
that he did bid them bear witness that it was his last will ; and 
that, at the time of so doing, he was of sound mind, memory, and 
understanding, to the best of their knowledge and belief. Also, 
that he had resided for more than ten days next before the making 
of his will, at the above residence. [The preceding paragraph to 
he omitted in case of a mariner, or soldier, or person dying from 
home.] 

NOKCKOSS PiSHEK. 

Geoffrey WniTS. 
Henry Tawmo. 
Sworn (or affirmed,) and subscribed before me, this twelfth day 
of July, A. D. 18 — . Tyler Sfeague, Clerk. 



Codicil to a 'WiU, disposing of Beal and Personal Property. 

I Daniel Edwards, the within-named testator, do hereby make 
and publish this codicil to my last will and testament, bearing date 
the twentieth day of April, a. d. 18 — , in manner following, to wit : 

Item. — I do revoke the demise, in my said will contained, to my 
son Adoniram Edwards, of the reversion or remainder of my dwelling 
or mansion-house, and its appurtenances, situate in, etc., and do 
give and devise the same to my daughter, Laura H. Edwards, her 
heirs and assigns forever. 

Jtem. — I give and bequeath to my said son, Adoniram Edwards, in 
lieu of the reversion, or remainder of the said dwelling or mansiou- 
house and its appurtenances, the sum of twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars, payable by my executors, within six months after my decease ; 
and do hereby ratify and confirm my said will in all other respects. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 
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third day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 

hundred and . 

Signed, sealed, etc., [as in the several forms preceding^. 



Conclusion and Attestation of a "Will written on several sheet.?. 

In witness whereof, I, the said Daniel Edwards, have to this my 
last will and testament, contained in this and the four preceding 
sheets [or skins of parchment,] set my hand and seal ; to wit : my 
hand to the bottom of each of the said four sheets [or sMns], and 
my hand and seal to this last sheet [or skin], and my seal at the top 
of the said sheets [or skins,] where all the said sheets [or skins] 
are fixed together, this twentieth day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and . 



The writing contained in this and 
the four preceding sheets [or 
skins] was signed and sealed 
by the above-named Daniel 
Edwards, and by him published 
and declared as and for his last 
will and testament, in the pres- 
ence of us, who have hereunto 
subscribed our names as wit- 
nesses, at his request, in his 
presence, and in the presence 
of each other. 

Matthew Miles, 
EitoRr Blkins, 
Lester Latham. 



Daniel Edwakds, [seal.] 



Clauses for Insertion in Wills. 
Forgiving debts due from relatives.— Ani whereas there are con- 
siderable sums of money due and owing to me, upon bonds, bills, 
and otherwise, from my relatives hereinbefore named, (or n'anung 
them), it is my will and true meaning, and I do hereby direct, that 
such bonds, bills, etc., immediately after my death, shall be' can- 
celled and destroyed by my said executors. And I do hereby discharge 
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my relatives aforesaid, and every of them, their and every of their 
heirs, executors, and administrators, from the payment of every 
and all debts due and owing to me or my estate upon any account 
"whatsoever, without any abatement or deduction from or out of 
their legacies, before by me given or devised to them respectively 
in and by this my last will and testament. 

RevoTcing legacies and bequests to wife, if she sJiQvld sue for 
dower. — Provided further, and my will expressly is, that in case 
my said wife, Eleanor, shall not accept of the provisions and lega- 
cies hereinbefore by me made and given her as aforesaid, and shall, 
at any time or times hereafter, prosecute any action or suit for 
dower, thirds, or any other part of my estate, real or personal, other 
than what I have so hereinbefore devised and given her, then and 

in that case, the several annuities of , and amounting together 

to , and each of them, and all other legacies and bequests hereby 

by me before given or intended to be given to her, shall cease and 
be void to all intents and purposes, any thing to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

Directing that any disputes about bequests, etc., shall be settled 
by arbitration.- — My express will and desire is, that if any difference 
or dispute, question or controversy, shall arise or happen concern- 
ing any gift, bequest, or other matter or thing in this my will, the 
same shall be referred wholly to the award, order, and determination 
of my esteemed friends, A. B. and 0. D., with power for them to 
choose an umpire ; but if they or either of them should not be able 
or willing to act in the premises, then I do direct that my eldest son 
and eldest daughter shall each appoint an arbitrator or arbitrators, 
with the same power of choosing an umpire ; and what they, or a 
majority of them, shall order, direct, or determine therein, shall be 
binding and conclusive upon all and every person and persons therein 
concerned. 

Appointing wife guardian of testator's children, and, in case of 
her death or marriage, appointing another in her stead. — And in 
case I shall leave any child or children living at the time of my de- 
cease, my will is, and I do appoint, that my said beloved wife shall 
have the guardianship and tuition of them during their minority, so 
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long as she shall remain sole and unmarried ; and in case of her 
death or marriage during such the minority of my children, then n 
will and appoint, that my much esteemed friend A. B., shall have 
the tuition and guardianship of them during such their minority ; 
and ill case of his refusal, renunciation, or decease, I will that B. 
shall exercise the said guardianship. 

[The forms already given under the head of " Administrators," 
for "Petition to Sell Lands to Pay Debts," "Deed upon tlie Sale 
of such Lands," and " Account," being, with but slight changes, 
applicable to similar matters connected with executors, it is deemed 
unnecessary to repeat them here; as reference can be made to the 
above-mentioned heading. A few forms follow, applicable to ex- 
ecutors as a class individually.] 



Executor's Petition to have "Will Proved. 

To the Honorable Samuel Williston, Judge of Probate within 
and for the County of Franklin, [or other proper trihunall : 

The petition of Adoniram Edwards and Justin Edwards, respect- 
fully showeth : That Daniel Edwards, late of St. Albans, in the 
said County of Franklin, and State of Vermont, deceased, died at 
said St. Albans, on or about the tenth day of January last, leaving 
ii last will and testament, wherein your petitioners were named ex- 
ecutors ; that the said deceased at the time of his decease, was an 
inhabitant of said St. Albans, and possessed of real and personal 
property therein, by means whereof the Court of Probate within and 
for said county, [or proper tribunal], has sole and exclusive power 
to take the proof of the said last will and testament ; that the 
deceased left a widow and three children : Your petitioners therefore 
pray, that the said will may be admitted to proof, and letters testa- 
mentary granted thereon, and that the widow and next of kin to 
the said deceased be cited to appear and attend at such time and 
place as shall be appointed for that purpose, that they may oppose 
or support the probate of the will of the said deceased. 

Dated this thirteenth day of January, a. d. 18 — . 

Adoniram Edwakds. 
Justin Edwards. 
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Executor's Benuuciation. 

I, Adoniram Edwards, named one of the executors of the last 
will and testament of Daniel Edwards, late of St. Albans, deceased, 
do hereby renounce all right and claim to act as executor thereof. 

Dated this twelfth day of January, a. d. 18 — . 
Iq the presence of Adoniram Edwards. 

Campbell Wise, 
Stephen Dugald. 



Eefunding Bond to Executors on Payment of a liegaoy. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that we, William E. Brown, 
of Jackson, County of Hinds, and State of Mississippi, legatee under 
the last will and testament of Eufus W. Brown, deceased, and An- 
drew Chapman, of Jackson aforesaid, are held and firmly bound 
unto George Desilver and Adam Murcheson, executors of the last 
will and testament of the said Eufus W. Brown, deceased, in the 
sum of four thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States,. 
to be paid to the said George Desilver and Adam Murcheson, or to 
their certain attorney, executors, administi-ators, or assigns ; to 
which payment well and truly to be made and done, we do bind 
ourselves, and each of us for himself, for and in the whole, our 
heirs, executors, and administrators, and each and every of them 
firmly by these presents ; sealed with our seals, and dated the 
second day of August, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and — . 

Whereas, the said Eufus W. Brown, by his said last will and 
testament, bearing date the first day of June, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and — , did give and bequeath unto the said 
William E. Brown, a certain legacy of two thousand dollars, [or, 
one equal sixth part of his personal estate after the payment of 
debts, or, as the case is,] as by the said in part recited will, duly 
proved and remaining on record in the office of the Court of Pro- 
bate, at Eaymond, in said County, appears. 

Now, the condition of this obligation is such, that, if any part, 
or the whole of said legacy, shall, at any time after payment thereof 
to the said William E. Brown, appear to be wanting to discharge 
any debt or demand, which the said executor shall not have any 
other assets to pay ; then, and in such case, if the said William E. 
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BrowD, his heirs, executors, or administrators, shall and do return 
such legacy, or such part thereof as shall be necessary to pay and 
discharge such debt or demand, and the costs and charges attend- 
ing the recovery of the same, then this obligation shall be void and 
of no effect; otherwise be and remain in full force and virtue. 
Signed, sealed, and delivered") William E. Beown, [seal.] 

in presence of j Andrew Ohap.man. [seal.] 

Aakon Hbbbebt, 

Evan C. Kadnoe. 



Belease to Executors by Legatees for Payment of Legacy. 

Know all Men by these Presents, that Emanuel Quitman, of 
Monticello, County of Lawrence, and State of iSIississippi, and 
Clara, his wife, late Clara Brown, one of the daughters and legatees 
named in the will of Eufus W. Brown, late of Jackson, County of 
Hinds, and State aforesaid, deceased, do hereby acknowledge that 
they have this day had and received of and from George Desilver and 
Adam Murcheson, executors of the last will and testament of the 
said Rufus W. Brown, deceased, the sum of one thousand dollars, 
in full satisfaction and payment of all such sum or sums of money, 
legacies, and bequests as are given and bequeathed to the said 
Clara, by the last will and testament aforesaid, and all interest 
accrued therefrom. 

And, therefore, the said Emanuel Quitman, and Clara, his wife, 
do by these presents, remise, release, quit-claim and forever dis- 
charge the said George Desilver and Adam Murcheson, their heirs, 
executors, and administrators, of the said legacy or legacies, and 
of and from all actions, suits, payments, accounts, reckonings, 
claims, and demands whatsoever, for or by reason thereof, or if any 
other acts, matter, cause or thing whatsoever, from the beginning 
of the world to the day of the date of these presents. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and seals, 
this nineteenth day of November, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and — . Emanuel Quitman, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, etc., Clara Quitman. [seal.] 

Roderick Oeafts, 
Mark Simpson. 



DICTIONARI OF LAW TERMS IN GENERAL USE. 



Administrator de son tort. Administrator in his own wrong. 

A fortiori. By a more weighty reason. 

Alias ca. sa. Another writ to take (the person) to make satisfac- 
tion. 

Alibi. In another place. 

A mensa et thoro. From bed and board ; a divorce which does not 
render the marriage void from the beginning. 

Ancient demesne. An ancient inheritance. 

A priori. From the former. 

Arbiter. An arbitrator. 

Assumpsit. He undertook (or promised). 

A vinculo matrimonii. Prom the bond of marriage. 

Bond fide. In good faith. 

Bonus. A premium paid to a grantor or vendor; a consideration 
given for what is received. 

Capias. " You may take." A writ authorizing the defendant's 
arrest. 

Causd mortis. On account of death. 

Caveat. " That he beware ;" a warning. 

Certiorari. A writ directing the proceedings or record of a cause 
to be brought before a superior court. 

Compos mentis. " Of sound mind." 

Covert. Married. 

Crim. con. Criminal conversation ; illicit connection. 

Be facto. Of the deed ; in fact. 

Dejure. From the law ; by the law. 

Be novo. Anew ; fresh. 

(381) 
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Dernier resort. The last resort. 

Detinet. ITe detains ; lie keeps. 

Devastavit. He wasted. 

Enceinte. Pregnant. 

Escrow. A deed or writing left with another, to be delivered on the 

performance of something specified. 
Estoppel. " A stop ;'■ a preventive plea. 
Ex officio. Officially ; by virtue of the ofBoe. 
Ex post facto. Prom (or by) an after act. 
Extempore. Off-hand; without delay or premeditation. 
Fac simile. " Do the same ;" a close imitation. 
Felo de se. A suicide ; a self-murderer. " 

Feme covert. A' married woman. 

Fiat. " Let it be done ;" an imperative command or decree. 
Fieri facias. "That you cause to be made ;" a writ of execution 

so called. 
Forum. A court ; a place of justice. 
Franchise. A privilege or exemption. 
Habeas corpus. " That you have the body ;" a writ by which the 

legality of any imprisonment is investigated. 
Ignoramus. "We are ignorant ;" written on a bill of indictment by 

a grand jury, when the evidence is not sufficient to put the person 

on trial. 
In esse. In being. 

In extremis. In the last moments ; near death. 
In propria persona. In his own person. 
Inter nos. Between ourselves. 
Interregnum. A space between two reigns. 
In terrorem. By way of warning (or terror). 
//( transitu. On the passage. 
Ipso jure. By the law itself. 
Jure ijeii/ium. By the law of nations. 
Levari facias. " That you cause to be levied ;'' a writ of execution 

so called. 
IjCX faliuvis. The law of retaliation in kind. 
[mcii parentis. In the place of the parent. 
L. S. Locus sigilli. The place of the seal. 
Malfeasance. A bad act ; doing wrong. 
Malum in se. Bad in itself; an evil in its own nature. 
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Mandamus. " We command ;'' a peremptory writ so called. 

Mesne. Middle ; intervening. 

Misfeasance. A misdeed. 

Mutatis mutandis. Changing what ought to be changed. 

Nisi prms. " Unless before ;" used to designate proceedings before 

11 judge and jury. 
Nolle prosequi. " To be unwilling to proceed ;'' a discontinuance 

of further proceedings in criminal cases. 
Non est inventus. " He has not been found ;" the return of a sheriff 

when the defendant is not found in his county. 
Nudum pactum. A contract not binding in law. 
Overt. Open; public. 

Oyer and Terminer. To hear and to determine ; applied to a crimi- 
nal court for the trial of offenses above the ordinary grade. 
Parole. A word ; verbally. 

Per capita. " By the heads ;'' a division ; share and share alike. 
Per se. By himself (or itself). 
Pluries."YeTj often ;"a third writ, after two have issued against a 

defendant. 
Posse comitatus. The power of the County, which the sheriff ia 

authorized to call out when opposition is made to his writ, or to 

the execution of justice. 
Postea. "Afterward;" the endorsement of the verdict upon the 

record. 
Post mortem. After the death. 
Primd facie. At first view. 
Prochein ami. The next (or nearest) friend. 
Pro ratd. According to the proportion or allowance. 
Pro tanto. For so much. 
Quare clausum fregit. " Why he broke the close ;" the technical 

name of an action brought for damages to real estate. 
Quid pro quo. A mutual consideration. 
Quo animo. With what' intent. 
Qico warranto. By what authority ; the name of a writ against a 

person who has usurped a franchise or office. 
Residuum. The remainder. 
Res inlegra. An entire matter. 
Scintilla. A spark; a very small quantity. 
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Scire facias. " That you make known ;" a writ commanding the 
defendant to show cause why a specified thing should not be 
done. 

Sine die. " Without day ;" generally applied to an adjournment of 
a body where no time is assigned for its assembling. 

Sine qu& non. An indispensable condition. 

fcs. Scilicet. To wit ; namely. 

Subpoena. " Under a penalty ;" a writ to procure the attendance 
of witnesses. 

Stii generis. " Of its own kind ;'' individual. 

Supersedeas. " Ton may set aside ;" a writ to stay proceedings. 

Terre tenant. A person having the actual possession of land. 

Tort. A wrong ; an injury. 

Usance. Interest ; usury. 

Venditioni exponas. "That you expose to sale;" a writ of execu- 
tion. 

Vendor. A seller. 

Tenire.'"Vo come;" a writ to a sheriff directing him to summon 
jurors. 

Venue. The place from which the jury come. 

Vice versd. On the contrary. 

Vi et armis. By force and arms ; by unlawful means. 
" Vivd voce. Verbally. 

Voir dire. A term applied to the examination of a witness previous 
to his examination in chief, to ascertain whether he is in any way 
incompetent to give evidence in relation to the matter on trial. 



THE END. 



